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OUR MISSION
Supporting Canadian Children's Books for 45 Years
Since our organization was formed in 1976, we have been committed
to the belief that all children in Canada should have access to
Canadian books and that every child deserves the opportunity to
acquire a love of reading.

ADAPTING TO A WORLD
WITH COVID-19
The CCBC office closed in March of 2020 for,
what we thought, would be a few weeks.
However, as the pandemic progressed, we have
worked almost entirely remotely since then. The
CCBC team demonstrated tremendous
resilience, patience, and grit through it all—
especially since we also moved our office from
Orchard View Boulevard to Adelaide Street West
in May and June of 2020.

The team adapted quickly as we found ways to
operate, plan and deliver programs and stay in
touch with members and supporters through it all.
I would like to thank Emma, Meghan, Shannon,
Amanda, Cara and Claire for their efforts to find
innovative and creative ways to keep going.

Our Bibliovideo team—Trish, Paola and Janis—
were invaluable as they filled the gaps of inperson programming with online content that
actually increased our access across the country
and made events that seemed impossible
actually possible (i.e. Moira’s Birthday Launch
Event in Hay River, Northwest Territories).

As we begin to reopen at some point in 2021, we
will retain some of what we adopted during the
pandemic—we learned a lot. However, we are
looking forward to seeing people again and to
planning in-person events. Our digital work will
continue, as it has proven to be a tremendous
tool to increase access of creators, books and
events to educators, kids and supporters across
the country.
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P R O G R A M S

I READ CANADIAN DAY

This new nationwide initiative celebrates the richness, diversity and breadth of Canadian
literature. I Read Canadian Day (February 19, 2020) aimed to empower families, schools,
libraries, bookstores, and organizations to host activities and events by reading Canadian
books for just 15 minutes. The steering committee consisted of Eric Walters, CANSCAIP,
OLA and the CCBC. The national celebration was planned in collaboration with publishers,
writers and literary organizations across the country, and began with a Literacy Summit
held in June 2019. The day also received much-needed support from federal
representatives—most notably Mr. Lloyd Longfield, MP for Guelph, as well as Senator Rob
Black. The day received coverage from The Toronto Star, The Globe and Mail and Quill &
Quire.
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Bibliovideo, our new YouTube channel all about
Canadian books for young people, officially
launched on April 25, 2020. In response to COVID-19
and a need for digital content for young people, we
were able to launch two weeks ahead of schedule.
Bibliovideo is a vibrant destination for readers,
librarians, teachers, parents, authors, illustrators,
researchers and others who want to locate and learn
more about great Canadian books for young people.
Videos are added twice weekly and are available in
English and French. Viewers can enjoy author
interviews, read-alongs, how-to demos from
illustrators, publishers’ trailers, book reviews and
more.
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VIRTUAL CANADIAN
CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 2020
Bibliovideo served as the home for a special virtual edition of
Canadian Children’s Book Week 2020. The tour is the single
most important national event celebrating Canadian
children’s books and was unable to occur as planned due to
COVID-19. Throughout the week of May 4-9, special videos
from Book Week authors and illustrator appeared on
the Bibliovideo channel. Instead of visiting hundreds of
children, each participating author was able to reach children
all across the country. Participating authors included Robin
Stevenson, Debbie Ridpath Ohi, Eugenie Fernandes, Shane
Peacock, Melanie Florence, Nicola Winstanley, Paul Covello
and Monique Polak.

TD GRADE ONE BOOK GIVEAWAY

20 Years of Making a Difference
What better way to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the TD Grade One
Book Giveaway than with a book about a birthday party? Thanks to title
sponsor TD Bank Group, the CCBC printed and distributed over 550,000
copies of Moira’s Birthday written by Robert Munsch and illustrated by
Michael Martchenko in English and in French to Grade 1 children across the
country. During a year when kids could not throw their own birthday
parties, they vicariously lived through Moira’s wildly exaggerated party and
the response was overwhelmingly positive, setting into motion a life-long
love of reading.
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2020 CCBC BOOK AWARDS
The 2020 CCBC Book Awards virtual ceremony, with live-host Tony Kim, was held in
partnership with the Toronto International Festival of Authors on October 29, 2020. The
ceremony included messages from the six English-language award-winning authors. The two
French-language awards were presented by our partners Communication-Jeunesse during
the virtual Salon du livre de Montréal on November 13, 2020. In total, $175,000 in prizes were
awarded to Canadian creators who tuned in from their homes from Vancouver to Halifax.
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STAFF CHANGES
Sandra O’Brien, the editor of Canadian
Children’s Book News, retired at the end of May
2020. Sandra has done a wonderful job over the
last several years to put together this quarterly
publication. We wish her the very best for the
future!
Shannon Barnes has taken over for Sandra as
Editor. Shannon was the Program Coordinator
for the CCBC since 2002. Shannon has worked
with over 200 Canadian children’s book authors
and illustrators and has assisted in the
coordination of over 400 national Canadian
Children’s Book Week tours.

