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Hello Everyone:
Welcome to the summer edition of Canadian Children’s Book News. Our time at home
with our families in the last year has made me think more about the importance of the
support systems we have around us. These circles of support probably look different for
all of us based on our individual circumstances and culture. Nevertheless, this is a timely
theme given our collective lived realities since March of 2020.
In this issue, we delve into families and all their complexities and uniqueness. I love
that the contributors have connected the influence of their families into their creative
processes. These influences are seen in individual works and readers will get a better
understanding of how these factors are reflected in books they read and the art that
accompanies the text.
Thank you to Shannon Barnes, our Editor of Canadian Children’s Books News. Thank you
to our contributors, members and subscribers for your support for our publications and
for the Centre.
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The Canadian children’s book world suffered a tremendous loss in March with the
passing of acclaimed author Budge Wilson. Residing in Halifax, she was a steadfast part
of the Nova Scotia writing community, and a beloved member of the kidlit world for
many years. Carol McDougall has written a beautiful tribute to Budge which you can
read on page 7.
Family is one of the most important things in life and, in the modern world, the concept
of a nuclear family is no longer relevant. Families comes in all sorts of shapes and sizes
and our summer issue celebrates the beauty in this. In her informative piece, Sandra
O’Brien shares how important it is that children see their own families reflected in the
books they read and she looks at the different types of families represented in Canadian
children’s books. Nancy Cooper examines the importance of grandparents in Indigenous
children’s literature and offers several book suggestions to share with young readers.
Authors Kevin Sylvester and Ted Staunton recently both wrote books with their children.
In her delightful piece, Heather Camlot chats with the authors and their children about
their experiences writing books together and how they all survived it.
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For illustrator Brooke Kerrigan, children’s books are in her blood. Her mother was a
children’s book illustrator for many years and her father was a graphic designer in the
children’s book world. While speaking with Marylynn Miller Oke, Brooke reflects back on
her career as a children’s book illustrator and how her artistic family has influenced her
creative path.
In our Keep Your Eye On column we introduce you to Saumiya Balasubramaniam,
author of When I Found Grandma and Two Drops of Brown in a Cloud of White, which
both celebrate the special connection between family members. Our Bookmark column
features 16 wonderful Canadian children’s books that reflect the different types of families
there are, and, as always, we have over 40 reviews of recent books for you to add to your
summer reading list!
Happy reading!
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Writing with the Next Generation

How to Write a Book with
Your Kid in Seven Easy Steps
by Heather Camlot

Step 1: Understand your relationship

Basil and Kevin Sylvester (top); Ted and Will Staunton

Writing is, for the most part, a solitary process, one author transferring their imagination onto a blank screen. So what happens when
they work with a writing partner? More specifically, what if that
writing partner is their own kid?
“Everyone thought we were going to kill each other,” says debut
author Basil Sylvester, recalling their family’s reaction to the news
that they and their dad, award-winning author Kevin Sylvester, were
writing a book together, the recently published The Fabulous Zed
Watson! But the worry was very much unwarranted. “We were very
respectful of each other’s opinions.”
Award-winning author Ted Staunton has written two books with
his son, Will Staunton: Morgan the Brave and It Seemed Like a Good
Idea…: Canadian Feats, Facts and Flubs. “What could be more fun
than doing something creative with your own kid? It just doesn’t
get any better than that,” Ted says, then adds with a smile, “The kid
could be better.”
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The first thing both families point to when working together is
the dynamic between parent and child. “It’s totally different than a
normal parent-child relationship. If it isn’t, then something’s gone
wrong,” says Will.
Ted agrees. “You’re not going to be a parent in the collaboration,
you’re going to be a partner, and it cannot succeed unless that’s how
it works.” Will and Ted have worked together before, playing music,
performing in bands, and writing songs, so they felt no reason to
worry about collaborating on children’s books. “We knew in terms
of the back and forth, the give and take, and our confidence in each
other’s abilities that it would be a good fit,” says Ted.
For Will, who grew up reading his dad’s manuscripts (and the
many aspects of his and his friends’ lives in those books), he saw the
experience as an opportunity to work not only with his dad but with
an expert who could guide him in the children’s publishing world.
Kevin admits he worried on two levels, as co-author and as Basil’s
dad, but that disappeared when they were working alongside each
other. Their open communication helped. “You better like your kid,
and you better be honest with your kid, and you better be fine with
your kid being honest with you,” Kevin explains.
“If you’re considering working with your kid or vice versa, you
really have to take an honest, unflinching look at your current
relationship, your current dynamic,” adds Basil. “Make sure you have
a good understanding of how you both relate to each other and work
together before you start.” Like Will, Basil had already been reading
Kevin’s manuscripts and had spoken with their dad about writing
together. They had even started work on a ghost story when
Suzanne Sutherland, senior editor at HarperCollins Canada,
approached them with the idea of a funny middle-grade novel
about a non-binary kid.
Step 2: Determine how you’ll work
Basil and Kevin worked closely together. By ping-ponging ideas
back and forth while sitting on the patio, they pumped out tons of
ideas, from the mysterious monster book to the road trip, and had
the outline for The Fabulous Zed Watson! done in days. “We have
complementary approaches,” Kevin says. “I always think in terms
of dialogue. Bas would think up a scenario and I would be like Zed
would say this and Gabe would say this. We were working parallel
parts of the structure together.” They then went through that outline
chunk by chunk and decided who would write what. They separated
for about six months to write and then came back together to workshop. Basil and Kevin had one ground rule: they would each read
their piece out loud twice—the first pass, the other had to listen and
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not interrupt; the second pass was open for verbal critique.
They would also leave notes for each other in a shared working
document and later incorporate those ideas into the manuscript
together.
Oh, and they began every joint writing session the same way:
dancing to the song “Do You Wanna Funk” by Sylvester (no relation).
“Bas is a good dancer; I am not,” Kevin states, to which Basil
counters, “I’m a good dancer in the way Zed is a good dresser.”
The Stauntons’ writing process was much different than the
Sylvesters. For the long-running Morgan series, Will had a plot
idea and brought it to Ted. Ted, in turn, told him to write the first
draft, and he’d do the revisions. That was that. It Seemed Like a Good
Idea... started with emails exchanged between Ted, Will, and
Scholastic Canada’s executive editor Anne Shone and associate
editor Erin Haggett. Those emails contained bizarre Canadian
stories that the editors thought would make a great book. The format
of the non-fiction book made it easy to divvy up the work, with one
author taking the section Canadians vs. Nature, for example, and
the other, Canadians vs. The Law. They then wrote separately and
swapped their work a number of times. Unlike Basil and Kevin,
Ted and Will never worked side by side. “I don’t think there was ever
a time we were in the same room that we worked on a sentence
together,” says Will. In fact, they were never even in the same city,
Will either in Toronto or on tour with his band, Union Duke, and
Ted at home in Port Hope.
That said, they were always able to communicate right away
if and when they needed to. “When stuff had to be turned around
really quickly, we’d have our computers and our phones to our ears,”
Ted says.
Step 3: Trust each other’s working and writing styles
With so many projects on the go at any one time, Kevin is a faster
writer than Basil and completed his parts in a month. That made
Basil nervous. “The only time I was stressed out was during the fall
when I knew Kevin had already finished and I was still working on it
because I didn’t want to jeopardize Dad’s career.”
Basil took time off work to write but still couldn’t get going until
the fall university semester was over (Basil is enrolled in Book and
Media Studies with a minor in English at the University of Toronto.)
The manuscript was due at the beginning of January. Basil and
Kevin admit there were some tense and “delirious” moments while
putting in 10-hour days as the deadline approached, but there was
certainly no fighting. “If there was a joke that didn’t work, we would
just delete it,” Basil explains. “There were some scenes we went back
and forth on more, but we both trusted each other. And it’s because I
love and trust him that I feel like we can have these arguments.”
“From the outside it looks like we’re arguing,” Kevin adds, “but
we’re building on each other. We have our own way of doing work.”
While Ted gave Will free rein to write the first draft of Morgan the
Brave, Will did have to defer to his father when it came to the strict
word count as well as the voice. “Since I originated the character and
the voice, I got final cut on how it was going to sound,” Ted explains.
“But the second time around, the process was much more seamless.” The only minor points of contention came when Will and Ted
had to decide whose joke to use or whose pun would end each bit.
“I felt like Dad had a better sense of the puns that fly at Scholastic,”
Will says with a smile. “But I honestly couldn’t tell you whose joke is
whose. They’re all kind of cheesy.”
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Step 4: Play to each other’s strengths
Another way the Stauntons divvied up the non-fiction work was
by who preferred which topic and who had the better skill set. “Will’s
contemporary research skills way outstrip mine,” Ted quickly points
out. “He is much more attune to gleaning things online than I.”
Fair point as Will graduated from Carleton University’s Journalism program and works as a content editor with an e-commerce
company. But Ted took the reins for the historical portions as he’s
written more extensively on the past, including the recently released
The Good Fight.
From the get-go, Kevin was the more plot-focused partner
and Basil the more character-moment partner, which they admit
is how they got the outline done so quickly. It also helped that their
strengths differed. “I’m a visual person; I see people talking,” Kevin
says. “Bas is the better editor and stylist.”
Kevin, of course, did the illustrations for the novel, but that too
was a joint effort. “The first design that Dad did for Zed I hated so
much, I was like, absolutely not,” Basil explains. “Zed is short, they’re
kind of chubby, they wear sweaters, they have cute little cheeks.
Dad instantly came back with the character.”
Meanwhile, Basil took on more of the gender-based writing.
“It’s an own voices story; definitely, I deferred to Bas. I asked the
questions a reader would ask and they framed that,” Kevin says.
“Bas has said, ‘Don’t mistake this for a book where Zed just happens
to be non-binary.’ Who they are infuses everything, what the
monsters mean, what places they seek out along the way, the people
they meet. That’s all informed by Bas’s experiences and by who Zed
is. It would not have been the same book if I had decided to write it
and thrown it Bas’s way as a sensitivity reader.”
Basil laughs. “And if I had written it, it wouldn’t be a book because
I wouldn’t have completed it!”
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A Tribute to

Step 5: Learn from and about each other

Step 7: Do it again

Writing the own voices story of The Fabulous Zed Watson! along
with Kevin was a moving experience for Basil, who appreciates
their dad’s “sensitivity and attentiveness to difference,” something
they say they already knew but had an even greater perspective on
after they worked together. “When such a big part of this was trans
own voices, I feel really lucky that I worked with YOU on the project.
You’re very supportive but very inquisitive in a way that I appreciate.
You’re not afraid to ask questions about it and challenge me,” they
say directly and emotionally to Kevin over a Zoom interview. Basil
pretends to wipe tears from their eyes as Kevin smiles and forms
a heart with his hands.
For Kevin, who hasn’t collaborated much on previous projects,
working together opened up a whole new appreciation for partnership. “I wish I’d known about collaboration earlier. Just having
someone else to bounce those ideas off of is invaluable in shaping
the story with where you want it to go,” he says. “I learned that Bas is
a great editor, which I already knew, but it’s amazing how well-read
and how much insight they have.”
Like Kevin, Ted also had that proud parent moment: “I learned
that Will is even better at this than I thought he was going to be.
I had no qualms and I was looking forward to it, but it was the first
time I was able to see not just his creativity but his journalism school
education in action, knowing how to research, how to set up a
quote, all those hard skills that you need. I was totally impressed
how much of this he had nailed.”
Though writing non-fiction for children was a natural
evolution of what he had learned in school—to write as simply as
you can—Will admits there was still a learning curve to overcome.
“It takes a hugely wide net of research for a story—you have to read
big to write small.” He says he was blown away by just how much
“weird bits of historical trivia” Ted has filed away in his head for just
such a project. Will also appreciated getting an insider’s look at Ted’s
working life and at the children’s book publishing process—in order
to “steal his connections at Scholastic so I could leapfrog off his
career and eclipse him completely,” he adds with a smile.

When asked if they would do it again, all four authors did not
mince words. Kevin said “immediately,” Basil “no question,” Will
“oh yeah!” and Ted “in a heartbeat.” But each has their own reasons
for enjoying the collaboration. Kevin explains that collaborating
meant that when they handed in the manuscript, they knew it was
a solid piece of writing and they were really happy with the result.
“The best thing was the experience of finishing the book and
liking—actually liking—it and laughing at the jokes together. It’s a
good book!”
Basil echoes that sentiment and adds that just hanging out
together was a blast—as was having Kevin draw the monster
characters in their head for free. “Contractually obligated to manifest
Bas’s imagination,” Kevin says with a smile as Basil adds their best
evil laugh.
Ted says that being creative with Will was a great experience
but being in constant communication was the best part of working
together. “The best analogy is the old Harry Chapin song ‘Cat’s in the
Cradle’ with the dad being too busy, and then the generations flip
and your grown kids are super busy and you can never connect.
You can’t feel disconnected when you know your child is changing
your best punchline!” He laughs, then adds on a more serious note,
“It gives you a sense of closeness even greater than you desired.”
Will sums up the experience simply: “It was such a treat to write a
book with my dad.”

Step 6: Discuss how you can make things better
No partnership is perfect 100 percent of the time, but it is possible to
smooth any bumps and change things up by analyzing and talking.
For Kevin and Basil, that bump was the looming deadline. “When the
timeline started to crunch, that wasn’t fun, but honestly, if we did
another book, I’d be way more trusting and less worried,” says Kevin.
“And I would be a lot more relaxed and believe in myself that I
could get it done,” adds Basil. Their solution would be to create
intermediate targets rather than just working towards the actual
hand-in date. “I would formalize the writing deadlines that have to
be hit; that’s just the way my brain works,” explains Kevin. Basil is on
board with that. “I totally agree that would have been more useful,”
they say. “But everything else just clicked.”
Ted and Will’s process worked well for the father-and-son team,
but they would like to try working more along the lines of Kevin and
Basil, both in terms of process and project. “I think it would be a lot of
fun to do some of the writing in the same room looking at the same
paragraph together,” Will says. Ted would enjoy a little more freedom
to blend their writing styles in a plot-driven story that has fewer
constraints than It Seemed Like a Good Idea...—though they have
been collecting new factoids for a potential sequel.
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Heather Camlot is the author of The Other Side and What If Soldiers Fought with Pillows?
She is also a freelance journalist, editor and translator.
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Budge Wilson

“Budge bridged generations with her thirst for, and

delight in, everything. A force field embodied in an
increasingly tiny woman who showed us all how to
live life large and with grace. There will never be
another like her.”
— Norene Smiley, children’s author

Budge Wilson had the rare gift of being completely present
when she was with you—she listened, really listened and asked
questions and was fascinated by the complexities of human
behaviour. Throughout her life, she never lost her child-like
curiosity and wove that sense of wonder into her writing for
children, creating over 33 award-winning children’s books with
30 foreign editions. Budge passed away on March 19th in Halifax
at the age of 93, leaving a literary legacy that will shine on the
Canadian children’s book world for generations to come.
I first met Budge at a CANSCAIP meeting in Toronto in the early
1980s when I was a young librarian hoping to write for children.
I would sit at those meetings wedged-in between Budge Wilson,
Jean Little, Claire Mackay and Barbara Greenwood and take in every
wise, wonderful, and wickedly funny word they said. It was like
sitting in a masterclass in writing for children.
At that time, the Canadian children’s book industry was in its
infancy and Budge gave generously of her time and talent to support organizations like the Canadian Children’s Book Centre and
CANSCAIP. We owe a great debt to Budge and those early pioneers
who nurtured the fledging Canadian children’s book industry and
helped build the foundation for the vibrant industry we have today.
Budge came to writing late in life, publishing her first book at the
age of 56 after a multi-faceted career, including artist and photographer. One of Budge’s many life lessons was that you can always
reinvent yourself at any age. As a writer, Budge was always taking
risks and challenging herself to find the authentic form and voice
for each new book—whether it was a picture book for toddlers, a
beginning reader, or young adult fiction. Her work was recognized
with many awards, including the Order of Canada, the Order of
Nova Scotia, the Canadian Library Association Young Adult Award
and the American Library Association’s “Best 75 Best Children’s
Books of the Last 100 Years”.
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1927—2021

Budge was a keen observer and always looked beyond the
surface for deeply rooted truths. She had a fascination for families
and interconnections and her writing explored both the darkness
and light in those complex relationships. She dug deep into her
characters, peeling back the layers to find out who they really were.
In her picture book A Fiddle for Angus, Budge tells the story of a
young boy struggling to find his place in his musical family. When
finally told he could choose his own instrument, he hesitates until,
watching a fiddler at the village ceilidh, he hears “the wind and the
waves and every happy thing” and knows he’s found his instrument
as well as his place in the family.
In “The Metaphor,” from her award-winning short story collection
The Leaving, Budge introduces young Charlotte, who is enthralled
with her flamboyant teacher Miss Hancock and inspired by her
passion for literature and the power of the metaphor. When she reconnects with her teacher in high school, where the over-exuberant
Miss Hancock is an object of laughter and ridicule, Charlotte turns
away and later feels the sharp sting of that betrayal. In Budge’s short
story “The Leaving,” Sylvie’s mother, who has endured a hardscrabble
life in a small town, leaves home and takes Sylvie with her to the big
city. Sylvie’s mom shows her daughter a world she never knew was
possible and gives her hope to dream bigger dreams.
To mark the centenary of the first publication of Anne of Green
Gables, the Montgomery family approached Budge with a request
for her to take on the daunting task of writing a prequel. Budge’s first
inclination was to decline, but then, as she re-read the novel, she
found tantalizing details in what Montgomery revealed about Anne
and wanted to puzzle out how she came to be the feisty, articulate
girl who arrived at Green Gables. Budge was a disciplined writer and
would sit each day, often in the little fish house by the shore of her
home in Nova Scotia, writing in longhand and completing a chapter
a day. She completed the 71 chapters of Before Green Gables in 71
days, finishing on her 80th birthday. What discipline! The novel was
received with much praise and fanfare around the world.
Budge was a powerful literary force who held up a lantern to
guide and inspire young writers to be brave, trust their voice and
never let anything hold them back from trying their wings. Her light
will shine for many generations to come.

Carol McDougall is a writer and advocate for early literacy. She is a board member of
the Canadian Children’s Book Centre and founding director of Read to Me, Nova Scotia’s
hospital-based early reading promotion program.
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Keep Your Eye On ...

Saumiya Balasubramaniam
Spring into adventure with Running the Goat, Books & Broadsides!

