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Books have always been an important part of my life. When I was little my favourites  

included Barbara Reid’s New Baby Calf, Dennis Lee’s Jelly Belly, Eugenie Fernandes’ The 

Boy Who Cried Himself to Sea and several Robert Munsch titles including Mud Puddle  

and David’s Father.

As I grew, books became a comfort to me — things to pass the time with and, at times, 

make sense of the world with. Now, as an adult, they are an escape for me. A chance to 

break free from reality and explore new worlds and meet interesting characters.

I am extremely excited to take over the role as Editor of Canadian Children’s Book News. 

Having worked as the Program Coordinator at the Canadian Children’s Book Centre  

and coordinated Canadian Children’s Book Week for 18 years, I am well aware of the 

amazing Canadian authors and illustrators this country is home to and the fabulous books 

they create. I look forward to showcasing these books and creators within the pages of 

this important magazine.

This issue pays tribute to the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. Sandra 

O’Brien has done a profile piece on Kathy Kacer, one of Canada’s most influential writers  

on the Holocaust and Jewish stories. Heather Camlot explores the emotional toll that 

writing and researching the Holocaust has on writers. Marylynn Miller Oke has put  

together a thoughtful roundtable discussion with authors who have written about the 

Holocaust, as well as one special publisher who has made it her mission to showcase  

and elevate Jewish stories and voices. 

If you’re a teacher looking to introduce your students to the Holocaust, long-time  

educator Larry Swartz has written a piece about teaching the Holocaust using Canadian 

books. Our bookmark column features a selection of Holocaust-themed books for  

Kindergarten to Grade 12 which will enlighten young readers about a dark time in history.

Our Keep Your Eye On… column introduces you to Naseem Hrab, a writer with a gift for 

humour and emotions. As always, we have over 40 book reviews to keep you reading 

Canadian well into the fall.

Happy reading!

Shannon Barnes

Your feedback is important!
EMAIL COMMENTS TO SHANNON@BOOKCENTRE.CA

 Like us! facebook.com/kidsbookcentre

 Follow us! @kidsbookcentre
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PROFILE KATHY KACER 

Well, first and foremost, I just want young people to understand  

this time in history. I know that the events of the Second World 

War and the Holocaust are fast becoming ancient history as far as 

young people are concerned. So, understanding this history and 

remembering it is so important as far as I’m concerned. Secondly,  

I want young people to pass the stories on so that future genera-

tions will also come to understand these events. And as I always  

tell young people, “If you remember this history; if you recount  

the stories; if you act with compassion — then you are honouring  

the life of someone who lived during that time. And that is a  

wonderful thing!”

Tell us about some of the experiences you have had while  

travelling and speaking with students.

So many experiences!! I love when kids tell me that they want to 

read more about this history. I love when they tell me they want to 

read more of my books. I love when they tell me that they are going 

to go home and talk to a grandparent or great-grandparent about 

their life and their history. (Everyone has a story to tell. Every bit  

of history is important.) Lots of young people tell me that they also 

love writing and hope to write books one day. That makes me  

overjoyed! I love being able to hold the attention of a gym full of 

restless kids who quickly settle down when I begin to talk about  

my family history. It’s all great.

Toronto, and many other cities, have holocaust centres.  

Tell us about the importance of these centres to today’s  

children and future generations.

These centres are places where history is being stored. There are 

archives of photos and testimonies that future generations will 

be able to access. Those archives are becoming more and more 

sophisticated. There is even the possibility of seeing hologram  

testimonies from survivors. Young people will be able to interact 

with those holograms; even ask questions. All of these things will 

help ensure that this history is not lost.

Why did you choose to write for the middle grade audience?

I’ve often been asked this question and I’m not sure how to answer 

it except to say that when I began to write, that was the voice that 

came to me. It could be that I was in my ‘middle’ years when I 

asked my parents a million questions about their history. I was so 

fortunate that my parents were able to talk about their lives — even 

the painful parts — and they did it in a way that didn’t frighten me, 

Award-winning author Kathy Kacer has written numerous fiction and 

non-fiction books for children about the Holocaust. With a master’s 

degree in psychology, she worked with troubled teens before turning 

to writing full time in 1998. Growing up listening to her parents’ 

stories of their experiences during the Holocaust, her writing is 

a very personal labour of love. Her work has been translated into 

many languages and rights have been sold around the world. Kathy 

spends much of her time speaking at schools, libraries and confer-

ences. In the following interview Kathy tells us about the importance 

of speaking to this generation about the Holocaust, her favourite 

Jewish custom, books she has collaborated on and much more.

Many of the books you have written are about the plight  

of the Jewish people during the holocaust and World War II.  

Why have you chosen to focus on this time period?

The writing that I do is very personal for me. I am the child of 

Holocaust survivors. My mother survived the war in hiding (I wrote 

about her in my first book, The Secret of Gabi’s Dresser); my father 

was a survivor of the concentration camps. I grew up listening to 

my parents’ stories of survival. So, when I began to write, it seemed 

so natural to begin writing about this time in history. I’ve never 

stopped!

you have spoken with holocaust survivors who have shared  

their stories with you. What sort of impact has this had on  

your work?

It is one of the great privileges of my life to be able to talk with 

survivors and hear their life stories. I never take that privilege for 

granted. I am in awe of the strength that so many of them have. I 

admire their honesty, their courage and their vulnerability. I laugh 

with them and cry with them. I also am aware that this is an aging 

population. I have a window of opportunity to capture as many 

stories as I can and write them down for future generations.

researching and writing about the holocaust must be  

difficult at times. how do you balance your work/home life  

at these times?

I try to set aside two to three days a week for research and  

writing. The other days are spent speaking in schools, libraries, 

conferences. These days I have a lot more time to write and fewer 

opportunities to speak!! I love the research. It goes hand in hand 

with the writing. I love diving into this history and discovering 

stories I never knew. I love imagining how I could write those  

stories for my young audience. It’s the best feeling to be in the 

midst of researching and writing a new book. I look up after hours 

and realize how much time has gone by! 

you have written about being aboard the St. Louis,  

living in shanghai during World War II, twinning with a  

holocaust survivor, attending a war criminal’s trial, life in the  

concentration camps and many other topics. how do you go 

about your research for these vastly different stories?

The process of researching a book is no different from book to 

book. It’s only the content that varies. If I’m writing about a real 

person who is still alive (Shanghai Escape, To Look a Nazi in the 

Eye, To Hope and Back), then much of my research involves the 

interviews I conduct with those real people. I spend dozens and 

dozens of hours with survivors peeling back the layers of their lives 

and trying to uncover as many details as I can. If the book is about 

a real event but has a fictional character (The Diary of Laura’s Twin, 

Clara’s War), then more time is spent reading about that time in 

history and uncovering the details that way. Each day, I learn more 

and more about this time in history.

What do you hope future generations who read your  

books will learn from your body of literature?

Remember this History, 
Recount the Stories, 
Act with Compassion  
BY SANDRA O’BRIEN

but rather, inspired me. Perhaps by writing for a middle grade audi-

ence, I’m recreating my own experience of hearing those stories.

Judaism has many beautiful traditions and holidays  

which you make mention of in your books. do you have a 

favourite?

I am not a particularly ‘religious’ Jew. But I do love the customs 

and traditions. Friday night — the Sabbath — is very important for 

our family. I am blessed to have a large extended family — many 

in-laws and lots and lots of nieces and nephews. We try to gather as 

many people as possible on a Friday night — sometimes as many 

as 30! We light candles, we sing, have challah, say a few prayers, 

and then we spend a chaotic evening trying to catch up with one 

another. It’s wonderful! My kids (who are now adults) have been 

raised on this tradition and I hope they continue it with their 

families. In the midst of the pandemic, we continue to hold a Zoom 

Sabbath every Friday evening, and still have 30 or more people 

signing on. 

you have collaborated with many authors and individuals.  

Tell us what that process is like?

My collaborative experiences have been fantastic! I recently col-

laborated with Eric Walters for our book Broken Strings. I was also 

part of the Secrets series with six fabulous writers. The process 

varies depending on the project. With Broken Strings, Eric and I met 

to work out the structure of the book and how the plot was going 

to progress. Then he started off by writing a couple of opening 

chapters. He sent them to me, I ‘overwrote’ them (in other words, 

changed a bunch of stuff), added a couple of chapters and sent it 

back to him. He overwrote me, added chapters, and so on and so 

on. I called it a ‘finish that story’ project. You really had to go with 

the material that was sent to you and work with it and you really 

had to trust the person you were working with. In this case, Eric 

and I had a seamless working relationship. He is a generous writing 

partner and I loved the opportunity.

 For the Secrets series, we knew the premise for the series going 

into it. Teresa Toten, one of the people who spearheaded that 

project, wrote a brief outline of where and when the stories were 

going to take place, and she gave us a starting-off point. Each of 

the seven of us were then free to create a girl character in that time 

period and start her off in that setting. We were free to have our 

character develop a relationship with any other girl character and 

work with that author to overlap our stories. Or, we could just go off 

on our own and create. It was also a wonderful process!



6  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS  FAll 2020 WWW.BooKCEnTRE.CA WWW.BooKCEnTRE.CA  FAll 2020  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS   7  

When you collaborated with Eric Walters on Broken Strings  

what made you choose new york as the setting and post-9/11  

as the time period?

It was really Eric’s idea to include the 9/11 story as a backdrop  

for our novel. We wanted to tie the horror of the Holocaust to  

a more recent event that young people could relate to. 9/11 was a 

catastrophe that happened in modern times. So, we chose to set  

the book in its aftermath.

 

you collaborated with Jenny Kay dupuis on I Am Not a Number. 

What made you decide to write about the residential school 

experience in canada?

It wasn’t really a decision that I made. I was approached by Margie 

Wolfe, the publisher of Second Story Press, to see if I was interested 

in working with Jenny on that important story. Margie thought 

that, given my background writing stories about a difficult time in 

history, and doing it in a sensitive way, I would be a perfect fit for 

this story and writing about this time in history.

you have won the national Jewish book award, the louis l. 

lockshin and brenda Freedman award, the yad Vashem award 

for children’s holocaust literature, the norma Fleck award for 

canadian children’s non-Fiction and many others. When your 

work is recognized and awarded with these honours does  

this make it even more worthwhile?

I’m not going to lie. It’s lovely when my work is recognized with an 

award of some kind! I never think about awards when I’m writing, 

and I’m usually blown away when someone calls to say I’ve been 

nominated for a prize, or I’ve won an award. It continues to make 

me believe that the stories I write are relevant today, even though 

they are about a time in history that happened so long ago. 

you have written fiction, non-fiction and picture books  

for children, an adult novel and a play. do you prefer one  

genre to another?

Although the majority of my books are middle grade, I do love 

changing it up and writing in different genres. I think it keeps my 

writing fresh, and I am always learning something new. I really 

don’t have a preference. It’s just about what works best for that story.

Keep Your Eye On ...

Naseem Hrab
 INTERVIEW BY SHANNON BARNES

Tell us about your latest book or a project you are  
currently working on.

My latest picture book is called Weekend Dad. It tells the story  

of a little boy who visits his dad’s new apartment for the first 

time after his parents get divorced. It’s about one child’s experi-

ence adjusting to a new messy normal and it’s based on my 

childhood. I keep saying that I want this book to feel like the 

least divorce-y divorce book for children ever; that is, it’s not 

so much about divorce as it is about a father’s love. Frank Viva 

illustrated the book and he beautifully captured both the tender 

and awkward moments between the father and son.

 In other news, after a lot of waffling, I finally decided on the 

title of my forthcoming picture book. We landed on The Sour 

Cherry Tree. This picture book tells the story of a young girl as 

she walks through her baba bozorg’s house remembering all 

sorts of big and little things about him. Baba bozorg is Farsi for 

“grandfather.” Nahid Kazemi illustrated the book and it’s so,  

so gorgeous. Look for it in Fall 2021.

Tell us about your writing process.

My writing process is undisciplined at best. Book ideas usually 

flash in my mind based on words I see or hear in the world. And 

then it may take me months (or even years) before I actually  

sit down to write anything. I also need to start writing new 

manuscripts with a title in mind because it can help me to focus 

the entire story. Some stories arrive fully formed and others start 

out very messy and then if I’m lucky… something will start to 

take shape as I write. Basically, it’s chaos! 

How did you first get published?

I first got published after working in children’s publishing for 

many years. I couldn’t have asked for a better education. I’d 

always wanted to write, but I never really did anything about that 

dream until I formed a writing club with a few publishing friends 

and finally crafted a publishable manuscript: Ira Crumb Makes  

a Pretty Good Friend. Whew!

What do you like about writing for young people?

I love everything about writing for children. I love that it’s  

challenging. I love that children books can truly be a shared 

experience when you get to read aloud stories with them. I love 

that you get to try to help younger people make sense of the 

world. I fully admit to finding the world a very confusing place, 

so sometimes, I think I use my writing to try to make sense of it 

for myself as much as for children. I also tend to be a minimalist 

writer, so I love that it’s okay to use fewer words in picture books. 

One last thing, I love that children’s books are often illustrated.  

I love, love, love to see what illustrators come up with for  

different books.

Tell us about writers who inspire you.

Oh gosh. Many authors come to mind, but here are the first 

ones: Chieri Uegaki, Kyo Maclear, Aubrey Davis. I also love the 

work of Mo Willems and Christian Robinson. There are so many 

great books out there!!!
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PROFILE KATHY KACER

Will you continue to write about the holocaust or are there  

other areas of history you are interested in writing about?  

What are you working on now?

For now, I am still focused on writing stories about the Holocaust. 

Every time I think I’ve written the last story I have to tell, another 

remarkable one comes along and I think I’ve got to write that one! 

I have several books on the go, a couple that are coming out, and a 

couple that I am planning to write. Here’s what’s in the works:

 The Brushmaker’s Daughter (published by Second Story Press, 

due out in September 2020). Inspired by the true story of Otto 

Weidt, a German man who hired blind and deaf Jewish workers to 

work in his brush factory in Berlin and managed to keep them safe.

 Louder than Words (published by Annick Press, April 2020), the 

third in the Heroes Quartet series. Each book in the series focuses 

on a brave individual who hid Jews during the Holocaust. This one 

is about a Christian housekeeper named Nina Pukas. She came to 

work for a Jewish family in Ukraine and when the mother in that 

family was arrested and taken away, Nina claimed the three  

daughters as her own and kept them safe during the war.

 Call Across the Sea (published by Annick Press, due out in spring 

2021). This is the fourth in the Heroes Quartet series. This one is 

about a Danish girl named Henny Sinding, who rescued approxi-

mately 300 Jews by sailing them from Copenhagen to Sweden.

 I’m currently writing another book for Second Story Press that 

doesn’t have a title yet. It’s about a group of young men and women 

who called themselves the Edelweiss Pirates. They were a resis-

tance group opposed to the Nazis and to everything that Hitler 

stood for. This book is about a young boy, forced to be part of the 

Hitler youth, who discovers the Edelweiss Pirates and joins them to 

sabotage the Nazis.

 And then, I have another book idea; I won’t say anything about it 

just yet — but the story is rolling around in my brain!!

Sandra O’Brien is the former Editor of Canadian Children’s Book News who is enjoying 
spending more time with her dogs, Alfie and Audi, gardening and quilting.



grow up on, a best friend, a future waiting to be carved. As readers 

become emotionally invested in a character, they haven’t simply 

stepped back in time; they stand in someone else’s shoes, heading 

to school or facing the uncertainty of tomorrow or waiting to board 

a cattle car.”

BOOK 2: Emotional Bleeding

I always knew I wanted to write a novel inspired by my father- 

in-law, who was a teenage soldier in Hitler’s army. But as a Jew,  

I couldn’t put myself in his shoes to write historical fiction.  

Or perhaps that’s a lie I still tell myself. The truth is probably more 

that — as much as I love my father-in-law — I didn’t want to “be”  

a German soldier, even though I know very well that putting  

ourselves in another’s situation is a way to learn and understand 

those unlike ourselves. 

 I could, however, write from the point of view of his 12-year-old 

grandson, a half Jewish/half German kid who learns about his 

grandfather’s past while they watch the 2014 World Cup together, 

one of the storylines in The Other Side. I asked my son what ques-

tions he would want to ask his grandfather. We sent the list to 

my father-in-law, who answered in very honest detail. In the last 

months of his life, my father-in-law started telling stories of the 

past out of the blue and I had to ask him to pause while I searched 

his apartment for paper and pen. Again, that thrill of true-to-life 

stories captivated my mind, while the rest of me raged and wept. 

 Monique’s mother didn’t open up about her experiences for more 

than 60 years, and only did so because Monique — having heard 

the word “camp” whispered at home while growing up — insisted, 

knowing it was time. Once her mother started talking about her 

almost three years in Theresienstadt, Monique’s writing changed. 

“It was heartbreaking hearing from my mother for the first time, 

but at the same time as a writer I was on fire. I knew I was working 

with really powerful material. Somehow being a writer in a way 

protected me, gave me a layer between all the emotional stuff. As 

I wrote, I was so excited, but as a daughter I was ‘Oh my God, what 

my mother went through.’” Her mother experienced insomnia all 

of Monique’s life. Once the burden of keeping her secret had lifted, 

she began to sleep. 

 Marsha’s in-laws also didn’t talk about their experiences until very 

late in life. In fact, her mother-in-law didn’t speak until she was 

weeks away from death, and then she told Marsha, not her own 

children. After she passed away, her father-in-law opened up as well. 
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BOOK 1: Why We Write

I never set out to write about the Holocaust. 

 Clutch was a story inspired by my family — and both sides of 

my family have been in North America long before World War II. 

But by setting my debut novel in the year 1946 — one year after the 

end of WWII — and in Montreal’s Plateau neighbourhood, known 

then as the Jewish “ghetto,” I couldn’t not have a character who 

was personally affected by the Holocaust. And so Old Mr. Friedman 

came to be, one of Hitler’s despised “degenerate” artists, a refugee 

to Canada, a widower who lost his wife and children aboard the  

ill-fated MS St. Louis.  

 Once I began, I didn’t want to stop. The more I researched — and 

I admit I can happily lose myself in it — the more I was driven by 

survivors’ recollections of hope and despair. The stories at once 

fascinated and infuriated me. One minute I was heartbroken, the 

next gleeful about a gem of a detail I had discovered that needed to 

be shared.

 While I went through a roller-coaster of emotions — how can 

one not? — I felt fortunately distanced. Sure, I’m Jewish. I learned 

about the Holocaust during my school years. I visited Israel several 

times in my teens and twenties. I’ve toured the Montreal Holocaust 

Museum as well as the Yad Vashem World Holocaust Remembrance 

Center in Jerusalem — the sight of an actual German cattle car at 

the end of a broken train track still haunts me to this day. But again, 

I had no family who was killed and/or who survived the Holocaust. 

I was writing to enlighten and inform, to point out the horrors of 

the past so we don’t repeat them. 

 I spoke with some of my children’s lit colleagues who write about 

the Holocaust from different perspectives and for different reasons. 

