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Beloved children’s author Jean Little, a trailblazer for writing books featuring characters 

with disabilities, passed away in April 2020. Jean, who was blind, was a prolific writer,  

publishing over 50 books in her 88 years. She included characters with disabilities in many 

of her stories so that children with different abilities could see themselves in her writing. 

This fall, the inaugural Jean Little First-Novel Award will be awarded for the first time.  

Fellow children’s author Sarah Ellis, a longtime friend of Jean’s, shares with us the impact 

of Jean’s writing and the legacy she has left behind.

In this issue, Christie Longmire, Recreation Programmer for Inclusion with the Halifax 

Regional Centre for Education, looks at how accessibility and inclusion have been repre-

sented in Canadian children’s picture books and how such books can be used to educate 

young readers. Author Andrew Katz shares with us the inspiration behind his picture book 

I Just Want to Be Super! and how important it is for children with neurological differences, 

such as ADHD, to see themselves represented in a positive light.

Publishers have also been doing a lot to make reading accessible to young readers  

with learning differences. In her informative article, Jessica Rose looks at a variety of  

publishers and the books they produce to help reluctant readers find a passion for  

reading. The IBBY Collection for Young People with Disabilities is an incredible resource 

that features a large international selection of books for and about young people with  

disabilities. Leigh Turina, Lead Librarian for the collection, offers a personal introduction  

to the collection, highlights some of its uses and shares her favourite books.

In our Keep Your Eye On column, readers are introduced to Sabina Khan, whose first 

book, The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali, garnered international praise. Her second book, 

Zara Hossain Is Here, was released earlier this year. Our Bookmark! column features a  

list of hi-lo books suitable for middle-grade and young adult readers and showcases  

the types of books publishers are producing to help reluctant readers enjoy reading.  

As always, our We Recommend section has over 40 fabulous new Canadian books for  

you to discover.

Happy reading!

Shannon Barnes

Your feedback is important!
EMAIL COMMENTS TO SHANNON@BOOKCENTRE.CA

 Like us! facebook.com/kidsbookcentre

 Follow us! @kidsbookcentre
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FROM THE EDITOR SHANNON BARNESFROM THE CCBC

When I was 11 years old, I gave a speech in a competition about my experience with 

someone who was disabled. I remember thinking that it was an important message for 

people to hear, especially if they had never been in contact with anyone with different 

abilities. A few decades on and the need for empathy and inclusion are still imperative, 

although access is now an equally important element for people with disabilities. 

I am so pleased that the articles in this issue of Canadian Children’s Book News address 

all of the above: empathy, inclusion and access in Canadian books for young people.  

In recent years, we have also benefited from academic expertise to identify the many 

facets of our children’s learning styles and cognitive functions. Our stories in Canada 

should reflect these realities and the positive experiences that can result for kids  

and their families. 

I want to thank our contributors to this issue for delving into some of the complexities 

of this topic. Thank you to Shannon for her great work and foresight in identifying timely 

and important themes for Canadian Children’s Book News. Finally, thank you to our 

members and supporters for your belief in the Canadian Children’s Book Centre.

Sincerely,

Rose Vespa

Executive Director

The Canadian Children’s Book Centre
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PROFILE

mischief, cooking disasters, the gavotte of friendship, misunder-

standings, embarrassing school presentations) are reworked and 

reimagined into novels that can fool adults into thinking that these 

books are simple and somehow safe. The child reader knows better.

 When Jean began writing fiction, she was consciously rebel-

ling against books in which disabled protagonists either die or 

are “cured” of their disability. Like many kids who grew up to be 

writers, Jean loved The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, 

but she found it a cheat that Colin, the “cripple,” is miraculously 

cured by the book’s end. In her first book, Mine for Keeps, pub-

lished in 1962, her heroine Sally has cerebral palsy. Sally doesn’t 

“overcome” her condition. She makes her life around it. Jean was a 

trope-smasher in her time. But how does her work fit into current 

thinking about disabilities and writing?

 I think Jean would have been intrigued by a pair of contem-

porary perspectives on her books, through the lens of disability. 

(Actually, that’s not true. She would have been indignant about the 

second piece. Jean was just like the rest of us thin-skinned writers. 

As she would have been the first to remind me, disability does not 

confer sainthood. What I really mean is that Sarah Ellis is intrigued 

by the insights of these two women looking back at their  

childhood reading.)

 In an article published in The Walrus magazine in October 2020, 

journalist Meagan Gillmore looks back to the role that Jean’s books 

played in her life. Legally blind, Gillmore, at age eight, concluded 

that “’being special’ sucked.” Encountering Jean’s first novel, Mine 

for Keeps, and its protagonist Sally she saw on a page for the first 

time a character like herself, a girl who has to manage a physical 

disability. Jean’s books accompanied Meagan throughout child-

hood, and she began to write herself. Later, as a university graduate, 

she sent a letter to Jean and received one of Jean’s characteristi-

cally warm, accessible, practical and bracing replies. In her article 

Gillmore discusses her fears of being pigeon-holed as a “disability 

writer” and how Jean’s acknowledgement that it takes some young 

writers time to find their niche sustained her through years when 

her confidence wobbled.  

 Another childhood reader of Jean’s books is a PhD student 

named Jane, author of the blog CrippledScholar. She identifies as 

a “mad queer autistic disabled woman.” Jane is using memories of 

her childhood reading as source material for her PhD dissertation. 

In a post from 2019, she, like Meagan, discusses Mine for Keeps. 

Meagan and Jane come from the same starting point on this book, 

which is childhood delight and relief at finding a story that seemed 

to include them. But Jane’s reread of the book at age 32 leaves 

her largely unimpressed. She appreciates the portrayal of Piet, a 

secondary character who is undergoing a bout of depression, but 

she finds that the main plot element, Sally’s plan to help Piet, has 

some plausibility and narrative holes. And she senses a whiff of a 

“smarmy morality tale” in its portrayal of disability.

 I was all set to take umbrage when I decided that I, too, should 

reread some early Jean Little novels. My first reaction was to be 

reminded of how good they are and how fresh. My second was 

to concede with Jane that Mine for Keeps has some narrative 

issues. Jean’s determination to give Sally agency does lead to some 

contrived plotting. From Anna, published in 1972, is a much better 

book. Is this because Sally has cerebral palsy, not Jean’s firsthand 

experience, and Anna has nystagmus just like Jean? I’m much 

more inclined to think that Jean simply grew as a writer, much 

What is it like to be blind? As a sighted person, I can try to imagine 

it. I can even try it out (or so I delude myself), tying a scarf around 

my eyes and pinning the tail on the donkey like some kid at a 

birthday party. But over the past few years, as we all attempt to wake 

up to the realities of lives that do not match our own lived experi-

ence, I’ve been hit with the fact that imagination has its limits. With 

the best will in the world, with the most conscientious research,  

we still don’t know what we don’t know. A person from inside a  

community simply has access to truths that an outsider does not.

 Writer Jean Little was a friend of mine. She was blind.* Or, as 

she learned to recite in middle school to squelch bullies, she had 

“strabismus, nystagmus, corneal opacities and eccentric pupils.” In 

a pair of autobiographies, Little by Little and Stars Come Out Within, 

she recounts, with the verve of a born raconteur, a rich, difficult 

and intriguing life. From these memoirs, I learned, via both head 

and heart, a lot about being blind. But one night, I had a conversa-

tion with Jean that made me realize how much I didn’t know what 

I didn’t know. We were at a children’s literature conference in some 

dorm room, exhausted after a full day of presentations, filled up 

to the brim with ideas and unable to stop talking. We were going 

over (in a rather fangirl kind of way, I must admit) the speech of 

one of the presenters. Then it hit me, and I blurted it out, “Jean, you 

don’t even know how beautiful she is.” She snorted and said, “That 

doesn’t mean very much to me these days.” This was the first time 

I thought that without sight, she didn’t make the snap judgments 

that sighted people make about others based on appearance. What 

was that like? Was it possibly kind of liberating? What if, when we 

first met people, we didn’t know what colour they were or what 

they wore on their heads? What if we couldn’t read the message 

on their T-shirt, the initials on their ball caps? What if this was true 

for everybody? Our conversation meandered down that road for a 

time ending up, as all our conversations seemed to, at a book. One 

of us recommended to the other the memoir Truth and Beauty by 

Ann Patchett, and we carried on in a wide-ranging chat, well past a 

sensible bedtime.