Interview by shannon barnes
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A hare-raising spectacle!
~ Michael Winter,
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Tell us about your latest book or a project you are
working on.
After her parents are duped
by a coyote who is a master
of disguise, Harriet (“Harry”
for short) and her seven younger
siblings are left to fend
for themselves.
Their only resource is their parents’
now-empty bedroom, so Harry
and her brothers and sisters
open a “Hare B&B.”
It is a great success.
Then, the coyote comes calling
again, and learns that revenge
is a dish best served
as breakfast.
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Award-winning author
Bill Richardson and acclaimed
artist Bill Pechet join forces
in this charming and hilarious tale
about love, self-reliance,
and inn-keeping.

Running the Goat
Books & Broadsides
Tors Cove
Newfoundland and Labrador
www.runningthegoat.com

ISBN: 9781927917381

A rich and resonant tall tale that celebrates imagination
even as it underscores enduring truths.
* Kirkus, starred review

Bill Richardson and Bill Pechet bring you a tale of love, self-reliance
and innkeeping, as heartwarming as it is hilarious.
9781927917381 / $22.95

9781927917398 / $12.95
Running the Goat’s books are distributed in Canada by Nimbus Publishing. www.runningthegoat.com

Help Us Turn Children into

READERS

Two Drops of Brown in a Cloud of White is my latest book,
a gentle story that unfolds as a conversation between mother
and child as they walk back home from school on a classic
Canadian winter afternoon. When the immigrant mother misses
the warmth and colours of the country she has left behind, it is
the magic in the snow and the wonder in practically every small
detail of the new winter snowscape (as seen through her young
daughter’s eyes) that broadens her perspective and makes
them both feel at ‘home.’
I am currently working on a picture book project, which
is a proposed sequel to my first book, When I Found Grandma.
The story is placed in reversed setting when a young Canadian
girl, Maya, makes an overseas trip to meet her Grandma in India,
and the interesting cultural, generational and everyday life
situations she comes to experience there.
Tell us about your writing process.
I find inspiration in everyday life. Often an idea or an interesting
thought will occur during a conversation with a child, or while
reading another book, or simply from an observation. I try and
jot down the general idea immediately, and sometimes a story
shapes itself out as I am writing.
But at other times, I find that ideas for execution spring over
time (and as I like to say—over an exceedingly long course of
time.) I pursue and persist to complete the project and then keep
it aside to pick up another day.
For picture books, I often storyboard the idea and outline
page turns, page spreads and read-aloud the story more than a
couple of times. Often edits and re-writes occur at that stage.
Usually this process of write, set-aside, re-write and read-aloud
goes through more than a couple of iterations before I feel like
it is a book that I, myself, would like to read or buy.

How did you first get published?
I have written articles for leading magazines and national newspapers such as The Globe and Mail.
Although When I Found Grandma is my first published book,
it was actually Two Drops of Brown in a Cloud of White that was
written first. I presented it at a session at CANSCAIP’s fantastic
Packaging Your Imagination conference, where it was wellreceived by peers, as well as an editor who was charmed by the
story and the storytelling voice. I submitted it, and the company
held onto it for several months but couldn’t publish it. But by
then, I had established a working relationship with the editor and
shared When I Found Grandma. Again, the book piqued interest
and went through several edits with the team at that press but
was not published. From that experience, I learnt a lot about
editing and persisting.
So, I sent out the story to a couple of other publishers
and eventually heard from the wonderful Sheila Barry at
Groundwood Books. The book was accepted for publication
after a few minor edits and trimming of word length.
What do you like about writing for young people?
I just like the thought of being in a young person’s shoes! Even
if it is for a short while, I enjoy the taste of a snowflake on the
tongue, the sight of fun shapes in the clouds, the sparkle of snow
thrown up in the air or the happy ride of a carousel at a fair.
The possibilities for having fun without (hopefully) being
judged and the idea of developing an engaging read from one
tiny germ of thought is exciting.
Also, I think that children are naturally straightforward people.
They see things for what they are. So I feel that writing for
children of a particular age, in a particular book format, is no
child’s play (pun intended).
The satisfaction of crafting a well-written story for a hard-toplease audience is certainly rewarding.
Tell us about writers who inspire you.
When I reminisce about my own childhood, I feel like I’ve been
raised by Enid Blyton. To this day I am awestruck, not just by the
magic spun by most of her creative worlds (especially the series
stories), but by the sheer volume of her work. Kate DiCamillo and
Avi have been recent favourites too.
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FEATURE

A Look at Families in Canadian Kids’ Books

The Family is the Thing
by Sandra O’Brien

Not only do children need to see themselves reflected in children’s
literature, but equally important is that they see their families reflected in the stories they read. The nuclear family unit of the past
does not accurately mirror our current society. Today’s families are
much more diverse and we’re starting to see more of that in Canadian children’s literature over the last few years. It’s also important
for children to realize that not all families look the same as their own.
With that in mind, we’ll look at examples of Canadian children’s
literature that reflect different family situations.
In the picture book A Family is a Family is a Family, written by
Sara O’Leary and illustrated by Qin Leng, a teacher asks her students
what makes their families special, and everyone’s answer is different.
Some children are from small families and others have large families; some children have two moms and others have two dads; some
children have many grandparents and some live with their grandparents; some children all look like their siblings and some children
have new siblings; some children spend one week with mom and
then one week with dad and some children have differently-abled
parents; some children come from blended families and others from
foster families. So everyone’s family in the class was unique and
that’s what makes a family a family. A similar book that was recently
released is My Family, Your Family by Kathryn Cole and Cornelia Li.
This board book demonstrates the uniqueness of families for infants
and toddlers. Both books are a good starting point for discussions
about families helping children realize how diverse families can be.
Single Parent Families
Single-parent families are certainly common today and there are
many different circumstances that lead to single parenting. Many
individuals have chosen to adopt or have children on their own, and
many parents find themselves raising children alone after separation
or divorce. In Lana Button’s and Carmen Mok’s new book Tough
Like Mum, we explore the relationship between Kim and her mum.
While everyone always says Kim’s mum is tough and so is she, the
mother/daughter pair discover that in order to take care of each
other, sometimes being tough means you have to show vulnerability
and ask for help.
For middle-grade readers, The King of Jam Sandwiches by Eric
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Walters is about 13-year-old Robbie who lives a double life. It’s just
him and his dad, but Robbie’s dad isn’t like other dads. Sometimes
he disappears without telling Robbie where he’s going, but Robbie is
too scared to tell anyone for fear of being put into foster care. When
Robbie meets Harmony, the new tough girl at school, he eventually tells her his secret and they realize they have more in common
than they first thought. Also dealing with poverty, mental illness,
alcoholism and foster care, this story is told in a nonjudgmental and
compassionate way.
Families with LGBTQ2+ Members
Heather Smith has written numerous books that provide excellent
examples of diverse families. In A Plan for Pops (illustrated by Brooke
Kerrigan), Lou spends the weekend with his grandfathers. When
Pops has difficulty coming to terms with his new disability, Lou and
Grandad find a way to help him. Lou has obviously grown up with
two grandpas and the whole situation seems perfectly normal and
in no way contrived. It is exactly this type of story that can provide
children with examples of families that may look different from
their own but still reflect love and understanding. My Mommy, My
Mama, My Brother & Me: These Are the Things We Found by the Sea
by Natalie Meisner and Mathilde Cinq-Mars is another picture book
that tells the story of one family’s day beachcombing and meeting
neighbours by the sea. An ideal read for families of all shapes and
sizes, Mommy and Mama are also a biracial couple which reflects
the author’s own family of two moms and two sons growing up in
Lockeport, Nova Scotia.
The following titles provide heartwarming stories about teens
and their family members coming out for middle-grade readers or
older audiences. In Genius Jolene by Sarah Cassidy, eight-year-old
Jolene’s trucker father comes out as gay and her parents split up.
While on their annual road trip, Jolene learns how to stand up for
what’s right and support her dad. Similar themes are echoed in
Be My Love by Kit Pearson, a gentle coming out story that will help
young teens come to terms with their sexuality. With the help of her
supportive and understanding Aunt Maud, the protagonist Maisie
realizes her feelings for Una are natural. In Chicken Girl, Heather
Smith once again introduces us to a diverse cast of characters. There

W W W. B OO K C EN T RE . C A

is Poppy’s brother Cam, who is adjusting to life as an openly gay
teen, and Lewis, who is caring for an ailing parent while undergoing
the final stages of his gender transition.
We’d be hard-pressed to find a more diverse family in children’s
literature today than in The Lotterys series by Emma Donoghue
and Caroline Hadilaksono. Having won the lottery, two same-sex
couples who represent four different cultures—the dads are Canadian and Indian, and the moms are Mohawk and Jamaican—decide
to buy a home together to raise their families. The seven children
are a mix of biological and adopted children and are from a myriad
of racial backgrounds. Some of the children are dealing with issues
ranging from gender identity to developmental delays. In The
Lotterys Plus One, Grandad comes to stay, so we have the added
theme of intergenerational relationships. In The Lotterys More or
Less, the family must change their plans for the winter solstice and
subsequent holidays as a major ice storm hits Toronto stranding two
family members in India. The stories are fun with tender moments
that certainly reflect Canada’s cultural diversity.
Divorce/Separation
Weekend Dad by Naseem Hrab and Frank Viva is narrated by the
little boy in the story whose dad has just moved out of the family
home and into his own apartment. When the weekend arrives, he
goes to visit his dad at his apartment. While he initially feels reluctant, he eventually realizes that while things are different, they’re not
so bad. In a YouTube video, Hrab says that she hopes the story shows
“a family can recalibrate, and a family can rebuild” and “the love that
exists between a mom and a child or a dad and a child is always
there.” This is a very hopeful story for children who are experiencing
separation or divorce and includes a letter from the dad to the little
boy reminding him that dad will always be thinking about him even
when they are apart.
Louis Undercover by Fanny Britt and Isabelle Arsenault is about
another boy whose parents have divorced/separated, and he lives
with his mom in her apartment in the city and visits his alcoholic
dad in his home in the country. This book shows how complex life
can be when parents separate and one suffers from alcoholism.
Louis eventually finds his way forward while dealing with his family’s issues, and the story stresses the importance of friendship in
difficult times.
Family Members with Disabilities
While we are starting to see more characters with disabilities in
picture books, there are not many books that include such characters in middle-grade literature. One example that does is Inkling
by Kenneth Oppel. While Sarah, Ethan’s little sister who has Down
Syndrome, is a secondary character, she adds humour and warmth
to the story and the relationship she and Ethan have is incredibly
special. While Dad, who is suffering from writer’s block after the loss
of his wife and mother to his children two years prior, can on occa-
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sion sleep all day and be forgetful, Ethan ensures that Sarah gets
the attention she needs. While none of this is extremely important to
the plot, it is one of very few novels that includes a character with a
disability and emphasizes her central role in the family.
Families with Adopted Children
For middle-grade readers seeking stories about adoption from overseas, Sky of Bombs, Sky of Stars: A Vietnamese War Orphan Finds
Home by Marsha Forchuk Skrypuch tells the story of Tuyet and her
rescue from war-torn Vietnam. Welcomed into the Morris family,
Tuyet thinks she’s there to help care for baby Aaron as she did in the
orphanage in Vietnam. It takes a while for her to realize she is to be
their daughter. This story gives young readers a complete account
of a Vietnamese war orphan’s journey from hardship and horror to
hope and a new home.
For older audiences, No One’s Baby by Wanda Lauren Taylor deals
with the topic of adoption but also deals with other sensitive issues
which may trigger some readers. Lizzie is a biracial teen adopted by
Caucasian parents and has never felt like she belonged. When her
adoptive father passes away, she starts acting out and eventually discovers she’s pregnant. Faced with the difficult decision of whether
to have the baby or have an abortion, Lizzie decides to search for her
birth mother. But when her adoptive mother falls ill, she returns to
the only mother she’s ever known and tells her about her pregnancy.
Together they move forward with the help and support of one another.
Foster Families
Elliott, by Julie Pearson and Manon Gauthier, is the story of one
child’s journey through the foster care system in search of a forever
home. Elliott’s parents do not know how to care for him properly,
so when a social worker comes to visit one day, he turns Elliott’s life
upside down. The foster families that care for him are kind, but it’s all
so new to Elliott that he continues to yell, cry and misbehave. Finally,
when it becomes apparent to the social worker that Elliott’s parents
will not be able to care for him ever again, he sets out to find Elliott a
“forever, forever” home with a family who will love and care for him
no matter what. An exceptional book to help young children understand that birth parents do not always know how to look after them
and other caregivers must come into their lives.
For older audiences, Just Lucky by Melanie Florence and Fight
Back by Brent R. Sherrard are excellent reads about the foster care
system. Just Lucky is about a teenaged girl named Lucky who lives
with her grandparents. When her grandfather passes away, she
comes to realize her grandmother has dementia and can no longer
properly care for her. Lucky is sent to live in a few different foster
homes where she soon realizes that there are good and bad foster
homes. Lucky wonders if she’ll ever find a home again after the only
one that she’s ever known is gone. In Fight Back, Tyler has been
abandoned by his mother and physically and emotionally abused
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by his father. He grows up with a wild temper and eventually finds
himself in trouble with the law. Placed in a foster home, Tyler finds
a family who is kind and compassionate, and his foster dad teaches
him how to box. With an outlet for his violent tendencies, Tyler
begins to develop trust in people and takes responsibility for his life
and actions. Both titles provide hope to youngsters navigating the
foster care system.
Found Family
Some families, such as the one Bun finds in The Agony of Bun
O’Keefe, are not biological but those we find on our path through
life. Bun, who is kicked out of home at the age of 14, hitchhikes from
her home in rural Newfoundland to St. John’s and meets Busker Boy,
who takes her under his wing and provides her with a place to live.
Introducing her to his roommates, she meets Chef, a dishwasher
with culinary aspirations; Big Eyes, a Catholic school girl running
from an abusive past; and Cher/Chris, a drag queen and former
medical student. They take Bun into their fold and love and nurture
her, which helps her heal from the abusive relationship she had
with her mother. This is an important read to dispel myths about
Indigenous youth, runaways and homeless kids and shows that
families are not always dependent upon those we are biologically
connected to.
Salma the Syrian Chef by Danny Ramadan and illustrated by
Anna Bron provides us with another example of finding family
when we’ve been separated from our own. Salma and her mom have
left the refugee camp in Syria but have left dad behind. Mom is so
busy learning English and going to job interviews she hardly smiles
anymore. Salma decides she wants to prepare foul shami for her
mom to help her feel more at home, but without the recipe or the
English words to buy the ingredients, she’s not sure what to do. The
community of people working and living at the Welcome Centre
come together, just like a family would, and help Salma create a
surprise for her mom, which brings a smile to her face at last.
Having lived overseas for four years while raising a family, I know
the importance of ‘finding family’ to provide a network of support
and love.
Homelessness
Two excellent stories that deal with homelessness are Aunt Pearl
by Monica Kulling and Irene Luxbacher and No Fixed Address by
Susin Nielsen. Both books show how dealing with homelessness
is difficult for all families, but they do so in different ways. In Aunt
Pearl, Marta and Dan meet their Aunt Pearl one day when she arrives at their house with a shopping cart full of all her worldly goods.
Marta’s mom Rose has asked Pearl to live with them as she does not
approve of her sister’s transient ways. Aunt Pearl eventually becomes
despondent and leaves as she finds it too difficult to abide by Rose’s
rules. This is a very tender story that could lead to some particularly
important conversations with children about societal opinions
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around homelessness.
No Fixed Address by Susin Nielsen is about 12-year-old Felix
Knutsson and his mom Astrid who is loving but unreliable and occasionally suffers from depressive episodes. When they lose their
apartment in Vancouver, they move into a camper van for the summer until Astrid can find a job in the fall. Felix is forced to keep their
living conditions a secret and luckily has some good friends to help
him out. Felix wants nothing more than to help his mom avoid poverty, unemployment and homelessness but has no idea how until he
wins a spot on a trivia game show. Nielsen handles the mother/son
relationship with grace and empathy and provides us with another
venue to start conversations about homelessness, poverty, unemployment and mental health issues and how they affect families.
Multigenerational Families
Grandparents also play an important role in the lives of children.
Some children have grandparents that live with them or nearby and
play a big role in their lives, while others have grandparents they
only see on occasion. In Grandmother’s Visit by Betty Quan and
Carmen Mok, Grace’s grandmother lives with her and her parents.
Grandmother teaches Grace how to measure water for rice, tells her
stories about growing up in China and walks her to and from school
every day. When Grandmother falls ill and passes away, Grace must
learn to say goodbye to her loving grandparent. The story is haunting yet hopeful and shows how great an influence grandparents can
have on their grandchildren’s lives.
While I could have put Ebb & Flow by Heather Smith in the single
parent section, I decided to discuss it here as it’s the relationship
that Jett has with his unconventional grandmother that helps him
come to terms with the difficult year he’s had. After Jett’s dad goes to
jail, he and his mom move to a new town for a fresh start. But new
beginnings aren’t always what they’re cracked up to be and Jett finds
himself in a cycle of bad decisions, which culminates in the betrayal
of a friend. His mom suggests spending the summer with Grandma
Jo so he can have a change of scenery. Told in free verse vignettes,
this story packs a punch and shows us once again what a big impact
grandparents can have on their grandchildren.
While not an exhaustive list, the books mentioned show the
myriad of ways a family can look and hopefully, children will find
a family similar to their own in one of these many titles. Reading
and discussing them with children will broaden their horizons and
hopefully help them express empathy towards each other. Family
is especially important to children and seeing themselves and their
families reflected in literature will help them realize they are more
like others than different from them.
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BROOKE KERRIGAN

Illustrating Life’s Stories
in Detail
by Marylynn Miller Oke

Challenge, reward & passion
Like any creative, she loves when her work comes together in
that “aha moment.” And like many creatives, to get there, she goes
through many uncertain moments that fluctuate between wanting
to pull her hair out or dance around the room with excitement.
“I get really, really, REALLY invested in my work, and because of
that, I feel all the highs and lows that come with caring so much,”
observes Brooke. “At the end of the day, the highs far outweigh the
lows, which is why I really do love what I do.”
When she sees that newly-published book arrive for the first
time, she experiences a rewarding rush of gratification knowing
that she created something that pushed her boundaries and
fulfilled her ideas and creative process. “I think that’s why I’m
passionate,” said Brooke. “Pretty much every book I work on presents me with that kind of challenge and reward.”
She has learned that fleeting feelings of frustration are part of
the creative process that ultimately lead to a worthwhile sense
of accomplishment. “I’m also incredibly proud to be part of the
creation of children’s books. It goes without saying how important
reading and literacy is, especially nowadays when all of us are
constantly being pulled in a million directions and spending way
too much time looking at screens.”