Monique Polak and Emil Sher’s mothers are both Jewish concen-

tration camp survivors; Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch’s Ukrainian 

ancestors died resisting the enemy, her in-laws survived. For these 

authors, writing about this time is a way to connect with and 

honour loved ones who died or survived. Polak says it is why she 

was put on this Earth, for Sher it’s to dispel his mother’s fear about 

the Holocaust becoming a footnote in history, and Skypuch says 

she has a moral obligation to honour lesser-known experiences. 

 Marsha’s novels, including Making Bombs for Hitler, Don’t Tell 

the Enemy and Trapped in Hitler’s Web, focus on stories of the three 

million gentiles killed by the Nazis in what is now Ukraine. “We 

tend to think of the Holocaust and WWII as happening in Western 

Europe, but the fiercest battles of the war were fought between the 

Nazis and Soviets on the land that is now Poland and Ukraine,” says 

Marsha. “For the Poles, Ukrainians and Jews who lived in the battle 

zone, it was a deadly time.”

 Monique, who wrote What World is Left, The Taste of Rain, and 

Room for One More, has witnessed first-hand how stories of such 

a painful time speak to children of every background. “There is 

something universal about a kid who goes through hell and who 

emerges deeply scathed, but whole,” she says. “I’ve gone many 

times to Nunavik, I try to connect with the students. Kids have only 

fallen silent when they hear my mom’s story.”

 Emil, who adapted The Children of Willesden Lane for a younger 

audience and Resistance, a YA novelization of a film, agrees. 

“When a group of children in Tokyo received a suitcase from the 

Auschwitz Museum, it wasn’t the empty canister of Zyklon B that 

captivated them, or a child’s small sweater. It was the name on the 

suitcase — Hana Brady — that sparked their curiosity,” says Emil, 

who adapted Karen Levine’s book Hana’s Suitcase for the stage. 

“History comes alive when we give it a name, a face, a street to 

FEATURE RESEARCH & WRITING

The Emotional Impact 
of Researching and Writing  
About the Holocaust  
BY HEATHER CAMLOT

 Though my father-in-law never mentioned the Holocaust in the 

stories he recounted, as I wrote The Other Side, I went there once 

again. As with Clutch, I told myself it wouldn’t make sense to not 

have someone affected by the Holocaust, and I was mentally and 

emotionally swept back into researching stories that pulled at every 

part of my being — compelling me from curiosity and excitement 

to hate and outrage and back again. 

 “You can’t write a Holocaust story and not be affected by the 

suffering and the cruelty,” says Marsha. “I was sickened and sad 

and angry, but at the same time determined to highlight humanity 

in the midst of evil,” she explains. “In the midst of writing, I feel 

like I am bleeding onto the page. When I write The End, there is 

catharsis.” 

 I wondered how my colleagues confronted that blank page, 

never mind reaching The End. How did they get into the mindset 

to “go” there with their experience so personal? “I want to go there 

so much,” says Monique. “Maybe it goes back to the urge to under-

stand a very complicated mother. Once you know someone’s story, 

everything begins to make some sense.” 

 For Marsha, it’s a matter of respect. “The experiences of Lida  

and Luka from my first trilogy honour the reality of what my 

grandfather’s mother and sister lived and died through. Writing 

and researching this part of history is like a prayer for my  

ancestors, and it’s with that sense of prayer that I go there.” 

 Emil echoes this sentiment. “My mother lost several relatives 

during the Holocaust, and I carry the memory of them not only as a 

writer but as a son, a father, a Jew. The absence left by extinguished 

lives is its own form of presence, and transforming the tension 

between that absence/presence into words and images pushes  

me forward.” 

 Pushing forward with The Other Side took me to Germany.  

My husband had long wanted to show our children where his 

parents were from, and for a very long time I pushed it off. I didn’t 

want to go. Why would I want to tour a country that planned and 

perpetrated the mass murder of six million Jews? But a year after 

my father-in-law passed away, I agreed. I was struck by how  

beautiful and modern the country is, but more importantly by the 

sheer number of dedications to the Holocaust, from the entrap-

ment-inducing Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe to the 

Stolpersteine — brass stepping stones with the name and birth and 

death dates of victims of Nazi persecution that are embedded into 

the sidewalks in front of the victims’ former homes. 

 Before arriving in Germany, I had planned on visiting the 

Monique Polak Emil Sher Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch
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Sachsenhausen concentration camp, just north of Berlin, that I 

mention in The Other Side. I kept putting it off, visiting other sites 

to fact check and better my online and book research, from the 

Olympic Stadium to the Berlin Zoo to the remnants of the Berlin 

Wall. On our last day in the city, my husband asked if I was going  

to Sachsenhausen. He’d take the kids somewhere else. 

 I shook my head, disappointed in myself. I had no problem 

writing about death. But to visit an actual camp and stand among 

so many lost lives…I just couldn’t do it. I don’t know if I will ever 

be able to. Liam, my 12-year-old protagonist, mirrors this same 

thought.   

 Marsha too has not visited a concentration camp, though for  

different reasons. “I cannot stand the idea of walking through a 

place of mass killing while people sip lattes and buy souvenirs,” 

she says. “Maybe that’s not even what it’s like. Maybe everyone is 

respectful. I just can’t go there.” 

 Emil has heard something similar about the atmosphere  

today and considers the idea of taking selfies on sacred ground 

abhorrent. He visited Auschwitz in his early twenties: “I can still 

recall the numbing sight of a showcase filled with the glasses of the 

countless Jews who had been killed. A soul-depleting experience,” 

he says. “The visit didn’t directly inform the Holocaust stories I 

would go on to tell, but there are still moments when I’m working 

on a book or stage play when I sense the cold, looming shadow of 

those chimneys.” 

 Monique visited Theresienstadt while researching What World  

is Left and says it was a life-changing experience. “I have never felt 

so profoundly sad in all my life.” In the museum she saw her grand-

father’s propaganda artwork, done to ensure his family’s survival.  

“I didn’t know how I would react. But I actually felt very proud of 

him – his talent and the difficult circumstances he had to deal 

with gave me my life,” she says. “He could have refused, he would 

have been killed and I wouldn’t be talking to you.” She then quotes 

from the new Hunger Games prequel The Ballad of Songbirds 

and Snakes: “’Try not to look down on people who had to choose 

between death and disgrace.’ That’s my life.” 

BOOK 3: Whose Story to Tell

I don’t know why I think I can ignore writing about the  

Holocaust. I obviously have a fascination with 1940s history, as  

the manuscript I’m currently working on confirms. As I read 

through a “what happened on this day” website this past May,  

I zoomed right in to an intriguing moment in Holocaust history I 

had never heard of — and it occurred five days before the start of 

my novel’s timeline. I couldn’t ignore it. But that’s likely also a lie. 

The truth is probably more that I didn’t want to ignore it. 

 In this day and age of own voices, I asked my colleagues who 

should be recounting stories about the Holocaust. “I believe the 

right to write stories about the Holocaust extends to anyone who 

commits to telling the story with integrity and authenticity, even 

urgency,” says Emil. “I believe we box ourselves in if we don’t keep 

the door open to storytellers of all stripes who feel moved to tell a 

Holocaust story that is not in their bones but close to their hearts.” 

 Monique agrees. “I don’t think anyone owns a story,” she says. 

“We are losing our Holocaust survivors. The children are getting 

older too. I believe we need stories; we need to continue to have 

great stories. If it helps one kid, then go ahead and tell it.” 

FEATURE RESEARCH & WRITING

 Marsha has written many books outside of her own culture, 

such as the half a dozen novels set around the Armenian Geno-

cide. “I began my research in the 1980s at a time when there was a 

concerted effort on the part of the Turkish government to not only 

deny the Armenian Genocide but to destroy documentation. I felt 

it was my moral obligation to shed light on this topic,” she explains. 

“When writing on a culture that isn’t your own, I think it’s okay as 

long as you get permission and you do a good job.” Marsha goes  

on to say she wouldn’t write about the Holocaust from a Jewish 

perspective — though she could — because there is a wealth of 

brilliant Jewish writers already creating an impressive body of 

Holocaust literature. But regardless of one’s background, research 

is key. “I’ve read many an ‘own-voice’ book that portrays others 

as nasty stereotypes,” Marsha says. “Writing in one’s ‘own voice’ 

doesn’t exempt you from scrupulous research and doesn’t give you 

the right to promote your own brand of intolerance.” 

 Intolerance is the perfect word to capture the reason behind so 

many stories about the Holocaust. The stories that are hardest to 

tell are the ones that need to be written, says Monique. “It takes 

courage, life takes courage, being a teenager takes courage, living 

through a pandemic takes courage — and we’re capable. My mother 

used to say ‘This isn’t what Hitler wanted. Hitler didn’t want me 

here.’ Life is extra meaningful after you lived through hell.”  

 Although we are all pushed forward to share the horrors of war, it 

is hope that illuminates the way toward the end, hope for a world of 

tolerance, acceptance, empathy. “Ultimately, every story about the 

Holocaust is about loss of immeasurable magnitudes and depths,” 

says Emil. “At the same time, I don’t want readers or audiences to 

dwell in a story shrouded in despair from start to finish. Rays of 

light have found their way into all the Holocaust books or plays I 

have had a hand in shaping.” 

 Marsha seconds Emil’s thought. “As I write and research, there’s 

this urgency to make sure the stories are preserved, that we honour 

the strength and courage of those who died and those who  

survived, and that we learn through their pain. Even in the bleakest 

stories, I try to find a thread of hope.” 

 I have found that thread of hope in my latest manuscript,  

even among all the loss and tragedy and sheer sadness in the 

various storylines. But another thread has unravelled. One that is 

non-fiction. As I write this time, my mindset is different, my  

emotions teetering between extremes. All my life I thought all of 

my family had been in North America long before WWII.

 This past spring, I discovered I was wrong. My father’s uncle and 

cousin perished in the Holocaust. 

Heather Camlot is the author of The Other Side and What If Soldiers Fought with Pillows? 
She is also a freelance journalist, editor and translator.
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Telling Stories to Prevent  
Atrocities from Happening Again
BY MARYLYNN MILLER OKE

Each author has different experiences. Why do you write books 

for children and youth about the holocaust?  What drives you?

ra  The Holocaust became personal for me when I met my  

husband Paul, who was a Holocaust survivor. In 2010 we attended 

an event where we met the American soldiers who saved his life, 

sixty-five years earlier. That experience became the basis for my 

book The Last Train.

cM  I write about the Holocaust as a warning: this could happen 

here; this could happen anywhere. Beware of leaders promising 

‘greatness’ because that greatness is always at the expense of 

people considered expendable.

Ks  We need to learn from history and the Holocaust was a  

terrifying and horrific time. We need to know the stories so history 

will not repeat.

IW  My life as a small Jewish girl living in fear in Hitler’s Germany, 

then, parted from her parents to become a refugee in England.  

Discouraged from talking or questioning what happened. Many 

years later I felt compelled to do so. I wrote a play for young  

audiences, Good-bye Marianne, then a novel, which became a 

trilogy. Marianne is based on the experiences faced by many of the 

‘Kinder’ (Kindertransport).

 Young readers, by being exposed to the plight of these children, 

may be moved to a better understanding of what it means to be 

human: “We are not all the same.” Ernest, a boy in the Hitler Youth, 

tells Marianne, in my book.

MW  The most obvious answer is that my parents were Holocaust 

survivors and I was born in a displaced persons camp in Germany. 

The Promise, which I co-wrote with my cousin, is the story of my 

mother and aunt in Auschwitz. But the bigger truth is that I have 

been a publisher of human rights/social justice books focusing on 

women and girls for over four decades, and recognized years later 

that the Holocaust was a horrific period of injustice about which 

little had been written for young people.

Please describe your writing process. how are you trying to reach 

your reader through the story and/or accompanying images?

ra  I write a summary of my story so I know where it will go. Once 

I start writing, I let the character tell me what he or she wants to say 

and I write from his or her point of view so my reader can relate to 

their feelings and experiences. I use photos, when I can, to help 

them visualize the real places that the boy or girl are in.

Stories for children about the Holocaust are inevitably accompanied by brutal injustice, persecution 
and horror. For those who create them, and in some cases lived them, these stories need to be  
told to guide young readers toward a place where empathy and kindness embrace all of humanity. 
 Five renowned storytellers share how they write about one of history’s darkest chapters and the 
hopeful light that can emerge from it. 

rona arato (ra)

Rona Arato is an  

award-winning author of 

over 20 children’s books. 

Many of her books deal 

with human rights. The 

Last Train: A Holocaust 

Story won the Norma Fleck 

Award for Canadian 

Children’s Non-Fiction 

in 2014. She interviewed 

Holocaust survivors for 

Steven Spielberg’s  

Survivors of the Shoah 

Visual History Foundation. 

Rona lives in Toronto. 

carol Matas (cM)

Carol Matas is an  

internationally acclaimed 

author of over 45 novels 

for young people. Her  

best-selling work has  

been translated into 15 

languages and has received 

over 100 awards and  

honours. She is  

well-known for her  

books concerning the 

Holocaust, writing  

Daniel’s Story at the 

request of the United 

States Holocaust  

Memorial Museum in 

Washington, DC. 

Ken setterington (Ks)

Ken Setterington is a 

librarian, storyteller, 

reviewer and writer. He is 

well known as a passionate 

promoter of Canadian  

children’s literature. He  

can be heard on the  

long-running children’s 

book panel on CBC’s  

Next Chapter, hosted by 

Shelagh Rogers. He has 

written for children, teens 

and adults, including his 

soon-to-be released board 

book, Mom Marries Mum. 

He has received numerous 

awards including the  

Meritorious Service Medal 

from the Governor  

General of Canada.

Irene n. Watts (IW)

Irene Watts escaped  

Nazi Germany on the 

second Kindertransport to 

England in December 1938. 

Thirty years later she  

immigrated to Canada. 

She has written 25 plays 

for young audiences and 

is a Lifetime Member of 

the Playwrights Guild 

of Canada. Several of 

her 15 children’s books 

have been translated into 

French, Italian, Dutch, 

Portuguese and Korean. 

Seeking Refuge, illustrated 

by Kathryn E. Shoemaker, 

received the Vine Award for 

Canadian Jewish Literature 

in the Children’s /Young 

Adult category – the most 

recent of her many awards.

Margie Wolfe (MW) 

Margie Wolfe is the  

Publisher of Second Story 

Press and has worked in 

feminist book publishing 

for 40 years. She has 

written Women’s Studies 

guides and co-edited 

several book collections 

including Still Ain’t  

Satisfied: Canadian Femi-

nism Today, No Safe Place: 

Violence Against Women 

and Children, Found Trea-

sures: Stories by Yiddish 

Women Writers, and From 

Memory to Transformation: 

Jewish Women’s Voices. 

She co-wrote the children’s 

picture book The Promise, 

which tells the story of her 

mother and aunt’s survival 

in Auschwitz during 

the Holocaust, with her 

cousin Pnina Bat Zvi. She 

and three other women 

founded Second Story 

Feminist Press in 1988.

cM  My process begins with an idea; a theme I want to explore.  

The story is an illustration of the question. And it is all encom-

passed by research, research and more research.

Ks  I spent a great deal of time doing research in the Holocaust 

Museum in Washington, DC and visiting Germany to visit the 

concentration camp Sachsenhausen, close to Berlin, where many 

homosexuals were murdered. My book, Branded by the Pink  

Triangle, was non-fiction so photos I took and others I found at  

the museum archives were crucial to making the story real. It was 

also important for readers to know that the men I was talking about 

were actual people and not fictional characters.

IW  I write in a variety of genres, but the process is the same. An 

idea comes to me, it simmers, takes hold, and I begin my research 

into the world of the story.

 I want my reader to care about what happens to the characters. 

In A Telling Time, will the Nazi officer allow the Rabbi to finish 

telling the children about Queen Esther and the wicked Haman?

 Marianne in Remember Me is berated by her foster mother for 

not being more English, her name is never pronounced correctly; 

her shoes don’t fit, she’s afraid to ask for new ones. She misses  

her parents, worries about them. The reader becomes involved in 

her plight.

MW  Years ago the director of publishing at the Yad Vashem  

Holocaust History Museum in Jerusalem asked me why Second 

Story books work so much better than his own. After thinking a 

moment, I responded saying that, ‘His titles related history. Second 

Story books told stories.’ The challenge in writing about the  

Holocaust for kids is that the books don’t read like lessons — they 

need to be compelling works of literature that will have lasting 

impact on the hearts and minds of the readers.

What do you want your readers to learn about the holocaust?

ra  I want them to know that it really did happen. I want them  

to understand that hate and prejudice, in any time or place, are 

dangerous and they should stand against it.

cM  I think it is important to learn about antisemitism and its roots 

in our society. Young people need to learn that six million human 

beings were murdered because of a racist ideology — the purity 

of the white/Aryan race or White Nationalism, as we would call it 

now. Six million innocent people died not just because of Hitler, but 

because of all his enablers and all of his supporters.

FEATURE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
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MW  I have learned that I must keep doing these books because 

they are needed. I like to think they can help us create a more 

humane world.

What impact does writing about the holocaust have on you? 

ra  It is both emotionally draining and uplifting to write about  

the Holocaust. It is draining to hear survivors’ stories and read 

about their suffering. At the same time, I feel good that I am telling 

their stories and helping young people today to understand why  

it is in their power to help prevent these events from ever  

happening again.

cM  Writing about the Holocaust has changed me in profound 

ways. I talk about this change at length on my website should 

readers be interested, but it changed my entire view the world.

Ks  Writing about the horrors of the Holocaust is difficult. Waves  

of sadness and sleepless nights certainly had an effect on me.  

Man’s inhumanity to man is almost incomprehensible.

IW  That however many stories I write, there are always more 

stories to tell and different genres in which to write them. In each 

one, though my characters may not be given a completely happy 

ending, I never leave them without hope.

MW  Working as a publisher and author, it reminds me always  

that we can’t ignore the injustice, hate and cruelty that remains so 

prevalent today. We need to remember the consequences of racism, 

antisemitism — all forms of injustice and inhumanity so that we 

may guard against them.

how do you hope your books continue the legacy of teaching 

children about the holocaust?

ra  The more children read and understand what happened,  

the better prepared they are to recognize the danger signs and do 

their best to combat hate and prejudice when they encounter it.

cM  Holocaust literature should never become macabre or  

sensationalized or romanticized — something I see more and more. 

It should simply tell the truth. The truth is harsh, the truth is brutal, 

but the truth can also save us if we face it, accept it and learn  

from it.

Ks  I know that Branded by the Pink Triangle opened the conversa-

tion about the Holocaust to include the persecution of gay men  

for many readers. The murder of millions of Jews, Roma and Sinti, 

the disabled and the Jehovah’s Witnesses was horrific, but the 

murder of homosexuals was being forgotten.  

 The Nazi symbol to identify homosexuals was the pink triangle 

and it was claimed as an early symbol of gay pride. The pink tri-

angle has been replaced by the rainbow flag so I wanted gay youth 

to understand they had a history, albeit a horrific history — but an 

important history.