 Not everybody was lucky enough to have a chance to talk to 

Jean. And yet they did and do. Through memoir and fiction, she 

gives us the insider perspective on one particular life, a life that 

included living with, but not being defined by, a disability. Jean’s 

books include children in all sorts of challenging situations— 

physical disability, poverty, abandonment, loneliness. Her more 

recent books were influenced by her experiences as the late-life  

co-parent, with her sister, to her great-niece and nephew, a story 

that is beautifully presented in the 2014 CBC radio documentary 

Ours for Keeps.

 The power of Jean’s writing lies in the fact that she unerringly 

kept the child consciousness at the emotional centre of the story. 

Her characters can be moody, sullen, selfish and mean. They lie. 

In other words, she wrote not about inspiring emblems of diversity 

but about real children. What resonated for me especially was her 

bone-deep understanding of children’s hunger for respect and 

dignity. She writes movingly about genuine kindness, but she had 

sensitive feelers for condescension and any hint of pity. There are 

no cute characters in her work. Reader after reader over several 

generations resonated to this authenticity.

 For me, Jean is the quintessential writer of middle-grade fiction,  

a genre in which familiar elements (e.g., pet mishaps, family 

chaos, friend betrayal, heroic and horrible teachers, bad hair days, 

more a master of her craft in her thirties than she had been in her 

twenties. By the time she published her award-winning Mama’s 

Going to Buy You a Mockingbird in 1984, she was at the top of her 

game, and she went on publishing well into her eighties, tackling 

new genres, new subjects and new realities.

 Perspectives and reactions from within the disabled commu-

nity are invaluable. I once supervised a student who was writing 

a thesis on disability fiction for young adults. Her insights from 

the inside on such novels as Marcelo in the Real World, The White 

Darkness and Hurt Go Happy opened my eyes and invited me in. 

But as we see from Meagan and Jane, there is no unified “disabled 

consensus.” In the words of Chimam-

anda Ngozi Adichie, we should be wary 

of the desire for a “single story.” Jean 

used to joke sardonically about being a 

“role model.” She got it, before some of 

the rest of us, that she hadn’t signed up 

to be a spokesperson for all people with 

disabilities.

 Jean died in April 2020 at the age of 88. 

Because of Covid, there was no chance 

to have any kind of public memorial. 

I conceived the idea of a book award 

in her name. I quickly roped in fellow 

writers Kit Pearson and Maggie de Vries 

to join me in this enterprise. We briefly 

considered an award that focused on fiction about disabilities but 

instead decided that the award should recognize the coming gen-

eration of children’s writers. In Stars Come Out Within, Jean writes 

about her experience of winning the Canadian Authors Associa-

tion award for Mine for Keeps and attending the awards banquet. 

It’s a hilarious account, but underneath, one senses the power 

of such an award to sustain an apprentice writer. Jean was very 

supportive of the up-and-coming. I still have the letter she sent 

me after my first book was published. She advised me to enjoy it 

because “the second one is harder.” (She was right.) In appreciation 

of that support, either directly to individuals or through CANSCAIP, 

an organization that Jean helped found, the purpose of the new 

Jean Little First-Novel Award is to acknowledge and continue  

that recognition as we honour Jean’s contribution to Canadian 

literature. The inaugural Jean Little First-Novel Award will be 

awarded for the first time in the fall of 2021. 

 Sometimes I find myself talking to Jean in my head. I wonder 

what she would have thought about sensitivity readers? Or cancel 

culture? How would she have treated the problem of Colin in  

The Secret Garden for the modern reader? Trigger warning? These 

are not rhetorical questions. I do genuinely wonder what she would 

be thinking. I wish she were here for a chat. I miss her sardonic 

humour, her enthusiasm for gossip, her edge, her take on the world 

and her eagerness to discuss literature. But of course, she is here, 

on the page.

*”Blind” was Jean’s preferred term. She wasn’t keen on “visually impaired.”

Sarah Ellis is the award-winning author of 25 (or so) books for children and young adults. 
Having retired as a children’s librarian and then retired from college teaching, she is now 
writing and reading full-time in the rain in Vancouver. Her latest books are a picture book, 
Ben and the Scaredy Dog illustrated by Kim LaFave (Pajama Press), and a middle-grade 
novel, Dodger Boy (Groundwood Books).
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 Keep Your Eye On ...

Sabina Khan
  INTERVIEW By SHANNON BARNES

Tell us about your latest book or a project you are  
working on.

I’m working on several projects at the moment, and the only one 

I can talk about is another yA contemporary that plays with time 

and perspective. Hopefully, I’ll be able to share more very soon, 

and I can hardly wait. 

Tell us about your writing process.

I’ve found that my writing process has varied from book to book. 

The first draft of The Love & Lies of Rukhsana Ali came in long 

spurts of writing for 10-to-12 hours a day, and I finished it in  

16 days. That was before I had an agent or any idea of whether  

or not it would ever be published. But my second book was  

written in a much more orderly manner, between travelling to 

book festivals and meeting readers, and my third book was  

written right in the middle of the pandemic. But one thing that 

has remained constant is that I cannot seem to follow an outline, 

no matter how detailed I make it. I start out following it, but 

somewhere along the way, the story takes on a life of its own 

and it feels right to just go with the flow. I do always have my 

sweet puppy right beside me and a scented candle to set the 

mood. I never write to music and need complete silence, a fact 

that often drives my family up the wall as they try to live their 

lives around me. I also cannot do any serious writing in coffee 

shops, although pre-pandemic, I would often hang out at my 

favourite spot to do some research or editing. That’s something 

I’m looking forward to the most as things start to get back  

to normal.

How did you first get published?

In 2016 I saw a post on Twitter about a pitch contest for authors 

called DVPit. By that time, I had already self-published a yA 

fantasy and hadn’t really tried to get traditionally published. But 

because I felt so encouraged by the conversation around the We 

Need Diverse Books movement and DVPit, I decided that I would 

pitch my yA contemporary novel. I didn’t get an agent from that 

contest, but I came away with a very strong sense of community 

and support for diverse stories. I tried again a few months later 

with another contest called Pitch Wars, and this time I was able 

to sign with an agent, and after a quick round of revisions we 

sent the manuscript out to editors. Shortly after I accepted an 

offer from my current publisher.

What do you like about writing for young people?

Writing for young people brings me a lot of joy because  

growing up there really wasn’t a specific yA category, and I only 

started reading these books as an adult when my own daughters 

became teens. I found the voices so refreshing, and my inner 

teen finally got the stories she always longed for. I particularly 

love writing for teens who don’t often see themselves in stories 

because that was my own experience the entire time I was  

growing up. It makes me so happy to see more and more such 

stories on bookshelves, and I am honoured that I get to  

contribute my own.

Tell us about writers who inspire you.

There have been so many amazing writers whose books have  

encouraged me to keep writing even when it seemed like there 

was no place for stories like the ones I was writing. Rohinton  

Mistry, Bharati Mukherjee and Khaled Hosseini are all writers  

I looked up to. More recently, I have loved the writings of  

S. A. Chakraborty, Julie C. Dao, Jennifer Cervantes and  

Syed M. Masood.

Learn more about Sabina Khan and her work at Sabina-Khan.ca

or on Twitter at @Sabina-Writer.
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“I couldn’t put it down 
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Access and Representation

People have a right to read, and that means access to materials.  

An equally fundamental need is representation in books and media 

of people of all identities, voices, and experiences. These key goals 

are as important today as they were in 1981, the International Year 

of Disabled Persons. 

History

In preparation for 1981, Tordis Ørjasæter of the Norwegian Institute 

for Special Education spearheaded a project to promote access to 

books for children with disabilities. She argued that, in addition to 

basic necessities like housing and nutrition, children with disabili-

ties also have a right to read books in formats that are appropriate to 

their individual needs and that they should be represented in those 

books. And so, with a great deal of international cooperation and 

work, the IBBY Documentation Centre of Books for Disabled Young 

People was born, under the auspices of the International Board on 

Books for Young People (IBBY). 