Brooke Kerrigan always knew that she loved to draw. Evidence of
that is strewn across tiny pieces of paper and countless notebooks
that she has amassed since she was a kid. Now creating captivating
illustrations for children’s books with unobtrusive palettes and
intriguing detail, the Toronto native is inspired by the raw beauty
of nature and her travel across the world.
Having received critical acclaim for her work, she assuredly
traces her talent and passion back to her childhood and the girl
who was happiest drawing at her little desk. Influenced tremendously by her creative parents, her work is a natural extension of
her earliest, over-active imagination—and perhaps an endearing
illustration of life’s legacy.
The bio details
Known for whimsical drawings and soft colours, Brooke has been
working as an illustrator and graphic designer for several years.
Whether working with watercolour, pencil crayon or something a
little more technologically advanced, the award-winning illustrator
has collaborated on more than 10 picture books for various authors,
including A Plan for Pops, published by Orca Book Publishers,
and The Little Boy Who Lived Down the Drain, published by Red
Deer Press.
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A creative influence at home
As far back as Brooke can remember, she knew that she was going
to be an illustrator. Having made that career choice around the
tender age of six, it seemed to come naturally to her. “I always loved
to draw. I had a little drawing table that I would sit down at on a
Saturday morning with my crayons or markers. I was happy.”
Her talents were undoubtedly nurtured by her home environment.
Every day she saw her creative parents working at their desks.
Well known in children’s literature and their own professional light,
her mother, Heather Collins, is an illustrator, while her father,
Blair Kerrigan, worked as a graphic designer.
It seems her future came into focus as she followed directly
in their footsteps. “My parents have had a huge influence on my
work. Growing up in a creative household and watching them
work inspired me from a young age. I have happily walked the
same path and am lucky to have had two very experienced and
successful people to support and encourage me on that journey.”
Sadly, Brooke’s father passed away recently due to illness.
One footstep at a time
Looking back on her high school binders and textbooks covered
by doodles and daydreaming, she reflects that illustrating was a
natural path for her to pursue. Although initially uncertain in art
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school about illustrating children’s books as a career, she found that
it was a natural place for her creative brain to flourish. “My mind is
happiest residing in a fanciful, whimsical, magical sort of place,”
reflects Brooke. “I think it took me a long time to appreciate that my
strength as a children’s illustrator lies in the fact that I’m really just
a big kid who loves to draw.”
Although there have been many unexpected twists in the
road, Brooke is content now. After graduating from Illustration at
Sheridan College, she began the long process of making a living
illustrating children’s books. She did this simply by putting one
foot in front of the other. She recalls her first published artwork as
an intern at Chirp magazine. “I will never forget the moment I got
that job. I was OVER THE MOON. Then came years of sending my
portfolio to publishers without a reply, but I just kept trying.” Her
persistence paid off when she got to illustrate Wellington’s Rainy
Day by Carolyn Beck, her first book with Orca Book Publishers.
Naturally inspired
During the challenging time she experienced before landing
professional work, Brooke began to travel. This led to adventure,
her husband John, and Chamonix, a town in the French Alps
where she now spends most of her time. She also discovered that
she is happiest surrounded by nature and the great outdoors.
“I feel my most peaceful and inspired when I’m outside. That’s
when I get most of my ideas. Nature is my happy place.”
Although she now splits her time between Tiny, Ontario and
France, she learned to love city life while growing up in Toronto.
She finds the sensory overload to be extremely inspiring. A fan of
the hustle and bustle, she reveals that she could drink coffee and
watch people all day. “There’s so much to look at and appreciate in a
city! Posters pinned up on poles, graffiti in the streets, creative store
windows and funky shops, small magazine publications or flyers
lying on bar tops, art galleries, artists in the streets… even the grit
and dirt of Toronto is exciting to me.”
However, she is always drawn back to nature, the peace of
wide-open spaces, trees, birds and clouds. She also finds solace and
mediation in movement outdoors, whether skiing, surfing or practicing yoga. “In those moments, I am at my best and most inspired.”
Mini paintings & big ideas
Through her drawings, the wind can become a character; a paper
bird can be a symbol of hope. An icy stare through a grey windowpane or a cheeky soap-covered child in the tub can speak volumes.
“Most of my art is on tiny pieces of paper, so instead of sketchbooks,
I have a sketch box filled with years of doodles, drawings and
mini paintings!”
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While working in different mediums ranging from pastels to
iPad, Brooke’s technical process can vary. However, each of her
books derives from the same creative method. She reads the
manuscript several times and allows the ideas to ruminate and flow
before touching pencil to paper or whatever she has on hand to
draw on. She keeps her favourites.
Brooke’s books start with concept pieces and character
development. Playing with style to develop ideas, she will produce
miniature paintings and pin them on her bulletin board for motivation and inspiration. She finds the mini paintings don’t require
too much time or dampen her creative spirit if she must start over.
This gives her the freedom to try new things and further develop
as an illustrator. From concept to mini painting to first sketches, her
drawings and the final art for a book take shape.
“I’ve been very fortunate to work with amazing art directors
who push me to be better and who help me expand my ideas and
approach to the artwork—Peter Carver at Red Deer Press who I
have worked with on half a dozen books as both an illustrator and
book designer; Rachel Page at Orca Book Publishers; and Debbie
Rogosin at Owlkids Books.”
Drawing the reader back in
When asked what makes a great illustration, she says she is still
trying to figure that one out. “When I read books by my favourite
illustrators, I feel delighted with each new page. I can get lost in the
art and truly appreciate all the extra details. It was the same when
I was a child. I could pick up my favourite books and look at my
favourite illustrations over and over again with the same level of
appreciation.”
Awed and inspired by other illustrators, she feels the tiny details
make a big impact. She refers to those that reveal themselves in a
second or third read or reveal the unexpected through medium,
colour or negative space. They can comprise a wonderful picture
and reflect a talented artist. “I definitely think a great illustration
will tell its very own story or stories—inspired by the text, and sure
to complement it, but perhaps surprising to the viewer. I also think
that the very best illustrations come from artists who are true to
themselves, who are able to push their boundaries and trust their
instincts. It’s something I work towards every day.”
Near and dear
“I love the wind, the sky, the mountains and wide-open spaces, so
when I get to illustrate outdoor scenes, I feel free.” Brooke explains
that is why she loved working on Fishermen Through and Through
by Colleen Sydor and The Christmas Wind by Stephanie Simpson
McLellan, both published by Red Deer Press. The upcoming Mark
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the Mountain Guide by Mark Seaton, published by Boxer Books,
is also full of mountain scenery.
For different reasons, A Plan for Pops by Heather Smith,
published by Orca Book Publishers, resonates on a personal level
for Brooke and is very close to her heart. For the past five years,
Brooke has fought a debilitating heart issue brought on by a virus
which she describes as bringing her life to a grinding halt. In turn,
she believes that A Plan for Pops touches on how physical wellbeing can deeply affect our mental health. As the book shows how
loved ones rally around an ailing family member, she feels that
author Heather Smith approached the important topic in a gentle
and endearing way that sees her characters persevere through
the power of love. “It’s the best! When I read the manuscript, it
touched me deeply, and I am thrilled that I had the opportunity to
illustrate it.”
It really matters
Her book Fishermen Through and Through was a 2016 Blue Spruce
Award Honour Book, received an Honourable Mention from the
Alcuin Society Awards for Excellence in Book Design, and won the
Storytelling World Resource Award for Pre-Adolescent Listeners.
The Little Boy Who Lived Down the Drain was declared a 2018 Blue
Spruce Award Honour Book, Kiss Me (I’m a Prince!) was named a
2012 Blue Spruce Award Honour Book and 2011 Amelia Bloomer
List nominee. Her books have received other accolades, such as
starred selections in the CCBC’s Best Books for Kids & Teens
selection guide and the Ontario Library Association’s Best Bets.
“It’s a dream come true. I still struggle with revealing my work
to my art director at the end of a project. Too often I compare my
work to other illustrators and feel like I’m not really very good at
what I do. So, industry recognition helps me move past those
negative emotions and feel proud and motivated! It also makes
me feel like what I do is reaching people.”
Acknowledging that putting your heart into illustration can be
isolating work, she feels that feedback from industry and readers
is key to gauging the appeal of her work. Ultimately, the best feedback she gets is from visiting with her young readers in schools
or libraries.
She recalled an opportunity to meet hundreds of children during
Canadian Children’s Book Week in 2019. “At the end of the visits,
I got to chat with some of the children, and their feedback and
enthusiasm filled my heart,” stated Brooke. “As an illustrator, it
doesn’t get any better than having a child tell me they like my book,
or that they like to draw or that they love to read. That is what it’s all
about. It makes me feel like I’m doing something that matters!”
Visit the following links for more information on Brooke
(brookekerriganillustration.com), her father (blairkerrigan.com)
and her mother (heathercollins.ca).
Marylynn Miller Oke is a freelance writer with a focus on good news stories.
milleroke.com
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A Tribute to Blair Kerrigan
At this moment in time, due to life circumstances, it feels appropriate
to write some words to honour my dad, Blair, who recently passed
away from a very aggressive cancer.
During his last weeks, he was determined to beat all the odds, and
he held on much longer than expected. To me, he took on cancer in a
way that he took on pretty much everything in his life—with passion,
stubbornness, focus and a drive to do the best he possibly could. But, I
don’t want to talk about cancer because that is the absolute last thing
that should define him.
My dad was a very inspiring person. From my perspective, watching
him as I grew up, he undertook every job like it was the most important
piece of work he’d ever complete, whether it was his work as a graphic
designer or his work building the house of his dreams with my mom.
He was a perfectionist, and he cared deeply about everything he
created. His contribution to Canadian children’s books is unquestionable, but he remained humble, and I have so much respect for that.
In my work, my dad was my toughest critic, which drove me absolutely nuts a lot of the time. But it only made me better and helped
push me to achieve more than I thought I could. I am forever grateful
for that.
On the flip side, I can’t count the number of times I decided to give
up drawing. In those moments, he was encouraging and supportive.
In the last six years, as I’ve begun to establish myself more as a graphic
designer, my father has been my mentor. His guidance and direction
have been invaluable to me. He was always ready to pick up the phone
and give me his opinions or feedback or advice.

FOREST MAGIC

A Guidebook for Little Woodland Explorers
Little Explorers Series
Words and Art by Sarah Grindler

SEEING STARS

$16.95 | children’s guidebook | Ages: 4–8
978-1-77108-926-5

The Secret Life of Starfish
Denise Adams

$12.95 | picture book | All ages
978-1-77108-931-9

WILDFLOWER

Words and art by Briana Corr Scott

$22.95 | picture book | Ages: 3-7
978-1-77108-937-1

@nimbuspub or nimbus.ca

Experience the love of Métis families in these GDI Press resources!

A story
In 2014, I decided I wanted to expand my skillset and proposed that I
do the graphic design for a book I was illustrating with Red Deer Press,
Fishermen Through and Through by Colleen Sydor. Peter Carver, my
editor at the time, agreed to take a chance on me. Considering that
at that time I had no formal training as a designer, Peter agreed to my
proposal as long as we could rely on the help of my father, a wellknown and very talented graphic designer, if any technical issues arose.
My dad was my advisor for that project, and I have very fond memories of long FaceTime calls where our relationship was very much that
of teacher and student. We set up a weekly schedule with classes, and
he taught me everything he knew about design theory, layout design,
print and press. The list goes on. The notes that I took during those
classes are by my side to this day for every design project I embark
upon. I can’t call him anymore, but I feel his presence when I need
it, leaning over my shoulder, encouraging me, advising me or simply
giving me unsolicited advice—and it still helps.
I miss him more than words can say.
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Download a catalogue or order online!

www.shopmetis.ca

facebook.com/gabrieldumontinstitute
@gdins_org
pinterest.com/gabrieldumontin

Gabriel Dumont Institute Press
917 22nd Street West, Saskatoon, SK, S7M 0R9
(T) 306.934.4941 / (F) 306.244.0252
www.gdins.org / www.metismuseum.ca

FEATURE

INTERGENERATIONAL RELATIONSHIPS

The Importance of Grandparents
in Indigenous Children’s Literature

Nimoshom and His Bus
written by Penny M. Thomas
illustrated by Karen Hibbard
HighWater Press, 2017

Nimoshom (grandfather) loves to drive the
bus and make the kids giggle. He also teaches
them different words in Cree as they head to and from school each
day. Just a normal day for Nimoshom and his bus. A glossary for
proper pronunciation is also included with the book.

by Nancy Cooper

Awâsis and the World-Famous Bannock
My Nokomis (grandmother) always kept a wad of chewing gum
on her bedpost. She would stick it there at night and grab it first
thing in the morning. Her home smelled like sweetgrass and there
were always lots of frogs around because she lived right near the
lake. She loved bananas and whenever we would travel, she always
packed lots of food and would start eating almost right away, as
soon as the car left the driveway or the train left the station, a trait
I seem to have inherited. She was a midwife. Her name was Nancy
and I’m named for her. I wish I remembered more about her. But I
do remember it always seemed sunny when I was with her and that
she had crinkly lines around her eyes when she smiled.
Grandparents are important in Indigenous communities and
families. A deep respect for Elders and the knowledge they carry
is part of this importance, but I feel that it goes deeper than this.
Grandparents have so much to teach all of us. Traditional ways of
knowing are carried down through their teachings. We witness the
histories of their lived experiences and honour those memories,
both good and tragic. We learn to parent from them. Some of us are
parented by our grandparents. We learn the importance of carrying
on, despite the obstacles in our way, from our grandparents. We
also learn to have fun and find joy in this mysterious life we have
been given from Creator.
My own sons, members of the Tla’amin Nation, have learned
important cultural teachings from their Poppa (grandfather); how
to gut and filet a salmon, how to shuck oysters, how to go prawn
fishing, how to love family and how to show that love. From their
Chichia (grandmother), they have learned about the importance of
family and how kindness is one of the best things you can give to
others. They have been shown what unconditional love looks like
from these two people. They are aware of the important fact that
their Chichia was taken, no, stolen, when she was three years old
and wasn’t released from residential school until she was 18. The
residential school experience is not an abstract concept to them.
They know where they come from and how important it is to be
proud Salish/Cree/Métis/Anishnaabe young men. They know they
come from love and spirit. They know that they are part of a larger
whole with ripples going back and forward for generations.
Grandparents factor quite heavily in Indigenous children’s
literature. After just a cursory search, I found over 35 books that
either were about grandparents or had grandparents in the story. I
want to write about the importance of grandparents in Indigenous
literature and share some of the important stories and teachings
told in these stories. From having fun to learning about survival
in the elements to learning our first languages, children’s books
in Indigenous literature play an important role in the reclamation
of cultural practice and healing the circles that were cracked
and broken.
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written by Dallas Hunt
illustrated by Amanda Strong
HighWater Press, 2018

Language Acquisition
Many Indigenous children’s books being published today contain
either complete Indigenous language text beside the English text
or specific Indigenous words have been inserted throughout the
story. The books are used in classrooms all over the country as well
as helping all second language learners, no matter their age. The
gentle ways in which grandparents impart their language is shown
in these books.

Adventure awaits Awâsis when he loses his
Kôkhum’s (grandmother) world-famous bannock.
All the non-human relatives in the forest help to rectify the situation. This dual-language book also includes the recipe for Kôkhum’s
famous bannock.
A Day with Yayah
written by Nicola I. Campbell
illustrated by Julie Flett
Tradewind Books, 2017

On the Trapline
written by David A. Robertson
illustrated by Julie Flett
Tundra Books, 2021

With muted and beautiful illustrations by Julie
Flett, this book about a child returning with his
Moshom (grandfather) to his childhood trapline is
a masterpiece of children’s literature. Grandchild and Moshom return
to Moshom’s childhood trapline deep in the forest. Moshom hasn’t
been back since he was a little child. Robertson conveys this trip with
a gentleness and sweetness that is evident in every word and memory
Moshom shares with his grandchild about what his childhood was like
on the trapline. There is a different Swampy Cree word to learn on
every page. A glossary is also included at the end of the book.
Nipêhon/I Wait
written and illustrated by Caitlin Dale Nicholson
translated by Leona Morin-Neilson
Groundwood Books, 2017

A young girl, her mother and her grandmother
go out to pick wild yarrow. Written in Cree and
English, the story imparts the gentle teachings of
patience and love as three generations of a
family gather medicine together.

This beautiful book takes us to the Nicola Valley
in the BC interior. The grandchildren go with their
grandmother into the forest to gather food and
learn about the different plants and how they can be used for medicines or food. As they travel around the valley, the children are taught
various words in their native language, with the grandmother even
helping the children with their pronunciation. When they get back
home, they happily gift the elders with the foods and medicines they
have gathered. A glossary of terms is included in the book.

Leadership
Leading by example, even if it is a lonely practice, is an important
teaching we learn from our grandparents. Our grandparents led
movements and communities. They were, and are, leaders in so
many ways. Our grandparents were at the front lines of protests
against land exploitation and forced removal of Indigenous rights.
They started political parties and movements that have brought
awareness to some very important issues facing Indigenous communities. We only need to look to our grandparents’ activism to see
how much they care for all of us.
The Water Walker

Niwechihaw/I Help

written and illustrated by Joanne Robertson
Second Story Press, 2017

written by Caitlin Dale Nicholson
translated by Leona Morin-Neilson
Groundwood Books, 2018 ©2008

Helping to pick rosehips with his Nôkhom (grandfather), a little boy learns about the medicines all
around him while spending time walking, praying,
eating and visiting. Cree teachings and values about
gentleness and medicine, and the importance of family are lovingly
depicted in this dual-language book.

W W W. B OO K C EN T RE . C A

Josephine-ba Mandamin was a force of nature
who walked thousands of kilometres to raise
awareness of and to protect nibi (water). Carrying
a copper pot of water, grandmother Josephine,
along with the Mother Earth Water Walkers, walked all the way around
every Great Lake, praying and singing for the water. Josephine went
through three knees and 11 pairs of sneakers on her walks. Even
though she is gone, many have taken up the cause and continue to
walk for the water. A glossary helps with the correct pronunciation
of the Anishnaabemowin words used throughout the book.