IW  The legacy of teaching children about the Holocaust rests 

with readers who are thoughtful of how the past influences the 

present, and how they can make a better world. With resilience, 

with the courage not to turn away, with kindness and hope they 

will succeed.

MW  I hope these books will help guide young people in creating a 

world where they don’t just tolerate, but rather celebrate, difference 

in cultures, race, religions, abilities and sexual orientation.

an IllusTraTor’s PoInT oF VIEW

Kathryn shoemaker on Illustrating the holocaust 

Please describe your creative process. how are you trying to 

reach your reader through the story and/or accompanying 

images?

In terms of visually showing the story, Irene Watts and I collaborate 

closely. In the picture book and the graphic novels that we’ve done 

together, the formats dictate by their very definitions that as much 

as can be shown will be visually depicted with thoughts, speech 

and transitions in time told in text on the page. We create dummies  

together so we can both judge how characters, their actions and 

events are shown and told. We both scrutinize the content and 

pacing. Both of us edit and select the images that most authentically  

convey the story and history. That authenticity is based upon  

rigorous research and Irene’s deep knowledge and experience of 

the time.

Marylynn Miller Oke is a freelance writer. Hoping to make the world a better place, she 
writes frequently for academic and non-profit sectors.

Ks  There were many victims of the Holocaust. Alongside the six 

million Jews there were others — the Jehovah’s Witnesses, people 

with disabilities, the Roma and Sinti and homosexual men. I want 

readers to understand how bullying behaviour can lead to  

destruction and death. It is important to understand that these 

atrocities actually happened not that long ago.

IW  That it began with bullying and escalated into crimes that 

affected families for generations. Marianne is expelled from school 

because of her religion, she is confined to her apartment because 

the streets are dangerous for Jews, her father is on the run from 

the Gestapo and her mother sends her to strangers because “I can’t 

keep you safe anymore,” she says. But even in the worst of times 

there is hope and words of kindness from new friends. I want my 

readers to learn that anyone can make a difference — not to walk 

away when they see a child bullied. Instead, to offer a hand in 

friendship.

MW  That it is not simply history, with little to offer us today.  

The lessons of the Holocaust are relevant during any time when 

we know that people are suffering because of intolerance, hate, 

oppression and inequality.

how do you decide which stories to tell?

ra  I write about people who are fighting for basic human rights. 

My husband Paul was a Holocaust survivor. I told his story in The 

Last Train. My book The Ship to Nowhere is about Rachel Landsman 

who was on The Exodus, a ship full of Holocaust survivors who 

wanted to live in a Jewish homeland. In Courage and Compassion, 

I wrote about ordinary people who acted when they saw injustice.

cM  Each book — I have written 10 Holocaust books and am  

writing another right now — has a different genesis, but it all began 

when the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum asked me 

to write the first novel for children about the Holocaust. They no 

longer wanted children reading adult Holocaust material, such as 

Night. I said yes, and wrote Daniel’s Story. 

Ks  In Branded by the Pink Triangle I told the stories of young men 

who were ordinary German citizens except for the fact that they 

were homosexual. I wanted to find men who were teens when they 

were arrested so that youth could more readily identify with them.

IW  My first attempt to write about the Holocaust in novel form for 

young readers was Good-bye Marianne. I wanted to fill the gaps in 

Marianne’s world that the play omitted. Marianne’s words at the 

end of the novel are, “Tomorrow we’ll be in England.”  I had to tell 

the next story; Remember Me is about that first lonely year in  

England and Wales, and the start of WWII. 

 What happened to the children in 1945? Six years later, how have 

they and the world changed?  They wait for news of the families, 

left behind. Finding Sophie completes the trilogy.

MW  More than anything we want the reader to empathize with  

the protagonists and the hardships and pain they are experiencing, 

and what they are doing to survive and/or to help others. Drama, 

suspense and mystery will make the story more compelling. For 

instance, Kathy Kacer’s forthcoming book, The Brushmaker’s 

Daughter, tells the story of how a Christian factory owner, blind 

himself, fought to protect his blind Jewish workers from the Nazis. 

Karen’s Levine’s Hana’s Suitcase showed readers the best and worst 

of humanity — good and evil through the eyes and experiences of 

an unforgettable cast of characters.  

Why is it important to teach children and youth about the 

holocaust?

ra  Children must understand that any kind of hate or bullying is 

not acceptable. The Holocaust started as a campaign against Jews 

and then escalated into the murder of six million people — simply 

because they were Jewish. I want children to learn to step up when 

they see hate or someone being bullied.

cM  I want my readers to understand that human beings are 

capable of unspeakable cruelty, but also unimaginable kindness 

and generosity. I want them to learn to think for themselves and to 

never, ever, follow a leader blindly into chaos and darkness. I want 

them to understand that political involvement isn’t for someone 

else but for us all, unless they want someone else to decide their fate.

Ks  We must learn from the past and understand how destructive 

bullying behaviour is.

IW  A rabbi was asked, ‘Can the Holocaust happen again?’ He 

responded, ‘Tomorrow.’

 We need to continue to tell what happened — not allow the  

Holocaust to become just a historical footnote. Only then will 

future generations, with knowledge and understanding, make sure 

that a crime of such magnitude is not repeated.

MW  I think it will help young readers to develop a moral compass, 

to clarify right and wrong and then to act on their beliefs.

What have you learned from these writing experiences?  

Why are they meaningful to you?

ra  I enjoy learning along with my readers. I do a lot of research for 

each project. My new book, Righting Canada’s Wrongs: MS St. Louis, 

is about Canada’s refusal to admit Jewish refugees fleeing Nazi 

Germany. For my book On a Medieval Day I learned how people, all 

over the world, lived during the Middle Ages. 

cM  I have interviewed so many survivors for my books and each 

time I do, the book changes radically from my preconceived idea 

of how it would develop. I have learned that listening is the greatest 

research tool there is and then writing the truth of what you have 

heard without softening it or trying to make it nice.

Ks  As a gay man I know I am lucky to live right now. If I was in 

Germany as a teen at that time I would probably have been killed  

or worked to death. There are still places in the world that being gay 

is a crime and I wanted youth today to realize that these are issues 

of importance. There is a need to celebrate PRIDE.

 I have worked on a non-fiction book about people with  

disabilities that has yet to find a publisher and I wonder if the deep 

sadness and horror associated with this community is just too 

much right now.

IW  Writing the trilogy and recapturing that bygone world for my 

characters helped to bring insight to questions for which I had long 

sought answers. 

 Many survivors kept silent about their experiences as I did, for 

many years. Writing documentary fiction for young people freed 

me to speak.

FEATURE ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION
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Canadian Children’s Literature 
as Stepping-Stones to 
Understanding the Holocaust
BY LARRY SWARTz

FEATURE TEACHING THE HOLOCAUST

Imagine a boy or girl reading the iconic title The Diary of Anne 

Frank for the first time. How did the student come to read that 

book? What prior knowledge might that reader have about the 

Holocaust that will prepare them for grasping the power of this 

Jewish girl and her family’s story about hiding in the Secret Annex? 

What questions about Nazi power will be aroused by reading 

about Anne Frank’s family? Where and how will the students find 

answers to those questions? 

 Imagine a student reading historical fiction about a Jewish 

child who is struggling to survive under Nazi oppression and who 

desperately seeks a place of refuge. Perhaps the student is reading a 

title by a Canadian author: Daniel’s Story by Carol Matas, Good-bye 

Marianne by Irene Watts or The Secret of Gabi’s Dresser by Kathy 

Kacer. What if the reader of that book is Jewish? Catholic? Hindu? 

Muslim? What if the reader of that book is of German ancestry? 

How does the story of a Jewish quest for refuge connect to the  

student’s own religion and culture? What might that story teach 

them about humanity and resilience that they can apply to their 

own lives?

 Imagine a student, Jewish or not, who is walking in his  

neighbourhood and sees graffiti of a swastika scrawled on a wall 

near his home. Does that child understand why this is a hate crime? 

Can the child begin to grasp where this hate came or have knowl-

edge and understanding of the slaughter of six million Jews and 

other persecuted groups in what is known as the Holocaust? 

Building Awareness, Understanding and  
Compassion through Literature

Studying the Holocaust can help students to understand the  

roots of prejudice, racism and stereotyping. When students read or 

listen to stories about the Holocaust, they may begin to grasp the 

horrors of war, the dangers of dictatorship and the politics of reli-

gious intolerance. Children’s literature can take students to other 

times, other places and when the characters and settings are drawn 

from historical events, readers are mining narratives where facts 

and fiction merge. Reading picture books, fiction and non-fiction 

texts can be a stepping-stone into learning about the Holocaust, 

and this learning can open students’ minds and hearts to the harsh 

facts of genocide. Author Kathy Kacer has informed us that stories 

about the Holocaust can offer lessons, not only about hatred  

and power, but also lessons about compassion, strength and  

selflessness, and these are lessons for the ages. 

 Many students in today’s schools have limited knowledge or 

even awareness of the atrocities of the Holocaust. If young people 

haven’t encountered media and texts about the killing of six million 

Jews, then schools are likely the forum for introducing this tough 

topic either through a community of readers who delve into a title, 

or through reading experiences where students can choose to read 

titles that they need or want to read. What age is too young? What 

information can the students grasp at different developmental 

stages and grade levels? What information is enough? What  

information is too much? 

 Teaching Holocaust history demands strong sensitivity and 

acute awareness of the complexity connected to the content. As 

with other tough, but vital, topics, a children’s literature title can 

open doors to learning and understanding about the topic. The fear 

of not having enough information may discourage some teachers 

from embarking on the topic. It need not. Teachers and parents  

are not obliged to have all the answers to young readers’ questions, 

but they should be prepared for questions to be revealed and  

subsequently investigated.  

 Introducing the topic of the Holocaust connects students to  

the past and present, encouraging them to contemplate their own 

role in creating inclusion and harmony. In this way, Holocaust 

education can help students to develop their social awareness and 

understanding of social justice, diversity and equity. Exposing 

young people to this period in history should be a priority in order 

to make them aware of antisemitism and other forms of bigotry, 

which still exists in today’s world. The classroom can plant the 

seeds for possible change. International titles such as The Boy in 

the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne (fiction), Refugee by Alan Gratz 

(historical fiction), The Diary of Anne Frank (non-fiction), White Bird 

by R.J. Palacio (graphic text) and Erika’s Story by Ruth Vander Zee 

(picture book) have given students strong insights into the history 

of the Holocaust.  

 Along with popular titles from other countries, Canada can 

certainly be celebrated for the talent, wisdom and dedicated 

research of significant authors who have served literature that can 

proudly sit on shelves of titles about living through and beyond 

the Holocaust. Philosopher George Santayana has written “Those 

who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” When 

young people read and respond to books on the Holocaust, they 

can grow in their understanding of the complexities of history, its 

impact on the present, and perhaps come to believe in the words 

written by Anne Frank: “In spite of everything I still believe that 

people are really good at heart.”

Books Build Understanding

The following list highlights Canadian titles about the Holocaust  

that can be considered as essentials to help students gain an  

understanding not only of antisemitism, but of resilience and  

hope. These five books of Holocaust remembrance were selected  

as representations of different genres suitable for different ages. 

Many of the novels and picture books suggested are drawn from 

true stories and the non-fiction titles provide testimonies of those 

who lived through, bore witness or were family members of  

Holocaust survivors. See the Bookmark column (page 20) for a 

more complete list of titles. 

The Promise 

by Pnina Bat Zvi and Margie Wolfe, illustrated by Isabelle Cardinal 

(Picture Book, Grades 3 and up)

This picture book, based on true events, tells the story of two  

sisters, Rachel and Topgy, who were taken to the Auschwitz  

concentration camp. The narrative and powerful visual images 

depict danger the girls faced, especially, when forced to separate. 

Three gold coins and a promise they had given to their parents 

keep the two sisters hopeful in their striving to survive.

Hana’s Suitcase: A True Story 

by Karen Levine (Biography, Grades 5-8)

Hana was a Czech girl who died in the Holocaust. This book 

provides an account of how the curator of a Japanese Holocaust 

centre learned about Hana’s life after a suitcase was sent to her. 

The story of Hana’s suitcase has helped children all over the world 

dig into pages that help them to learn about the terrible history of 

what happened during World War II and invites them to heed the 

warnings of history. This title is one of Canada’s most awarded 

children’s books. 

Daniel’s Story 

by Carol Matas (Historical Fiction, Grades 5-8)

Daniel’s family is forced from their home in Frankfurt, Germany 

and sent on a dangerous journey to a Nazi death camp. Daniel 

courageously struggles for survival and finds hope and life in the 

midst of despair. This book was written in 1993 to coincide with 

an exhibit at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in 

Washington, DC. Though fictional, Daniel provides readers with 

a young teenage character who inspires and helps to make sense 

and question the dreadful realities of the Holocaust.  

Good-bye Marianne: A Story of Growing Up in Nazi Germany 

by Irene N. Watts, illustrated by Kathryn E. Shoemaker  

(Graphic Text, Grades 5-8)

Marianne Kohn’s world collapses when, as a Jewish student, she 

was expelled from a German State school. The Gestapo forced 

their way into Marianne’s family home, destroying all their prop-

erty. The story begins on November 15, 1938 (one week after the 

Night of the Broken Glass/Kristallnacht) when synagogues and 

Jewish homes and businesses were destroyed by order of the Nazi 

government. The possibility of Marianne escaping Berlin is pro-

vided by Kindertransport, the rescue trains bound for England for 

unaccompanied children under 16. This book was first published 

as a novel in 1998 but was released in graphic format in 2008.

Branded by the Pink Triangle 

by Ken Setterington (YA Non-fiction, Grades 8 and up)

Setterington has done extensive research into the plight of  

homosexuals under the rise of the Nazi Party. Homosexuals, along 

with Jews and other groups, were imprisoned in concentration 

camps. The author presents a timeline of events of those who  

were persecuted and those who campaigned for human rights.  

He writes about the fears of raids, the ugliness of prison sentences 

that became a reality for homosexuals who were branded by the 

pink triangle sewn unto prison uniforms. 



William and Harry. To Look a Nazi in the Eye (2018) is a non-fiction 

title for young adults that conveys the experiences of 19-year-old 

Jordana Lebowitz when she attends the war criminal trial of Oskar 

Groening — the bookkeeper of Auschwitz in 2015. To help middle 

grade readers gain knowledge and insight and empathy into those 

who survived the Holocaust, Broken Strings (2019) is a must-read 

title. When a young Jewish girl named Shirli gets the part in the 

musical Fiddler on the Roof she comes to discover a violin hidden 

in her grandfather’s attic. She reaches out to her Zayde (grandfa-

ther), a widower, who seems angry, pained and reluctant to talk 

about his past. This is a well-paced, heartfelt story where students 

can learn about the inhumanity of Nazism and the scars it left on 

its victims. Broken Strings was co-written with Canadian author 

Eric Walters.

 Award-winning author Kathy Kacer has written more than  

20 books that focus on stories of the Holocaust. As a child of 

Holocaust survivors, Kacer feels a personal responsibility to collect 

these stories and pass them on to the next generation. The author 

believes that we all share a collective responsibility to ensure that 

this history is not lost, whether readers have a personal connection 

to this history or not. Kacer does the world of Canadian literature 

and Holocaust education proud in her passionate advocacy for 

stories about the Holocaust both in print and through speaking 

engagements. 

 In my new book, Teaching Tough Topics, I write: “Remember 

this: Every time you remember this history, and every time you 

talk about it, you are honouring someone who lived and possibly 

perished during that time. You are giving meaning to their lives. 

And that is a remarkable thing.” (2020, p. 69)

 

Additional Resources

The FAST Organization (Fighting Antisemitism Together) has  

produced a free online program Choose Your Voice designed  

for grades 6, 7 and 8 and Voices into Action (grades 9-12) to help 

students speak out against racism, antisemitism and intolerance. 

The four units are designed to burst the voices of stereotypes,  

learn from the voices of the past, and present and ultimately to  

have students ‘choose their own voices’ that tackle the issue  

of exclusion. 

 Second Story Press believes in the principal that it is possible 

to talk to children about serious issues, provided the context is 

appropriate. The Holocaust Remembrance Series for Young Readers 

includes picture books, fiction and non-fiction titles. A digital 

Teacher Resource Guide with lessons, worksheets, maps,  

photographs and evaluation materials is available through  

the publisher. 

Larry Swartz is a Literacy and Children’s Literature instructor at the Ontario Institute for 
Education (OISE). He is the author of the book, Teaching Tough Topics: How do I use 
children’s literature to build a deeper understanding of social justice, equity and diversity 
(Pembroke Publishers, 2020). Ideas for this article have been adapted from material that 
appears in Chapter 4, entitled ‘The Holocaust’ of Teaching Tough Topics.

Mi’kmaw Daily Drum
Mi’kmaw Culture for  

Every Day of the Week
Words and art by  

Alan Syliboy

978-1-77108-889-3 | $14.95
board book

Ages 0–3 | October

Screech!
Ghost Stories from Old 

Newfoundland
Text by Charis Cotter

Art by Genevieve Simms

978-1-77108-906-7 | $16.95
middle-grade, ghost stories

Ages 8–12 | August

A Great Big Night
Words by Kate Inglis
Art by Josée Bisaillon

978-1-77108-908-1 | $22.95
picture book

Ages 4–9 | September

Wild Pond Hockey
Words and art by  

Jeffrey Domm

978-1-77108-941-8 | $12.95
picture book | Ages 3–7 | October

Fall-tastic Books from Nimbus
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sPoTlIghT on KaThy KacEr 
Canadian Children’s Literature Hero

Kathy Kacer is to be commended for writing books in different 

genres including historical fiction, non-fiction and picture books, 

and for different audiences including upper elementary, middle-

years and young adult readers. The real-life experiences of her 

mother prompted Kacer to publish her first historical fiction title 

The Secret of Gabi’s Dresser. Gabi recounts her experiences as a 

young Jewish girl who lived on a family farm in Eastern Europe 

during the Second World War. When the Nazi’s conducted house 

searches for Jewish children, Gabi successfully hid in the dining 

room dresser (which is now in the author’s home). Since the publi-

cation of that book in 1999, Kacer has written additional historical 

fiction books for middle-years readers. A sequel to The Secret of 

Gabi’s Dresser, entitled The Night Spies, recounts the experiences 

of Gabi and her young cousin Max who hid in a cramped hayloft 

owned by a kind Catholic farmer. Clara’s War tells of the experience 

of a family sent to Terezín, a walled-in town in Czechoslovakia. 

Young Clara is eager to be part of a children’s opera ‘Brundibar’ but 

is conflicted when she learns about her friend’s dangerous escape 

plan. In The Diary of Laura’s Twin, a Jewish girl named Laura 

Wyman, about to celebrate her Bat Mitzvah, receives the diary of a 

12-year-old Sara Gittler who was imprisoned in the Warsaw Ghetto. 

For her Bat Mitzvah celebration, Laura is called upon to celebrate 

Sara’s life, helping her to better understand the choices  

in life we are confronted with. 