 Known today as the IBBY Collection for Young People with  

Disabilities, this reference collection is currently housed at the 

North York Central Library branch of the Toronto Public Library. 

It is international in scope with over 4,000 items in 50 languages. 

The collection includes both specialized formats as well as  

materials that accurately and respectfully depict children and teens 

who are D/deaf or have disabilities.

Outstanding List

Every two years, the IBBY Collection releases a Selection of  

Outstanding Books list. Each IBBY National Section is invited to 

submit their best examples of books that represent their country, 

culture and language groups. The IBBY Collection Lead Librarians, 

along with volunteer readers and a Selection Committee, give  

every book thoughtful consideration before choosing 40 exemplary 

titles to highlight. These outstanding titles are annotated in a print  

and online catalogue. Digital versions of the catalogues from  

1997-2021 are available through the Toronto Public Library website  

(tpl.ca/ibby). All submissions, not just the outstanding ones, are 

entered into the Toronto Public Library online catalogue and are  

searchable by author, title, illustrator, subject, language and format.

Features of the Collection

•	 Accessible	books	in	formats	such	as	Braille,	sign	languages,	 

 non-verbal communication systems, dyslexic font 

•	 One-of-a-kind	tactile,	textured	and	textile	books

•	 Easy-to-read	formats	for	people	with	cognitive	or	learning	

 disabilities

IBBy Collection for  
young People with Disabilities
 By LEIGH TURINA

•	 Stories	and	novels	which	focus	on	the	person	rather	than	

 the disability

•	 Acclaimed	international	books	that	promote	inclusion	and	

 disability awareness

Some of Our Favourites

•	 Il Diario di Anna Frank (The Diary of Anne Frank) [2019 

 catalogue]. Easy-to-read format, targeted at an older youth 

 audience with cognitive disabilities. This book is an abridged 

 version of the original diary, adapted into simplified text and 

 Picture Communication Symbols.

•	 Tongmul sinchae ŭi pimil (Touch Me) by Sŏn-hee Kim [2013 

 catalogue]. Fingers love to touch this Korean tactile book about 

 animals.

•	 Un hueco (A Hole) by Yael Frankel [2017 catalogue]. A picture 

 book to help explain how loss feels to young people with 

 cognitive disabilities as well as the rest of us.

•	 Helt som de andre (Just Like the Others) by Annie Bahnson 

 [2021 catalogue]. How can a teen wanting to be like others hide 

 her prosthesis?

•	 Sawaru meiro (Mazes by Touch) by Junko Murayama [2015 

 catalogue]. Follow bumpy lines in 11 mazes to experience Braille 

 or as a pre-reading practice for those with vision loss.

Is this a specialized collection only for young people with  

disabilities to read about themselves? 

No. The Collection is for everyone. Its purpose is to create oppor-

tunities for young people to read about experiences that resonate 

with or are different from their own. It also serves as a resource for 

educators, researchers, authors, and illustrators.

How might you use the IBBY Collection? 

•	 Identify	diverse	titles	for	purchase	or	for	creating	booklists.

•	 Research	trends	or	movements	in	disability	studies,	illustrations,	

 or formats from 1991 forward. 

•	 Learn	the	current	best	practices	for	written	and	visual	depictions	

 of people with disabilities. This is important for authors and 

 illustrators looking to incorporate disability representation into 

 their work.

•	 Discover	ideas	for	use	in	a	classroom	or	educational	setting.		

 Be inspired to incorporate diverse reading material, design your 

 tactile books, and much more.

•	 Visit	the	Collection	in	Toronto	to	handle	the	books	yourself.	

 Please note that due to their fragility, our tactile books are not on 

 the open shelves. They are available upon request with advance 

 notice. In other formats, where possible, we purchase circulating 

 copies of items in the collection. These items can be checked out 

 with an active Toronto Public Library card or interloaned.

ACCESSIBLE BOOKSFOCUS

•	 If	you	are	in	the	Greater	Toronto	Area,	contact	us	about	a	talk	

 for your class or group. Or consider hosting an exhibit of the  

 outstanding books in your library, school, or university by 

 contacting the IBBY Secretariat.

•	 Send	us	your	reference	question	by	email	or	phone	and	we	will	

 be happy to assist with your research. 

These books are stars!

All books are born with the hope that they find readers. The books 

included in the IBBY Collection have been read, chosen, passed 

along, cherished, and shared by people who believe in their value 

for young readers. Come browse the shelves to see unique books 

you will not easily find anywhere else in North America. 

Accessing the Collection:

North York Central Library

Email: ibby@tpl.ca 

Phone: 416-395-5630 

Website: tpl.ca/ibby

IBBY Secretariat: ibby.org
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struggling with language acquisition to read, spell, and write. 

 Holding up a title in the Meg and Greg series, Bootle points out 

the book’s shaded pages and other features meant to benefit young 

readers with dyslexia, including extra space between letters, words, 

and lines of text to improve readability and font that looks similar to 

hand-printed writing. 

 “For a lot of readers who have dyslexia, minimizing the contrast 

between font colour and page colour is actually the goal. That makes 

it easier for them to read,” she says. “And the choice of font was very 

particular. We wanted to find a font that mimicked handwritten writ- 

ing, which is easier to read and easier for someone in this age group, 

elementary school age, to be able to link the writing and the reading.”

 Between two and five students in every Canadian classroom 

struggle with reading because of dyslexia. According to Dyslexia 

Canada, an advocacy organization committed to ensuring that 

every child in Canada with dyslexia gets a fair and equitable educa-

tion, 750,000 Canadian students are dyslexic. It defines dyslexia as 

“a specific learning disability in reading. Kids with dyslexia have 

trouble reading accurately and fluently. They may also have trouble 

with reading comprehension, spelling and writing.” According to the 

International Dyslexia Association, dyslexia is characterized by “dif-

ficulties with accurate and/or fluent word recognition and by poor 

spelling and decoding abilities.” Secondary consequences of dyslexia 

may include a reduced reading experience that can impede growth 

of vocabulary and background knowledge. 

 According to Bootle, working with and learning from Elspeth 

Rae and Rowena Rae on the Meg and Greg series encouraged Orca 

to add accessibility features to Orca Currents and Orca Soundings. 

“When we went down the road of working with these two authors, 

and learning the things that they had to share, it got us thinking 

about these features. Adding accessibility features for print-based 

materials is not that hard,” she says. “If we were to start implementing 

some of these accessibility features, [our books] could reach an  

even wider audience.” When titles in the Orca Currents and Orca 

Soundings series are reprinted, they’re done so in the new  

ultra-readable format, featuring dyslexia-friendly fonts.

 “It’s very important to me to have books that ALL kids can read 

and enjoy,” says Levy. “Not just kids with dyslexia, but kids for whom 

English is their second language, or kids with attention issues, or 

even just kids who are slow readers and who may struggle with 

subplots and following many twists and turns (I count myself among 

these readers too).”

 James Lorimer & Company shares Orca’s commitment to pub-

books, experienced reading challenges as a child, which she talks 

about in a video introducing the format. “Not only could long or 

overly complicated passages be hard for me to process, but little 

things like low-quality paper, crowded text, and even things as 

simple as not having every page numbered, would get me stuck,  

and make the process of reading exhausting and frustrating,” she 

says. “I love the ultra-readable format, because it not only addresses 

striving readers in its content but also in those little things in the 

layout and design as well.”

 Among other book publishers currently prioritizing hi-lo books is 

aptly named High Interest Publishing (HIP Books), whose Canadian 

branch is located in Toronto. It publishes novels that are written, 

edited and designed for struggling and reluctant readers from age 8 

to 18, offering print and online teacher resources to help educators 

teach reading strategies, boost comprehension, and improve  

students’ general reading skills. Scholastic Education’s eXtreme 

Hi-Lo series, including Shadows, The Matt Merton Mysteries, and 

Dangerous Games, feature engaging science fiction for reluctant 

and striving readers in grades 6 to 10.

 “[Hi-lo books] are perfect for ANY kid who loves great stories.  

I love that just about any kid can pick up one of my books and find 

enjoyment (and laughs!) in the pages—that’s exactly why I write,” 

says Levy. “The more kids that can enjoy my books, the better!”