W W W. B OO K C EN T RE . C A

Cultural Teachings and Skills
“Grampa, you said, ‘Life will be difficult sometimes. Try not to be
overwhelmed by this. It is important to remember all of the good
things that have happened in your life. Be brave and open yourself
up for new good things to happen.’”
Excerpt from We Dream Medicine Dreams

There are so many beautiful books highlighting the myriad of
ways that grandparents impart cultural teachings and traditional
skills. From learning about how it is our responsibility to maintain
the land for our animal kin to learning how to jig to fiddle music,
grandparents are the patient and loving teachers we all need in
our lives.
We Dream Medicine Dreams
written and illustrated by Lisa Boivin
HighWater Press, 2021

Lisa Boivin’s book is the story of a girl and her
grandfather. He teaches her about respect for all
living things, why kindness is so important and
shares with her the importance of medicine dreams, dreams given to
us by the animals. When Grandfather gets sick and is close to death,
the girl visits him, and while she is disturbed by the strangeness of
the hospital, she is able to connect with her grandfather and say
goodbye. A beautifully written book about the connections between
us as family and as relations to all other living beings.
Fiddle Dancer
written by Anne Patton and Wilfred Burton
illustrated by Sherry Farrell Racette
Michif translation by Norman Fleury
Gabriel Dumont Institute, 2007

The beautiful illustrations by Sherry Farrell Racette
help the authors convey the story of a boy and his
Mooshoom (grandfather) and how his Mooshoom teaches him to
dance to the music of the fiddle. Fiddle Dancer teaches us about
the strong connections between grandparents and grandchildren
and how hard it is to learn something new. Norman Fleury has
provided the Michif translation for the book.
Fishing with Grandma
written by Susan Avingaq and Maren Vsetula
illustrated by Charlene Chua
Inhabit Media, 2016

When the kids ask to go jigging for fish, Grandmother is a willing leader. Grandmother gives great
advice about what to wear and what to bring on their trip to the
frozen lake. Grandmother shows the children how to be safe and how
to set up for the perfect fishing spot. The kids and Grandmother join
others from the community on the ice as they harvest tasty fish to
share with elders and other family members.
Continued on next page
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Neekah’s Knitting Needles

When We Were Alone

Grandpa’s Girls

written by Sylvia Olsen with Odelia Smith
illustrated by Sheena Lott
Sono Nis Press, 2019

written by David A. Robertson
illustrated by Julie Flett
HighWater Press, 2016

written by Nicola I. Campbell
illustrated by Kim LaFave
Groundwood Books, 2011

When Neekah is finally old enough to learn how to
knit, the process becomes a family affair. Grandpa
Carl gifts Neekah with her very own knitting
needles and Auntie Joni provides the wool that Neekah will use to
make her first-ever toque. Mom patiently teaches her how to knit
‘criss-cross apple sauce,’ and after some trial and error, her first toque
is finished. As is the tradition in the Cowichan community, Neekah
gives her first toque to her Grandma Dorothy. Readers can even visit
www.sononis.com to purchase the pattern for Neekah’s toque if they
would like to try to knit just like Neekah.
Dancing in My Bones
written by Wilfred Burton and Anne Patton
illustrated by Sherry Farrell Racette
Michif translation by Norman Fleury
Gabriel Dumont Institute, 2009

This is the continuation of Fiddle Dancer, released in
2007. Nolin continues to learn about his wonderful
Métis heritage through stories from his Mooshoom (grandfather).
This time he learns about the Bannock Jig, Mooshoom’s red lipstick
kisses and Mooshoom’s first moose hunt. Included with the book is
a CD containing Michif and English narrations of the story and some
dance-worthy fiddle music.

residential School Experience
“I’m waiting for what we lost that day to come back to us.”
Excerpt from The Train

Many of our grandparents were either taken to residential schools
themselves or were forced to witness their children be removed
to the schools. These are painful memories and experiences that
have affected communities and families throughout the country.
As a society, we must bear witness. As a community, we must
remember and continue to heal. Grandparents’ voices and their
teachings are captured beautifully in many children’s books about
residential schools. The experiences of residential school survivors
are dealt with in a gentle and loving way through these works.
Shi-shi-etko
written by Nicola I. Campbell
illustrated by Kim LaFave
Groundwood Books, 2005

One of the most poignant, beautiful, and sad
books about residential schools. Shi-shi-etko is
counting down the days until she goes to school. Family surrounds
her as she vows to remember every little thing about home. Yayah
(grandmother) comes to wake her early one morning and gifts her
a pouch to carry memories. They spend the day together and Yayah
shares her knowledge of the trees and plants in the valley. Shi-shietko keeps these memories safe as she says goodbye to everyone,
promising never to forget a thing.

Helping Kókom (grandmother) in the garden,
the granddaughter wonders why she wears such
colourful clothing. Later she wonders why Kókom has such long
hair. So begins a story of experiences in residential school and how
now Kókom wears colours, keeps her hair long and speaks Cree, her
language. Reclaiming and celebrating the very things that were taken
away from her as a child, Nókom ensures that her granddaughter will
always be proud of who she is and where she comes from.

When her mom says they are going to visit Grandpa,
the little girl doesn’t need to be told twice! She
loves spending time at Grandpa’s farm. Grandpa
is a farmer, a veteran, a cowboy, and a businessman. The cousins
spend the day exploring the farm and the fields, enjoying family time.
Grandpa loves his girls, and they love him.
Jenneli’s Dance
written by Elizabeth Denny
illustrated by Christopher Auchter
Theytus Books, 2008

The Train
written by Jodie Callaghan
illustrated by Georgia Lesley
Second Story Press, 2020

A heartbreakingly beautiful book about the
memories a great uncle has about being taken to
residential school. When Ashley sees her uncle standing by the old
train tracks, she learns of the time when the children of the community were taken away to residential school, their lives changing
forever. This story is also a story of hope and love and family as uncle
tells Ashley how much she means to him. She and her sister help to
make him hopeful that everything will be okay again. He wants her to
be proud of where she has come from so she can be proud of where
she is going.
Stolen Words
written by Melanie Florence
illustrated by Gabrielle Grimard
Second Story Press, 2017

This book explores the intergenerational impact
residential schools have had on families. When she
asks her grandfather to say something in Cree, he admits he cannot
speak his language and that it was stolen from him in residential
school. As he shares some of the stories from his time at the school,
his granddaughter tries to help. They both learn some words in Cree,
learning and healing together.

Laughter Fun and Joy
“Once a soldier, now a veteran, Grandpa is our everything—elder,
gardener, chef, businessman, rancher, cowboy… But best of all,
he’s Grandpa.”

When Jenneli’s Grandma Lucee enters her in
a jigging contest, Jenneli is horrified. But she
practices and when the day of the contest rolls
around, Jenneli swallows her fear and participates. Jenneli feels so
proud to be Métis and realizes that there is something special about
her after all. This sweet and funny book is creatively illustrated by
Christopher Auchter.

BIRDSPELL
by Valerie Sherrard

Corbin’s new parakeet seems to have the power to make

his life better, until his mom enters one of her dark periods.
Granny’s Giant Bannock
written by Brenda Wastasecoot
illustrated by Kimberly McKay-Fleming
Pemmican Publications, 2015

When Granny comes to visit Larf in the city, he
asks her to make his favourite bannock. Granny
sends him out to get the right ingredients for the bannock. But
because of their language differences, a huge mistake is made. This is
such a funny book about miscommunication, love and family, oh, and
a town eating giant bannock.

When things are at their worst and there are no answers
at home, where can he turn for help?
dcbyoungreaders.com

These books and so many others illustrate the integral importance
of grandparents in Indigenous communities across the country.
Chi-meegwetch to all of the authors and illustrators who have
shared with us their stories so that we can all experience the gifts
that grandparents give.
Nancy Cooper is from the Chippewas of Rama First Nation in southern Ontario. She is
the First Nation Consultant at the Southern Ontario Library Service and is the author of
The Trading Tree, published by The Prince’s Trust and the Ontario Water Centre.

Excerpt from Grandpa’s Girls

FIREFLY

A list of books about grandparents wouldn’t be complete without
stories that are about just having fun, laughing and being joyful.
These books contain funny stories, beautiful memories, and happy
times shared between grandchildren and grandparents. Much like
my own memories of sunshine and Nokomis, these books bring
smiles to the faces of the readers and emphasize the great impact
these familial relationships have on old and young alike.

by Philippa Dowding

Motorcycle cop? Medieval warrior? Singing lobster? Living

in a shop with seven million costumes, Firefly can choose to be
anything she wants to be. But before she picks her costume,
she has to find out who she is, and where she belongs.
dcbyoungreaders.com

20

C A N A D I A N C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K N E W S SUMMER 2 0 2 1

W W W. B OO K C EN T RE . C A

W W W. B OO K C EN T RE . C A

SPRING 2021 CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS

21

BOOKMARK!

FAMILIES

All in the Family
Families come in all shapes and sizes and it is important for children to see their family
represented in the books they read. Meghan Howe, the CCBC’s Library Coordinator,
has compiled a list of books, from board books to teen books, that showcase different
types of families.

BOARD BOOKS AND PICTURE BOOKS
FOR PRESCHOOL TO GRADES 4
We Sang You Home/Ka Kîweh
Nikamôstamâtinân
written by Richard Van Camp
illustrated by Julie Flett
translated by Mary Cardinal Collins
Orca Book Publishers, 2018

This sweet and lyrical dual-language book
captures the wonder new parents feel as
they welcome baby into the world. Flett’s
warm, evocative illustrations complement
Van Camp’s spare but emotionally effective
text celebrating that special bond between
parent and child. Includes Cree text.

The Egg
storyline and illustrations by Geraldo Valério
Owlkids Books, 2020

When an egg falls from its nest and washes
away, a grieving crane finds another egg in
need of a home. The hatchling that emerges
is a surprise, but no matter, the crane is
delighted and showers the little one
with love.

A Family Is a Family Is a Family
written by Sara O’Leary
illustrated by Qin Leng
Groundwood Books, 2016

What makes a family? When a teacher asks
her class to think about what makes their
families special, the answers are all different
in many ways—but the same in the one way
that matters most of all.

My Family, Your Family!
written by Kathryn Cole
illustrated by Cornelia Li
Second Story Press, 2020

written and illustrated by Monica Arnaldo
Owlkids Books, 2018

Little sisters and little brothers all want the
same things: a turn to play, a place on the
team, a chance to shine… But also, a helping
hand, a partner in crime and a friend for
life. This uplifting picture book explores the
good, the bad and the lovely of having—and
being—a sibling.
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SENIOR FICTION
FOR GRADES 7 AND UP

Jo: An Adaptation of Little Women
(Sort of)

The Agony of Bun O’Keefe

written and illustrated by Kathleen Gros
HarperAlley, 2020

With the start of eighth grade, Jo March
decides it’s time to get serious about her
writing and joins the school newspaper. But
becoming a hard-hitting journalist is harder
than she imagined. That’s not all that’s tough.
Jo and her sisters—Meg, Beth, and Amy—are
getting used to a new normal at home, with
their dad deployed overseas and their mom,
a nurse, working overtime.

Look Out for the Fitzgerald-Trouts

There is no one-size-fits-all when it comes
to families. They can be large or small,
blended or shared, here or there. Your family
or my family, whatever it’s like, it’s the
perfect fit.

written by Esta Spalding
illustrated by Sydney Smith
Tundra Books, 2016

Meet the Fitzgerald-Trouts, a band of four
loosely related children living together on a
tropical island. They take care of themselves.
They sleep in their car, bathe in the ocean,
eat fish they catch and fruit they pick, and
can drive anywhere they need to go. The
Fitzgerald-Trouts can do anything... maybe
even find a real home.

My Two Grandmothers
written by Diane Carmel Léger
illustrated by Jean-Luc Trudel
Nimbus Publishing, 2016

Acadian Mémére and Scottish Nannie
seem to have nothing in common, but their
love for their grandchildren is a bridge that
brings them together. This picture book is a
whimsically illustrated, heartwarming tale of
the special relationship between grandparents and grandchildren, and a celebration
of family of all shapes and sizes.

Lotterys Plus One
written by Emma Donoghue
illustrated by Caroline Hadilaksono
HarperCollins Publishers, 2017

Sumac Lottery is the fifth of seven kids in her
very large and extremely unruly family which
includes four parents, a parrot, a dog, a rat
and two cats. When an estranged grandfather must come and live with them, everything changes. Grumps clearly disapproves
of the Lotterys’ diverse and multicultural
household. Can Sumac and Grumps find a
way get along?

A Plan for Pops
written by Heather Smith
illustrated by Brooke Kerrigan
Orca Book Publishers, 2019

Lou spends every Saturday with Grandad
and Pops, bouncing from lap to lap. But
everything changes when Pops has a fall and
now needs a wheelchair. Hearing Grandad
trying to cheer up Pops inspires Lou. Using
skills learned from Grandad, and with a little
help from their neighbours, Lou devises a
plan for Pops.

We Are All Made of Molecules
written by Susin Nielsen
Tundra Books, 2015

Stewart, 13, is academically brilliant but
socially “ungifted.” Fourteen-year-old Ashley
is the “It” girl of Grade 9, but her marks stink.
When Stewart and his dad move in with
Ashley and her mom, their worlds collide.
They are complete opposites. And yet, no
matter their differences, they share one thing
in common: they—like the rest of us—are all
made of molecules.

Weekend Dad
Little Brothers & Little Sisters

JUNIOR & INTERMEDIATE FICTION
FOR GRADES 3 TO 9

written by Naseem Hrab
illustrated by Frank Viva
Groundwood Books, 2020

When a little boy enters his dad’s new
apartment for the first time, everything
feels different… but also the same. His dad
moved out on Monday and now it’s Friday
night, the start of their weekend together.
This picture book explores how it feels when
parents separate and the new reality of
having two homes.
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written by Heather Smith
Penguin Teen Canada, 2017

Bun O’Keefe, 14, has lived a shuttered,
lonely life with her negligent mother, who
is a hoarder. One day, Bun’s mother tells
her to leave, so she does. Hitchhiking out
of town, Bun learns that the world extends
beyond the walls of her mother’s house
and discovers the joy of being part of a new
family—a family of friends who care.

Annaka
written by Andre Fenton
Nimbus Publishing, 2020

Returning to her childhood home, Anna,
once known as Annaka, faces the death of
her beloved Grampy and memories from
her younger self. With more questions than
answers, Anna learns the danger of dwelling
in the past—especially when she’s confronted with some uncomfortable truths.

Are You Seeing Me?
written by Darren Groth
Orca Book Publishers, 2015

Twins Justine and Perry have left Australia
and embarked on a road trip in the Pacific
Northwest. When their dad died, Justine
became caregiver for her autistic brother,
who has now been accepted into a group
home. Before he moves in, the twins want to
create the perfect memory. For Perry, the trip
is a celebration; for Justine, it’s an opportunity to learn how to let go.

In the Key of Nira Ghani
written by Natasha Deen
Running Press Teens, 2019

Nira Ghani dreams of becoming a musician.
Her immigrant Guyanese parents want her to
become a scientist or doctor. Only her best
friend and grandmother understand her. Nira
must navigate changes in her relationships
with family and friends and a potential new
love. Can Nira find a balance between ‘old
world’ expectations and the pursuit of her
own dreams?
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS

We Recommend
NEW CANADIAN BOOKS FOR TODDLERS TO TEENS

Ara the Dream Innovator
written by Komal Singh
illustrated by Ipek Konak
Page Two Books Inc., 2021
978-1-989603-59-8 (hc) $22.00
for Grades 1 to 4
Picture Book | Engineering | Entrepreneurship |
Women in STEM | Diversity | Teamwork |
Computers and Digital Media | Innovation

Starting off with some basic python coding speak of “Hello, World!”
the reader is enthusiastically greeted by Ara, a kid engineer with big
dreams fueled by coding, computing and robotics. Joined by her
assistant DeeDee, a unicycle-like robot, Ara creates a device to record
and store her best dreams in a dream database. Fueled by innovation
and her clever Naani, Ara learns about entrepreneurship and turning
ideas into start-ups FTW (for the world). When Ara is challenged to
make her device more inclusive, she heads to an accelerator to see
how the tech world brings ideas into reality.
Komal Singh’s first book Ara the Star Engineer introduced readers
to mathematics and programming in order to solve the problem of
how many stars are in the sky. In this new installment, Singh takes
readers through the interesting worlds of innovation and invention
building. Young readers are introduced to the complicated world of
start-ups and designing for diversity in an easy to grasp and fun way.
Singh has yet again found a way to distill complex processes into
beautifully lyrical storytelling that will inspire young innovators to turn
their ideas into action.
In addition to exploring the ideation process, readers are introduced to real-life activists, funders and entrepreneurs who are
breaking the glass ceiling in technology to make it more accessible
FTW. This includes the author who grew up in India and is currently
the Engineering Program Manager at Google in Waterloo, Ontario.
Ashley Pamenter is a Learning and Development Coordinator with Girl Guides
of Canada–Guides du Canada and supports in the creation of STEM content.
She is currently the co-chair of the Red Maple Steering Committee and volunteers
as an author interviewer with the Cobourg Public Library.

Barnaby
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Kass Reich
Owlkids Books, 2021
978-1-77147-370-5 (hc) $19.95
for Preschool to Grade 2
Picture Book | Birds | Friendship | Sibling Rivalry |
Jealousy | Differences

Author Andrea Curtis introduces us to Barnaby, a beautiful blue
budgie, who has the perfect life—a gold cage (shaped like a gumdrop
castle!) complete with a swing and plethora of toys for his amusement. He also has the undivided attention of a kind lady who dotes
on him. That is, until the kind lady brings home a friend for Barnaby—
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a little yellow canary.
Barnaby does not take too kindly to the new addition. He begins
to act out—tearing the newspapers that line the bottom of his cage,
hanging upside down and squawking—until the lady takes the canary
away… but only for one night. The next day, the little bird is back,
much to Barnaby’s chagrin. And although the kind lady continues to
give Barnaby one-on-one time, he still cannot handle having to share
her attention with the other bird.
Kass Reich’s illustrations, rendered in gouache, coloured pencil,
with final touches added digitally, perfectly capture Barnaby’s
mood toward the canary. His facial expressions are priceless. When
Barnaby’s tantrums escalate, the lady puts him back in his cage and
locks the door. When she lets him out again, instead of flying over to
the lady to nuzzle her neck with his feathers, he flies out the open
window. And while the lady calls after him, he does not turn back.
Out in the real world, Barnaby encounters of flock of sparrows.
After watching the flock from a distance, Barnaby slowly edges closer
them. It is at this moment that the tiniest of the birds presents him
with a red berry, a sign of welcoming him into their flock, something
that Barnaby himself was unwilling to do for the canary. Even after
spending a lot time with his new-found family, Barnaby never forgets
the kind lady or the yellow bird. Every night, he leaves the flock in
search of the house he once called home, until one night, he finds
it—his cage still there with the door open, waiting for his return.
But before flying inside, Barnaby has to make amends.
Young readers with siblings of their own can empathize with
Barnaby in his struggles to share the attention of his owner. However,
like the wild flock that welcomed Barnaby into their mix, we all need
to realize that there is enough love to go around for everyone.
CCBC Library Coordinator Meghan Howe had her own Barnaby—a cockatiel named
Timmy—who was not too fond when Lucky the lovebird came to live with them. But he
eventually grew to love her.