Amanda Halfpenny joined the Centre’s team as
our new Events ad Program Coordinator in June
2020. Amanda brings several years of experience
in school libraries, bookstores and public
libraries. We are very pleased to have Amanda
join our team!

NEW LOCATION!
In 2020 our office moved to
425 Adelaide Street West, Suite 200,
Toronto. We are sharing our offices
with Canadian Scholars/Women’s
Press and are looking forward to being
in a more central location and closer
to many children’s publishers.
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In 2020, Canadian Children’s Book News celebrated inspiration and creativity, Black Canadian
voices and reflected on the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Our popular spring issue
featured the very first middle-grade takeover and included articles and reviews written by the
middle-grade students from Linden Meadows School in Winnipeg, Manitoba.
On the covers of the four issues we featured artwork by Hatem Aly, Byron Eggenschwiler, Juliana
Kolesova and Eva Campbell. In total, 166 books by Canadian authors and illustrators were reviewed
in 2020. Fifty publishers were represented in our review sections along with 89 illustrators.
Between the two issues of Best Books for Kids & Teens, we featured 459 titles, 595 authors and
illustrators and 106 publisher imprints.
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This was the first time the
Canadian Children’s Book
Centre has convened this
type of event and it was an
opportunity to discuss
common interests, future
trends and new ways to
collaborate. There will be
more events such as this one
planned in the future. Thank
you to all that attended.
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C O L L E C T I O N S
Ryerson University Library is the
new home for the CCBC’s
Toronto collection. The Collection
contains approximately 18,000
titles dating to the late 1970s,
with nearly 800 books added
annually. In summer 2020, the
main library collection was
moved to the Ryerson University
Library in Toronto, Ontario, which
currently houses the Children’s
Literature Collection containing
titles dating from 1701 to 1940.
The CCBC addition will
complement this collection and
the research already underway
by a number of Ryerson faculty.
The second archive collection
will be housed at Hamilton
Public Library. The relocation of
the regional collections will allow
for greater access to the titles,
preserving Canadian culture for
future generations.

#GIVINGTUESDAY
For the third year in a row, the CCBC took part in #GivingTuesday, a day that
encourages people to do good. This year’s campaign goal was to raise money for the
Amy Mathers Teen Book Award. In the six years since the award was founded,
$30,000 has been given directly to Canadian YA creators to support their writing and
to elevate YA fiction in Canada. A total of $3,265 was raised for the award on this one
day. Thank you to everyone who donated and helped spread the word!

OUR VISION FOR THE FUTURE
I look forward to providing to members a more fulsome report on our
vision for the future next year. Since March of 2020, the CCBC Board and
staff have been working on a new strategic plan. Thank you to everyone
who completed our online survey in April of 2021.
A secondary survey will go out over the summer to probe, in more depth,
some of the findings that came out of the first survey. Your thoughts and
feedback have been extremely valuable to both the Board and our team
and we look forward to building on this in the last quarter of 2021 to create
a future proof, inclusive, and inspiring roadmap for the next three to five
years.
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REVENUES
Government Assistance
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Corporate Sponsorships

1,069,993

Government Grants
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Magazine, Sales and Other

74,939

Endowment and Investment Income
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Donations and Fundraising

30,746
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Salaries and benefits

282,240

Canadian Children's Literature Award Expenses
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Magazines
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Digital Strategy Initiative
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Canadian Children's Book Week
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Core Operations
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THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING THE
CANADIAN CHILDREN'S BOOK CENTRE
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