Accessible Text Features

Created by sisters Elspeth Rae and Rowena Rae, Meg and Greg is 

a series designed for shared reading between a child learning to 

read and an experienced reader. The books include special features 

to help a child with dyslexia or another language-based learning 

difficulty find reading success. The first, Meg and Greg: A Duck in 

a Sock, was released in April 2020, with two more titles to follow—

most recently, Meg and Greg: The Bake Sale, which was released in 

August 2021. A fourth title, Meg and Greg: Theft at the Market, will 

hit bookstores in August 2022. Each book in the series highlights a 

specific phonogram, meaning a letter or combination of letters that 

represent a vocal sound. For example, Meg and Greg: A Duck in a 

Sock focuses on four digraphs: ck, sh, ch, th. The books are part of 

Orca Two Read, a new series of phonics stories for children ages  

6 to 9 who are learning to read.

 Elspeth was diagnosed with dyslexia at age 8 and received Orton 

Gillingham instruction, an approach intended primarily for use with 

individuals who have difficulty with reading, spelling, and writing. 

Now a certified teacher, she uses the same approach to help children 
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The next time you pick up a title from Orca Book Publishers’  

Orca Currents or Orca Soundings series, you’ll likely notice they  

differ from traditional texts. Published in Orca’s new ultra-readable 

format, books in these series include a larger trim size, dyslexia-

friendly font, increased spacing between words and lines, and 

cream-coloured paper to minimize contrast so readers can focus 

more easily. They’re designed with all readers in mind, including 

striving readers, English-language learners, dyslexic readers, and 

those with other learning challenges. 

 “We want everyone to see a reader in themselves,” says Leslie 

Bootle, marketing director at Orca. “We would like to be able to reach 

readers where they’re at and make books as accessible as possible.” 

Orca Currents and Orca Soundings both feature short, high-interest 

novels with contemporary and gritty themes for young people  

reading below grade level.

 The Learning Disability Association of Canada estimates that  

one in 10 Canadians has a learning disability. It defines learning  

disabilities as “a number of disorders which may affect the  

acquisition, organization, retention, understanding or use of verbal 

or nonverbal information.” Some examples include Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD), dyslexia, and dysgraphia—a learning  

disability that affects writing abilities. Learning disabilities are  

invisible and lifelong, and for many young people, can make reading 

difficult, frustrating, and can lead to reading avoidance. 

 Children with learning differences may experience challenges 

with phonological processing, reading fluency or speed, and reading 

comprehension; however, they can succeed as readers. This is  

especially true when the right tools and guidance are available. 

That’s why an increasing number of Canadian publishers are  

prioritizing and incorporating accessibility as part of their goals  

or mandates.

Hi-Lo Books

One of Toronto publisher James Lorimer & Company’s top priori-

ties is to publish books that deal with contemporary social issues in 

a way that engages kids and teens who may not yet have discovered 

the joys of reading. “We want to grab the attention of young readers  

with books that connect to the things they care about; we want 

them to discover the fun in reading about kids like themselves, who 

live in communities just like theirs,” reads their mandate. This is no 

more exemplified than in SideStreets, a series of edgy, fast-paced 

novels for youth ages 13 and up that combine real-world themes and 

authentic characters featured in short fast-paced books written to 

engage even the most reluctant of readers.

 Hi-lo books, like those in SideStreets, are titles that present highly 

interesting topics (hi) at a low reading level (lo). Designed to build 

fluency and increase comprehension, they’re ideal for reluctant or 

striving readers seeking age-appropriate subject matter that is easily 

accessible through carefully chosen vocabulary, simple sentences, 

and linear plots. SideStreets features award-winning, knowledgeable 

authors and diverse characters and settings that young people will 

see themselves reflected in. 

 “All kids deserve to read good books,” says Nicole Duguay, digital 

marketer and sales coordinator at James Lorimer & Company. “Pub-

lishing books in an accessible format is a great way to make sure that 

they get that chance.” Formac, Lorimer’s sister company, publishes a 

number of hi-lo series, including Sports Stories, Real Love, Record-

books, and Real Justice. “We also believe that kids can connect better 

with books where they see their own experiences reflected back at 

them, which is why the subject matter of our dyslexia-friendly and 

hi-lo books is also an important part of our mandate,” says Duguay.

 Hi-lo books have gained popularity over the past decade and are 

ideal for those struggling with reading for any reason, including 

students who simply don’t want to read. 

 “Page-turners keep kids reading!” says author Joanne Levy, who 

has two books—Double Trouble and Fish Out of Water—with a third, 

The Book of Elsie, on the way, in the Orca Currents series, which is 

written for middle school students. She says she loves writing hi-lo 

books for a number of reasons. “As a writer, I’ve always written fairly 

straightforward plots with fairly plain language and don’t use a lot 

of description. My natural style is very linear and concise and that is 

exactly what works for these short, accessible books where action is 

key,” she says. “Orca Currents books contain age-appropriate stories 

for readers of varied interests: suspense, humour, action, and mys-

tery. Kids who struggle with the mechanics of reading don’t have to 

roll their eyes at stories that were intended for a younger audience—

they can read books made just for them.”

 Mere Joyce, the author of Jelly Roll, one of Orca’s ultra-readable 

Making Books Accessible 
PUBLISHERS THAT ARE MAKING A DIFFERENCE 

By JESSICA ROSE

HI-LO & DySLEXIA-FRIENDLy BOOKSFEATURE

Orca Soundings Series SideStreets Series Orca Currents Series



Characters Kids Can See Themselves In

The inclusion of characters who have neurological differences,  

such as autism, dyslexia, and ADHD, is a priority for Orca, James 

Lorimer & Company, and other publishers, including Scholastic. One 

example of a series that early readers with ADHD will see themselves 

reflected in Formac’s dyslexia-friendly Maximus Todd books.  

The fast-paced series, written by L.M. Nicodemo and illustrated 

by Graham Ross, features eight-year-old Maximus Todd, who has 

ADHD, or what he calls the “fidgets!” Encouraging readers to make 

meaningful connections to their own experiences, each book shows 

Max finding new ways to keep his fidgets at bay by playing sports or 

inventing secret games. Along the way, he learns how to deal with 

issues that young readers will recognize, including stereotyping, 

bullying, decision-making, and coping with difficult emotions.

 Similarly, a number of Orca’s books across its hi-lo series feature 

neurodiverse characters, including some who struggle with reading. 

“Being able to put books out there where young readers everywhere 

can see something of themselves reflected in them is so important,” 

says Bootle. “I think it goes beyond reading challenges or reading 

labels that you might get at school for learning. It extends to gender 

and sexual identity, it extends to race and ethnicity, and that’s some

thing that we take really seriously.… Everyone can see themselves  

in some way reflected in books, and that visual representation is  

really important.”

 We know that the powerful impact of seeing themselves reflected 

in the books they read is crucial for young readers. According to 

Bootle, it’s also something publishers need to consider carefully 

when adding to their catalogues. 

 “Having access to books in which you can see yourself  

reflected, or someone like you or your lived experience reflected, 

whether that’s divorced parents, whether that’s identifying not  

as cisgendered, that’s really important,” she says. “That’s a huge  

responsibility that children’s book publishers have, and one that  

I think independent book publishers have a chance to  

really explore.”

Jessica Rose is a writer, reviewer and editor in Hamilton, Ontario.
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lishing dyslexia-friendly books. Its sister publisher, Formac, publish-

es two dyslexia-friendly series, The Secret Games of Maximus Todd 

and Be Brave, Morgan!, which help students with dyslexia succeed 

with books specially designed and formatted to address common 

barriers to reading. Matte, cream-coloured paper reduces glare 

and heavier paper prevents show-through from the other side of a 

page. Wide margins and headers are used to break up text and short 

lines and paragraphs avoid dense blocks of text. A dyslexia-friendly 

typeface, OpenDyslexic, uses letters with heavy-weighted bottoms, 

which can help prevent confusion caused by flipping and swapping 

letters while reading. 

 “We believe in publishing dyslexia-friendly and hi-lo books for 

kids and teens because accessibility is often an unnecessary barrier 

to children establishing lifelong reading habits,” says Duguay. 

 Cultivating lifelong reading habits can be critical for all young 

readers; however, establishing a positive relationship with books 

early can be especially important for readers with learning  

differences. 