The Big Bad Wolf in My House
written by Valérie Fontaine
illustrated by Nathalie Dion
translated by Shelley Tanaka
Groundwood Books, 2021
978-77306-501-4 (hc) $18.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 3

straw and the door as a barrier made of wood. Feeling increasingly
vulnerable, she finally builds a fort of bricks to put around her heart.
Desperate, mother and daughter ultimately seek safety in a shelter.
“The big bad wolf can huff and puff all he wants, but this house will
not fall down.”
Valérie Fontaine has written a compelling story about domestic
violence and its crushing effects on its victims. Always restrained and
direct, her text alludes to the physical abuse, which is never depicted.
A sense of powerlessness and dread permeates throughout this book
until the final pages when the mother and daughter escape to safety,
hope and self-worth.
Nathalie Dion’s understated artwork, consisting of hand-painted
gouache textures combined with painting using a digital pastel brush,
depicts a spartan home awash with shadows. Her illustrations portray
the wolf becoming increasingly empowered, gaining height and
ferocity, while his emotionally and physically manipulated victims
begin to shrink visibly, their faces downcast.
This is an important book that brings an uncomfortable and often
hidden issue to the fore. By knowing they are not alone, abused children may find the strength to build trust while seeking support and
compassion from their peers and caring adults.
This book was originally published in French in 2020 with the title
Le grand méchant loup dans ma maison and was translated into
English by Shelley Tanaka.
Senta Ross is a former elementary teacher and teacher-librarian in Kitchener, Ontario.

Dear Black Girls
written by Shanice Nicole
illustrated by Kezna Dalz
Metonymy Press, 2021
978-1-99905-883-8 (hc) $17.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 4
Picture Book | Poetry | Self-Esteem | Self-Respect |
Girls and Women

Dear Black Girls was FOLD Kids’ Book-of-the-Month pick for February
and in it, Shanice Nicole delivers a celebratory lyrical letter to Black
girls and asks them to love the things about themselves that society
has been hell-bent on demonizing: their hair, their skin, the big feelings they carry inside of themselves and so on.
Kezna Dalz’s art is colourful, it showcases a wide range of Black
girls—wearing a hijab or wearing a tube in their nose—and it features
everyday, mundane things that are staples in a Black home like shea
butter for braiding hair. To know that a book like this not only exists
but is also created by two Black Canadian women means that a
demographic often silenced and left behind is being seen and heard.
Ardo Omer is the Kids Coordinator at the Festival of Literary Diversity (FOLD).

The Dog’s Gardener
written by Patricia Storms
illustrated by Nathalie Dion
Groundwood Books, 2021
978-1-77306-256-3 (hc) $18.95
978-1-77306-257-0 (eBook) $16.95
for Preschool to Grade 2

Picture Book | Domestic Violence | Shelters | Hope |
Compassion

A woman begins a live-in relationship with a man whose countenance reminds her young daughter of the big bad wolf. Initially, he is
attentive to her mother but glares at the girl “with cold eyes and sharp
teeth.” Tensions rapidly escalate as he yells insults at the woman for
arriving home late, throws a plate of food on the floor, and even grabs
the girl, leaving fingermarks on her arm. “The wolf howled, too. Not
at the moon... He howled at my mother.” Referencing the fairy tale,
The Three Little Pigs, the girl tries to protect herself in her bedroom
by comparing the blanket jumbled around her head to a pile of
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are not given a name for the young woman in the story) is digging
holes and Dutch sniffs his approval while waiting for her to scratch
his ears. At midday, she sits on the stump for a break and Dutch naps
on her feet, while later on he runs gleefully through the hose as she
waters her newly planted flowers. As the light dims, she calls to
Dutch and the two of them return home together.
This whimsical story about a dog and his best friend is told with
sparse text and beautiful illustrations. The soft, gentle tones used
to illustrate the story add to the serene nature of this book and
make you want to join Dutch and the young woman in the garden.
Children will adore the playful scenes of Dutch rolling in the grass
and through the water spouting from the hose. As a gardener and a
lover of dogs, this is a tale I plan to share with many young readers.
I highly recommend it as a story to share with little ones as the day
is winding down or during a quiet moment when both reader and
listener can thoroughly enjoy this sweet tale about best friends.
Sandra O’Brien is the former Editor of Canadian Children’s Book News who is enjoying
spending more time with her dogs, Alfie and Audi, gardening and quilting.

The Doll
written by Nhung N. Tran-Davies
illustrated by Ravy Puth
Second Story Press, 2021
978-1-77260-165-7 (hc) $19.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 4
Picture Book | Memoir | Emigration and Immigration |
Kindness

Nhung Tran-Davies tells a story of kindness and compassion in
The Doll, a picture book inspired by events from her life. A young
girl and her family arrive at an airport surrounded by clouds of
uncertainty in a new country. They are refugees from Vietnam,
carrying all their possessions in a small bag. At the airport, they are
greeted by strangers, including a child who places a doll into the
hands of the young girl, making her feel welcome and at home.
Decades later, the little girl, now a grown woman, welcomes a
refugee child at the airport, placing the same doll into the hands of
another young girl. By echoing the language and imagery from the
book’s opening, the author brings this story full circle.
Ravy Puth’s thoughtfully crafted illustrations illuminate the
emotions of the characters. Through the use of warm-toned backgrounds, the fear and uncertainty clouding the newcomers is evident
but not scary. Large spreads depict the young girl glowing after
receiving the doll. When shared as a read-aloud, even the smallest
of children will understand the impact of a simple act of kindness.
Tran-Davies makes the story more impactful for older readers by
adding an Author’s Note in the back matter explaining her story and
sharing a photograph of the doll that was placed in her arms when
she arrived in Alberta, Canada.
This heartfelt, touching story is a delightful addition to library and
school collections.
Krista Jorgensen is a former public librarian currently residing in Calgary, Alberta.
She is homeschooling her two children.

Picture Book | Friendship | Dogs | Gardens | Gardening

As Dutch describes it, “it’s the bright time of year,” and he and his
best friend are going to spend the day out in the garden. Dutch loves
being outdoors as he loves to roll in the dewy grass and breathe in all
the wonderful scents he smells in the garden. Today the gardener (we
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Lala’s Words

Mr. Beagle Goes to Rabbittown

written and illustrated by Gracey Zhang
Orchard Books, 2021
978-1-338-64823-2 (hc) $25.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 3

written and illustrated by Lori Doody
Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2020
978-1-92791-731-2 (pb) $11.95
for Preschool to Grade 2

Fiction | Kindness | Power of Words | Gardening

Mr. Beagle and the Georgestown Mystery

Lala is a sweet, rambunctious little girl who
discovers a patch of greenery growing in a
neighbourhood lot. She lovingly tends to her concrete garden,
bringing pots of water everyday, “but it was her kind words that
made the plants sway and nod.” Lala sows seeds of kindness with
expressions of affection and encouragement: “You are stripey and
lovely… Grow strong and tall, my friends.”
Lala’s distracted mother sees only dirt and disorder and tersely
admonishes the child to “be still and quiet.” On the hottest day of the
summer, Lala is told she cannot go outside to check on her plants.
Distraught, the child softly whispers to her foliage friends throughout
the day. Her care and devotion lifts up the plants—and the entire
community—in unexpected, magical ways.
Lala’s infectious energy, and sunshine-hued dress, brightens the
urban streetscape and grey watercolour wash. As the girl zips across
the pages, little bursts of yellow emanate around her like a golden
aura. When Lala’s mother realizes what can grow from patience and
small acts of gentleness, she wraps her daughter in a warm embrace.
The solid yellow background highlights the touching scene and
accompanying text: “I love you, my amazing girl. Go out and play.”
Author-illustrator Gracey Zhang’s debut picture book eloquently
conveys the power that words have in cultivating and strengthening
relationships.
Linda Ludke is a librarian in London, Ontario

The Librarian’s Stories
written by Lucy Falcone
illustrated by Anna Wilson
POW! Kids Books, 2021
978-1-57687-945-0 (hc) $23.99
for Preschool to Grade 3
Fiction | War | Fear | Hope | Stories

In this inspiring picture book, a war-torn community discovers the
healing power of stories. An opening wordless spread begins with a
child’s birthday party and ends with the bombing of the local library,
emotively showing how suddenly life can be upended and devastated. Pages of destroyed books and letters of the alphabet fly scattershot across the sombre grey ink-and-watercolour illustrations.
The ravages of war are everywhere, as the child narrator and his
father walk past crumbling buildings that “look like ghosts” to join
long waiting lines for rationed water. Flowers can still grow amidst
the rubble, and the town’s librarian seeds this hope by sitting on a
bench in the middle of the square and reading aloud. Children listen
from stairwells and balcony windows, and the stories are a balm
for their minds and souls, sparking memories of “what life was like
before.” The librarian’s words linger in the air, swirl across the pages,
and connect with listeners. In time, the soldiers and tanks leave, and
the villagers come together to rebuild. Colour, movement and life
triumphantly return.
An indomitable spirit emanates from Lucy Falcone’s thoughtful,
affecting text. Her author’s endnote also serves as a potent reminder
of how books have the transformative ability to bring “light in the
darkest of times.”
Linda Ludke
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written and illustrated by Lori Doody
Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2021
978-1-92791-742-8 (pb) $11.95
for Preschool to Grade 2
Picture Books | Animals | Newcomers | Acceptance |
Mystery | Storybooks

In Lori Doody’s first Mr. Beagle book, Rabbittown
is inhabited by friendly, anthropomorphized
bunnies, until a newcomer named Mr. Beagle
arrives to open a corner store. Considering
beagles are traditional rabbit hunters, it’s no surprise that Mr. Beagle
has no customers. Yet when bunny mittens go missing, Mr. Beagle
uses his good sniffer to follow the trail to newcomer Tom Cat.
Disguised as a rabbit to fit in, Tom Cat confesses to “borrowing”
mittens for his three kittens. He’s soon forgiven, and he joins a
knitting circle and gets a job at Mr. Beagle’s store, which is now
hopping with many types of animal customers.
In Mr. Beagle and the Georgestown Mystery, our hero visits his
cousin Georgie in animal-diverse Georgestown. There, he uses his
keen senses to investigate a “cat burglar” who’s been stealing storybooks, leaving the residents sad around bedtime. Mr. Beagle suspects
every cat he sees, but his excellent nose tells him none are the culprit.
When he discovers the burglar is a book-loving fox named Georgia,
he’s embarrassed that he suspected the cats, while Georgia is
embarrassed that she didn’t ask to borrow the books. Georgia
returns all the books, and, together, they set up a town library
“where anybody could read a good book and make great friends.”
Doody’s Mr. Beagle books feature an appealing canine sleuth
solving child-friendly who-dun-its. Her colourful and vibrant
fictional towns reflect the city of St. John’s, where she lives. She
uses simple, witty text with plenty of puns to explore themes of
acceptance, understanding, and avoiding assumptions about others.
Her charming, folksy illustrations incorporate black outlines, clean
shapes, and bold hues, and observant young readers will find clues
about the culprits in her art. Characters make mistakes in these
books, but the spirit of forgiveness and community shine through.
These wholesome animal-themed detective stories invite young
readers into a world of inclusivity.
Karen Krossing’s latest is the upcoming picture book Sour Cakes (Owlkids, Fall 2021).

picture book. Following one family (and their dog) at a Pride parade,
kids will love the fun art and rhyming story as it takes them through
the parade letter by letter. From an adult perspective, I appreciate
how diverse the representation is and how gender is not specified for
any member of the central family (besides Grandma). For kids from
queer families, Pride Puppy! is a fun celebration of everything that
makes their lives special and unique. For other kids, it’s a colourful
introduction to Pride with so many people (and pets!) to see. A book
that showcases Pride from A to Z (or Awake to Zzzzzs), this celebration of community and family is, like Pride, vibrant, diverse and fun
for everyone.
Emma Hunter is the Marketing and Communications Coordinator for the Canadian
Children’s Book Centre and loves marching in Toronto Pride.

The Sun Is a Shine
written by Leslie A. Davidson
illustrated by Slavka Kolesar
Orca Book Publishers, April 2021
978-1-459-82626-7 (board book) $10.95
for Preschool to Kindergarten
Fiction | Poetry | Weather | Seasons | Gratitude | Cultural Diversity

The Sun Is a Shine is a board book, sturdy on the outside but delicate
on the inside. It is a collection of rhymes that express joy and gratitude about all kinds of weather from sunshine and wind and mist and
rain and snow and thunder and lightning to moonlight. Four lines
poetically describe the weather, for example:
The wind is a whisper
That teases the leaves
Dances the sea
And sets the kite free

dcbyoungreaders.com

Shukran, we call the big blue sky
And wish on the wind as it passes by.
Author Leslie A. Davidson includes words of thanks in nine different
languages: Ojibwe, French, Arabic, Oshiwambo, Saami, Spanish,
Bengali, Scottish Gaelic and Mandarin. There is a glossary at the back
that explains the words and their origins.
Slavka Kolesar’s soft-edged illustrations done with linoleum print
and digital colour depict children from all over the world observing
the weather, sometimes thrilling to it, sometimes frightened by it,
but always grateful for it. Aimed at the youngest readers in the board
book format, preschoolers and kindergarteners may also enjoy
The Sun Is a Shine as a way of seeing and enjoying weather in all
its variety.

written by Robin Stevenson
illustrated by Julie McLaughlin
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-45982-484-3 (hc) $19.95
for Preschool to Kindergarten

TRIP OF THE DEAD
by Angela Misri

Trip might be the clumsiest raccoon around, but he’s got
street smarts to help his animal friends through the zombie
apocalypse. Now he needs their help … because he hasn’t
seen another raccoon in ages. Where have they all gone?
The answer might be scarier than any zombie horde!

Picture Book | Alphabet | Family | LGBTQ2+ |
Pride | Pets | Community Celebration

“P for puppy, proudly parading!” This rhyming alphabet book tells
the story of one little family’s big day at their local Pride celebration.
Amidst all the hustle and bustle, their pup gets lost in the crowds of
people and flags. Will they reunite in time to save this special day?
The magic of Pride is perfectly captured in this bright and fun
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by Leslie Gentile

Truly knows that the father she has never met is Indigenous.
She knows he was a huge Elvis fan. And now, she knows where
he lives. Just wait until he finds out that Truly’s new
neighbour is the real Elvis Presley, alive and well!

Each poem ends with a rhyming couplet expressing gratitude:

Theo Heras is a Children’s Librarian and author whose latest book is The Haircut
(Pajama Press).

Pride Puppy!

ELVIS, ME, AND THE
LEMONADE STAND SUMMER

dcbyoungreaders.com
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Sunny Days
written by Deborah Kerbel
illustrated by Miki Sato
Pajama Press, 2021
978-1-77278-197-7 (hc with padded cover) $19.99
for Preschool to Kindergarten

typography animate the scrapbook-style pages, adding greatly to the
forthright proclamation that who we are matters.

in Anishnaabemowin and a translation in English. Recommended for
home, school and public libraries.

Senta Ross

Colette Poitras is a member of the Métis Nation of Alberta, holds a Master’s degree in
Library and Information Science and is the Manager of the Indigenous Public Outreach for
Public Library Services Branch, Alberta.

This is Ruby

Morning sun, golden skies
Softly waking sleepy eyes
So begins Sunny Days. A waking child rubs her eyes while the sun
streams in from her bedroom window.
The sun is the subject of Deborah Kerbel’s rhyming couplets:
morning sun, shining sun, spring sun, blazing sun, ocean sun, setting
sun, and more—all are gloriously depicted as little children go about
the day playing, exploring, experimenting and celebrating. Each page
turn contains a different child or children enjoying a different kind of
sun. All are connected by the one sun in all its variations. The seasons
and the connection with nature, as well as the children’s activities,
spill over the double-page spreads and will delight readers.
Collage illustration has a particularly childlike quality, and Miki
Sato’s illustrations are notably playful and joyful. Three-dimensionality and abundant use of fabric bring these colourful, child-centred
illustrations to life. Whether posing in a favourite summer dress,
staring intently at a cricket, making mud pies, reading a book, or
planting a seed, the children in the illustrations are in their moment
under the sun. But the day has to end. In the final illustration, brilliant
pink and orange radiate from the setting sun as a little one sits on a
parent’s lap and blows on a dandelion:
Setting sun, rosy sky
Blow today a kiss goodbye
Back matter offers five simple experiments that preschoolers and
kindergarteners can do by themselves. (But parents won’t want to
miss out on the fun!) Sunny Days is a cheerful book chockful of
sunshine and joy.
Theo Heras

Colette Poitras

written by Sara O’Leary
illustrated by Alea Marley
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-7352-6361-1 (hc) $21.99
for Preschool to Grade 2

Fiction | Stories in Rhyme | Sun | Outdoor Games | Seasons

Tough Like Mum

written and illustrated by Thao Lam
Owlkids Books, 2021
978-1-77147-432-0 (hc) $19.95
for Preschool to Grade 2
Picture Book | Identity | Diversity | Inclusion |
Mispronounced Names

When author-illustrator Thao Lam was a young girl, she endured
the awkwardness of hearing her unfamiliar name repeatedly mispronounced, even though it was only four letters long. She was called
Thou, Tail, Toe, and even Towel. Even more embarrassing was when
she was mocked with derogatory terms such as Tofu, China Girl, Thai
and Yellow. Had she been named Jennifer, life would have been a
good deal less complicated. It was only when her mother packed her
favourite lunch of Goi cuôn (Vietnamese spring rolls) that Thao felt a
surge of confidence and comfort with her identity. “My name is Thao.
It helps if you take out the h when you say it. But remember to put it
back when you spell it. Thao Hung Lam. Not that kind of Lamb!”
Inspired by events from her childhood, Lam has written a
humorous yet poignant story about how it feels to be conflicted by
one’s cultural background while having a sense of pride in one’s name
and identity. Cut-paper collages, childhood photos and a variety of
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written by Lana Button
illustrated by Carmen Mok
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-73526-598-1 (hc) $21.99
978-0-73526-599-8 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 2 to 5

Picture Book | Self-Confidence | Curiosity | Inventiveness |
Questions | Ideas

Get ready to be inspired by Ruby, a young girl who exudes ingenuity,
enthusiasm and wonder about the world around her. Always engaged,
Ruby likes to construct things, observe things grow, and figure out
how things work. Will she, one day, become an inventor, an astronaut,
an engineer or a doctor? She hasn’t decided yet, but she is having
a wonderful time exploring numerous possibilities via her vibrant
imagination. Although Ruby’s handmade time machine transports
her to the past and the future, her very favourite day is today.
“Ruby knows that there is no end of things to do, that she will always
find something new to make, and that she can be whatever she
wants to be.”
Author Sara O’Leary introduces young readers to a most delightful
and confident protagonist who would, in fact, be a kindred spirit to
a beloved character in her previous book, This is Sadie. Employing a
conversational style by interspersing the text with questions such as
“What kind of things are you curious about?” and “If you could travel
anywhere in time, where would you go?” readers can’t help but be
drawn in, feeling as if the story was written just for them.
Alea Marley’s captivating artwork, created “...after plenty of
daydreaming, gazing at old photographs and eventually opening
Photoshop,” not only fills the pages with bright colours and a
melange of activities but also features an endearing individual who
will be remembered long after the book has been read.
Senta Ross

Thao

(Cree) language, as well as the Cree teachings of how we are all
related–humans and animals. A short glossary is included at the end
of the book, with English and Cree words for each animal within.
This book is a joyous celebration of play and nature. Highly recommended for home, school and public libraries.