 Kacer’s extensive research skills are evident in her historical  

non-fiction titles for young readers: Hiding Edith presents the 

true story of an entire village that heroically conspired to conceal 

the presence of hundreds of Jewish Children; The Underground 

Reporters is the story of Jewish children who created a newspaper 

during World War II; To Hope and Back: The Journey of the St. 

Louis, the story of the luxury ocean liner that took almost 1000 

passengers to a safe haven across the ocean, only to have fate 

interrupted when they were not allowed to dock in Cuba; Shanghai 

Escape, the true story of Lily Toufar and her Austrian family who 

have escaped Europe to hopefully find a safe refuge in Shanghai, 

China. The book We Are Their Voice: Young People Respond to 

the Holocaust is a documentation of a writing project that brought 

responses from students from across America that documents 

what meaning they find in the Holocaust. 

 More recently, three titles serve as examples of Kathy Kacer’s vital 

works digging into Holocaust history in different genres. A picture 

book, The Brave Princess and Me (2019), tells the story of a princess 

who hides a young Jewish girl and her mother from the Nazis. The 

story is inspired by the real-life courage of UK’S Prince Alice, who 

is the mother of Prince Philip and great-grandmother of Princes 

Small Press. Important Books.

The Brushmaker’s Daughter
BY KATHY KACER

Lillian and her father avoid capture by the Nazis 
with the help of a real-life hero
   
In 1939 Berlin, twelve-year-old Lillian and her blind father 
are on the run. No one is willing to help them—until 
they meet Otto Weidt, whose factory secretly employs 
blind Jewish workers. Will he be able to keep them safe? 
Inspired by a true story.

“The unimaginable is made alive, heart-wrenching, 
and reachable for modern young readers.” 

—KIRKUS REVIEWS STARRED REVIEW

A HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE BOOK FOR YOUNG READERS
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Lillian and her father avoid capture by the Nazis 
with the help of a real-life hero
   
In 1939 Berlin, twelve-year-old Lillian and her blind father 
are on the run. No one is willing to help them—until 
they meet Otto Weidt, whose factory secretly employs 
blind Jewish workers. Will he be able to keep them safe? 
Inspired by a true story.

“The unimaginable is made alive, heart-wrenching, 
and reachable for modern young readers.

—KIRKUS REVIEWS STARRED REVIEW

A HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE BOOK FOR YOUNG READERS



The last Train: a holocaust story
written by Rona Arato

Owlkids Books, 2020 ©2013

In April 1944 the Nazis had just occupied the 
town of Karcag, Hungary, where Paul Aus-
lander and his family lived. For the next year, 
they endured unimaginable atrocities and 
were forced from ghetto to work camp to a 
freight train stranded in the middle of Ger-
many. Miraculously liberated by a group of 
American soldiers, Paul would be presented 
with the opportunity to meet those young 
men and say thank you many years later.

rescuing the children:  
The story of the Kindertransport
written by Deborah Hodge

Tundra Books, 2012

This book introduces students to the events 
surrounding the rescue mission that trans-
ported almost ten thousand Jewish children 
from Germany, Czechoslovakia, Austria and 
parts of Poland to safety in London just 
before the outbreak of World War II and the 
Holocaust. 

The secret of gabi’s dresser
written by Kathy Kacer

Second Story Press, 1999

Inspired by real events, this riveting novel 
tells how a Jewish girl escapes the Nazis 
when she hides in a dresser only inches away 
from where they are searching. 

seeking refuge: a graphic novel
written by Irene N. Watts

illustrated by Kathryn E. Shoemaker

Tradewind Books, 2016

Eleven-year-old Marianne, a Jewish refugee 
fleeing Nazi Germany, arrives in London on 
a Kindertransport. She is lonely and longs 
for her real family. Her attempts to become 
an English girl are not enough for her foster 
mother. With the outbreak of World War II, 
Marianne is evacuated to Wales. She is  
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friends face starvation in the ghetto, or death 
in the camps… unless she can help them.

The End of the line
written by Sharon E. McKay

Annick Press, 2014

Amsterdam, 1942. Beatrix watches in  
horror as her mother is forced off a tram by 
a Nazi soldier. When the soldier turns toward 
Beatrix, the ticket collector declares that she 
is his niece. This poignant novel pays tribute 
to ordinary citizens who perform heroic acts 
under dangerous conditions.

good-bye Marianne:  
The graphic novel
written by Irene N. Watts

illustrated by Kathryn E. Shoemaker

Tundra Books, 2008

Berlin, Germany, 1938. A week after the  
Night of Broken Glass is a cold place for 
11-year-old Marianne Kohn to grow up. Her 
father has disappeared, and Marianne is 
expelled from school. As the Nazis tighten 
the noose around the Jews, her mother can 
no longer keep her daughter safe.

hana’s suitcase anniversary album
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book  
for Young Readers)
written by Karen Levine

Second Story Press, 2012

In 2000, a mysterious suitcase arrived at a 
children’s Holocaust education centre in 
Japan marked “Hana Brady, May 16, 1931, 
Orphan.” The curator and the children at the 
centre were determined to learn what had 
become of Hana. Killed in the Holocaust  
and survived only by her brother George,  
her story was captured in the book  
Hana’s Suitcase by Karen Levine. This new
edition contains the original story plus over 
60 pages of new materials and an audio CD. 

Auschwitz, the sisters confront daily horrors 
together — always protecting one another. 
When Rachel becomes ill and is taken away, 
Toby risks everything and uses the well-
hidden gold coins to rescue her sister.

The secret of the Village Fool
written by Rebecca Upjohn

illustrated by Renné Benoit

Second Story Press, 2012

The true story of Anton, an unlikely hero  
who — despite being known as the “village  
fool” in his small Polish community — 
showed remarkable courage during the 
Holocaust by hiding a Jewish family and 
two orphaned girls, saving them from being 
captured by the Nazis.

JunIor & InTErMEdIaTE FIcTIon 
and non-FIcTIon For gradEs 4-9

a boy Is not a bird
written by Edeet Ravel

Groundwood Books, 2019

Natt knows there is a war on, but life in his 
small Eastern European town is comfortable. 
Then the Russians take over — synagogues 
close, Hebrew school is held in secret, 
tanks and soldiers fill the streets. At first, 
it is exciting, but then Natt’s safe world is 
overturned. 

broken strings
written by Eric Walters and Kathy Kacer

Puffin Canada, 2019

It’s 2002. Shirli Berman is performing in her 
school’s production of Fiddler on the Roof. 
Rummaging in her grandfather’s attic for 
props, she discovers an old. Showing it to her 
grandfather doesn’t end well. When a painful 
family secret spills out, Shirli learns the true 
power of music, both terrible and wonderful. 

PIcTurE booKs For gradEs 2-7 

The brave Princess and Me
written by Kathy Kacer

illustrated by Juliana Kolesova

Second Story Press, 2020

In 1943 the Nazis have taken over Athens. 
Because they are Jewish, Tilde Cohen and 
her mother are in danger. They arrive,  
unannounced, on Princess Alice’s doorstep 
and beg her for help. Born deaf, the princess 
knows what discrimination feels like. But will 
she risk her life to save theirs?

Fania’s heart
written by Anne Renaud

illustrated by Richard Rudnicki

Second Story Press, 2018

Ten-year-old Sorale discovers a tiny heart-
shaped book among her mother’s belong-
ings. It is written in languages Sorale doesn’t 
understand — who wrote those words? 
Based on a true story about how, against all 
odds, the heart-shaped book was crafted 
within the confines of Auschwitz.

The Magician of auschwitz
written by Kathy Kacer

illustrated by Gillian Newland

Second Story Press, 2014

The true story of Werner, a young Jewish 
boy in Auschwitz who shares his bunk with 
a kind, quiet man named Herr Levin. Levin 
seems like any other prisoner, until one night 
he performs magic for the guards, telling 
Werner that his life depends on his ability to 
entertain their captors.

The Promise
written by Pnina Bat Zvi and Margie Wolfe

illustrated by Isabelle Cardinal

Second Story Press, 2018

When Rachel and Toby’s parents are taken by 
the Nazis, they give the girls three gold coins 
and tell them to always stay together. In 

The choice
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book  
for Young Readers)
written by Kathy Clark

Second Story Press, 2015

Jakob, 13, and his family hide their Jewish 
identity and live as Catholics in Budapest 
during World War II. A rash choice to reveal 
himself as Jewish in front of his best friend, 
Ivan, has drastic consequences. In Auschwitz,  
it is Jakob’s passion for revenge against Ivan, 
who he believes betrayed him, that fuels his 
will to survive.

clara’s War
written by Kathy Kacer

Second Story Press, 2001

Clare, 13, and her family are imprisoned in 
Terezin (Terezinstadt), a ghetto in a medieval 
town near Prague. Here Clara encounters 
hunger, disease and filthy living conditions. 
Even worse is the constant threat of being 
deported to concentration camps. Life takes 
a turn for the young people when a chil-
dren’s opera, Brundibar, written by an inmate, 
allows them moments of joy and laughter.

daniel’s story
written by Carol Matas

Scholastic Canada, 2018 ©1993

Daniel barely remembers life before the 
Nazis came to power in 1933. No longer able 
to practise their religion, vote, own property 
or even work, Daniel’s family is forced from 
their home in Frankfurt and sent first to the 
Lodz ghetto in Poland, and then to Auschwitz.  
Daniel finds hope, life and love in the midst 
of despair.

don’t Tell the Enemy
written by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch

Scholastic Canada, 2018

War is raging around Krytia’s town in Ukraine. 
Family members have died at the hands of 
Soviet and Nazi invaders. Now her Jewish 

Holocaust Remembrance
Bookmark! highlights books for a variety of grade levels around a particular theme. Meghan 
Howe, the CCBC’s Library Coordinator, and Larry Swartz, Literacy and Children’s Literature 
instructor at the Ontario Institute for Education (OISE), have compiled a list of Holocaust-
themed books. While the stories featured explore this dark period in history, they also highlight 
those individuals who showed compassion and acts of bravery to save thousands of Jewish 
families. These titles would make great additions to public, school or home libraries.

shuffled from one unsuitable home to 
another, but Marianne’s courage and  
resilience are finally rewarded.

The underground reporters
written by Kathy Kacer

Second Story Press, 2004

Two brave Jewish youth contribute to an 
underground newspaper during WWII. Their 
riveting story is full of courage, adventure 
and hope for a peaceful world to come. 



JUST DO YOUR BEST 
. . . ONE STEP AT A TIME. 

CELEBRATING THE 40TH  
ANNIVERSARY OF THE TERRY FOX  

MARATHON OF HOPE,  
this picture book biography tells the story  
of one of Canada’s most celebrated heroes  

from the perspective of his best friend.
AVA I L A B L E 
A U G U S T  4

Educator’s guide available at www.tundrabooks.com

lauren yanofsky hates the holocaust
written by Leanne Lieberman

Orca Book Publishers, 2013

Lauren, a Jewish teen, is sick of hearing 
about the Holocaust. Her father, a Holocaust 
historian, is always giving her memoirs to 
read, and her mother doesn’t understand 
why she doesn’t like Jewish youth camps 
and trips to Holocaust memorials. But when 
she sees some of her friends play Nazi 
war games, she must choose between her 
friends and her heritage.

numbers
written by David A. Poulsen

Dundurn, 2015

Andy doesn’t fit in with the goths, nerds, 
jocks or even The Six, the gang of school 
misfits. But then he finds himself in the Grade 
10 class of Mr. Retzlaff — the coolest teacher 
in school — who teaches about World War II,  
Hitler and the Holocaust. But will acing  
Mr. Retzlaff’s class come at too high a cost? 
Can he stand up to the person he trusted  
the most?

To look a nazi in the Eye:  
a Teens account of a War criminal Trial
written by Kathy Kacer and Jordana Lebowitz

Second Story Press, 2017

The true story of Jordana Lebowitz’s time  
in Germany, where she went to witness  
the trial of Oskar Groening, known as the 
bookkeeper of Auschwitz, a man charged 
with being complicit in the death of more 
than 300,000 Jews. 

Whispers from the ghettos 
(Whispers, Book 1)
written by Kathy Kacer and Sharon E. McKay

Puffin Canada, 2009

Meet 12 Jewish children who were confined 
in ghettos during WWII. Through it all they 
lived with the constant fear that they could 
be transported to the death camps at any 
time. But their spirits remained strong and 
they lived to tell their stories. 

Witness: Passing the Torch  
of holocaust Memory to new  
generations
complied by Eli Rubenstein with  

March of the Living

Second Story Press, 2020

Originally published in 2015 to much 
acclaim, this new edition, released to  
commemorate the 75th anniversary of 
the end of WWII, has been enriched with 
compelling new liberation stories, along with 
additional content honouring those who 
rescued Jews during WWII. 
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We are Their Voice: young People 
respond to the holocaust
(The Holocaust Remembrance Book  
for Young Readers)
created and edited by Kathy Kacer with  

Karen Krasny, Alan Gotlib, Susan Gordin and 

Shawntelle Nesbitt

Second Story Press, 2012 

Do young people today find meaning in 
the Holocaust? That’s the question that 
prompted a writing project asking young 
people from across North America and 
abroad to share their ideas about this time 
in history. Students wrote short stories, 
discussed the impact of books, interviewed 
survivors and created works of art that give 
us hope for a more peaceful and tolerant 
future.

When We Were shadows
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book for 
Young Readers)
written by Janet Wees

Second Story Press, 2018

Fleeing the Nazi regime, young Walter and 
his Jewish family escape to the Netherlands. 
But, even there, his family’s safety is not 
assured and they are forced to move again 
and again, from city to countryside to a 
hidden village deep in the woods. This book 
highlights the heroes of the Dutch resistance.

BOOKMARK! HOLOCAUST LITERATURE

sEnIor FIcTIon and non-FIcTIon 
For gradEs 7 and uP

branded by the Pink Triangle
written by Ken Setterington

Second Story Press, 2013

This book tells the history of the  
persecution of gay men by the Nazi regime 
during the Holocaust. Homosexuals were 
imprisoned along with Jews in the camps. 
The pink triangle, sewn onto prison uniforms, 
became their symbol. Combining historical 
research with individual stories, this account 
brings this period of history to life for  
young readers.

hidden gold:  
a True story of the holocaust
written by Ella Burakowski

Second Story Press, 2015

It’s 1942, and the Nazis are rounding up 
Polish Jews for transport to the Treblinka 
death camp. The Gold family must find a 
hiding place or face a near-certain death.  
So begins a true story of terror, suspense  
and deplorable hardship.

Irena sendler: bringing life  
to children of the holocaust
(Crabtree Groundbreaker Biographies)
written by Susan Brophy Down

Crabtree Publishing, 2012

Born into a Catholic family in Poland in 1910, 
Irena Sendler’s father instilled compassion 
in her for patients that others refused to 
treat, particularly poor Jews. Throughout the 
German occupation in World War II, Irena 
worked tirelessly to help save Poland’s Jews. 
Convincing Jewish families to give up their 
children and Catholic families to take them 
in, Irena saved at least 2,500 children.

FROM THE GOVERNOR GENERAL’S 
AWARD-WINNING AUTHOR OF

 WHEN WE 
WERE ALONE

comes an epic middle grade adventure 
inspired by Narnia, featuring traditional 

Indigenous stories

AVAILABLE IN SEPTEMBER



cone cat
written by Sarah Howden

illustrated by Carmen Mok

Owlkids Books, 2020

978-1-7714-7361-3 (hc) $19.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Humour | Animals | Pets | Cats 

First he was Jeremy, a quick and nimble cat. But after a trip to the 
vet, he has a new identity: Cone Cat. Cone Cat is not as graceful or 
as quick as Jeremy was, but a chance meeting with a bowl of cereal 
changes his perspective on cone life. Without the cone, he would 
never have been able to experience the best day of his life: Ava’s 
birthday party. But unfortunately, all good things must come to an 
end and cone life has an expiration date. 
 This adorable and funny story follows a cat who quickly sees the 
bright side of his new situation. The illustrations perfectly capture this 
playful tale and the humour shines through in every page. Cat lovers 
will recognize Jeremy’s exploits from all the other cats they know 
and love and kids will laugh out loud. Cone Cat is nine lives worth of 
fantastic feline fun that kids and their parents will love.

Emma Hunter is the Marketing and Communications Coordinator at the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre.

Fast Friends
written by Heather M. O’Connor

illustrated by Claudia Dávila   

Scholastic Canada, 2020

978-1-4431-7040-6 (pb) $8.99

for Preschool to Grade 1

Picture Book | Fiction | Friendship | Diversity |  

Special Needs | Interpersonal Communication |  

Non-verbal Communication

From printing to eating to moving about, everything about Tyson is 
fast. When new student Suze arrives, she’s wearing a crash helmet, 
sitting in a wheelchair, and appears to be non-verbal. But Tyson 
notices that Suze’s eyes are attracted to fast things — a picture of a 
race car and a book about a jet. Tyson wants to play with her, but the 
teacher picks others instead, students who aren’t mindful of Suze’s 
interests or needs. After following Suze to the park, Tyson learns even 
more about her. When the teacher finally picks Tyson to be with her 
at recess, Tyson gives Suze what she’s been waiting for — an experi-
ence so enjoyable that she responds with a big, happy belly laugh. 
 This is a fun, engaging book. Dávila’s illustrations are bright and 
bold, expressive, playful, and full of energy. O’Connor’s writing is 
concise and nuanced, portraying Tyson and Suze as fully-realized 
characters, with strengths and challenges that readers can identify 

with. Tyson is as observant as he is fast, and Suze loves speed as 
much as she does books. Together, they come to understand one 
another in a rich and deeply personal way, and demonstrate to others 
how to truly communicate with and listen to one another. Developing 
friendships is so essential to our well-being, regardless of age. How 
wonderful that we have Tyson and Suze to show us what it means to 
really be fast friends.  

Ken Kilback is a writer and primary teacher in Vancouver.

 
Friends for real
written by Ted Staunton

illustrated by Ruth Ohi  

North Winds Press/Scholastic Canada, 2020

978-1-4431-7515-9 (hc) $16.99

for Preschool to Grade 2

Picture Book | Fiction | Friendship | Imagination

Pets make Emma sneezy, but she has the perfectly puffy and  
huggable Squeezy who’s just right for her in so many ways. While 
swinging one day, Squeezy flies away and Emma cannot find him, not 
even with the help of a boy playing at the park. Emma is devastated. 
After she goes camping, to the zoo, and to the beach, not one of  
the new stuffies she gets is just right — Twinkles the moose is afraid  
of heights, Patches the giraffe is afraid of the dark, and Blubbles the 
dolphin hides fish, not broccoli. Dispirited, Emma goes to the park 
alone, where she finds the same boy there. As she ponders things, 
Emma realizes that a best friend has been waiting for her all along. 
 Staunton’s text is beautifully written, engaging, respectful of the 
feelings and imagination of his characters, and displaying a sweet 
natural humour. Ohi’s watercolour illustrations are delightful and 
perfect, whimsical and touching. The most poignant of the illustra-
tions is of Blubbles playing gleefully in the tub while Emma walks 
away, feeling all alone. Throughout the text and illustrations, the boy 
keeps appearing, still watching out for Squeezy and always interested 
in Emma’s newest stuffy, a constant source of support for her. Only 
when Emma opens her eyes and sees the potential of who he can be 
to her does she begin to experience the blessings and treasures real 
friends can bring. 