 “I recently recorded a podcast with Dyslexia Canada and the 

young woman who did the interview and the coordinator (who both 

have dyslexia) told me how impressed they were with the format and 

the readability,” says Levy. “They noticed right away how much more 

accessible the format was. From the font to the whitespace and the 

size, they both said they noticed a big difference.”

 Publishers’ commitment to accessibility doesn’t end with the 

printed page. Earlier this year, Orca announced a new format of 

accessible audiobooks for popular titles by Eric Walters, Monique 

Gray Smith, Richard Van Camp and more, in English, French and 

dual-language English and Plains Cree editions. They’re designed 

for those with perceptual disabilities, which the Accessible Resource 

Centre (ARC) of British Columbia defines as “a disability that  

prevents or inhibits a person from reading or hearing a literary,  

musical, dramatic or artistic work in its original format.” Features  

of the audiobooks include alternate text to describe illustrations,  

images and the cover, and other important elements that aid in 

navigation and improve the overall reading experience.

HI-LO & DySLEXIA-FRIENDLy BOOKSFEATURE

Wa l k ,  W h e e l  o r  R u n 
for Reading

Join the Scotiabank Charity Challenge and 
Support the Canadian Children’s Book Centre

Take Part Virtually This October!

Register Today at 
bookcentre.ca/run

Meg and Greg Series Maximus Todd Series



 How, ultimately, does the boy handle his frustration? That is the 

central question of the story. 

 I thought about him doing something super that wouldn’t cause 

any friction with his family, that would even be helpful, like res-

cuing his cat out of a tree. The boy could then be satisfied that he 

had stretched his abilities to the limit, and a feeling of calm could 

settle over him in the closing pages of the book. 

 But a narrative that simply arched from high energy to low, as if 

the goal of the story were for the boy to settle down, seemed like an 

inaccurate description of my nephew. Being high-energy is who 

he is, not a problem to solve. It can cause difficulties for him and 

others, but it can also be a tremendous strength.

 I also thought it was important that we witness another side to 

the boy, a side of him that might surprise us—perhaps his ability to 

be super gentle, like my nephew with animals. 

 Most of all, I wanted a resolution that would reckon with the 

story’s core conflict, which isn’t really between the boy and his 

family. In the story, the boy’s family plays an essential supporting 

role, but they are not central to the plot. 

 The deeper conflict here is less visible, occurring at the level of 

the boy’s development. He is trying to work something out, some-

thing we all must learn: how to navigate between the pleasure and 

freedom of just doing whatever we want to do and the importance 

of taking responsibility for our actions. 

 In the end, the boy resolves this conflict through a leap of 

imagination, encountering a mighty creature who also sometimes 

acts before he thinks, but who, with a little empathy and guidance, 

discovers that it’s possible to be super and to behave thoughtfully at 

the same time. 

 

If navigating between what we want to do and what we need to 

do, between what we can do and what we should do, is a journey 

each of us has to undertake, a particular difference in the way some 

people’s brains work can make that journey especially tumultuous 

for them, usually starting from the time they are very young. 

 “ADHD impacts the brain’s executive functioning,” Joanna 

Adams, a social worker with 15 years of experience in special 

education, explained to me. “The executive system is responsible 

for self-management, which involves tasks such as organiza-

tion, planning and emotional regulation. When this system is not 

One morning, Jaguar trotted in 
carrying something between  
his teeth. 

The mask didn’t look like much. 
But…

The monster was big. A monster had snatched Jaguar! 
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Struggling to Be Super  
REPRESENTING HIGH-ENERGY KIDS IN A POSITIVE WAY  

By ANDREW KATz

FEATURE POSITIVITy IN NEURODIVERSITy

least, she seemed to have found the words he needed to hear. 

 “I think he often feels very misunderstood,” my sister said to me. 

“So when he does feel that someone gets him, it can make a big 

impact.”

I started writing I Just Want to Be Super! because I wanted my 

nephew to have a book that made him feel understood. 

 At the time he was four years old, and my sister and her husband 

were growing increasingly concerned by all the negative feedback 

he was receiving—from his daycare, from his day camp, from other 

kids, and, despite their best efforts, from my sister and her husband 

themselves. 

 From all sides, people were expressing exasperation, irritation 

and outright anger towards him. Not that his behaviour was com-

mendable. He often disregarded rules and instructions, bounding 

around the classroom when he was told to sit down and insisting 

on doing his own thing when the rest of the group was assigned 

another activity. He could also be physically aggressive, getting  

into occasional fistfights and, once, wresting a tricycle away from  

a child so abruptly that he knocked the other kid to the ground. 

 At home, it was a similar story: he switched back on his light after 

bedtime to play with his toys, stomped off yelling and slammed his 

door if he lost at a board game, and sometimes kicked or punched 

his older sister. 

 My sister and her husband tried the same approach to discipline 

that had worked with their daughter a few years earlier: explain 

the consequences for certain actions and reinforce those conse-

quences in a consistent way. But with my nephew, no consequence 

seemed enough to alter his behaviour. 

 One time, after an especially difficult day together, my sister 

found herself having taken every toy out of his room, including 

his favourite fire truck. Behind his door, my nephew only became 

more upset, his cries echoing throughout the house. My sister felt 

like the worst parent in the world. She also felt out of control herself. 

She had spoken to him more sharply than she had meant to. And  

it had only escalated the conflict. 

 This wasn’t the relationship she wanted with her son. And she 

was sure this was not the relationship he wanted with his family 

or with others. Everyone rolling their eyes at him, sighing at him, 

telling him over and over, “Why can’t you do this? Why didn’t you 

do that? All I’m asking is this one thing!”

 She worried, too, about what this constant criticism might be 

doing to his budding sense of self. He took everything to heart,  

and she did not want him forming the idea that he was a “bad kid.” 

 She thought about all the wonderful ways in which his high 

energy could express itself. He was deeply curious, eager to under-

stand how everything worked, from air conditioners to the sun to 

time travel to how skunks spray. And he was passionately creative, 

always making things, such as the time he worked meticulously 

for hours with paper, tape and string to build a model of the human 

digestive system, complete with moving parts and pretend food 

that you could pass through it. 

 He wasn’t simply high-energy, either. He also loved to snuggle, 

wanting his mom and dad and sister to curl up with him inside his 

pillow forts. He could spend whole afternoons drawing spaceships, 

robots and imaginary planets. 

 And he was super gentle with animals. When he caught frogs, 

he crouched down very slowly and eased his hands into the water, 

closing them in a loose cup around the frog just before it could hop 

away. He named every frog Emerald and kept it for no more than 

a few hours in a tank carefully lined with grass, leaves, rocks and a 

little water, respectful of the fact that he had to return it to the wild a 

short time later, for the sake of the frog. 

 Once I was walking with my nephew along a beach. A grass-

hopper alighted on his sleeve. As we kept strolling, my nephew held 

his arm steady for his tiny passenger and spoke softly to it. The 

grasshopper never left its perch, as if sensing that no harm would 

come to it there. 

When I write for kids, my hope is to create a story in which they  

can recognize themselves—a story that meets them where they are, 

that celebrates where they are, even as it invites them to explore 

new possibilities. 

 In the case of the story for my nephew, this meant, first of all, 

trying to imagine events from his point of view, including the  

situations that were getting him into trouble. What did it feel like 

to be bursting with energy? To want to blast into action, like a 

superhero raring to use their powers, only to have everyone always 

telling you to hold back that impulse? 

 To capture that feeling, I started to develop a story about a young 

boy with actual superpowers. His adventure begins one morning 

at home with his family—he discovers a mask, tries it on, and 

SHAZAM! Suddenly he can fly up, up and away, sprint faster than  

a lightning bolt and lift a boulder 10 times his size. 

 But just because he can do almost anything doesn’t mean he is 

allowed to. He is still expected to follow the rules, do his chores and 

think about the impact of his actions on others. At first he finds 

small ways to be super despite these restrictions—for example, 

clearing his dishes by levitating them to the sink. But as the day 

progresses, he grows more and more frustrated by the limitations 

imposed on him.  