This is What I’ve Been Told/Mii Yi
Gaa-Bi-Wiindmaagooyaan
written and illustrated by Juliana Armstrong
Medicine Wheel Education, 2021
978-1-989122-69-3 (pb) $16.99
for Preschool to Grade 2
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written and illustrated by Lisa Boivin
HighWater Press, 2021
978-1-55379-987-0 (hc) $21.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 2
Picture Book | Family | Death | Grief | Dene |

Picture Book | Mother-Daughter Relationships |

Indigenous

Family Hardship | Vulnerability | Love

Usually Kim’s mum is up getting breakfast and making her lunch,
but today she’s still lying in bed. Kim goes to the kitchen and pours
herself a bowl of cereal without milk and makes her own lunch.
Mum hasn’t signed the field trip form or left her the money she needs.
Kim gets mad and heads out to school without her hat. At school,
Kim’s teacher says mum must sign the form, but she can check the
box that means “I can’t pay.” Kim’s mum never ticks that box. When
Kim gets home, she finds mum sitting at the table in the clothes she
wore to bed and decides to make soup. Without heating it, she pours
it into two bowls and tells mum she’ll feel better if she eats. After
dinner, Kim reads to mum until the light becomes too dim and mum
laughs at all the right parts. Mum eventually signs the form and ticks
the box indicating she can’t pay. The story ends with Kim and mum
snuggled up in bed telling each other silly stories and that’s how they
fall asleep.
Dealing with an extremely difficult topic, Lana Button’s tender tale
of a mother and daughter is told with compassion and grace. Faced
with financial struggles and mental health issues, the mum in the
story comes to the realization that she needs to ask for help, putting
herself and her daughter in a vulnerable position. It’s a heartbreaking
tale, but the love between mother and daughter softens their harsh
circumstances. Carmen Mok’s gouache artwork of gently muted
colours and soft lines perfectly complements the text. A highly
recommended title for school and home libraries to help children
develop empathy and kindness.

We All Play
written and illustrated by Julie Flett
Greystone Books, 2021
978-1-77164-607-9 (hc) $22.95
for Preschool to Grade 2
Picture Book | Animals | Nature | Cree | Indigenous

With alliterative prose, Julie Flett takes
children on a journey of nature, as she invites kids to “hide and hop”
and “rumble and roll” as our animal friends do. She reminds us that
like the animals, “we play too!—kimêtawânaw mîna!”
The full, double-page illustrations are warm and muted. They
demonstrate the connection and relationship that humans share
with the natural world. Just as animals “slip and slide,” “nîstananân
mîna–we do too!”; so do children when they play throughout the
changing seasons.
This story is a wonderful introduction to Cree. Not only a charming
and whimsical story, We All Play is also a celebration of nêhiyawêwin
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Grampa teaches his grandchild the importance of dreams; that there
is “medicine in our dreams.” Through dreaming of animals, we learn
how to face life’s challenges. He shares lessons from the bear, the
hawk, the caribou and the wolf. It is through these dreams and
teachings that we learn how to understand the world, to cope with
grief, and to live a good life.
Dene author and illustrator Lisa Boivin has written and illustrated
a brilliant and touching story about the relationship between a
child and a grandfather. Throughout the story, we learn about the
teachings of medicine dreams, the heartbreak of loss, and the power
of connection, kinship and healing through culture.
The illustrations are a bright and colourful collage, full of depth,
texture and pattern. The illustrations not only help serve to tell the
story, but also demonstrate the warmth and beauty in nature,
connection, and the medicine all around us.
Highly recommended for home and public libraries.
Colette Poitras

Alice Fleck’s Recipe for Disaster
written by Rachelle Delaney
Puffin Canada, 2021
978-0-7352-6927-9 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-6928-6 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 4 and up
Fiction | Culinary History | Friendship | Confidence | Change

Sandra O’Brien

Picture Book | Culture | Anishnaabemowin | Indigenous

Written and illustrated by Juliana Armstrong, This is What I’ve Been
Told/Mii Yi Gaa-Bi-Wiindmaagooyaan is a tribute to Ojibwe teachings, passed down through the generations, as well as a tribute to
Anishnaabemowin, the Anishinaabe language. The reader learns how
Gookmis (grandmother) and Mishoomis (grandfather) teach their
grandchild what they learned from their own grandparents. They
share lessons about culture, identity, language and living a good life.
The illustrations are bright, textural and colourful. The teachings
are openly displayed on each page, not only through the words, but
also through the floral designs (and in one case, through fire), which
demonstrate the connection of these teachings to the land. The
floral designs are notably absent when the story reflects that through
residential schools, the language and culture were taken away.
This is a wonderful way to introduce a child to the Anishnaabemowin
language as every other page has a heading with a word or phrase

We Dream Medicine Dreams

Alice Fleck and her father are culinary historians,
and she’s been helping him recreate meals from history for as long
as she can remember. When her father’s new girlfriend enters them
into a cooking competition at a Victorian festival, Alice finds herself
uncomfortably in the spotlight. Upon arriving at the festival, she
discovers that the friendly competition is now a new reality show
with a fierce judge, and it seems like someone is sabotaging the
competition. It’s up to Alice and her new friends to find the saboteur
and save the competition, all while facing some of the biggest
challenges of her life in and out of the kitchen.
Rachelle Delaney’s new middle-grade novel combines food and
mystery to create a story that readers will devour. Alice loves her
life with her single dad and loves helping him research and recreate
famous recipes from the past. What she doesn’t love is change, especially the kind that means sharing her dad with his new girlfriend, and
she really doesn’t love the idea of potentially exposing her unusual
hobby to her middle school peers.
When Alice learns that the quiet little history show is now a
cutthroat cooking competition, she reluctantly agrees to participate,
determined to prove that she has more skill than the skeptical judge
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gives her credit for. As the show progresses, Alice learns that stepping
out of her comfort zone isn’t as scary as she thought, and readers see
her transform from a shy kid into a more confident tween.
Highly recommended for middle-grade readers.
Rachel Seigel is the Fiction Production Manager (Juvenile to Adult) at the Library
Services Centre.

Anna, Analyst
written by Patti Edgar
Yellow Dog, 2021
978-1-77337-056-9 (pb) $14.95
for Grades 3 and up
Fiction | Friendship | Growing Up | Animals | Family |
Handwriting Analysis

It’s the summer between elementary school and
middle school, and Anna is wary of the future. She’s looking forward
to more freedom, like riding bikes alone to the mini-golf course with
her best friend, Lana. But she isn’t ready to start wearing makeup or
trendy clothes. Like her beloved tortoises, Nachos and Salsa, Anna
prefers “the comforts of a familiar shell.” Lana can’t wait to grow up;
this discord between best friends is the emotional core of the book.
On the last day of school, Anna finds an old book about handwriting analysis and is inspired to use graphology to understand her
world better. She has little initial success, accusing Lana of being
self-centred and manipulative, based on the slant and curves of her
handwriting, which does not go over well. As the summer progresses,
Anna deals with her parents’ attempts to re-home the tortoises and
a minor mystery involving a stray dog, applying her new graphology
skills to navigate each plot twist. This device is not overused, and
overall the novel is concise and funny.
Anna is an average kid—a flawed, funny, relatable character.
Patti Edgar excels at delving into Anna’s head, demonstrating how
unpredictable the world appears from her perspective. The novel
follows Anna as she learns how to deal with the complications of life,
making a lot of bad choices along the way. By the conclusion, Anna
has become more responsible for the care of her tortoises, learned
to accept that Lana will change, made new friends, and realized that
all people are complex, including herself. Pretty good work for one
summer.
Kris Rothstein is an editor, cultural critic and literary agent in Vancouver, BC.
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Bloom
(Bloom Trilogy, Book 1)

help us but who might have ulterior motives? Can we trust ourselves
to do the right thing in a tough situation?
In these books, Oppel has created a unique and fascinating world
of science fiction and a story that highlights the painful challenges
of growing up, making choices and discovering who we truly are. A
must-read!

written by Kenneth Oppel
HarperCollins Canada, 2020
978-1-44-345031-7 (hc) $21.99
978-1-44-345032-4 (pb) $12.99
978-1-44-345033-1 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 and up

written by Leslie Gentile
DCB, 2021
978-1-77086-615-7 (pb) $13.95
978-1-77086-616-4 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 4 to 6

unexpected new friends and send her on a quest that will challenge
everything she’s been taught about magic and reveal long-buried
family secrets.
In this thrilling new sophisticated fantasy adventure, author
E. Latimer imagines a world where witches are feared and witchcraft
is illegal. Emmaline has a secret. She can hear the rhythm of people’s
heartbeats—a talent she knows will reveal her as a witch, and that’s
the last thing she wants. Despite her efforts to hide it on testing day,
she’s revealed as a witch and banished.
Fear is the central theme of the novel, and using witches as a
metaphor for anyone perceived to be different, Latimer does an
excellent job of highlighting how misinformation can be used to stoke
fear and hatred. Latimer’s alternate version of historical London and
the hidden Witch City are well crafted, and the secondary characters,
along with Emmaline, are unique and interesting.
The combination of magic, adventure and secret cities makes for
a complex and highly exciting story that fantasy fans will devour.

Family | First Nations | Coast Salish | Elvis Presley | Love |

Rachel Seigel

Amanda Halfpenny is a librarian who is married to a librarian. She has two adorable
children whose first game was to “play library.” She is also the Events and Program
Coordinator for the CCBC.

Hatch
(Bloom Trilogy, Book 2)

Elvis, Me, and the Lemonade Stand Summer

written by Kenneth Oppel
HarperCollins Canada, 2020
978-1-44-345688-3 (hc) $21.99
978-1-44-345690-6 (pb) $13.50
978-1-44-345689-0 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 and up

Thrive
(Bloom Trilogy, Book 3)

Kinship

written by Kenneth Oppel
HarperCollins Canada, 2021
978-1-44-345691-3 (hc) $21.99
978-1-44-345692-0 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 and up
Fiction | Science Fiction | Trust | Nature | Special Abilities |
Invasions

Kenneth Oppel has done it again! From start to finish, the Bloom
trilogy provides readers with an exhilarating adventure with
nail-biting action scenes and unforgettable characters, further
cementing Oppel’s status as one of the top authors currently writing
for middle-grade and teen readers. In the first book, Bloom, readers
meet Seth, Anaya and Petra, three teens who discover that they are
immune to the effects of mysterious and deadly new plants that
quickly wreak havoc after a rainfall delivers their seeds worldwide.
The teens are eager to help overcome the devastating impact of
these invasive plants but must also grapple with their own surprising
physical changes.
Danger and mistrust of those in authority follow our trio of
protagonists into Hatch when a rainfall delivery of eggs arrives on
earth, adding vicious creatures to the mix of already deadly consequences from the plants. Seth, Anaya and Petra band together as
they are separated from their families and meet other teens who
share their unique qualities. When Anaya receives a message that
could hold the answer to the invasion of the plants and the creatures
and why the teens are so unique, they realize that their lives and
the lives of those they love are in far greater danger than they could
have imagined.
Book Three, Thrive, brings an onslaught of new characters who
leave Seth, Anaya and Petra questioning their alliances. Although
they are physically separated for much of this book, each member of
the trio pushes their abilities to new levels and must make important
sacrifices along the way as they fight to prevent the deadliest
invasion yet.
Like in all the best science fiction stories, the believability of this
narrative stems from the strongly developed characters with whom
readers connect and identify immediately. The alternating perspectives of the three protagonists allow the reader to delve further into
how each teen deals in their own way with the challenges they face.
One of the central themes throughout the trilogy with which young
readers will especially identify is trust. Can we trust our friends? Can
we trust authority figures? Can we trust those who say they want to
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Eleven-year-old Truly Bateman lives with her mother Clarice at the
Eagle Shores Trailer Park on Vancouver Island. To her self-involved
mother, Truly is both an after-thought and a scapegoat—a place to lay
the blame for Clarice’s less than satisfactory life. While Clarice is off
working at the tavern or with a new boyfriend, Truly finds a safe place
with Andy El, the elderly Coast Salish lady who runs the trailer park. It
is the summer of 1978, and Andy El has encouraged Truly to set up a
lemonade stand, an activity that sets the foundation for Truly’s secret
plan. It is also a good vantage point for Truly’s investigations into the
trailer park’s newest resident—a man named Aaron Kingsley whom
Truly suspects is actually Elvis Presley alive and well!
Leslie Gentile (who is of both Indigenous and European heritage)
has written a story that manages to strike a delicate balance. She has
given us a typical lazy 1970s summer, but readers are in no danger
of falling asleep. The tension and pathos generated from Truly’s relationship with her negligent mother are enough to keep the reader’s
heartbeat ticking upward. Likewise is the casual racism and discrimination directed towards the Coast Salish people. And while this is a
story grounded firmly in reality, there is a kind of magic here, too:
there is hope, and Aaron Kingsley (possibly Elvis) symbolizes
that hope.
In the end, Gentile has offered up a profound meditation on the
meaning of ‘family’ and the ways in which kinship, love and responsibility can extend far beyond the boundaries of biology.
Ildiko Sumegi is a reviewer from Ottawa who blogs about inspirational children’s books at
beyondtheglassmountains.com.

Escape to Witch City
written by E. Latimer
Tundra Books, 2021
978-1-1019-1931-6 (hc) $21.99
978-1-1019-1932-3 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 5 and up

Firefly
written by Philippa Dowding
DCB, 2021
978-1-77086-598-3 (pb) $13.95
978-1-77086-599-0 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 6 to 10
Fiction | Trauma | Mental Health | Mothers | Homelessness |
Toronto

Firefly Warren is traumatized. For the past seven years, living
with Joanne-the-mother has meant fending for herself when the
electricity was cut off, the fridge was empty and Joanne’s behaviour
was increasingly volatile. In desperation, Firefly begins sleeping in
the park across the street from her home where homeless Moss Cart
teaches her the ropes of looking out for herself. When police are
notified and social services take Firefly to live with her Aunt Gayle
above her costume store, Firefly begins to deal with her trauma and
to understand what it means to be “normal” again.
As a protagonist, Firefly is a wonderful role model. In spite of her
anxiety and dissociation, she has a strong sense of who she is and
isn’t afraid to express herself, regardless of what her peers might
think. During the first week at her new school, she wears costumes
ranging from an 1800s saloon girl to a medieval warrior simply
because they make her happy. Her unassailable sense of morals
allows her to strongly empathize with those who are down and out,
such as Moss Cart, as well as a boy being bullied by his stepbrother.
In Firefly, Philippa Dowding presents serious topics such as
homelessness and mental health in a way that fosters the readers’
compassion for the dramatis personae, thus allowing them to
develop sympathy for characters that are often vilified. The novel
would be useful as a natural segue to the mental health literacy
component of the curriculum for senior elementary students.
Robin Ahamedi is a library technician living in Ajax, Ontario.

Fiction | Fear | Adventure | Acceptance | Magic |
Friendship | Witches

In a world where witchcraft is illegal, and all children turning 13 are
tested to make sure that they have no witch blood, Emmaline is
desperate to hide her special ability, but the more she researches, the
more she comes to believe that her anti-witch mother and aunt are
hiding the truth about their sister Aunt Lenore who disappeared years
ago. The day of the test arrives, and Emma’s results pair her up with
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Long Distance
written and illustrated by Whitney Gardner
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2021
978-1-5344-5565-8 (pb) $19.99
978-1-5344-5567-2 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 and up
Graphic Novel | Friendship | Summer Camp |
Making Friends | Solving Mysteries

Long Distance, written and illustrated by West Coast cartoonist
Whitney Gardner, begins with a melancholy video chat between
Vega and her best friend Halley. Having recently moved from her
hometown of Portland, Oregon to Seattle, Washington, Vega is
convinced she’ll never meet another friend like the one she left
behind. She becomes even more certain of this when her concerned
dads send her to Camp Very Best Friend, a forest hideaway designed
for introverts to meet other introverts.
With colourful illustrations and a cast of quirky campers, Gardner
quickly draws readers into this rompy summer camp tale with an
extra-terrestrial twist. Ideal for middle-grade readers who enjoy the
unexpected, Long Distance takes an unlikely turn when Vega and
her new peers feel like they’re being watched. “I haven’t seen any
birds here,” muses one camper, who also notices that all creatures,
including squirrels and deer, are missing from Camp Very Best Friend.
As camp life gets stranger and stranger, the new friends realize
they have a mystery to solve without being spotted by watchful
wide-eyed counsellors.
For science lovers, Long Distance includes a number of informational boxes, used sparingly, to give readers context to some of
the scientific terms they’ll find scattered throughout the text. For
example, one box explores a sextant—a device used for celestial
navigation—that is included in the book’s plot. The book also offers
young readers the opportunity to make connections, especially when
considering instances when they’ve been asked to go outside their
comfort zones or spend time away from home.
Wrapped up neatly, Long Distance is full of feel-good affirmations.
Among them, “Friendship is a renewable resource. You can’t run out.”
and “Long-distance friends are real friends. You just have to make the
effort.” A delightful and charming read, it may be especially interesting
to readers who have recently moved or experienced the relocation
of a beloved friend.
Jessica Rose is a writer, reviewer and editor in Hamilton, Ontario.

Thanks A Lot, Universe
written by Chad Lucas
Amulet Books, 2021
978-1-4197-5102-8 (hc) $21.99
for Grades 7 and up
Fiction | LGBTQ2+ | Friendship | Family | Mental Health |

Chad Lucas tells an engaging, fast-paced story through the
perspectives of Brian and Ezra. This is an excellent coming-of-age
account of two young teenage males grappling with their identities.
The novel explores issues of family, friendship, and—most significantly—acceptance. The characters are well developed, realistic,
and likeable, providing readers with a book that evokes empathy.
Issues like mental health, bullying, and homosexuality are
sensitively explored with healthy, positive messaging. Despite their
different lifestyles, Brian and Ezra both grow more confident in
themselves and take the initiative to stand up for who they are and
what they believe in. The result is a relatable, culturally relevant story
that will offer young readers a reflection of themselves or a window
into others’ lived experiences. With supportive friends, teachers,
and family, these characters learn the value of self and community—excellent themes when exploring social justice issues in the
classroom.
Mellissa Connolly is a Literacy Consultant at Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District
School Board (BHNCDSB).