Ken Kilback

 going up!
written by Sherry J. Lee

illustrated by Charlene Chua  

Kids Can Press, 2020

978-1-5253-0113-1 (hc) $19.99

978-1-5253-0525-2 (eBook) $9.99

for Grades 1 to 3

Picture Book | Fiction | Multicultural | Inclusivity |  

Community | Neighbours | Celebration | Urban Living | 

Friendship

Sophie and her dad are invited to Olive’s birthday party on the 10th 
floor. After making Sophie’s favourite cookies, “molasses with jam 
in the middle,” they head up. On the way, the elevator stops at each 
floor to pick up more passengers, the number of people and pets 
delightfully increasing. The Habib family brings gulab jamun (another 
favourite dish of Sophie’s), the entire Flores family — except the  
baby — wear their dancing shoes, and Grace and Arnie carry their 
musical instruments. There’s a lot of squeezing in and giggling as 
everyone makes room for more to get in. When the elevator doors 
open on the 10th floor, gatefold pages open up, revealing everyone 

The barnabus Project
written and illustrated by the Fan Brothers with 

Devin Fan

Tundra Books, 2020

978-0-7352-6326-0 (hc) $23.99

978-0-7352-6327-7 (eBook) $11.99

for all ages

Picture Book | Pets | Diversity | Courage | Hope | Cooperation | Loyalty | Friendship

How very disheartening to be labelled a failure! Curiously half mouse 
and half elephant, Barnabus resides in a secret lab hidden deep below 
street level beneath the Perfect Pets store where genetically engi-
neered “perfect” pets can be purchased. Because Barnabus is far from 
flawless, he, as well as his imperfect companions, are confined to bell 
jars in the section of the lab labelled “Failed Projects”. Here they are 
inspected by the Green Rubber Suits who peek, prod and feed them. 
What a desolate existence! 
 When Barnabus inquires what lies beyond the lab, Pip, a roving 
cockroach, shares stories about the world above: “Stories about a 
sparkling silver lake, green trees, and mountains that reached all the 
way to the sky, lit with their own stars.” Just the place for Barnabus! 
When Pip warns that the imperfects are soon to be recycled and 
re-created as perfect pets, Barnabus leads them in a daring bid for 
freedom where acceptance awaits... “a place full of sunshine and 
happy noises, green trees and soft grass. A place that might  
be home.”
 This timeless and multi-layered story imparts some profound  
messages to all ages: Be true to yourself. Demonstrate loyalty to 
friends. Pursue your dreams. Even amid the depths of despair, there 
is hope.
 The Fan Brothers’ soaring imaginations have not only produced  
a fantasy-filled underworld inhabited by strange creatures, but also 
a surreal world above ground which juxtaposes the familiar with the 
strange and surprising. Rendered in graphite and coloured digitally, 
their fascinating illustrations will amaze and confound readers  
on every page.

Senta Ross is a former elementary teacher and teacher-librarian in Kitchener, Ontario.

We Recommend
N E W  A N D  N O TA B L E  B O O K S  F O R  T O D D L E R S  T O  T E E N S

Red Leaf Literature titles (indicated with a red title and ) are chosen by Canadian  
Children’s Book News reviewers. These books are thought to be of the highest quality  
and signify titles of exceptional calibre.
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pouring out, as well as just exactly who Olive is. 
 Lee’s debut picture book is fun and engaging, the writing well-
paced and infused with a natural humour. The story is a wonderful 
read-aloud, the repetitive “Going up!” phrase certain to engage  
children. The tall, vertical shape of the book is perfect. Chua’s  
beautiful watercolour, watercolour ink, and coloured pencil  
illustrations add their own layers of humour. From Sophie herself to 
the tattooed Santucci brothers, from a same-sex couple to Mr. Kwan 
and Nori, and even to Olive’s owner, the book shows true inclusivity 
with its cast of diverse characters. More than that, though, is the 
strong sense of community that prevails throughout, a community 
whose foundation is love. 

Ken Kilback

gurple and Preen:  
a broken crayon cosmic adventure
written by Linda Sue Park

illustrated by Debbie Ridpath Ohi

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020

978-1-5344-3141-6 (hc) $23.99

978-1-5344-3142-3 (eBook) $14.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Creativity | STEAM | Art | Problem-solving | Imagination

You never know what will come out of a broken crayon. As someone 
who spends a lot of time on KidLit Twitter, I’m a big fan of illustrator 
Debbie Ridpath Ohi’s Broken Crayon art. After accidentally breaking 
a crayon while drawing, Debbie had an idea: what if something came 
out of the crayon? Debbie’s broken crayon art lead to this collabora-
tion and was the inspiration behind the story of Gurple and Preen. 
Written by Newberry winner Linda Sue Park, this book was inspired 
by Debbie’s broken crayon art, which is brought to life in this story of 
two robots and their broken ship. Stranded, Gurple begins to break 
different crayons which each reveal a new object inside of them. As 
Gurple casts each item away declaring it useless, Preen gets to work 
on preparing their ship.
 This creative and fun story is the perfect spark for the unlimited 
imagination of a child. Anything and everything can come out of a 
broken crayon and the art project that started this story is accessible  
to everyone. No matter your artistic skills, you can make broken 
crayon art too! While art was the start of this story, Gurple and Preen 
is also a fun take on STEAM and problem solving. Using differing art 
styles, the illustrations are bright and fun, just like the story. This  
creative and unique picture book is perfect for classrooms; I can’t 
wait to see the broken crayon art that Gurple and Preen inspire.

Emma Hunter

The haircut
written by Theo Heras

illustrated by Renné Benoit

Pajama Press, 2020

978-1-77278-095-6 (hc) $17.95

for Preschool

Picture Book | Father-Son Relationship |  

Trying New Things | Haircuts | Nervousness

The team that brought you Baby Cakes, Where’s Bunny? and Hat 
On, Hat Off have reunited to bring you the endearing new story The 
Haircut. This picture book is perfect for toddlers ready to move from 
board books to larger sized picture books. To help make the transition 
easier, the book has been described as “Toddler Tough” with its firm 



"A delightful and beautiful
family initiative that truly

captures the spirit of
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Maeve is a simple farm girl who daydreams when she 
should be doing chores. She gets lost in her own wild 
imaginings so often that folks think there’s something 
wrong with the girl who sells eggs in the village. 

But then Maeve meets a Druid seer who tells her she has 
the gift of sight and off ers to help her develop her gift. 
Maeve learns she has a role to play in the future of the 
kingdom, and with war on the horizon, that spells danger. 
Maeve must dig deep within herself and discover who she 
really is if she is to survive the dangers ahead. 

Karen Autio 
Emma Pedersen
$9.95 Ages 7-9 
978-1-989724-07-1

Kristin Butcher
$10.95 Ages 9-12
978-1-989724-03-3Melanie Jackson

$10.95 Ages 11-13
978-1-989724-05-7

fish heads over a hot cheese pizza — kids will be positively entranced 
by Atkinson’s jolly illustrations and clever wordplay. Monsters 101 is 
ultimately a delightful read, equally amusing for inquisitive kids, and 
parents and teachers with a penchant for quirky horror humour.

Kayla O’Brien is an English Literature graduate of Queen’s University pursuing her 
Master’s Degree.

My day with gong gong
written by Sennah Yee

illustrated by Elaine Chen

Annick Press, 2020

978-1-7732-1429-0 (hc) $21.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Intergenerational | Chinatown |  

Language Barrier | Empathy | Patience

Young May feels quite anxious about having to spend the day with 
Gong Gong, her grandfather. How will they communicate? He 
doesn’t speak English and she doesn’t know Cantonese. This disparity 
is expanded as they walk through the streets of Chinatown. May 
overhears her grandfather interacting with vendors and neighbours, 
but understands not a word. She becomes increasingly frustrated, 
especially after hinting several times that she is hungry. “My tummy 
grumbles. I pull on Gong Gong’s sleeve. “Can we eat?” I ask. He pats 
my head and smiles, but that’s not what I asked for!” May’s inner 
voice becomes increasingly darker: “I wish he’d hurry up! ... I thought 
we were going home to eat!”... They all laugh, but I’m not doing 
anything funny!” Just when May is reaching her breaking point, Gong 
Gong surprises her. Two small gifts emerge, proof that he has been 
paying attention to his granddaughter after all. 

 I Found hope in a cherry Tree
written by Jean E. Pendziwol

illustrated by Nathalie Dion

Groundwood Books, 2020

978-1-77306-220-4 (hc) $18.95

978-1-77306-221-1 (eBook) $16.95

for all ages

Picture Book | Lyrical Poem | Seasons | Nature | Cherry Tree | Challenges | Hope

Where does one find reassurance and comfort in a world often 
fraught with the volatile, the concerting and even the frightening? 
We meet a young girl who observes and explores the beauty and the 
challenges of nature. Although her shadow can grow large and long 
on a sunny day, it can also shrink and disappear, only to inevitably 
return. She senses the wind telling stories as it whispers quietly to the 
trees, yet in the winter the same stories tend to “howl like wolves.” 
Snowflakes can float gently into her mouth, tasting like clouds, yet 
should they be icy and freeze her face, the flavour is still the same. 
Then, by chance, she discovers a cherry tree: “I found hope in a 
cherry tree that places tiny buds on shivering, leaf-bare branches in 
autumn, knowing that shadows can disappear, and stories can howl 
like wolves, and snowflakes can be icy and sharp, and there is no way 
for the tree to be sure that the buds will ever bloom. But the cherry 
tree knows this: it is hope in autumn that brings flowers in spring.”
 Pendziwol’s writing is simply sublime. It is no small feat to grasp 
the essence of such a complex and, sometimes, troubling subject in 
so thoughtful a manner that readers of all ages can understand and 
relate to. The word images used to indicate that one can find opti-
mism through the natural world in every season are exquisite, from 
snowflakes collected on mittens “...each one perfect and beautiful 
and special” to the wind “…whispering to the trees, making them 
laugh and sigh.” Dion’s charming illustrations, a mix of traditional and 
digital paintings cut, transformed and placed in Photoshop, comple-
ment the text to perfection. Her engaging depictions of a girl and her 
cat exploring their natural surroundings are almost comforting.

Senta Ross 

Joni: The lyrical life of Joni Mitchell
written and illustrated by Selina Alko

HarperCollins Canada, 2020

978-0-0626-7129-5 (hc) $23.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Non-Fiction Picture Book | Biography | Joni Mitchell |  

Music | Art

The vibrancy of Joni Mitchell’s music and spirit shines in this  
picture book biography about the famous Canadian folk singer.  
From her childhood in the Canadian prairies to her life as a singer 
in Greenwich Village, this book follows Joni’s life and recounts the 
inspiration behind many of her most famous songs. The unique and 
beautiful art, made from mixed media, manages to convey music 
through pictures alone: while looking at the images you can easily 
feel like you can hear “Chelsea Morning” or “California.”
 While young readers might not be familiar with Joni Mitchell, this 
book will introduce them to this amazing woman and will appeal to 
young people with artistic minds, just like Joni. Who else could teach 
someone to paint their feelings with words? I felt like this book was a 
work of art, which is fitting for a Joni Mitchell picture book. Joni sets 
itself apart from other picture book biographies and is like a burst 
of colour when all you can see and feel is blue, and joins the likes of 
other great picture book biographies. 

Emma Hunter

Monsters 101
written and illustrated by Cale Atkinson

Tundra Books, 2020 

978-0-593-12280-8 (hc) $21.99

for Junior Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Supernatural | Monsters | Humour
 

In Cale Atkinson’s latest monster masterpiece, 
kids can expect a catalogue of every spooky 

creature they could possibly fathom — from bloodsucking vampires 
to brain-eating undead zombies. This monster guidebook takes its 
readers past the glowing eyes and barred fangs of such supernatural 
beasts and shows kids that the creatures under their beds have a 
plethora of fun facts to share with their human friends. The masters 
of monstronomy include Batula McFang and Tina the zombie, along 
with Professor Blobbins and Professor Howlsworth, who will navigate 
readers through the daily life of such monsters, detailing their diets 
and habitats along with tips on monster-human interaction. Accom-
pany these creatures of the night through a weird and wonderfully 
amusing look into the daily lives of monsters — but be careful you 
don’t get eaten along the way!
 The masters of monstronomy begin with the scientific biology of 
monsters, reminding readers that their scientific name is super scarius 
and their insides are a little different from humans. Monsters are 
not limited to one brain, heart and stomach, but rather their insides 
reflect the eclectic nature of their appearance, having eel-testines 
and slime bladders. Amongst this wide milieu of kooky characters, 
there includes a special appearance from another original Atkinson 
character, Sir Simon the Super Scarer. 
 While monster appetites may differ from most humans — as some 
monsters may prefer a grilled sneeze sandwich or clam pudding with 
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padded cover and extra heavy pages that are easy for little fingers to 
turn and strong enough to resist tearing. Each page is illustrated with 
beautifully simple large images that give new readers an easy place to 
focus their attention. Each image complements the short sentences 
without complicating the story in any way. 
 The story focuses on a young boy whose hair has become  
quite long, so his dad helps him to prepare for his first real haircut. 
Filled with humour and honesty, the book sets up an atmosphere 
where it’s okay to feel your feelings and that the adults are there to be 
supportive and gentle. Once the character moves through his initial 
discomfort, Heras and Benoit are able to re-establish the playfulness 
they created earlier in the story. Integrating the text directly into the 
images adds movement and levity to the rest of the experience of 
the character. This balance of discomfort and delight throughout the 
story is a lovely way to introduce young children to new experiences, 
like haircuts, and set the stage for conversations about other  
new things. 

Ashley Pamenter works as a program writer with Girl Guides of Canada-Guides du Canada 
and is currently the co-chair of the Red Maple Steering Committee.

 home base: a Mother-daughter story
written by Nikki Tate

illustrated by Katie Kath

Holiday House, 2020

978-0-8234-3663-7 (hc) $24.99

for Preschool to Grade 3

Picture Book | Mother-Daughter Relationship |  

Single Parenting | Sports | Breaking Gender Stereotypes | 

Empowerment

From the moment you open Home Base: A Mother-Daughter Story, 
you are greeted by a literal blueprint letting you know that you have 
not entered a typical mother-daughter story. Nikki Tate and Katie Kath 
bring you into a world where a young girl and her mother challenge 
gender-stereotypes to follow their passions. It’s comic-book, panel-
like layout with free verse-style writing makes it not only accessible to 
younger readers but appealing to older readers who are just starting 
to explore graphic novels. As you move through the story, there is a 
realness of the characters’ experiences that is accomplished through 
very subtle illustrative flourishes. This helps the reader deeply  
understand the experience of these two characters taking risks to  
try new things.
 One of the most refreshing parts is a lack of tension between the 
brick-layer mother and pitcher daughter. They are both free to have 
their own experiences with the support of the other, as opposed to in 
conflict with each other which is often the case in mother-daughter 
stories. It’s not often that both adult and child readers are given such 
an opportunity to empathize with both characters instead of just their 
same-aged counterparts. In addition to drawing parallels between the 
characters, there is also engineering woven into both pieces, which is 
a great way to show how math enters our world in unexpected ways. 
This is an added layer to a book that brings empowerment to the 
forefront without taking away from the realness of the characters and 
their lives together.   

Ashley Pamenter



 Reflecting upon her first children’s book, Sennah Yee states, 
“It’s a love letter to Toronto’s Chinatown, and my own gong gong/
grandpa who always wore a puffy vest with pockets full of treats”, 
much like Gong Gong. Yee has written an uplifting story about how 
patience and kindness can encourage the coming together of diverse 
generations and cultures. May exhibits increased confidence as she 
navigates simple Cantonese phrases. These are featured in a glos-
sary at the end of the book together with the Cantonese characters 
and English translations. The story concludes with both protagonists 
exclaiming to each other “Ngo oi nei!” (I love you).
 Elaine Chen’s expressive watercolour and pencil crayon illustrations 
aptly depict the wide ranging emotions of a confused May, the calm 
assurance of Gong Gong, and the hustle and bustle of a busy urban 
streetscape which serves as the ideal setting to unite them.

Senta Ross

 The Paper boat: a refugee story 
written and illustrated by Thao Lam

Owlkids Books, 2020

978-1-77147-363-7 (hc) $19.95 

for Grades 1 to 4

Advanced Picture Book | Fiction | Family and Relationships |  

Sacrifice and Survival | Refugees | Love and Loss |  

Grief, Longing and Hope | Adversity | History | War

Though a wordless picture book, The Paper Boat: A Refugee Story is 
an indelible, visually gripping tale that speaks volumes about sacrifice 
and survival, loss, resilience, family and the power of determination 
and love.
 Illustrated by Thao Lam (who, along with her parents, fled war-torn 
Vietnam by escaping in a fishing boat and journeying for four days 
in the South China Sea before landing in Malaysia and eventually 
coming to Canada), The Paper Boat is a modern fable that reimages 
her family’s courageous journey for future generations. Lam seam-
lessly weaves her own family’s harrowing tale with a family legend 
about a colony of remarkable ants that miraculously led her mother 
to the boat waiting in a riverbed the night she left Vietnam.
 Similar to a movie storyboard, Lam’s detailed, stirring illustrations 
expertly transcend written words. She shows how, like humans, ants 
are skillful, adaptable team players, able to face great hardship in 
turbulent times and willing to sacrifice their own lives to ensure the 
safety of their family. Full of colourful visual impact, this sequential art 
is also sprinkled with hand-drawn historical war references — front-
page newspaper headlines from the 1970s and 1980s — at the  
beginning and the end of the book.
 Complete with a one-page author’s note about not only her 
own family’s experience, but also Vietnam refugees and their dire 
adventures of escape and survival overall, The Paper Boat will linger 
long after the last compelling page is turned. An emotive catalyst for 
in-depth discussion, this outstanding book is destined to become a 
much-valued addition to the shelves of schools, libraries and familial 
homes everywhere. 

Jennifer D. Foster is a Toronto-based freelance editor, writer and mentor, and her 
company is Planet Word.
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life. She presents the characters’ emotions through facial and body 
expressions and through the artwork of the butterflies, at first  
signifying apprehension, then acceptance and empowerment.
 Accessible to all readers, Swift Fox All Along celebrates learning 
more about who you are and being proud of your identity. Highly 
recommended for home, school and public libraries.

Colette Poitras is a member of the Métis Nation of Alberta, holds a Masters degree in 
Library and Information Science and is the Manager of the Indigenous Public Outreach for 
Public Library Services Branch, Alberta.