14  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS  fall 2021 WWW.BooKCEnTRE.Ca

A few months ago, my sister made her way down to the basement  

where her 8-year-old son was playing with his Hot Wheels, 

sending cars flying along an elaborately constructed track and 

making sounds like a rocket blasting off.

 “Hey, sweet boy,” she said. “Can I tell you something?” 

 He laid aside the Corvette in his hand, suddenly curious. My 

sister knelt down. 

 “I think nobody tries harder than you to be good. People don’t 

see how hard you’re trying because you get in trouble more than 

other kids. But you try so hard.”

 Tears sprang to her son’s eyes. He threw his arms around her. 

 “Mommy! I love you soooo much!”

 For my sister, the road to this moment had been a long one. And 

she knew there would still be many challenges ahead. “I rarely feel 

like I can read his heart,” she told me recently. But right then, at 
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working properly, it can result in a delay in the development of 

certain traits.”

 One time when my nephew was six, he had “a complete 

freakout,” my sister told me, because another kid was playing with 

a ball that was the colour he wanted. “There were lots of other balls 

there,” she said. “But he wanted the green one. It was bewildering 

because from one second to the next he started acting as if he were 

three years old.”

 The problem in such moments of dysregulation, according to 

Adams, is not one of knowledge. “Children with ADHD can often 

identify appropriate social skills, rules and social norms,” she said. 

“But they may struggle to do what they know.”

 Once we begin to understand that kids with ADHD are not “bad 

kids” but rather struggle with executive functioning, we can shift 

towards using “more positive strategies to motivate them to do 

what they know, even when it feels tough for them,” Adams said.

 After delving into books on ADHD and speaking with profes-

sionals, my sister and her husband started to test out a new way of 

parenting my nephew: whenever he succeeded in managing his 

emotions and impulses, even in miniscule ways, they would praise 

him for it. They would acknowledge the extra effort it took him to 

not act on his first instinct. And when they could see he was losing 

control—getting wild with sticks around his sister or squirting an 

unsuspecting neighbourhood kid with a water blaster—they made 

an extra effort themselves to remain calm. 

 “If he hurt or upset someone, he still had to apologize,” my sister 

said. “And if he was doing something dangerous, he still had to take 

a break away from the situation. But we tried to balance holding 

him accountable with understanding that it was harder for him to 

manage his behaviour than it was for other kids, and also tried to 

demonstrate in our attitude towards him that we believed he could 

get there.”

 In I Just Want to Be Super!, the boy’s parents approach their son’s 

super side with a similar attitude. When he wants to fly off to play 

while still wearing his pajamas, his mom tells him to please get 

dressed first. When he wants to throw that boulder he’s able to lift, 

his dad kneels down and explains to him, “You’re a super kid. So 

you need to be super careful. A rock could hurt somebody.” When 

he wants to pick a wheelbarrow full of tomatoes in the garden, his 

mom lets him know that they already have as many as they can 

eat. (And after he hurls a tomato all the way to Hawaii, we see him 

taking a little time out under a tree.)

 Aside from setting reasonable boundaries, though, the parents 

allow their son to be his super self. Even when he protests that he 

“just wants to be super,” they take his outbursts in stride, as if con-

fident that he is capable of doing what he needs to do even though 

it’s a struggle for him, and, as my sister put it, that he can get there—

which, finally, he does, in his own time and imaginative way. 

 After the book was published, a few people commented online 

that they wished the parents had told the boy explicitly that his 

behaviour was “wrong” and even punished him for it. But as my 

sister and her husband were discovering, a more positive and com-

passionate approach, one that still emphasized responsibility, could 

prove far more effective. 

 “He became much better able to control his emotions, to channel 

them appropriately,” my sister said. “Instead of hitting when he got 

angry, he would run away to his room to calm himself down. It’s 

still a struggle for him and for us. But at least now home is a place 

where he can feel good about himself. And my hope is that one day 

when he’s behind the wheel of his own life, he will have enough 

tools to put on the brakes when he needs to, so that he can feel 

positive about his high-octane engine and use his energy to take 

him where he wants to go.” 

 

My sister and her husband were nervous about their first meeting 

with their son’s Grade 1 teacher. The school hadn’t contacted them 

about any disruptive or aggressive behaviour so far this year, but 

they were prepared to hear more of the kinds of negative com-

ments they had gotten in the past. “Your son doesn’t listen. We can’t 

handle your son. Your son is a big problem.”

 His teacher glanced through her notes for a moment, looked up 

at them and smiled. 

 “Let me just say, I adore your son.”

 My sister wept. 

 His teacher told them about how kindly my nephew was treating 

a fellow student, a young boy who got overwhelmed during transi-

tion times, such as at the end of the day when all the kids had to 

gather their things. The other students mostly ignored this boy, but 

my nephew would go and fetch his backpack for him, sometimes 

even put a consoling arm around his shoulder. 

 The teacher, observing this interaction, had asked my nephew 

if he would like to be this boy’s official helper, and my nephew had 

embraced his new role with pride. 

 My sister and her husband gained allies after my nephew started 

public school. Suddenly most of his teachers, who had been trained 

in child development, didn’t see his behaviour as an issue. “They 

understood that some things were more difficult for him and might 

take him longer,” my sister said. “But they always believed he could 

do it.”

 One day, my nephew’s teacher invited his grandma—my mom—

to visit his class as a guest storyteller. The book she brought out of 

her bag was I Just Want to Be Super! 

 “That’s me!” my nephew jumped up and shouted, excited for 

everyone to see all the super things this boy could do.

 His teacher gave him a moment to settle himself down on his 

own, which he did. Then my mom opened the book, showed 

everyone the first pictures, and began the story. 

Andrew Katz is the Forest of Reading-nominated author of How to Catch a Bear Who Loves 
to Read (published simultaneously in French as Comment attraper un ours qui aime lire) and 
I Just Want to Be Super! (Je suis Super Nino!). His upcoming picture book, A Starlit Trip to 
the Library (Voyage de nuit à la bibli), will be out in Spring 2022.

See Andrew Katz on

Available at your favourite bookstore or order from PGC/Raincoast

www.ronsdalepress.com
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Awesome Wildlife 
Defenders

Martha Attema
11-year-old Rebecca has a panic 

condition, and her family’s money 
struggles don’t help. When she’s 

paired with Cedar for a class 
project, she learns that his life is 

complicated too. 

978-1-55380-647-9 (PB)
978-1-55380-648-6 (EBOOK)

5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 280 pp J $12.95

Tainted Amber
Gabriele Goldstone
When her best friend flees the 
 German countryside and the  
boy she loves is deemed a  
threat to Aryan purity, Katya  
sees the cruel parallels between 
breeding perfect horses and 
 breeding perfect people.

978-1-55380-614-1 (PB)
978-1-55380-615-8 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 320 pp J $14.95

“Happy the Pocket Mouse” series
Story: Philip Roy / Art: Andrea Torrey Balsara & Lisa Ferguson
Meet Happy, a mouse who wants everything NOW, and his patient  
friend John who helps accommodate Happy’s wild enthusiasms.

MOUSE TALES 978-1-55380-444-4
JELLYBEAN MOUSE 978-1-55380-344-7
MOUSE PET 978-1-55380-443-7
MOUSE VACATION 978-1-55380-479-6
HALLOWEEN MOUSE 978-1-55380-653-0
9 x 9 J HARDCOVER J 32 pp J $12.95 EACH

GABRIELE GOLDSTONE

Amber
Tainted

RONSDALE PRESS
www.ronsdalepress.com $14.95

Nazi fervour surrounds eighteen-year-old Katya,  

a servant girl on a countryside horse-breeding estate.  

When Helmut and David, the estate owners’ sons,  

join Katya and her Jewish friend, Minna, on a trip to the  

Baltic Coast, a lighthearted hunt for amber morphs  

into  something much more sinister. By summer’s end, 

Minna has fled the country and is replaced by Gretchen, a 

model Aryan gushing with enthusiasm for Helmut and 

his Nazi friends. The same set of laws that sent Minna 

away  threatens Katya’s relationship with David, who must  

try to keep his epilepsy a secret from German officials. 

The Third Reich’s Nuremberg Laws had never affected  

Katya’s life before, but now they seem to intrude on all of 

her  relationships. Even her sisters, who fled Stalin’s  

rule, are swept up in the Nazi spirit, and are dismayed by 

Katya’s skepticism. Breeding perfect horses might  

be an exact science, but breeding perfect Aryans  

proves to be much more complicated.