The Sun Will Come Out
written by Joanne Levy
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-45982-587-1 (pb) $10.95
978-1-45981-248-2 (eBook) $8.99
for Grades 4 and up
Fiction | Friendship | Camp | Shyness | Illness |
Facing Fears | Bullying

Beatrice Gelman is having a hard time finding a silver lining. First,
her best friend Frankie backs out of going with her to Camp Shalom.
Then, the stress of being surrounded by strangers causes Bea to
break out in hives! Now she’s being tormented by mean girls, and to
top it off, she’s betrayed by someone she believed was a new friend.
Bea has had enough. She decides to spend the rest of the summer
hiding in the infirmary. No more boys, mean girls, fake friends or
stress. Except, at the infirmary, Bea meets Harry, a boy with problems
way worse than her own. Inspired by Harry’s courage and positivity,
painfully shy Bea decides to face her fears—in a big way.
Joanne Levy’s work is sweet and inspiring. She mixes common
and uncommon childhood challenges—from boy trouble to severe
illness—to show there is always a silver lining to any situation.
This middle-grade story shows how fear can’t keep someone from
doing whatever they put their mind to. Through this realistic depiction of a shy girl’s first summer away from home, this novel teaches
its reader that being different doesn’t make you an outcast and that
there is always a silver lining. Anyone who knows the stress of social
situations, feels the urge to run from stressful situations or knows
how it feels to be held back by fear will relate to the main character
in this story. Written for middle-grade students, this book serves as a
reminder that to every bad situation, there is a silver lining.

Bullying | Halifax

Brian is deemed “a ghost” because his social
anxiety makes it difficult for him to have friends. Then, on his thirteenth birthday, events unfold, resulting in Brian and his brother being
placed into foster care. Brian wants nothing more than to be back
with his family. Ezra, a member of Brian’s basketball team, is coming
to terms with his sexuality and fears losing his childhood friends as a
result. More worries arise when Ezra discovers Brian and his brother
have run away from their foster home and are missing. As Ezra works
to befriend Brian, he realizes his feelings for Brian may be more than
friendship.
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Sara Rigotti is a student at St. Stephen Secondary School in Bowmanville, Ontario, and
a board member of the Writers’ Community of Durham Region.
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Up the Creek
written by Natalie Hyde
Scholastic Canada, 2021
978-1-44317-574-6 (pb) $9.99
978-1-44317-575-3 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 4 to 6
Fiction | Family | Foster Care | Yukon | Gold Mining |

acter is written, the portrayal of an older queer couple and how many
characters are left without labels.
Bruised is an exploration of coping with grief in all of its ugliness.
At its heart, it’s a story about different kinds of strength and how
vulnerability and human connection are ultimately what heals us.
Emma Hunter is the Marketing and Communications Coordinator for the CCBC and her
dream roller derby names are Emily Deck’erson or Ruth Beater Ginsberg.

Friendship

Ever since Chris Dearing’s mother left, his father has had trouble
taking care of him. Chris’s dad spends too much time at the bar, and
now that he has landed himself in jail on theft-related charges, Chris
has been placed into foster care with a kind couple outside Dawson
City in the Yukon. Chris plans to use the summer to resurrect his
grandfather’s old abandoned gold claim. There’s a ramshackle cabin
there where he and his father could live, and potential income if they
can figure out where the fabled gold is buried. However, when
Chris’s father does show up, Chris struggles to maintain hope that
his dad can turn himself around in order to regain custody.
Natalie Hyde presents readers with a touching tale of one tenacious little boy. Some readers will identify with Chris’s urge to play
the adult in order to take care of his father, as well as his constant
nagging feeling that a good thing just won’t last. Hyde tempers the
strain of Chris’s predicament with humour and a host of well-intentioned characters who have one eye out for Chris. The story plays
out against the mystery of where Chris’s grandfather’s gold might be,
further complicated by some shady characters bent on swindling his
father out of his gold claim. The pursuit of the family’s gold provides
a fitting metaphor for Chris’s own quest to reunite with his father.
This is a story of family and friendship but, above all, resilience in the
face of an uncertain future.
Ildiko Sumegi

Bruised
written by Tanya Boteju
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2021
978-1-5344-5502-3 (hc) $24.99
978-1-5344-5504-7 (eBook) $13.99
For Grades 8 and up
Fiction | LGBTQ2+ | Roller Derby | Loss | Sports | Self-Harm |
Grief | Self-Reliance | Relationships

After the death of her parents in a car crash, 18-year-old Daya has
found comfort in pain. To her, there is nothing as satisfying a bruise.
When her friend Fee introduces her to the world of roller derby, it
feels like the perfect fit for someone who not only doesn’t fear pain,
but embraces it. But roller derby isn’t just about being tough: it’s also
about teamwork, something that doesn’t come naturally to Daya.
Not to mention her unfamiliar feelings for her new team’s manager,
Shanti, and her desire to prove herself to Shanti’s older sister Kat.
While Daya was initially drawn to derby as a way to escape and forget
her past, instead it might just teach her that there are different ways
to be strong.
Although the world of roller derby might be the thing that draws
you into Bruised, the complex characters and their relationships are
what make it a great book. While being a book primarily about trauma
and grief, there are also fun and even magical moments as Daya
explores a new sport, makes new friends across generations and
even falls for someone. In terms of representation, the majority of the
characters are BIPOC and many are queer. There are also a number
of small things I enjoyed about the diversity of the characters: how
one communicates with sign language, how the non-binary char-
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Don’t Breathe a Word
written by Jordyn Taylor
HarperTeen, 2021
978-0-06-303888-2 (hc) $21.99
978-0-06-303890-5 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 9 and up
Fiction | Historical | Mystery | Individuality| Friendships

Grade 11 student Eva Storm finds herself suddenly
thrust into the prestigious Hardwick Academy, a private school in
central New York where a majority of students start in fifth grade.
Eva is quickly singled out as a potential recruit for an exclusive, secret
society at the school known as The Fives, diving into an intense
initiation process that leaves no room for errors. Eva soon learns that
while being one of the chosen few can set students up for a life of
success, it comes with dark secrets.
In 1962 at the height of Cold War fear, Hardwick student Connie
Abbott and five others volunteer to participate in a radical experiment
proposed by their sociology teacher—to be locked in the school’s
fallout shelter for four days to experience what life might look like in
the immediate aftermath of nuclear war. While separated by decades,
the stories of both young women come together to reveal the dark
history of The Fives and the distances people will go to for what they
believe in.
Don’t Breathe a Word uses themes of nepotism and privilege, given
to a select few who meet the standards set by a school administrator,
throughout the novel. Starting in Grade 9, students are cherry-picked
to be initiated into The Fives, and if they pass their initiations and
follow the rules given to them, they find themselves on a nearly
guaranteed path to success, including prestigious internships and
acceptance to a university of their choice. Main character Eva is
quickly recruited by The Fives and, at first, the group offers her everything she believes she wants, but she quickly realizes that she is not
willing to conform to the rules and go against her personal beliefs.
The themes of Don’t Breathe a Word are very relevant to news
stories today, including the dangers of not thinking for yourself and
college admissions scandals. The idea of a secret society in a prestigious boarding school gives the reader an air of mystery and danger,
while remaining believable. Eva Storm is portrayed as an average student who is an excellent cross-country runner, navigating the social
order of her new school. Relationships between students are realistic,
with the importance of friendships and individuality at the heart of
the novel. Discussions about the novel can include the importance
of being able to think for yourself in the age of media saturation
and “fake news,” and real world examples of privilege being used to
unfairly benefit individuals.
Don’t Breathe a Word will be of interest to teens who are looking
for a relatable heroine, with just a touch of romance blossoming from
friendship, with themes of remaining true to yourself, and asking
questions when something seems wrong.
Meagan Richards started her library career in public libraries and quickly developed a
soft spot for junior and YA literature through collection development and programming.
She continues to read YA titles regularly in her spare time.
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The Last Time I Saw Her

Misfit in Love

written by Alexandra Harrington
Nimbus Publishing, 2021
978-1-77108-936-4 (pb) $16.95
for Grades 10 and up

written by S.K. Ali
Salaam Reads, 2021
978-1-5344-4275-7 (hc) $24.99
for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Family | Friendship | Secrets | Threats | Drugs |

Fiction | Islam | Family | Racism | Romance |

Physical Abuse

Multi-Cultural Themes

After a year at boarding school, Charlotte Romer
has returned to her hometown of River John in Nova Scotia. She
hopes that her visit to her best friend Sophie’s house will help resolve
the gap created after a tragic accident. Sophie and Charlotte’s relationship has been complicated since the accident, and some real
wounds exist. As the girls try to rebuild their friendship, Charlotte
uncovers more about the accident and the motivation behind her
brother Sean’s decision to send her away.
The Last Time I Saw Her is fast-paced and well suited to a teenage
reader who could join Charlotte’s pursuit for truth and reconciliation.
Throughout her debut novel, Alexandra Harrington examines the
complexities of friendship and captures the emotional connections of
her characters. The tragic accident that divided the girls emotionally
and physically provides an emotional story arc with several twists and
turns. The reader can understand the challenges of pursuing truth
and what it may cost Charlotte. This is an excellent book for teens
who want to see that there are always more sides to a person and the
value of patience, listening and trusting themselves.
Christine O’Sullivan is a secondary school teacher-librarian in Brantford, Ontario.

Made in Korea
written by Sarah Suk
Simon & Schuster Books for Young Readers, 2021
978-1-5344-7437-6 (hc) $24.99
for Grades 7 and up
Fiction | Family | Friendship | Culture

For senior Valerie Kwon, nothing is more important
than V&C K-Beauty, the business she runs with her
cousin Charlie. Valerie needs the money to take her halmeoni (grandmother) to Paris, and each sale gets her closer. All is going smoothly
until new student Wes Jung enters the scene, starting a rival business
selling K-pop branded beauty products that he’s snagged from his
mom’s office to pay the fees for the music school he hopes to attend
next year. As their competition heats up, so does the spark between
them, leading them to wonder—is coming out on top worth the cost?
In her new YA romantic comedy, author Sara Suk draws on her
own experiences to create a fun and insightful novel about culture,
family and fitting in. This story will appeal to a variety of readers who
will identify with Valerie and Wes’s struggles to find their place in the
world and within their families. Valerie and Wes both struggle with
the weight of parental expectations and their desire to pursue their
dreams. These goals lead both characters to enter into a cut-throat
competition with each other that both will initially go to any length to
win, even at the cost of their own happiness.
Both characters learn invaluable lessons about standing up for
what they want, ethics, and the meaning of family and Suk does an
excellent job of weaving her Korean culture into the story. While the
romance is predictable, readers will still be rooting for the characters
to find their happy endings.
Overall this is a fun, fast-paced read that is suitable for tweens and
younger teens looking for a tame but substantive romance.
Rachel Seigel
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Helping with the arrangements for her brother’s
wedding, Janna can’t wait for the festivities to begin. Genuinely
thrilled for Muhammad and Sarah, she has also decided to let
Muhammad’s friend Nuah know that she returns his feelings for her
and is ready to make a commitment to him. But when Nuah arrives,
things feel strange and different between them. Things become even
more uncomfortable for Janna when she begins to suspect that
something might be going on between her mother and a friend from
her college days. When she discovers that her father disapproves of
Nuah because he is Black, Janna struggles to control her anger and
disbelief. But as all the plans and preparations for Muhammad’s special day come together, Janna draws strength and comfort from her
family and friends, opens her heart to new possibilities and begins to
see herself and her family with fresh eyes.
S.K. Ali’s latest offering lives up to its promise as a lighthearted
summer romance while also providing opportunities for thoughtful
refection. The author adeptly captures the drama and energy and
chaos of the wedding preparations while just as skillfully highlighting
the love that is at the heart of it all: the love between Muhammad
and Sarah, as well as the sometimes messy and complicated, but
nonetheless profound love between Muhammad and Janna and
their family. Ali creates vivid and believable characters and complex,
nuanced relationships. Janna’s heartbreak, her disappointment in her
father and her fear of change if her mother remarries are realistically
depicted, and her personal growth as she wrestles with these issues
is authentic and satisfying. Non-Muslim readers will delight in the
descriptions of the traditional celebrations, while the book also invites
readers to consider the impact of all forms of racism and prejudice.
Lisa Doucet is Co-Manager of Woozles in Halifax.

Sisters of the Snake
written by Sarena Nanua and Sasha Nanua
HarperTeen, 2021
978-0-06-298559-0 (hc) $21.99
978-0-06-298561-3 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 8 and up
Fiction | Fantasy | Magic | Siblings | Royalty

Separated at birth, sisters Rani and Ria live as
complete opposites. One a princess whose entire life has been
mapped out in front of her, the other a street urchin stealing to
survive and desperate to escape the world she’s living in. When
an opportunity presents itself to get the freedom they desire, they
decide to attempt ultimate deceit and switch places. Yet hidden in
the shadows, a dark puppet master is crafting a plot of their own,
one that could bring ruin to the princess’ home. Now, thief and royal
must put aside their objectives and work together if they’re to have
any hope of saving the people they love.
Sarena and Sasha Nanua’s work is ensnaring and immersive,
and they have created a complex world filled with magic, myth and
deception. Alternating between the perspectives of the twin main
characters, the reader sees how the world can shape a person’s
views and how a change in perspective can break down false
preconceptions.
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This book drew me in and held me tight in its clutches as I was
immersed in the magic and solidarity written into each page. This is
a story about family—both chosen and made—personal identity and
the strength of sisterhood. It shows that the truth will always stand
up to lies, that a mistake in the past doesn’t define a person’s entire
self, and that putting aside differences and coming together can help
people overcome adversity. Anyone searching for an escape or trying
to uncover truth underneath a world of lies or who knows what it
feels like to want to protect the people they love can find solace in
the pages of this book. Written for young adults, this book is a perfect
example of how the strongest of bonds refuse to be denied and can
survive any hardship thrown its way.
Sara Rigotti

Tell Me When You Feel Something
written by Vicki Grant
Penguin Teen, 2021
978-0-7352-7009-1 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-7010-7 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 9 and up
Fiction | Mystery & Suspense | Teens | Mental Health |
Friendship | Alcohol | Sexual Assault | Medical Thriller |
Relationships

Three days after a summer party, Davida Williamson finds herself in
a police station trying to parse out the events that led to her friend
Vivienne ending up in a coma. Hooking the reader immediately with
cynical humour and hints of foreboding, they are taken backwards
and forwards through time as they try to figure out what events led to
Viv ending up in a coma.
Vivienne, Davida and Tim have been friends for 35 days. The
moment their paths crossed, their lives were irrevocably changed.
The three met while working as simulated patients (SPs) at a local
medical school in their last year of high school. The prestigious program has a dark side, lending itself perfectly to a thrilling mystery that
takes most of the novel to unfurl, leaving the reader with a building
sense of urgency that comes to an unexpected head.
Vicki Grant’s seventeenth novel finds meaningful ways to emphasize the challenge that teens on the cusp of leaving high school often
face as they try to figure out what defines their identities. All of this
in the face of family dynamics and life choices they may have never
dealt with before. The difficult situations that Grant’s characters find
themselves in include alcohol dependency and uncomfortable
relationships that are difficult to navigate.
Upon recommending this book, it is important to emphasize a
content warning that a sexual assault takes place in this novel.
Ashley Pamenter

Tremendous Things
written by Susin Nielsen
Penguin Teen, 2021
978-0-7352-7120-3 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-7121-0 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 7 and up
Fiction | Friendship | Intergenerational Friendship | Bullying |
Coming of Age | First Love | Self-Esteem

As he makes his way through the daily rigours of high school,
14-year-old Wilbur has but one modest goal: survival. Three years
have passed since he and his moms moved to Toronto, and on his
very first day at his new school a horrifically embarrassing incident
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occurred that has haunted him ever since, becoming a “Defining
Moment” of his young life and setting the tone for the rest of his
school days. Now resigned to his fate as a social outcast, Wilbur finds
solace in writing and spending time with his ugly but adoring dog.
But when he meets Charlie, a beautiful foreign exchange student, he
falls hard for her and dares to hope that maybe she will see past his
awkwardness. Things don’t work out well, but his friends convince
him that with some help from them, he may be able to impress her
when they go to Paris for the other half of the exchange. Wilbur’s
week in Paris gives him the chance to prove many things to himself,
as well as to Charlie.
With plenty of humour and lightheartedness, Susin Nielsen gives
her numerous fans a highly entertaining read that is also touching
and tender. Wilbur’s “Defining Moment” and its lasting impact offers
readers much to think about in terms of the events and incidents that
shape not only how others see us, but also our own sense of self.
For the most part, the characters are well-drawn, quirky and likeable,
and the significant relationships in Wilbur’s life are heartwarming and
believable, especially his intergenerational friendship with his elderly
neighbour Sal. The intervention that his friends stage to help Wilbur
gain the confidence he needs to win Charlie’s affection is amusing
and thought-provoking. It provides Wilbur with the opportunity to see
some of the ways in which he can work to change things for himself.
True to form, Nielsen’s latest offering is a funny yet earnest depiction
of contemporary teen life.
Lisa Doucet

When You Get the Chance
written by Tom Ryan and Robin Stevenson
Running Press Kids, 2021
978-0-76249-500-9 (hc) $22.99
978-0-76249-501-6 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 7 and up
Fiction | LGBTQ2+ | Family | Relationships | Community

Cousins Mark and Talia have little in common
other than their childhood memories together and the fact that
they’re both queer. Living on opposite sides of the country, they
haven’t seen each other in years. After the death of their grandfather,
they find themselves cleaning out the family cottage in Muskoka
with Mark’s little sister Paige in tow. But it’s the end of June and that
means Toronto Pride is coming, and they’re only a few hours drive
away. Not to mention there’s a Mustang sitting in the garage. While
Mark sees Pride as the chance of a lifetime, Talia wants to see her ex
who’s working in the Village. But getting to Toronto is an adventure
in itself.
This fun summer read is told by two award-winning Canadian YA
writers in alternating chapters. After a year where the real Toronto
Pride was cancelled, this book captured the spirit of the weekend
and what makes Pride special, especially when you experience it for
the first time as the characters do. Many queer issues and even bits
of queer history fit within the pages of this book, making it a great
LGBTQ2+ primer for pre-teen and teen readers. You’ll also find more
LGBTQ2+ characters than heterosexual, which is a rare treat. With
characters that grow a great deal in the days the story takes place
and family dynamics that feel real, When You Get the Chance is both
spectacularly queer and Canadian.
Just like the parade at the centre of this story, this book is a celebration of being queer. And even with things getting better and better
for queer folks, it’s still great to read a book that shows young readers
how joyful it can be to be queer.
Emma Hunter
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Zara Hossain is Here
written by Sabina Khan
Scholastic Inc., 2021
978-1-338-58087-7 (hc) $24.99
for Grades 9 and up
Fiction | Family | Racism | Islamophobia |
Immigrant Experience | LGBTQ2+