 Watch It grow: backyard life cycles
written and illustrated by Barbara Reid

North Winds Press, 2020

978-1-4431-7559-3 (hc) $16.99

for Preschool to Grade 3

Picture Book | Life Cycles | Monarch Butterfly |  

Sunflower | Green Frog | White Oak Tree |  

Transformation | Observation

One doesn’t have to travel far to experience nature. It can be discov-
ered in a forest, the countryside, a nearby park or as close as one’s 
urban backyard. Barbara Reid believes that there is no better time 
than the present to observe, appreciate and learn about the wonders 
around us 
 In distinct, though related, sections, Reid has selected four species  
in which to demonstrate evolving lives: an egg under a leaf flourishes 
to emerge as a monarch butterfly, a seed grows into a sunflower, an 
egg in the water transforms itself into a green frog, a tiny acorn  
becomes a towering oak tree. Each of these species is featured through  
a summation of its life cycle in the closing pages. Multi-layered, 
Watch It Grow features plants and animals that differ from one 
another with regards to genus, milieu and maturation time. What they 
do have in common is that they are living things. 
 Though brief, the text is descriptive and informative. As for the 
wonderfully distinctive Plasticine illustrations Reid creates, aptly 
photographed by Ian Crysler, readers will be captivated by the alluring 
landscapes within the changing seasons. The joyous expressions on 
the children’s faces as they interact with their natural surroundings 
are both hope-filled and uplifting.
 Watch It Grow is the perfect book to awaken and inspire the 
curious biologist in each of us!

Senta Ross 

Weekend dad
written by Naseem Hrab

illustrated by Frank Viva

Groundwood Books, 2020

978-1-7730-6108-5 (hc) $18.95

Picture Book | Family | Marriage and Divorce | 

Father-Son Relationships
 

Weekend Dad is a story of a young boy whose dad 
has just moved out to an apartment across town. After a bus ride with 
Dad, they spend the weekend at the new home. The boy learns about 
living in two different homes while also learning what it is to be in two 
families. Despite missing Mom when at Dad’s and a very different new 
bedroom, dinner is still dinner and Sundays are still Sundays. Change 
is difficult but family will always be family.
 This story is very relevant for many young people growing up and 
into separate homes. Despite the undeniable truth that this story 
shows the hardships of this new family life, it also shows us the 

summer Feet
written by Sheree Fitch

illustrated by Carolyn Fisher 

Nimbus Publishing, 2020

978-1-77108-854-1 (hc) $22.95

for Grades 2 and up

Picture Book | Poetry | Summer | Play

Chaos reigns (creative chaos, of course) as the children throw off 
their shoes and enjoy the summer with“…our tootsie friends / Hello, / 
summer feet / again!” To say that Sheree Fitch has a way with words 
and sounds is to say that the sun shines. Each page abounds with 
onomatopoeia — real words and invented ones — as the high-spirited 
children wobble-dy-walk, jump up and down, roll round and round, 
clamber, race, stroll, skip, flutter-kick, zigzag, dance, march, swing, 
chase, dig, and more until, “We shiver a little in a sweater-time day…” 
It’s time for the summer feet to curl up in warm, woolly socks until 
summer comes again.
 Each activity is delivered with high energy words that move on 
the page in curls and arcs, in steps, as if chasing one another, taking 
the eye on a romp of words. The vibrant, full-bleed illustrations keep 
a-pace and enhance the vitality of the poetry. A group of children, 
different sizes, shapes and colours, are depicted enthusiastically 
larking about with their “bare-naked summer feet” on full display. 
 This is a read-aloud story to be shared again and again, walking 
down pebbly paths (“We ouchhhh! / and we oooooh!”), tumbling 
down hills, climbing trees, playing by the seaside, resting in hammocks  
(“We swing on the porch / on a lemonade day / an ice-cream day / 
when everything’s melting / in a shimmery heat”), enjoying a garden,  
“mudlicious puddles”, and rain until:

       We cuddle up close
            on a bonfire night
        toast marshmallows crusty
       roast wieners on sticks
            sing songs
       in our happy-together
            huddled-up-cozy
        so-dozy-toesies
            ticklish-TICKLE-ish
       bare-naked
            summer feet.

Theo Heras is an author living in Toronto.

 swift Fox all along
written by Rebecca Thomas

illustrated by Maya McKibbin

Annick Press, 2020

978-1-7732-1448-1 (hc) $21.95

Preschool to Grade 1

Picture Book | Indigenous | Mi’kmaq | Identity

Swift Fox is going with her father to meet some of her family for 
the first time. He tells her not to worry, that she will learn how to be 
Mi’kmaq. Despite her father’s assurances, her belly is full of butterflies 
at the thought of it all. Although some aspects of her family’s culture 
and customs are unknown to her, she discovers that she does have a 
warm familiarity with some things. When her cousin comes to visit, 
she knows she is not alone and she is even able to help him learn 
what it means to be Mi’kmaq. Rebecca Thomas does a wonderful job 
gently highlighting the complexity of identity, particularly for children 
who grow up away from their culture.
 Maya McKibbin’s colourful illustrations help bring the story to 

annick press |  www.annickpress.com
available from your favourite bookstore

A day in Chinatown takes an unexpected turn when a 
bored little girl makes a connection with her grandpa.  
“A multilayered, endearing treasure.” —Kirkus �review 

Ages 4–7 / 9781773214290 hc

“A tender challenge for children (and adults also) 
to be silent observant listeners.” —Storywraps 

Ages 4–7 / 9781773214344 hc

What does it mean to be Mi’kmaq? And if Swift Fox can’t 
fi nd the answer, will she ever feel like part of her family?

“A touching and universal narrative.” —CM Reviews �review  
Ages 4–7 / 9781773214481 hc

Inspiring picture books
Coming this fall from Annick



undeniable bond children have with their parents. As a single father of 
a young child, seeing a small family, like my own, presented in a way 
that shows a life that isn’t perfect but is filled with love, was familiar  
to me but also one not seen in stories I read with my daughter. 
 Cleverly written with quirky and cute illustrations Weekend Dad is 
an enjoyable read with an honest and uplifting message.

Patrick Hunter is an Educational Assistant at a Barrie high school, a professional musician 
and father of six-year-old Olivia. 

What If bunny’s not a bully?
written by Lana Button

illustrated by Christine Battuz 

Kids Can Press, 2020

978-1-5253-0055-4 (hc) $19.99

978-1-5253-0517-7 (eBook) $9.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 1

Picture Book | Misunderstanding | Friendship |  

Bullying | School

In this follow up to My Teacher’s Not Here! Lana Button and Christine 
Battuz reintroduce readers to Kitty, a school-aged character who 
wonders why no one is friends with Bunny anymore. Told in playful 
rhyming verse, the animal school children warn Kitty to stay away 
from Bunny because she is a bully. Similar to how human children 
have to navigate playground dynamics, Kitty turns to her peers to 
learn more about how Bunny became a bully and how to not become 
a bully herself. As the plot unfolds, it is revealed that Bunny isn’t  
actually a bully and that maybe the other children are overreacting. 
 This picture book is filled with bright, colourful images using  
interesting textures that repeat throughout the story, giving young 
readers extra context to enrich their reading experience. The idea 
that there is a difference between being a bully and someone who 
had a moment of anger, is quite novel in stories for children this age 
as they are just beginning to understand what bullying looks or feels 
like. Readers are given the chance to explore the idea that there can 
be different perspectives and presents them with a model for how to 
critically question what other kids might decree as truth. One thing to 
keep in mind when reading this book is that older children might find 
this to be an over-simplification of what is “not” bullying and it does 
not deal with those who may be bullied or are bullies.

Ashley Pamenter 

 When We are Kind
written by Monique Gray Smith

Illustrations by Nicole Neidhardt

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

978-1-4598-2522-2 (hc) $19.95

Preschool to Grade 1

Picture Book | Indigenous | Family | Friendship | 

Kindness

When We Are Kind is a celebration of kindness, empathy and  
gratefulness. The text is simple, yet powerful in conveying the  
importance and impact of being kind to others and ourselves, as well 
as in exploring and appreciating how it feels to both bestow and be 
the recipient of caring and compassion. 
 Monique Gray Smith points out that being kind includes helping, 
sharing and taking only what we need. She reminds us of the value 
of doing kind things, but also in feelings of appreciation such as 
happiness, love and respect when caring and thoughtful things are 
done for us. Finally, Smith emphasises that it is important to be kind 

because we are all related. This lovely worldview includes animals 
and the earth in our relations. Nicole Neidhardt’s bright and colourful 
illustrations on each opposing page of text highlight the words 
beautifully. 
 This gentle book is inspiring for children and adults and is highly 
recommended to have at home and in public and school libraries.

Colette Poitras

 Why are you so Quiet?
written by Jaclyn Desforges

illustrated by Risa Hugo

Annick Press, 2020

978-1-7732-1434-4 (hc) $21.95 

for Preschool to Grade 2

Fiction | Introversion | Self-Esteem and Self-Reliance |  

Emotions, Thoughts and Feelings | Girls and Women |  

Relationships

Why Are You So Quiet? penned by award-winning writer Jaclyn 
Desforges and illustrated by Risa Hugo, is a thoughtful, timely picture 
book about the power of silence and stillness, all packed within 32 
delightfully eye-catching pages. 
 Young Myra Louise is a thinker, an observer and — above all — a 
listener. But her teacher, her classmates and even her mom are 
concerned about her, constantly screeching, demanding and sighing 
aloud, “Why Are You So Quiet?” Hoping to find the answer to their 
ever-tiresome question, which starts to make her feel “smaller and 
smaller,” cerebral Myra Louise cleverly and quietly invents a home-
made listening machine, in an effort to help all of them finally 
understand.
 But the more she listens to the pitter-patter of the raindrops, the 
lulling croon of the crickets’ evening song and the muffled hum of the 
dryers at the laundromat, the less interested she is in finding out why 
these things are so quiet after all. In the gentle peacefulness of these 
sounds, Myra Louise comes to discover that what she really needs is 
just someone else to listen, too.
 Hugo’s evocative, colourful and delightfully whimsical illustrations 
bring Desforges’ moving celebration of introversion in an increasingly 
busy, loud world to life. Deftly capturing the expressions, emotions  
and actions of Myra Louise and those around her, Hugo adds  
complementary depth to this poignant story.
 A comforting yet practical resource for teachers, librarians and  
families, this endearing must-read of a quiet heroine is sure to 
become a classic go-to tale in a frenetic world, where it can some-
times seem as if no one is truly listening.

Jennifer D. Foster 

 Window
written and illustrated by Marion Arbona

Kids Can Press, 2020

978-1-5253-0136-0 (hc) $19.99

for all ages

Wordless Picture Book | Windows | Adventure | 

Imagination | Unfamiliar Environments

As a young girl walks home from school, she looks skywards at the 
urban buildings she passes. What could possibly be concealed behind 
the numerous windows she sees? Differing widely in size and in 
shape, each window provides a subtle clue as to who or what may 
be on the other side of the glass. By opening the gatefold of each 
window (there are 13 in all) readers will enter astonishing environ-

ments, each the product of the girl’s vivid and complex imagination.
 Who would have suspected that the window ledge with the limp 
potted plants would lead to a hothouse filled with exotic growth 
and jungle animals? Behind subsequent panes of glass, readers will 
discover a whale swimming, vampires playing badminton, a collector  
surrounded by an outlandish collection of masks, cars driving on 
walls and ceilings. The thirteenth and final gatefold leads to the 
protagonist’s own bedroom where one finds her relaxed on the floor, 
sketching, while surrounded by objects which look perplexingly 
familiar.
 From the die-cut window on the front cover to the gatefolds 
leading to a plethora of surreal milieus, Window is an ingenious feat 
of creativity and clever design. Using felt pens on paper to create her 
extraordinarily detailed black-and-white fine line illustrations, Marion 
Arbona’s wordless picture book will ignite and hold the curiosity 
and imagination of readers of all ages. Elements of surprise, chaos, 
wonder, adventure and ominous intrigue await all who wish to enter 
these glass portals and interact with whatever lies beyond.

Senta Ross 

 The barren grounds
(The Misewa Saga, Book 1)
written by David A. Robertson

Puffin Canada, 2020

978-0-7352-6610-0 (hc) $21.99

978-0-7352-6611-7 (eBook) $10.99

for Grade 5 and up

Fiction | Fantasy | Adventure | Indigenous | Cree

Morgan is finding it hard not to be jaded and 
resentful at being in yet another foster home, yet she feels a connec-
tion with Eli who has recently moved in. The story grows as the two 
enter a portal to another land (Aski) through a picture drawn by  
Eli. Ochek (Fisher) welcomes them to a place called Misewa during 
the White Time. The three team up with Arikwachas (squirrel) or Arik 
for short, as they embark on a perilous and amazing adventure, trying 
to bring the Green Time back to Misewa and all of Aski.
 Reminiscent of The Chronicles of Narnia, this is an entertaining and 
magical book, which includes humans, talking animals and adventure. 
David A. Robertson, a member of Norway House Cree Nation,  
masterfully weaves many story threads together within the pages.  
It is a beautiful tale about the importance of being good stewards of 
the land and a story about disconnection, finding your way home and 
making new bonds and relationships. Robertson brings one of the 
Cree legends of the constellations and sky, Ochekatchakosuk, to life. 
Not only a wondrous and whimsical novel, it is a powerful allegory to 
the history of Canada and Indigenous peoples. Within the pages, the 
reader is able to see things from an Indigenous lens, and we learn a 
little bit about Cree customs, ethics and language.
 This is the first book in the Misewa Saga and I cannot wait to read 
the other titles in the series. Accessible, enlightening and engaging to 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous alike, this is highly recommended for 
home, school and public libraries.

Colette Poitras
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teach you to never judge a person by their appearance, but instead 
remind you to keep an open mind and more importantly, an open 
heart.

Paola Gonzalez is the Channel Assistant for Bibliovideo and a lover of middle grade  
and YA fiction.

 Music for Tigers
written by Michelle Kadarusman

Pajama Press, 2020

978-1-77278-054-3 (hc) $22.95

for Grades 4-6

Tasmania | Music | History | Conservation | Ecology |  

Autism Spectrum Disorder | Tasmanian Tigers | Nature | 

Australia

When Louisa is sent to spend her summer with her uncle in the 
Tarkine wilderness of Tasmania, she is less than pleased. She would 
rather be preparing for an upcoming audition by practising her violin. 
However, a peculiar smell and odd noises in the night coupled with 
cagey behaviour from her uncle light a spark of curiosity within her. 
Louisa’s family has a secret that stretches all the way back to her 
great grandmother, and she is about to become part of that history. 
Along the way, Louisa and her uncle are joined by Colin, a boy from 
the neighbouring Eco-lodge. It turns out that Colin is on the autism 
spectrum, and luckily for Louisa his special interest subjects include 
cooking and the Tarkine wilderness.
 Michelle Kadarusman engages young readers with a carefully laid 
trail of compelling tidbits. What is a pig-footed bandicoot? Is the 
Tasmanian tiger really extinct or merely elusive? Young naturalists will 
possibly be even more eager than Louisa to delve into the pages of 
her great grandmother’s journal. And readers whose interests usually 
lie elsewhere than ecology and conservation will find themselves,  
like Louisa, carried along on a current of intrigue. Louisa’s friendship 
with Colin provides a welcome opportunity to cultivate some  
understanding of both the gifts and struggles of those on the autism 
spectrum. This is a book about the wonders of nature, the impor-
tance of conservation supported by indigenous connections to the 
land, and the need for persistence in the face of adversity.

Ildiko Sumegi is a reviewer from Ottawa and the mother of two young readers.

our corner store
written by Robert Heidbreder

illustrated by Chelsea O’Byrne

Groundwood Books, 2020

978-1-77306-216-7 (hc) $16.95

for Grades 2 to 5

Fiction | Novel-in-verse | Grocery Trade | Supermarkets | 

Brothers and Sisters

In a follow up to Rooster Summer, Robert Heidbreder’s new novel-in-
verse pays homage to the local mom-and-pop grocery store of his 
youth where the kindly owners, Mr. and Mrs. Stanstones, keep track 
of a family’s purchases in their notebook. In the twenty-two chapter 
poems, none longer than three pages, the brother and sister head to 
the corner store to pick up items for their mother. Often they lose or 
forget the list, but Mr. Stanstones or Bert, the store’s only employee, 
seem to know just what they need.
 This gentle memoir reflects on a time when children were free 
to roam around in their neighbourhood, doing errands, making 
mischief, feeling secure in their walks between house and store and 
back again. The events of each chapter capture a moment in time, an 

don’t stand so close to Me
written by Eric Walters

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

978-1-4598-2787-5 (pb) $10.95

978-1-4598-2789-9 (eBook) $7.99

for Grades 4 to 8

Covid-19 | Community | Friendship | Social Distancing | 

Initiative

In early 2020, the arrival of the COVID-19 pandemic upends the lives 
of eighth-grader Quinn and her friends Reese and Isaac. The transi-
tion from planning their end-of-year school dance to being physically 
isolated from friends and family is a difficult adjustment for the three 
as they try to adapt to the new “normal”. Cancelled vacation plans, 
online teaching and zoom meetings test everyone’s patience and the 
uncertainty of when the pandemic will ease causes excessive stress. 
However, Quinn deals with her new environment in unexpected ways 
and with surprising results! 
 Eric Walters’ analogies to explain commonplace COVID-19 termi-
nology, such as exponential growth and flattening the curve, provide 
clear visual representations that are easily understandable for an 
elementary audience. He also addresses many facets of conversa-
tion from the pandemic such as social/physical distancing, the acute 
danger to residents of long-term care homes, and missing the simple 
pleasures of hanging out with friends or dining out at a restaurant.
 The novel’s greatest drawback is its focus towards a privileged 
reading audience living in a non-urban environment. Some of the 
very real pandemic experiences of Canadian families are simply not 
a part of this story. Job loss and financial hardship; a lack of acces-
sibility to the Internet and technology for students from low-income 
families; as well as confinement to city apartments affected a 
significant population. As such, the novel may not resonate with all 
children. However, the attention paid to the emotions and anxieties 
of Walters’ young audience is admirable and the novel aptly illustrates 
that the worst of times often brings out the best in people. 