S

“Goldstone deftly plunges the reader into a past when  Hitler’s 

ideas seemed new and fresh. A timely read.”

— MARSHA FORCHUK SKRYPUCH, author of  
Making Bombs for Hitler 
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The Knotted 
Rope
Jean Rae Baxter
When an imperfect law is 
passed to end slavery in Upper 
Canada, Broken Trail must 
rescue a group of slaves before 
their new slave dealer ships 
them across the border. 

978-1-55380-620-2 (PB)
978-1-55380-621-9 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 250 pp J $12.95
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Wildlife
AWESOME

DEFENDERS

When her teacher pairs her up with her unsociable 

classmate, Cedar, for a project on the endangered 

 northern spotted owl, eleven-year-old Rebecca’s life 

becomes complicated. She already struggles with panic 

attacks, and now this project is causing trouble between 

Rebecca and her best friend. When she and Cedar work 

together, though, she discovers that he is actually a kind 

and talented artist who carries an enormous burden: his 

father has been in jail and his mother lives far away. When 

Cedar’s grandfather takes them to watch an owl-flying 

demonstration, Rebecca feels a touch of magic when the 

great horned owl lands on her arm. Is it possible that 

their partnership could teach Rebecca to cope with her 

panic attacks, help Cedar navigate his complicated  

family life and save endangered species?

“A compelling story about how classmates put  

their personal differences aside to work together to 

help save endangered wildlife. A must read for anyone 

 interested in the plight of our imperilled planet.”

— BITTEN ACHERMAN, author of Lost in Barkerville 

AwesomeWildlifeDefenders-Cover-Final.indd   1 2021-06-02   9:26 AM

Sous le  
Saint-Laurent

Philip Roy
The third volume in the  French 

series “Un rebelle en sous-marin” 
takes Alfred and his homemade 
 submarine up the St. Lawrence 

River in search of his father  
who abandoned him at birth.

978-1-55380-656-1 (PB)
978-1-55380-657-8 (EBOOK)

5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 232 pp J $12.95

    The 
Knotted Rope

JEAN RAE BAXTER

  

         “I turned to the river andd at it with all my might:
                             ‘GIVE ME BACK MY SUBMARINE!’

                   I saw a shadow in the water below the bridge.  
          I heard a policeman yell from a megaphone above.                  
              

Sous le Saint-Laurent

LA SÉRIE UN REBELLE EN SOUS-MARIN

$12.95
Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com

Story by 
Philip Roy

Art by  
Andrea Torrey Balsara
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When Happy asks for a bedtime story to help him fall asleep,  
he doesn’t realize he’ll have to face witches, bears, and the big bad wolf.  

Now he’ll do anything to keep John awake until the sun comes up.

MouseTales-HardCover-FA.indd   1 15-04-29   2:51 PM

It’s Happy’s first trip to the laundromat, where a jellybean machine is  
love at first sight. But how can a poor mouse get any jellybeans when John  

has only enough coins for the wash, and the machine won’t work?

$11.95
Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com
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Story by Philip roy
Art by Andrea torrey balsara
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What kind of pet would a little mouse  
have, if a little mouse could have a pet?  

Join Happy and John to find out in  
Mouse Pet, the third book in the series,  

“Happy the Pocket Mouse.”

S

Enjoy more adventures with  
Happy and John!

It’s Happy’s first trip to the laundromat, where a jellybean machine is  
love at first sight. But how can a poor mouse get any jellybeans when John  

has only enough coins for the wash, and the machine won’t work?
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When Happy asks for a bedtime story to help him fall asleep,  
he doesn’t realize he’ll have to face witches, bears, and the big bad wolf.  

Now he’ll do anything to keep John awake until the sun comes up.

MouseTales-HardCover-FA.indd   1 15-04-29   2:51 PM
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What kind of pet would a little mouse  
have, if a little mouse could have a pet?  

Join Happy and John to find out in  
Mouse Pet, the third book in the series,  

“Happy the Pocket Mouse.”

S

Enjoy more adventures with  
Happy and John!

It’s Happy’s first trip to the laundromat, where a jellybean machine is  
love at first sight. But how can a poor mouse get any jellybeans when John  

has only enough coins for the wash, and the machine won’t work?
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When Happy asks for a bedtime story to help him fall asleep,  he doesn’t realize he’ll have to face witches, bears, and the big bad wolf.  Now he’ll do anything to keep John awake until the sun comes up.
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When Happy’s dreams of a vacation 
include the Taj Mahal and New Zealand, but  
John offers only the woods and river, how’s  

a poor mouse to have any fun?

S

Enjoy more adventures with 
Happy and John!
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When Happy’s dreams of a vacation 
include the Taj Mahal and New Zealand, but  
John offers only the woods and river, how’s  

a poor mouse to have any fun?
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Enjoy more adventures with 
Happy and John!
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It’s Happy’s first trip to the laundromat, where a jellybean machine is  
love at first sight. But how can a poor mouse get any jellybeans when John  

has only enough coins for the wash, and the machine won’t work?

$11.95
Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com

Story by 
Philip Roy

Art by  
Andrea Torrey Balsara

JE
L
L
Y

B
E

A
N

 M
O

U
S
E
                    

P
H

IL
IP

 R
O

Y
 

• 
A

N
D

R
E
A

 T
O

R
R

E
Y

 B
A

L
S
A

R
A

JellyBeanMouse-cover-FA.indd   1 14-08-28   2:13 PM

$12.95
Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com

Story by 
Philip Roy

Art by  
Andrea Torrey Balsara

M
O

U
S
E

 T
A

L
E

S
                    

P
H

IL
IP

 R
O

Y
 

• 
A

N
D

R
E
A

 T
O

R
R

E
Y

 B
A

L
S
A

R
A

When Happy asks for a bedtime story to help him fall asleep,  
he doesn’t realize he’ll have to face witches, bears, and the big bad wolf.  

Now he’ll do anything to keep John awake until the sun comes up.
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What kind of pet would a little mouse  
have, if a little mouse could have a pet?  

Join Happy and John to find out in  
Mouse Pet, the third book in the series,  

“Happy the Pocket Mouse.”
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Enjoy more adventures with  
Happy and John!
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their relevance to familiar spaces. The majority of the books on  

at least one occasion pictured a clear, smooth pathway and the 

presence of a seat (e.g., chair, bench, etc.). While these elements  

of universal design could be used as a starting point to begin a 

discussion on accessibility, they fail to resemble the true essence 

and existence of universal design. Automatic doors, however, are 

considered one of the most frequent elements viewed in society, 

yet, these were rarely depicted in the picture books analyzed. 

Authors and illustrators should further their attention to these 

elements to portray elements typically observed on a daily basis. 

Ramps for entryways are another element frequently observed 

and used in our physical environments; however, ramps were not 

present in any book coded. Interestingly, there was no increase in 

the number of elements of universal design pictured throughout 

the years sampled in the study, despite an increase in accessibility 

awareness since 2007.

 Images of characters with disabilities were also present. Ten 

of these characters were main characters in the story, with eight 

characters wearing glasses and two characters using a wheelchair.  

Background characters were also pictured wearing glasses, and 

there were two instances of characters using a cane and two  

characters using a wheelchair. For example, Look Where We Live! 

by Scot Ritchie illustrated both an older man and a child with 

glasses, an older man with a cane, and a child using a wheelchair. 

While characters with disabilities continued to be underrepre-

sented, it is encouraging to note that there were more instances 

than in previous research. In the books sampled, there were no 

characters with a neurodevelopmental disability, in keeping with 

past research of picture books not depicting the most common  

disabilities children would encounter.

How can readers and/or educators use picture books to discuss 

accessibility and promote inclusion?

Children’s literature is an ideal medium for introducing social  

and cultural topics. Picture books can provide words and visual 

representations that adult readers find difficult to generate when 

discussing ideas. Also, stories are typically read to young children 

by a caring adult with whom they have a connection, creating a 

safe space for sharing and reflection. When readers are equipped 

with information on topics such as disability and accessibility, pic-

ture books are an ideal way to introduce these topics to children. 