Seventeen-year-old Zara Hossain is a great
student, a member of her school’s Social Justice Club and her family
is expecting to get their green card any time now after waiting for
eight years. Zara is also the only Muslim student at her conservative
Catholic school in Corpus Christi, Texas, where she deals with racist
and Islamophobic comments from classmates like Tyler Benson.
However, Tyler takes it too far and now everything Zara holds dear
is at risk.
Zara Hossain is Here is a great book for teens to understand how
racism and Islamophobia can impact the people who experience it.
It also sheds light on the brokenness of the immigration system, and
even though this book looks at the American system, it does allow for
further discussions into how the Canadian system compares. There’s
also a conversation around the intersection of identities since Zara
is both a racialized teen and bisexual, and how she navigates spaces
even if those spaces are filled with supportive people.
What Sabina Khan does well is lay out these important issues
while also creating supporting characters who provide an excellent
example of what it means to care for those you love. It’s the care
that Khan builds around her protagonist that allows her to traverse a
complicated, difficult and painful subject matter.
Ardo Omer

POWERFUL VOICES
UNFORGETTABLE STORIES

NEW GRAPHIC NOVELS

Amazing Black Atlantic Canadians:
Inspiring Stories of Courage and
Achievement
written by Lindsay Ruck
illustrated by James Bentley
Nimbus Publishing 2021
978-1-77108-917-3 (pb) $19.95
for Grades 3 and up
Non-fiction | Black Canadians | Atlantic Provinces | Biography

The second title in the Amazing Atlantic Canadian series features
biographies of 50 Black Canadians who contributed to the history
of the Atlantic provinces and Canada. Reaching back as far as the
1600s to the present day, they are grouped in categories covering
Early Black Atlantic Canadians, Athletes, Artists, Movers and Shakers,
Military Heroes and a Few Firsts revealing barriers broken. The fascinating history of early Black communities such as Africville, Jamaican
Maroons, Black Loyalists and the Bog are included.
Lindsay Ruck’s enthusiasm for her subject shines through as we
read of one inspiring personality after another. Well-known individuals like soprano Measha Brueggergosman, activist Viola Desmond
or Poet Laureate George Elliott Clarke appear. Most subjects are
more obscure despite their considerable achievements in the face of
enormous obstacles. These include Rose Fortune, who lived during
the 1800s, considered Canada’s first female police officer; Jeremiah
Jones who received a posthumous Distinguished Combat Medal for
bravery at Vimy Ridge; and Eldridge (Gus) Eatman who in 1905 was
the fastest man in the world. Also included is the touching story of
the WWI Number 2 Black Battalion, comprised of Black men refused
military enlistment to other units.
The eye-catching varied layout is replete with portraits, illustrations, bright coloured borders and fascinating facts in sidebars.
Practical additions include a list of important dates, a glossary, index
and further resource list.
This title reveals a fascinating and a little-known part of Canadian
history, bound to spark thought and discussion. Rich in content, the
book leaves the reader wanting more.
Aileen Wortley is a retired Children’s Librarian from Toronto.

How to Become an Accidental Activist
written by Elizabeth MacLeod and Frieda Wishinsky
illustrated by Jenn Playford
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-45982-611-3 (hc) $24.95
for Grades 4 and up
Non-fiction | Activism | Biography | Diversity |
Advocacy | Personal Growth

www.portageandmainpress.com
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Second in a series, this title features 100 brief biographical depictions
of individuals whose passion for a cause beyond themselves has created positive change. Their achievements are grouped into 10 broad
categories based on factors necessary for successful activism such
as Find Your Passion, Learn All You Can, Stay Focused, and Network. Those portrayed represent past and present, young and old,
in various countries, including Canada and the US. Areas of change
encompass politics, the environment, women’s and minority rights,
child welfare, mental health, bullying, etc.
Renowned figures such as Jane Goodall, Ai Weiwei or Greta
Thunberg appear alongside many lesser-known but equally passionate individuals such as 13-year-old Jonah Larson, who crochets
to support an Ethiopian orphanage; or Pushpa Basnet, from Nepal,
who creates safe havens for children of women prisoners; or Juerge
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Schau who rescues lost pufflings in Newfoundland. The book also
includes those involved in groups such as Black Lives Matter and
Feed the Frontlines.
The readable, chatty style and the humanity of the people and
projects depicted make this a thoughtful and encouraging read for
young people. With an eye-catching layout, the book contains many
photographs arranged both in collages and individually. The text is
varied by the use of side-boxes providing related snippets and facts.
Valuable appendices include a glossary, a resource list, index and
inspirational words to encourage would-be activists.
Of general interest, How to Become an Accidental Activist also
covers several curriculum-related topics for classroom discussion.
Activists presented, many of whom are young, will provide readers
with thoughtful examples to encourage their own efforts in effecting
change.
Aileen Wortley

How to Promenade with a Python
(And Not Get Eaten)
(A Polite Predators Book, Book 1)
written by Rachel Poliquin
illustrated by Kathryn Durst
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-7352-6658-2 (hc) $16.99
978-0-7352-6659-9 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 2 to 5
Non-fiction Picture Book | Pythons | Survival | Humour

The Polite Predator series teaches early to middle-grade readers
about predatory animals through the conceit of having to survive a
social engagement with one. In the first book, Frank the Python has
requested a moonlight promenade with the reader. Predator knowledge and dubious guidance come from Celeste the Cockroach, narrator of the series, who justifies her expertise on matters of survival by
being a member of a species that has persisted for 300 million years.
Celeste articulates the challenges of the perilous social invitation:
Frank’s slow speed (his “promenading” pace would barely outmatch
a snail) and his ability to swallow the reader whole. The rest of the
book, divided into multi-page steps in this hybrid picture/chapter
book, deals with the absurd logistics of solving these challenges.
Through the hijinks of Celeste’s bad ideas (like tying roller skates on
Frank), the reader learns about the anatomy and habits of the
reticulated python. Celeste’s fondness for synonyms could also
expand the reader’s vocabulary.
Kathryn Durst’s friendly, expressive characters partner well with
Rachel Poliquin’s text to create much of the humour. Personality
exudes from details like Celeste’s cat-eye glasses and crooked
antenna and Frank’s hand-in-the-cookie-jar look when caught
mid-attack.
Though over seventy pages, this book reads quickly with plenty of
illustrations, large fonts and negative space. The absurd humour and
high-stakes premise will attract readers beyond those who naturally
gravitate to non-fiction books on the animal kingdom, making it a
fine choice for school libraries or independent reading.
Aliki Tryphonopoulos is the parent of a young reader and a former children’s librarian.

The Power of Style: How Fashion and
Beauty are Being Used to Reclaim Cultures
written by Christian Allaire
illustrated by Jacqueline Li
Annick Press, 2021
978-1-7732-1490-0 (hc) $19.95
for Grades 7 and up
Non-fiction | Fashion | Beauty | Culture | Diversity |
Indigenous | LGBTQ2+

Christian Allaire, New York City-based Ojibwe from Ontario’s
Nipissing First Nation and Fashion and Style Writer at Vogue, has
honed his journalistic credentials to produce a celebratory and
intersectional response to Eurocentric representations in fashion.
In the first section, “Sewing Tradition,” Allaire explores Indigenous
ribbon work and documents the commission of a shirt custommade by his elders; he then showcases how Indigenous artists have
furthered the practice into ceremonial or contemporary pieces.
First-person accounts from diverse creatives, in the section “My Hair,
My Way,” reflect on the racial, sexual, and cultural politics of hair.
“Why We Cosplay” examines the ethos of cosplay and features
plus-size and gender-bending/crossing practitioners.
The next section, “Head Strong,” centres on the Muslim female
practice of modest fashion and headwear through profiles and photo
spreads of entrepreneur Melanie Elturk and influencer Leah Vernon,
later extending modest dress to other faiths and into ready-to-wear
and sportswear sectors. In “Standing Tall,” Allaire provides a history of high heels as men’s dress and profiles heeled footwear lines
produced out of and for LGBTQ+ communities. The final section,
“Mighty Makeup,” illuminates makeup as a tool for cultural expression
and addresses issues of racial inclusion.

The Seer Trilogy
by
Kristin Butcher

Book One
The Druid and the Dragon
Available now
$10.95 pb

Book Two
The Bridge of Whispers
$10.95
Available September 2021

www.crwth.ca
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See Where We Come From!
A First Book of Family Heritage
(Exploring Our Community)

The unapologetic design mixes a rainbow palette with radiant
photographs of creatives and celebrities to reflect fashion’s media
circulation that builds and empowers communities. The Power of
Style is an offer to preteens and teens that seek to find their bodies,
identities, and experiences reflected in the world of fashion and a
contribution to non-fiction on fashion that expands its contours.
Dr. Rebecca Halliday is an Assistant Professor in the School of Professional
Communication at Ryerson University and has been an instructor in the Ryerson School
of Fashion.

written and illustrated by Scot Ritchie
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0497-2 (hc) $17.99
978-1-5253-0543-6 (eBook) $11.99
for Preschool to Grade 1

and a fun and challenging activity to create a bee buzzer are included
in the back matter.
Ellen Rooney’s playful illustrations of a boy and his dog encountering everyday sounds in the city will delight readers. Children will
relate to these characters and be curious about what they will explore
next. This book is a unique and welcome addition to school and
library book collections that will appeal to the curiosity of primary
school-aged children.

CCBC Collections Across the Country

Krista Jorgensen

Non-fiction | Heritage | Multiculturalism | Diversity |
Family | Cultural Traditions

Proud to Play: Canadian LGBTQ+
Athletes who Made History
written by Erin Sliver
Lorimer, 2021
978-1-4594-1512-4 (pb) $24.95
for Grades 6 and up
Non-fiction | Biography | LGBTQ2+ | Athletes | Sport |
Homophobia

Erin Silver begins Proud to Play by asking her reader: “Have you ever
had to keep a secret? The kind of secret so big you were afraid to tell
anybody?” Keeping secrets is at the heart of this book—the secrets
LGBTQ2+ athletes have kept in order to compete in their chosen
sport and the personal costs of keeping those secrets. From swimmer
Mark Tewksbury to Jessica Platt, a transgender woman playing professional women’s hockey, Proud to Play is both a poignant portrayal
and a celebration of gay, queer and trans athletes who have kept
secrets in order to find a safe space to play and compete.
In 10 chapters, Silver profiles Canadian LGBTQ2+ athletes who
relate their difficult and sometimes traumatizing experiences in elite
sport. The role of fear in keeping athletes from coming out is central
to these stories—fear of being kicked off the team, fear of being
unfairly judged and fear of damaging their career. Other themes
include the lack of role models and the destructive nature of casual
homophobia in sport. Importantly, each biography also highlights the
positive moments, the triumphs and successes achieved. Significant
initiatives to support LGBTQ2+ athletes, such as #OneTeam, the
organization You Can Play, and Canada’s Pride House at the Olympic
Games, give readers hope for positive change.
Packed with fascinating biographies, colour illustrations, sidebars,
timelines and information boxes, Proud to Play is an engaging read.
While it focuses on elite athletes, it will appeal to kids participating in
sports at all levels. Proving that change is possible, the stories in this
book will hopefully inspire young athletes to believe they can aspire
to compete at an elite level without fear, without having to hide their
authentic self and without fear of reprisal for being themselves.
Tracey Schindler is a book reviewer and former teacher living in Bethany, Ontario.

In this early introduction to multiculturalism, five young friends are
preparing to attend their school’s Heritage Festival. Martin’s mom
is Japanese and his dad’s family is from India. He is excited to be
bringing his cousin who is visiting from Japan. Sally is Haida and
her mom is preparing smoked salmon to share. Pedro, wearing his
favourite football jersey, is eager to show his friends his family tree
connecting him to his relatives in Brazil. Nick’s ancestors are Scandinavian and he is going to wear his Viking helmet. Finally, Yulee and
her grandmother share pictures of her father, still in Egypt.
Scot Ritchie’s simple narrative takes the “food, festivals, folklore
and fashion” approach to introducing the concept of multiculturalism
and cultural diversity to young readers. Each child’s family brings a
special food and something for the show-and-tell table. Descriptions
and drawings of a variety of dishes, from Japanese udon to Egyptian
koshary are provided, along with mentions of some elements of
cultural heritage and traditions such as music, sports and crafts. The
cultural importance of monuments in public spaces is briefly touched
on when the friends walk by a totem pole.
This book could be effectively used in preschool or early primary
classrooms as a jumping off point for discussions of students’ own
heritage and the sharing of cultural traditions. The back matter
includes a short glossary of terms and offers a “What’s Your Story?”
activity, encouraging kids to create their own “heritage box.”
A gentle celebration of family heritage imbued with positive
messages about respect and sharing, connection and belonging.
Tracey Schindler

Sounds All Around:
The Science of How Sound Works
written by Susan Hughes
illustrated by Ellen Rooney
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0250-3 (hc) $19.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 4
Non-fiction | Science | Sound

From the buzzing of bees to the rumbling of thunder, Susan Hughes’
Sounds All Around: The Science of How Sound Works explains how
we hear sound and introduces concepts of pitch, volume and more in
an accessible way for young children.
The simple, almost poetic language used alongside questions
and provocations will capture the curiosity in the hearts of children,
making it a fun and interactive read-aloud. Children are encouraged
to pluck a guitar string to see it vibrate and later drop a pin and listen.
They are asked to consider whether lightning or thunder comes first
and to consider how sounds can be used to communicate messages.
A colourful Hertz chart catches readers’ eyes along with a question that challenges children to understand that hearing is not the
same in all creatures. Teachers and parents alike will appreciate the
decibel charts and discussion around protecting our ears around loud
sounds. For youngsters wishing to explore further, a glossary of terms
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Wild Outside: Around the World
with Survivorman
written by Les Stroud
illustrated by Andrew P. Barr
photographs by Laura Bombier
Annick Press, 2021
978-1-77321-507-5 (pb) $22.95
for Grades 4 to 8
Non-fiction | Outdoor Adventure | Survival Skills |
Les “Survivorman” Stroud | Wildlife

Les Stroud’s newest book inspires kids to get outdoors and experience nature. As a child, Stroud was motivated by a Toronto ravine and
heroes Jacques Cousteau and Tarzan to become a lifelong outdoor
adventurer. His new collection of 12 stories, featuring often dangerous, humorous and astounding adventures, several of which take
place in Ontario, are suffused with Stroud’s humility and respect for
wildlife. He emphasizes throughout the book that the survival skills
that made him famous on his TV show, Survivorman, took him several
years to learn. He still researches his adventures, hires local guides
to teach him before roughing it alone and continues to learn from
his mistakes. He shares a wealth of survival wisdom with his readership, including how to navigate without a compass, choose a survival
guide, calculate the remaining hours of daylight, make a debris
shelter and signal for help without a mirror.
The book is divided into four sections: Prepare, Observe, React
and Adapt, showcasing skills Stroud believes a serious adventurer
must continuously hone. The scrapbook layout includes stills of
Stroud in various exotic locales, photos of wildlife, and full- and halfpage comic-book style illustrations by Andrew Barr. Many pages have
inserts offering DIY survival skills-building activities or context on
the flora, fauna or location of a story.
Wild Outside would make a popular choice for a school library,
home collection or gift for middle graders who enjoy adventure
(in spirit or in practice), the natural world or learning high-interest,
possibly life-saving, information.
Aliki Tryphonopoulos

Drop in
for a look
Drop in for a look at one of the four regional locations.
Phone ahead for hours and availability.

In Vancouver
Education Library
University of British Columbia
Faculty of Education (Scarfe Building)
2125 Main Mall
Vancouver BC V6T 1Z4
604 822-8783
Contact: Wendy Traas
wendy.traas@ubc.ca

In Edmonton
Rutherford North
11208 89 Avenue, 2nd Floor
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB T6G 2J8
780 492-7933
Contact: Trish Chatterley
trish.chatterley@ualberta.ca

In Winnipeg
Elizabeth Dafoe Library
University of Manitoba
25 Chancellors Circle
Winnipeg MB R3T 2N2
204 807-5860
Contact: Cody Fullerton
cody.fullerton@umanitoba.ca

In Halifax
Mount Saint Vincent University Library
166 Bedford Highway
Halifax NS B3M 2J6
902 457-6403
Contact: Meg Raven
meg.raven@msvu.ca
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NEW ADVENTURES FROM

Ronsdale Press
The Girl of
Newgate Prison
David Starr
Libby has been sent to Newgate
Prison for helping her brother
when he defended her from an
assault by a Peer of the Realm.
She is saved by the great prison
reformer, Elizabeth Fry.
from The Dog’s Gardener
illustrated by Nathalie Dion

from Pride Puppy
illustrated by Julie McLaughlin

978-1-55380-617-2 (PB)
978-1-55380-618-9 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 230 pp J $12.95

from Sounds All Around
illustrated by Ellen Rooney

Lost in
Barkerville
Bitten Acherman
Zach, Kyle and their teacher are
transported back to 1866 at the
height of the Cariboo gold rush in
Barkerville. They have to save their
friend Theo from hanging at the
hands of Judge Matthew Begbie.
978-1-55380-611-0 (PB)
978-1-55380-612-7 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 438 pp J $12.95

WE RECOMMEND | page 24

Martha Attema
11-year-old Rebecca has a panic
condition, and her family’s money
struggles don’t help. When she’s
paired with Cedar for a class
project, she learns that his life is
complicated too.
978-1-55380-647-9 (PB)
978-1-55380-648-6 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 280 pp J $12.95

DEFENDERS
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Quelle sorte d’animal de compagnie Youpi veut-il
adopter? Lisez une autre aventure de Youpi et Jean
pour découvrir la réponse dans Un ami pour
Youpi, le troisième livre dans la série Youpi,
la souris dans ma poche.

Quand Youpi demande une histoire pour le faire dormir,
il ne se rend pas compte qu’il devra affronter des sorcières, des ours
et le grand méchant loup. Maintenant il est prêt à tout pour
garder Jean réveillé avec lui jusqu’au lever du soleil.
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Meet Youpi, a mouse who wants everything NOW, and his patient friend
Jean who helps accommodate Youpi’s wild enthusiasms.

Histoire par
Philip Roy
Illustrations par
Andrea Torrey Balsara

Quand Youpi rêve de vacances au Taj Mahal et en NouvelleZélande, mais que Jean propose d’aller dans les bois ou bien à la
rivière, la petite souris a peur de ne jamais s’amuser. Que faire ?
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