Robin Ahamedi is a library-technician living in Ajax, Ontario.

 harvey comes home
written by Colleen Nelson

illustrated by Tara Anderson

Pajama Press, 2019

978-1-77278-097-0 (hc) $21.95

for Grades 4 to 8

Fiction | Dogs | Pets | Intergenerational Relationships |  

Friendship | Tale Within a Tale

 harvey holds his own
written by Colleen Nelson

illustrated by Tara Anderson

Pajama Press, 2020

978-1-77278-114-4 (hc) $22.95

for Grades 4 to 8

Fiction | Dogs | Pets | Intergenerational Relationships |  

Friendship | Peer Pressure | Tale Within a Tale

In Harvey Comes Home we meet Maggie and Harvey just before 
Maggie and her family are about to take a trip. Harvey is left at home 
with a pet sitter when he decides to break free from his yard and 
follow his nose. The poor little fellow becomes terribly lost and is 
unable to find his way back home. Lucky for him a young boy named 
Austin finds him and takes him in. 
 Having always wanted a dog of his own, Austin is reluctant to 

do the right thing and check to see if Harvey’s been microchipped. 
Maggie is heartbroken when she returns from her vacation to 
discover Harvey has gone missing and posts notices all over town 
hoping someone will have found Harvey. Meanwhile Austin discovers 
that Harvey is drawn to one of the residents at the retirement home 
where he volunteers and the three develop a special relationship. 
Eventually Harvey and Maggie are reunited but Austin is left broken 
hearted.
 In Harvey Holds His Own, the story continues a year later with 
Maggie and her two closest friends starting Grade 7 at St. Ambrose 
Academy. When she and her friends are told they need to do volun-
teer work, Maggie sees the name of the Brayside Retirement Villa on 
the list of potential places to carry out her volunteer hours. At first 
Maggie is unsure as this is where Austin, the boy who found Harvey 
but didn’t try to find his owners, and his grandfather work. Maggie 
had promised to bring Harvey back for a visit, so she decides it’s a 
sign and tells the teacher she’ll volunteer at the home. 
 As Maggie navigates a difficult time with her two best friends, she 
discovers she enjoys her time at the retirement home and is starting 
to find a friend in Austin. She also develops a special friendship with 
one of the residents who opens up to her about her past. Maggie also 
sees how much Harvey means to Austin and decides she needs to 
do something to help him adopt a puppy. Harvey also gets into some 
trouble of his own when he takes on a raccoon that has taken up 
residence in his backyard. 
 Both Harvey Comes Home and Harvey Holds His Own are  
heartwarming tales that will be much loved by anyone who has ever 
owned a dog or wanted one. The narrative perspective alternating 
between Harvey, Maggie and Austin draws the reader in and middle 
grade students will easily relate to the nuanced characters Nelson has 
created. The chapters are kept short so that even reluctant readers 
will not find these stories too challenging to read. Being a dog lover 
myself I can see how readers will be attracted to these inspirational 
stories. I highly encourage parents, teachers and librarians to add 
these two titles to their shelves and hope there will be another story 
coming soon.

Sandra O’Brien is the former Editor of Canadian Children’s Book News who is enjoying 
spending more time with her dogs, Alfie and Audi, gardening and quilting.

The King of Jam sandwiches
written by Eric Walters 

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

978-1-4598-2556-7 (pb) $12.95

for Grades 4 to 6

Fiction | Mental Illness | Self-reliance | Foster Care |  

Poverty | Coming of Age

The King of Jam Sandwiches follows 13-year-old 
Robbie and his very complicated, very unstable, relationship with his 
dad. Lucky for Robbie, he’s about to meet somebody who will change 
his life forever: Harmony. She’s spunky, has no filter, and packs a 
mean left hook. Despite all these things, a real friendship starts to 
grow and Robbie realizes that sometimes it’s okay to share some of 
the weight off your shoulders. 
 Based off of Eric Walters’ own upbringing, this is an emotional  
and eye-opening story about mental health, poverty and foster care. 
Robbie is an exceptionally smart and hard-working teen, all while still 
taking care of those around him — even if they don’t always deserve it.  
Harmony, on the other hand, is a never-ending force of energy who, 
if I’m being honest, could be a little (okay, maybe a lot) frustrating. 
Despite this, I still found myself in awe of Harmony’s incredible loyalty 
and by the end, I couldn’t help but love this flawed, angry, honest girl. 
 The King of Jam Sandwiches is a character-driven story that will 

event sometimes silly, sometimes difficult, sometimes even heroic, 
but always child-sized in its significance.
 In the background, the world is changing. A new big supermarket  
is opening up and is threatening the existence of the corner store.  
At the end of their summer holiday (in Rooster Summer) the children 
learn that the store is closing for good. Mr. and Mrs. Stanstones give 
the children the large glass jars that held the giant, much-desired 
cookies to use as new piggy banks.
 Gracing the pages with delicate gouache and coloured pencil spot 
illustrations, illustrator Chelsea O’Byrne accentuates the innocence, 
humour, and genuine connection between the children and the 
storekeepers. The change in the neighbourhood is subtly depicted as 
the little store is first surrounded by low-rise buildings, but is eventu-
ally almost completely swallowed up by high-rises.
 Reflecting on the halcyon days of his youth, delicately and sweetly 
remembered here, Heidbreder uses evocative language. Here is a 
writer who cares about the sounds as much as the meaning of his 
words. The poems have a beautiful cadence with surprising rhymes 
popping up here and there. Heidbreder’s Our Corner Store is best 
enjoyed and savoured read aloud.

Theo Heras

Pine Island home
written by Polly Horvath

Puffin Canada, 2020

978-0-7352-6862-3 (hc) $19.99

978-0-7352-6863-0 (eBook) $10.99

Grades 4 and up

Fiction | Family | Self-discovery | Home

When a Tsunami washes away the McCready  
sisters’ parents, their great aunt Martha volunteers to bring them 
to her farm in British Columbia. Unfortunately for the sisters, Aunt 
Martha passes away unexpectedly a few days before their arrival, 
forcing the eldest, Fiona, to come up with a plan that will keep social 
services from finding out, and allow them to stay together. As time 
passes, Fiona struggles to keep things together, while the younger 
girls find their talents within the family. With the situation seemingly 
under control, now all they must do is find a permanent guardian. 
 There is something about orphaned children surviving on their 
own that appeals to middle grade readers, and Polly Horvath’s new 
novel will be no exception. Being without an adult guardian would be 
an impossible proposition for most kids, but not so for Fiona and her 
sisters. She makes a deal with the crotchety neighbour Al to be their 
pretend guardian in exchange for bringing him dinner every night. 
They also find a sympathetic ally in the elementary school principal 
and the local park ranger whom the girls secretly hope will marry and 
adopt them. 
 The novel is charming, sweet, funny, and full of heart, and  
readers will become emotionally invested in the sisters’ fate. The girls 
are clever, unique, and resilient, and Horvath does an excellent job 
of giving each of them distinct personalities and talents. Messages 
about family, sisterhood, and teamwork will resonate with readers, 
and while the ending does feel a bit sudden, it’s still satisfying  
and enjoyable. 

Rachel Seigel is the Adult Fiction Specialist at the Library Services Centre.
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of nature. Like arranging the pieces of a patchwork quilt, Nason has 
designed a story that balances themes of place and belonging with 
loss and, eventually, acceptance and hope. 

Ildiko Sumegi

 War stories
written by Gordon Korman

Scholastic Canada, 2020

978-1-3382-9020-2 (hc) $22.99

978-1-3382-9021-9 (eBook) $19.99

for Grades 4 to 7

Fiction | Historical Fiction | WWII | Family History |  

Action | Adventure

Trevor loves first-person shooter games as much as he adores the 
WWII stories his great-grandfather, Jacob, shares about being an 
infantry soldier. So he’s over the moon when Jacob invites him and 
his father on a trip to retrace Jacob’s wartime route, ending with a 
ceremony to honour the war hero in the French village he helped 
liberate from the Nazis.
 Told in alternating chapters featuring Trevor’s present-day journey 
and Jacob’s WWII experiences, War Stories reveals the complex 
realities of war through many lenses, exploring what it means to be a 
hero and a villain as well as the after-effects of war on families over 
generations. Korman packs this layered story with young Jacob’s  
harrowing exploits and humorous antics while also weaving a  
suspenseful mystery into the modern trip—one that includes 
threatening letters, stalkers and a fake bomb. As Trevor unravels the 
mystery of who doesn’t want Jacob to return to the French village, 
he witnesses the destructive nature of war and comes to terms with 
Jacob’s mixed feelings about victory.
 With his usual humour and appealing characters, Korman tackles 
why war intrigues us, providing context for the glamourized version 
of it we see in video games. War Stories is a fresh way to connect 
today’s readers with WWII history in an accessible and age-appro-
priate manner.

Karen Krossing is a Toronto author.

until niagara Falls
written by Jennifer Maruno

Dundurn, 2020

978-1-4597-4593-3 (pb) $12.99

for Grades 4 to 8

Fiction | Friendship | Peer Pressure | Special Needs | Courage | 

Niagara Falls | Summer

It’s the end of the school year and Brenda meets 
Maureen, a new kid in town who likes to break the rules and take 
chances. As the girls begin to spend more time together Brenda 
starts to realize that Maureen’s home life is quite different from her 
own. Brenda, an only child, lives with her dad and her grandma, has 
her own room and her own bicycle. Maureen has numerous siblings, 
has never owned brand new clothing and must share her bike with 
her brothers. The trouble starts when Maureen ‘borrows’ Brenda’s 
grandma’s bracelet and doesn’t return it. After a few other things 
happen Brenda starts to realize that Maureen doesn’t always make the 
best choices and can sometimes be a bit of a bully. As their friend-
ship starts to fall apart Brenda decides not to invite Maureen to the 
CNE and invites Judy and Harvey, her neighbour with special needs, 
instead. Feeling snubbed, Maureen behaves quite badly towards 
Brenda, who in turn, finally stands up to Maureen. 

son of happy
written by Cary Fagan

illustrated by Milan Pavlović  

Groundwood Books, 2020

978-1-77306-178-8 (hc) $18.95

978-1-77306-179-5 (eBook) $16.95

for Grades 1 to 3

Early Reader | Fiction | Family Relationships | Humour | Clowns 

An unnamed boy narrator used to love watching his dad get ready 
for work, putting on the “outfit with the big buttons and suspenders,” 
the “baldy” cap, and the slap shoes. Now he doesn’t even want to 
go friends’ birthday parties because Happy will be there; he’d rather 
his dad have a normal job. However, as business for Happy declines, 
the father is forced to go back to being a lawyer. The boy feels weird 
about the change, though, and even worries about his dad. When a 
friend in the hospital asks him to come visit, the boy agrees. Not only 
does he dress up in his old clown costume, but he also wants Happy 
to join him. 
 This tender story is about the changing nature of relationships, 
how people can struggle in them and how they can grow and mature 
with new insight and understanding. Pavlović’s mixed media  
illustrations nicely reflect the tone of the story, drawing the reader 
into the confused feelings of the narrator as he makes his journey of 
self-reflection and discernment. Fagan’s text is laced with a gentle 
humour while also providing depth to both the boy and father. 
Cheering up his friend at the hospital alongside Happy is a special 
moment for the boy and father. While there is no certainty that son 
and father will do something similar again, there is hope of profound 
changes in themselves and in their relationship.  

Ken Kilback

Waiting under Water
written by Riel Nason

Scholastic Canada, 2020

978-1-443175-13-5 (pb) $8.99

978-1-443175-14-2 (eBook) $8.99

for Grades 4 to 6

Fiction | Maritimes | New Brunswick | Friendship |  

Belonging | Change

Twelve-year-old Hope lives in the picturesque village of St. David’s, 
New Brunswick. She has a part-time job with a local fabric artist, 
a close bond with her highland-dancing best friend Willa, and the 
beauty of the Bay of Fundy on her back doorstep. Summer in St. 
David’s should be idyllic, but the metaphorical clouds have gathered: 
Hope’s father has accepted a position with his company in Toronto, 
and Hope’s days in St. David’s are numbered. Amidst the doom and 
gloom of her impending move, Hope finds out that the television 
show Rise and Shine Canada will be filming in her village as part of 
a nationwide contest to uncover “Canada’s Tiniest Treasures”. The 
contest provides a welcome distraction to carry Hope through the 
sadness of her last few weeks in St. David’s.
 Any child who has lived under a cloud of uncertainty will recognize 
their own feelings in Hope, whose stress manifests in the form of a 
physical tic—just one more thing that is out of Hope’s control and is, 
unfortunately, a noticeable target for bullies. Through Hope, author 
Riel Nason offers readers a glimpse into village life in New Brunswick.  
The excitement of the television contest pierces through the other-
wise leisurely village summer sparking a flurry of activity. All the while, 
the community feeling of St. David’s inhabitants’ seeps through the 
pages as the Bay of Fundy advances and retreats with the rhythms 

of Jane Austen with the intrigue of Agatha Christie to create an enter-
taining and suspenseful story. Anstey’s heroine, Sophia, is an unusual 
girl for her time. Already in her 20s, she prefers to focus her attention 
on interesting pursuits such as mystery solving rather than marriage. 
She’s clever, curious, enterprising, and not afraid of blood, which is a 
perfect combination for a future detective. 
 Enter Constable Jeremy Fraser, a rookie detective who’s never had 
a murder case. He’s immediately taken with Sophia, and she with him. 
As the pair work together to solve Andrew’s murder, their feelings for 
one another grow. 
 The book is fun to read and gentle enough for the pre-teen reader 
foraying into YA lit. The dialogue is clever, and the story is twisty  
and fast-paced. While avid mystery readers will easily identify the 
murderer, Anstey does save a twist for the end. Readers will also 
enjoy the romance that develops between her and Jeremy, and root 
for them to live happily ever after. 
 Whether this is your first Anstey book or your sixth, this book is 
a perfect escape for those looking for a little bit of thrill with their 
romance. 

Rachel Seigel 

 Facing the sun
written by Janice Lynn Mather

Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2020

978-1-5344-0604-9 (hc) $23.99

978-1-5344-0606-3 (eBook) $11.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Friendship | Family | Mental Illness | Coming of Age | 

Community

“Ay! Beach closed.” A guy in a baseball cap shouts these words at 
KeeKee and her friends and chases them off the beach, their beach. 
And so they discover that things are changing on Pinder Street. 
Developers are putting up a new hotel and soon a fence reinforces 
the fact that the beach that is so much a part of their home and lives 
is truly no longer “theirs”. While the community wrestles with this 
development, KeeKee, Nia, Faith and Eve each face challenges in their 
own lives: Eve’s father’s cancer diagnosis that her parents keep trying 
to hide from her; Nia’s desperation to attend a summer art camp 
and get away from her domineering mother; Faith’s mother’s mental 
illness that is getting worse and her father who is never around to 
help. Friends and families support one another, and also hurt and 
betray one another as they deal with private sufferings as well as the 
inevitable changes in their tight-knit community. Tragedies rock their 
lives and threaten to tear them apart but ultimately these four young 
women find their way back to the water and “Together, we stand 
where the land ends, and face the sun.”
 Janice Lynn Mather has created a realistically nuanced exploration 
of family, friendship and community. Her prose is as lush and lovely  
as her Bahamian setting which is vividly rendered, both as a place and 
as a group of people. The characters and their relationships are  
complex and well-developed, believably flawed and sympathetic.  
The secondary characters are similarly authentic and engaging, and 
help capture the sense of place in a very powerful way. The author 
successfully makes this a story of one small community facing 
change while also delving into the stories of each of the four girls 
who suffer guilt, grief and loss as they each make their own mistakes 
and discover truths about themselves and each other. A beautifully-
crafted tale that will resonate with a wide range of readers.

Lisa Doucet

 Jennifer Maruno has written a heart-warming story about friend-
ship, courage and learning when to do the right thing. Set in Niagara, 
Falls Maruno introduces us to the The Great Blondin, the man who 
walked across the falls on a tightrope for the first time in 1859, whose 
story inspires the main character to act bravely. Middle grade students 
will find this feel-good story a quick, enjoyable read and will easily 
relate to the challenges new friendships can present.

 Sandra O’Brien

 barry squires, Full Tilt
written by Heather Smith

Penguin Teen Canada, 2020

978-0-7352-6746-6 (hc) $21.99

for Grades 7 and up

Fiction | Humour | Self-esteem | Family Drama | Depression | 

Friendship | Dance

Feisty Finbar Squires (aka Barry) is a young man  
on a mission: to join the ranks of Father O’Flaherty’s Full Tilt Irish Step 
Dancers. Convinced that his prodigious talent will earn him imme-
diate acceptance, he remains undeterred by his family’s skepticism. As 
he enthusiastically pursues his goal, he manages to still find time to 
“get up to no good” with his new friend Saibal, antagonize his English 
teacher and spend most of his school days hanging out with Mrs. 
Muckle, the principal, and become a regular at the One Step Closer to 
God Nursing Home. Most of all, Barry looks forward to spending time 
with his baby brother Gord. When his dancing aspirations don’t go 
quite according to plan, his infamous temper flares once again. But 
then his family is dealt a devastating blow, and Barry learns firsthand 
the healing powers of family love, friends and forgiveness. 
 As in her award-winning novel Ebb and Flow, Heather Smith has 
created an endearingly flawed and utterly winsome pre-teen protag-
onist with a charm all his own. Barry’s apparent over-confidence does 
not disguise his vulnerability as he seeks to be known for something 
other than the port-wine stain birthmark on his face. His hilarious 
hijinks help capture the unique flavour of his community, and his 
relationships with his family and the odd cast of characters that are 
his friends are entertaining, vividly rendered and heartwarming. With 
its utterly delightful characters and vibrant sense of place, this book 
is chock-full of humour and heart. Yet it is also deeply touching and 
true in its honest depiction of grief. An outstanding new offering that 
is irreverent and wise and wonderful. 

Lisa Doucet is Co-Manager of Woozles in Halifax.

deadly curious
written by Cindy Anstey

978-1-2502-5227-2 (hc) $25.99

Swoon Reads, 2020

Grades 7 and up

Fiction | Overcoming Obstacles | Defying Expectations

It’s 1834, and Sophia Thompson dreams of 
becoming a member of an elite squad of London 

detectives known as the Bow Street Detectives even though a woman 
has never joined before, and her family forbids it. An opportunity 
comes to prove herself when she receives a letter from her cousin 
Daphne, pleading with Sophia to investigate her brother Andrew’s 
suspicious death. As she digs deeper into the case with the help of  
a handsome, young policeman, she realizes that the murderer may  
be closer than anyone could have imagined. 
 In her new romantic mystery, Cindy Anstey combines the sensibility 
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The greats 
written by Deborah Ellis

Groundwood Books, 2020 

978-1-77306-387-4 (hc) $18.95

978-1-77306-388-1 (eBook) $16.95

for Grades 8 to 10

Fiction | Family History | Suicide | Identity | Death | Grief | 

Ghosts

After winning a high school geography competition, Jomon Fowler 
looks at his teammates and their families and feels acutely alone. 
Instead of feeling elated with his success, Jomon’s emotions spiral 
into a darkness. 
 That same night, Mrs. Simson, the cleaning lady at the Guyana 
National Museum, goes to visit the popular exhibit during her night 
shift — the Megatherium — as she has done many times. This rare 
large sloth named Gather is her confidant and his presence soothes 
her heart. However, on this night, it appears that Gather came to life 
and walked out of the museum.
 After throwing his geography competition medal through the 
window of a liquor store, Jomon finds himself in jail with thoughts 
of suicide as his only way out. As he conceives his suicide plans, he 
accepts the charges that are laid against him and meets his cell mate, 
Hi. Despite the lonely nights at the jail, it is Hi that talks him out of 
killing himself. Jomon realizes that Hi is his great-great-grandfather 
who died by suicide a long time ago. As generations of Jomon’s 
deceased family members appear, it becomes clear that the genera-
tional grief needs to be healed.
 As Jomon wrestles with this, Gather wanders around the town and 
resides in the forest of the youth detention centre. Gather meets up 
with Jomon and a chance to heal begins. Gather’s journey changes 
people’s perspective and empowers their choices. Gather and Jomon 
understand what it means to have awareness to face what is in their 
path even if it has been placed there by others.  
 Deborah Ellis is a brilliant writer that can take such an important 
and complex topic and weave a story of generational healing and 
insight that the reader can walk away singing the soothing song that 
reminds people that they can wake up to a brighter day.

Christine O’Sullivan is a secondary school teacher-librarian in Brantford, Ontario.

heart sister
written by Michael F. Stewart

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

978-1-459-82487-4 (pb) $14.95

978-1-459-82489-8 (eBook) $9.95

for Grades 8 and up

Fiction | Taxidermy | VR | Grief | Mental Health | Recovery | 

Organ Donor | Hope

Emmitt is missing half of himself. His life changed after his twin sister 
Minnie died in an accident, and now it feels like his family is falling 
apart. But Minnie was an organ donor, and when Emmitt receives an 
anonymous letter from a recipient, he’s inspired to try and put his 
sister back together in a film to help his family heal. Yet, one by one, 
the recipients prove to be less than perfect, and to make matters 
worse, his star, his heart sister, refuses to meet him. As Emmitt turns 
to extreme measures to find her, he learns what it means to be an 
organ donor, and just how impactful one selfless act can be. But what 
he doesn’t know, is that his heart sister is hiding a secret, one that 
could push him to the breaking point.
 Michael Stewart’s novel is real and inspiring, showing the many 
sides to organ donation, from the family’s perspective to that of the 
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recipients. Even within the constraints of first-person perspective, 
Stewart successfully depicts the separate views and reactions  
surrounding the same course of events. 
 This realistically written story deals with several harsh realities 
surrounding hospitals and organ donation, while still managing to 
provide hope and inspiration to its readers. It brings insight into the 
lives and struggles of people with serious medical conditions, as 
well as the families of donors, and shows how one simple act from 
one person can affect the lives of so many others. Anyone who has 
struggled with their own health, knows someone who has, has known 
a donor, or is thinking of becoming a donor themselves can find hope 
in this story. Written for high school students, this book is an excellent 
reminder that anyone can make a difference, even after they’re gone.

Sara Rigotti is a student at St. Stephen Secondary School in Bowmanville, Ontario, and  
a board member of the Writers’ Community of Durham Region.

he Must like you
written by Danielle Younge-Ullman

Penguin Teen Canada, 2020

978-0-7352-6569-1 (hc) $21.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | #MeToo | Gender Inequality | Strength | Resilience

Libby’s senior year is not going well. Her brother 
dropped out of college and fled to a Greek island. 

Her parents are evicting her after graduation to rent out her room, 
and she had an uncomfortable drunken hookup with her co-worker. 
That’s why, when Perry Ackerman, a serial harasser and frequent  
customer at the pub where she works, pushes her too far, she pours  
a pitcher of sangria over his head. Now she must find a way to deal 
with the fallout of all of this, and her crush on the guy who gets her. 
 In a new YA novel perfect for the #MeToo era, author Danielle 
Younge-Ullman has crafted an emotional and provocative story about 
consent, sexual harassment, and the struggle that women, and not 
just teens, face in the workplace. 
 When the sangria incident at work costs Libby her job, she’s  
disappointed but not completely shocked. What she’s unprepared 
for is to become the butt of jokes at school and of hateful comments 
online when someone posts a video of the incident on social media. 
She’s further confused when a public health nurse gives an assembly 
on consent, and she realizes that her previous sexual encounters with 
her ex-boyfriend and her co-worker may not have been consensual 
after all. 
 All of these are difficult subjects for teens, and Ullman handles 
them in a funny and authentic way. The romantic subplot enhances 
the central storyline, and readers will appreciate Libby’s struggle to 
reconcile her growing feelings for the boy she likes, versus the way 
her ex-boyfriend and her co-worker made her feel. 
 While this is not always an easy book to read, it’s an eye-opening 
one, and one that will generate discussion and encourage teens to 
examine their own relationships and actions. 

Rachel Seigel
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How much do you, 
your students, and your 

children know about 
Canada ?

blossombookspress.com

“...a delightful journey that 
can help to excite and inform 
children on some of the people, 
places and stories that make 
this country great...”

HIS EXCELLENCY DAVID JOHNSTON,  
FORMER GOVERNOR GENERAL OF CANADA.

“...Enjoy and learn, because you 
will soon have the responsibility 
of making sure future Canadians 
have the same freedoms you 
have today.”

PETER MANSBRIDGE, O.C.,  
FORMER CHIEF CORRESPONDENT, CBC NEWS

“...young readers get to meet 
Canadians who made a 
difference, see our beautiful 
landmarks and learn about 
human rights, diversity and 
equality...”

RICK HANSEN,  
CEO OF THE RICK HANSEN FOUNDATION

3 new books from celebrated Canadian author Alister Mathieson



Just a boy and a girl in a little canoe
written by Sarah Mlynowski

HarperTeen, 2020

978-0-06-239710-2 (pb) $18.99

978-0-06-23912-6 (eBook) $11.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Romance | Camp | Friendship

A little flirting can’t do any harm. Or at least that’s 
what Sam tells herself, as she finds herself alone for the summer at 
Camp Blue Springs as a counselor, with her boyfriend in Europe, and 
a co-counselor whose smile is just a little too tempting. This summer 
is Sam’s chance at fixing her last terrible experience and being rid of 
her old nickname for good. So even if the lack of Wi-Fi makes it  
hard for Sam to stay in contact with her boyfriend Eli, and her co-
cabin-counsellor Talia may be more than a little frustrating, Sam is  
determined to have a fun-filled summer at camp.
 Sarah Mlynowski’s work is lighthearted and funny, with plenty  
of teenage drama thrown into the mix. In the perspective of  
third-person limited, this book deals with internal and external  
conflicts common with everyday teenagers, all coming together in  
a realistic ending.
 As a reader, I might not have picked this book off the shelf myself, 
but this just goes to show that you can find diamonds in the most 
unexpected places. Every reader should feel free to experiment 
with books of every genre. As for this novel, anyone who has ever 
wanted to recompense bad memories, to stand up for themselves 
or someone else, or just feel like having some fun under the sun, will 
enjoy this book. Written for high school students, this book is a great 
reminder that not all romances are picture perfect, and nor do they 
have to be.

Sara Rigotti

 canadian Women now and Then: More 
than 100 stories of Fearless Trailblazers
written by Elizabeth MacLeod

illustrated by Maïa Faddoul

Kids Can Press, 2020

978-1-5253-0061-5 (hc) $19.99 

978-1-5253-0520-7 (eBook) $11.99

for Grades 4 to 7

Non-fiction | Juvenile Literature | Women | Biography | Canada  

The achievements of 100 Canadian women, each excelling in their 
chosen field, make this title a thought-provoking read. Grouped in 
chapters based on specific occupations and areas of expertise, the 
achievements of the selected women are as diverse as the back-
grounds, ethnicity and eras from which they originate. In most 
chapters, two women are highlighted, one representing an innovator 
of the past, the other of the present. A brief synopsis for each inno-
vator includes their background, motivation, and the significance of 
her achievements.  Shorter paragraphs on 50 other notable women 
appear at the end of the book.
 Given the large number of women included who represent accom-
plishments in 25 different fields (e.g. activism, entrepreneurship, 
writers, science, etc.) the information has been skillfully organized. It 
is further enhanced by a clean-cut layout and logical straightforward 
text. Colourful, attractive illustrations capture the appearance of 
each individual. Added value is provided by the addition of a discus-
sion guide to encourage young readers to think of their own possible 
contributions and place in the world. A chart of important dates in 
Canadian women’s history, resource lists, a bibliography and a com-

prehensive index are worthwhile additions. 
 Canada’s rich culture is populated with many women — past and 
present — to admire. This book provides a wide-ranging and repre-
sentative selection that provides insights into well-known, as well as 
lesser known, figures. The lives of the featured individuals intrigue 
and inspire, making this an excellent resource for classrooms and 
libraries, as well as a great read for individual readers. 

Aileen Wortley is a retired Children’s Librarian.  

The dog Patrol:  
our canine companions and  
the Kids Who Protect Them
written by Rob Laidlaw

Pajama Press, 2020

978-1-77278-103-8 (hc) $23.95

for Grades 3 to 8

Non-fiction | Dogs | Canines in Need | 

Animal Rights | Charity

Rob Laidlaw, an award-winning author and dedicated animal rights 
activist, pens this amazing book that explores the significant role 
companion dogs play in our lives. Laidlaw begins with an informa-
tive opening, explaining the long historical relationship between 
humans and canines. Dogs have served as guards and protectors 
to humans for centuries, yet they are an immensely diverse species 
that can range from tiny Chihuahuas to massive English Mastiffs. 
Some modern breeds may no longer closely resemble the magnifi-
cent wolves they have descended from, but they have maintained 
their acute sense of hearing and ability to see in the dark. The text is 
littered with many more fun canine facts, but Laidlaw does not shy 
away from exploring the harsh conditions dogs must endure in puppy 
mills and condemning canine cosmetic surgeries such as tail-docking 
and ear cropping as inhumane. 
 The text is also interspersed with individual stories detailing the 
tireless work of kids across North America working to help our 
canine companions. Whether it’s the tale of 11-year-old Willow who 
volunteers with foster puppies and elderly senior dogs at her local 
New Jersey rescue group, or six-year-old Molly from Toronto who 
raises annual funds on her birthday to donate to local animal charities 
and rescue centres, these tales will warm readers’ hearts. This book 
is immensely informative, but at the root of Laidlaw’s text there lies a 
passionate love for our canine companions. He concludes the book 
with a dog lover’s pledge to treat all dogs with respect, kindness, and 
compassion.

Kayla O’Brien 

heads up:  
changing Minds on Mental health
written by Melanie Siebert

illustrated by Belle Wuthrich

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

978-1-459-81911-5 (pb) $24.95

for Grades 7 to 12

Non-fiction | Mental Health | Resource

Melanie Siebert’s mental health guide serves as a wonderful introduc-
tion to society’s ever-evolving relationship with understanding mental 
illness, giving particular attention to the necessity of both good 
mental health and good mental wellness. Siebert prioritizes clarity 
by including a glossary explaining the meanings behind a variety of 
terms that can help one better understand their own mental health 

Drop in
 for a look

CCBC Collections Across the Country
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Phone ahead for hours and availability.

In Vancouver
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University of British Columbia
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2125 Main Mall
Vancouver BC V6T 1Z4
604 822-8680
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In Edmonton
Rutherford North
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Edmonton, AB  T6G 2J8
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journey. There are personal mental health journeys interspersed 
through the text from a diverse variety of voices, repeatedly signaling 
to readers that everyone’s road to mental wellness is unique and valid. 
Siebert also provides both scientific insight into the inner machina-
tions of the brain and explanations behind how traumatic experiences 
that can affect one’s mental well-being. The text explores the con-
nection between one’s body and brain, reinforcing the perpetual 
underlying message that one’s mental wellness is just as important as 
one’s physical health.
 Siebert also explores the complicated, and often horrific history of 
mental health treatments, providing a frank look at the errors of the 
past and how society is making tremendous bounds forward. She 
notes that throughout the history of Western medicine, there was a 
predominant focus on eradicating the existence of mentally ill people 
rather than healing the societal traumas that regularly increased one’s 
likelihood of struggling from a mental illness. Siebert also details 
the pop cultural obsession with mental illness, discussing the iconic 
image of the mad genius or tortured artist as problematic representa-
tions that can prevent one from seeking treatment. Siebert concludes 
her text by providing numerous Canadian mental health resources 
and other guides for young readers who are either personally expe-
riencing mental health struggles or have friends and family who they 
wish to help.

Kayla O’Brien

 ocean speaks: 
how Marie Tharp revealed the ocean’s 
biggest secret
written by Jess Keating

illustrated by Katie Hickey

Tundra Book, 2020

978-0-73526-508-0 (hc) $21.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Non-fiction | Biography | Marie Tharp | Ocean Geology | Ocean Cartography

Marie Tharp (1920-2006) loved nature, “her curiosity as big as the 
world.” She yearned to study geology, but this was considered an 
inappropriate field of study for women. Only when men left for war 
was she able to study and work in the area she loved. However, as a 
woman scientist she was limited to analyzing data her male col-
leagues sent from expeditions she was not allowed to attend. This 
involved mapping the ocean floor, plotting every point on paper and 
discovering a rift valley beneath the ocean. The concept of plate  
tectonics was born. Initially dismissed, this momentous discovery 
later became crucial in the understanding of earth history.  
 This picture book biography eloquently portrays the eager 
enthusiasm of a childhood passion morphing into the dedication of 
a serious scientist, albeit in a background role. The easily read text 
entices with an almost lyrical, quality to it and yet conveys the value 
of Tharp’s achievement and the obstacles she overcame. The story is 
augmented by a bibliography and notes providing further information 
about Tharp and the significance of her discovery. 
 The illustrations are a charming accompaniment to the text, 
depicting the vulnerability of a small child against a vast ocean, styl-
ized images of rural scenes, or busy home and office backgrounds full 
of whimsy. A striking foldout reveals Marie’s ever-growing enthusiasm 
with her subject.
 Tharp excelled in her chosen field despite the limitations of her 
times and this biography is a lovely tribute to her work. 

Aileen Wortley
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Heather O’Connor, Claudia Dávila

40  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS  FAll 2020 WWW.BooKCEnTRE.CA

Reviews from 
Canadian Children’s Book News
are indexed in the Children’s Literature Comprehensive Database, 
Gale Online Databases, ProQuest and EBSCO Publishing. 

Visit www.bookcentre.ca

from Weekend Dad
illustrated by Frank Viva

from Cone Cat
illustrated by Carmen Mok

from The Barnabus Project
illustrated by Terry, Eric & Devin Fan

Joni: 
The Lyrical Life of Joni Mitchell
Selina Alko  

Just a Boy and a Girl in a Little Canoe 
Sarah Mlynowski   

The King of Jam Sandwiches
Eric Walters   

Monsters 101
Cale Atkinson

 
Music for Tigers 
Michelle Kadarusman   

My Day with Gong Gong
Sennah Yee, Elaine Chen

 
Ocean Speaks: 
Marie Tharp and the Map that  
Moved the Earth
Jess Keating, Katie Hickey

Our Corner Store 
Robert Heidbreder, Chelsea O’Byrne

 
The Paper Boat: 
A Refugee Story 
Thao Lam

Pine Island Home 
Polly Horvath   

Son of Happy 
Cary Fagan, Milan Pavlović

Friends for Real 
Ted Staunton, Ruth Ohi

 
Going Up! 
Sherry J. Lee, Charlene Chua

The Great 
Deborah Ellis   

Gurple and Preen: 
A Broken Crayon Story 
Linda Sue Park, Debbie Ridpath Ohi

The Haircut 
Theo Heras, Renné Benoit

 
Harvey Comes Home 
Colleen Nelson, Tara Anderson

 
Harvey Holds His Own 
Colleen Nelson, Tara Anderson

He Must Like You 
Danielle Younge-Ullman  

Heads Up: 
Changing Minds on Mental Health 
Melanie Siebert, Belle Wuthrich

Heart Sister 
Michael F. Stewart   

 
Home Base: 
A Mother-Daughter Story
Nikki Tate, Katie Kath

 
I Found Hope in a Cherry Tree 
Jean E. Pendziwol, Nathalie Dion

Summer Feet 
Sheree Fitch, Carolyn Fisher

 
Swift Fox All Along 
Rebecca Thomas, Maya McKibbin

Until Niagara Falls 
Jennifer Maruno   

Waiting Under Water 
Riel Nason    

 
War Stories 
Gordon Korman   

 
Watch It Grow: 
Backyard Life Cycles
Barbara Reid

Weekend Dad 
Naseem Hrab, Frank Viva

What If Bunny’s Not a Bully? 
Lana Button, Christine Battuz

 
When We Are Kind 
Monique Gray Smith, Nicole Neidhardt

 
Why Are You So Quiet? 
Jaclyn Desforges, Rise Hugo

 
Window
Marion Arbona
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“Painted with care and told 
with empathy.”

—Kirkus Reviews

“Colorful and comical.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Captivating.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“A sweet harangue.”
—Kirkus Reviews

“Unembellished, yet consequential…Perfect.” —them.

“Simple statements have the resonance of a�  rmations…
A visual feast for families.”—Kirkus Reviews

When we are kindWhWhW en wewew are kind
we remember we are all related

Celebrate kindness with Orca's fall picture books
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Available at your favourite bookstore or order from PGC/Raincoast

www.ronsdalepress.com

NEW ADVENTURES FROM

Ronsdale Press

L’île perdue 
d’Atlantide 

Philip Roy

In the second novel of the  
French series Un rebelle en 
sous-marin Alfred takes his 

home-made submarine into  
the Mediterranean in search  

of the lost continent of  
Atlantis with amazing  

adventures on the voyage.    

978-1-55380-599-1 (PB)
978-1-55380-600-4 (EBOOK)

5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 250 pp J $12.95

Lost in Barkerville 
Bitten Acherman

Zach, Kyle and their  
eccentric teacher Miss Reid  
are transported back in time  
to 1866 at the height of the 
Cariboo gold rush in 
 Barkerville where they have  
to save their good friend Theo 
from hanging at the hands  
of Judge Matthew Begbie.  

978-1-55380-611-0 (PB)
978-1-55380-612-7 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 230 pp J $12.95

Firebird 
Glen Huser

A crossover novel about a 
Ukrainian boy during WWI 
who learns that his artistic 
brother has been sent to an 
internment camp. Will he 
find his brother in time to 
rescue him from the camp’s 
deadly conditions?  

978-1-55380-587-8 (PB)
978-1-55380-588-5 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 290 pp J $11.95
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Ten-year-old Jeanie Leclare has just moved to the West Coast from 

Saskatchewan. On her first day at her new school, an  excavator demol-

ishes the cute house next door — then it heads for a huge and beautiful 

cedar. Everyone is aghast, and a band of kids,  including Jeanie and her 

new friend Isabelle, rush outside to stop it. That’s when they  discover 

Jeanie has a secret: the  contracting company that destroyed the house 

belongs to Jeanie’s uncle and father. Jeanie promises her new class-

mates that she’ll do whatever it takes to protect the cherished tree. 

Trouble is, she can’t convince her uncle and  father to agree not to cut it 

down. So now it’s totally up to Jeanie, Isabelle and their classmates to 

come to the  cedar tree’s defence. They are the Tree  Musketeers.

“Friendship, activism and adventure . . .  
all delivered by a master writer.”

—SYLVIA MCNICOLL, author of The Great Mistake Mysteries

“Norma Charles shows exactly what it’s like 
to feel new and different and judged, and leaves  

us knowing we’re going to be okay.”
—JENNIFER MOOK-SANG, author of Speechless
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The Girl of  
Newgate Prison 

David Starr

Libby has been sent to  
Newgate Prison for helping  

her brother when he defended  
her from an assault by a Peer of 

the Realm. She now faces the 
noose but is saved by the great 
prison reformer, Elizabeth Fry.   

978-1-55380-617-2 (PB)
978-1-55380-618-9 (EBOOK)

5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 230 pp J $12.95
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