 In order for strategies to be used to discuss disability and acces-

sibility, information on what images in picture books communi-

cate these topics is necessary. When educators are equipped with 

knowledge about what environments look like in picture books, 

appropriate books can be more readily identified and practical ways 

in which the topics can be explored. 

 First, readers (e.g., teachers, parents, etc.) should read the books 

before introducing them to children. This will provide the reader 

insight into what is presented in the book and allow for increased 

comfort in reading and delivering the intended messages. Second, 

selected books should be interesting to the children being read 

to, as well as developmentally appropriate. Third, readers should 

provide children with an introduction about what the book is about 

and the potential emotions that may arise from the story. This 

also prepares children for what type of information is going to be 

discussed in the book. Fourth, if children interrupt with questions 

or comments regarding the subject, the reader should stop, listen 

patiently and address questions immediately. Fifth, readers should 

ask children gentle questions about the material to allow them to 

reflect on their own experiences and what was read to them. Sixth, 

readers should also share a personal story with the children about 

the developmentally appropriate topic. This provides children with 

the ability to see the reader relating to the story and assist in their 

own ability to reflect. 

 Next, readers must go beyond simply reading and discussing 

books that picture characters with disabilities or portray acces-

sible environments. Educators are encouraged to promote posi-

tive attitudes through hands-on experiences. When discussing 

universal design, each principle can be discussed by its presence 

or absence in a picture book. The concept can then be reinforced 

through interactive opportunities in the physical environment. 

For example, a seat with a back, as pictured in You Can Read by 

Helaine Becker and Mark Hoffman, is an example of equitable use 

that adults can describe to children when reading together. A stool 

is illustrated in Meet My Neighbor, The Doctor by Marc Crabtree. 

Educators could use these illustrations to discuss how these seats 

may be difficult for some users, allowing children to generate other 

examples of seats. In addition to discussing similarities and dif-

ferences between chairs (e.g., chairs with back, chairs with arms, 

both, etc.) in various picture books, early childhood educators or 

teachers can encourage further learning by providing an interac-

tive learning experience for children. The group could explore the 

type of seating present in their school environment and compare 

how they look, feel and who may use each of them. 

 Signs are readily present in built environments, another uni-

versal design element that allows users to navigate their environ-

ment best. When We Go Walking, by Cari Best and Kyrsten Brooker, 

clearly demonstrates several instances of signs that readers could 

draw upon during discussion.

 Another activity may involve children identifying all entrances 

to the building and count how many automatic doors are present. 

Picture books act as metaphorical mirrors for children, allowing 

them to see aspects of themselves in the story. This is evident when 

children respond to books with statements such as “She looks 

like me!” or “I sleep with a blanket too!”. Similarly, such literature 

provides a window for children to view the world through the lens 

of others. All children, including those with disabilities, benefit 

from viewing themselves in literature, while children who are not 

familiar with the concept gain insight through this medium. In 

order to understand how to use picture books as accurate mirrors  

and windows for children, readers must be equipped with  

information on how children with disabilities have been typically 

depicted in literature, what environments portray, and strategies  

for promoting inclusion in their physical environments.

Characters with Disabilities in Children’s Literature

Historically, picture books have portrayed unrealistic themes  

and stereotypes relative to characters with a disability, despite the 

efforts of attempting to promote inclusion. All too common are 

stories that depict a character who feels ashamed by their dis-

ability and is viewed as an outcast. The story inevitably evolves 

to the character becoming magically “cured” of the disability and 

subsequently celebrated and included. This category of stereotyp-

ical literature has been referred to as the “supercrip” model in the 

research community, which eliminates the opportunity to provide 

a genuine picture or window for readers into life with a disability. 

 In addition to the presence of stereotypes, characters with a dis-

ability have been vastly underrepresented relative to the national 

average of Canadians who identify living with a disability. Also, 

stories that portray a character with a disability do not commonly 

depict ones in which children would typically encounter. For 

example, Canada’s most commonly reported disability is of a neu-

rodevelopmental nature (i.e., learning disability); however, these 

conditions are rarely portrayed in picture books. These reduced 

occasions hinder opportunities for individuals with disabilities to 

see themselves in stories and for children to be exposed to  

concepts they are likely to encounter. 

What about environments?

Awareness of the importance of accessible public spaces has been 

on the rise in Canada, particularly due to the Accessible Canada 

Act and the activism of the Rick Hansen Foundation (RHF). The 

RHF devotes resources to removing barriers from environments to 

promote accessible spaces for all, based on universal design prin-

ciples. Environments constructed with a focus on universal design 

are accessible to all people, regardless of ability. As most people will 

experience a level of reduced functioning at some point in their 

Promoting Accessibility and Inclusion 
through Children’s Picture Books
 By CHRISTIE LONGMIRE

lives, the benefits of universally designed spaces extend beyond 

focusing on creating accessible spaces for people with disabilities. 

Universally designed spaces are created to remove societal barriers, 

allowing for equitable use by all. For example, automatic doors are 

one of the most common elements of universal design observed 

in public spaces. Not only does this element allow for increased 

independence for wheelchair users, but they also accommodate 

people who are temporarily on crutches, pushing strollers, carts, 

etc. This differs from an accessible design, in which modifications 

have been made to existing structures, such as creating a separate 

accessible entrance to a building. While increasing accessibility is 

certainly advantageous, using concepts of universal design further 

eliminates stigma and barriers by allowing all people to access the 

space in the same manner. 

 Although many topics have been the focus of research in  

children’s picture books, the concept of accessibility relative to the 

physical space portrayed had yet to be examined, and research 

suggesting strategies on using literature to promote inclusion is 

also limited. Therefore, an in-depth analysis of Canadian children’s 

picture books was performed to better understand how the topics 

were represented from 2007 to 2017.

Content Analysis of Canadian Children’s Picture Books 2007-2017

Content analysis, a systematic approach to examining bodies  

of literature for patterns and biases, was used to evaluate envi-

ronments and characters in 106 Canadian children’s picture 

books. A coding scheme for gathering data was created based on 

three Canadian guides to developing and evaluating universally 

designed spaces: A Guide to Creating Accessible Play Spaces from 

the Rick Hansen Foundation (2019), the Measure of Environmental 

Accessibility Checklist created by Gamache et al. (2012), and the 

Universal Design Handbook developed by the City of Calgary 

(2010). These resources focus on the design of built environments. 

Therefore, books depicting human characters in these environ-

ments were randomly selected for coding and analysis. Ten books 

from each year were used, with the exception of 2017 in which  

only six books were available. 

 All elements of universal design were present in the entire 

sample studied. In fact, 440 instances of universal design were 

present. The City Speaks in Drums, by Shauntay Grant and Susan 

Tooke, successfully depicted all seven principles of universal 

design. Notably, a wheelchair symbol was illustrated on a bus 

window, which is universally recognized as accessible transporta-

tion by most seeing people, regardless of ability. This is the only 

book in the collection sampled to include this illustration. 

 Attention should be placed on what elements were pictured and 

BOOKS AS LEARNING TOOLSFOCUS
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Little Wolf
Teoni Spathelfer  
Illustrated by Natassia Davies 

When a young Indigenous girl  
moves to the big city, she must deal 
with bullies and feelings of isolation, 
but eventually reconnects with her 
culture and the land.

Picture book, ages 4–8
HC | 978-1 -77203-347-2 | $19.95
PB | 978-1 -77203-380-9 | $12.95

Painted Fences 
Sara Cassidy  
Illustrated by Sydney Barnes 

A charming and evocative story 
within a story, exploring themes of 
wartime resourcefulness, local history, 
friendship, and the reverberations of 
the past in the present day.

Picture book, ages 4–8
HC | 978-1 -77203-351-9 | $19.95

Caring for Critters 
One Year at a Wildlife  
Rescue Centre

Nicholas Read

Filled with emotionally uplifting and 
inspiring true stories of rescued 
animals, as well as the harsh realities 
that some of them face, Caring for 
Critters provides a glimpse into the 
fascinating world of wildlife rescue 
and rehabilitation.

Juvenile non-fiction, ages 12+ 
PB | 978-1 -77203-387-8 | $19.95

Aggie and Mudgy 
The Journey of Two  
Kaska Dena Children

Wendy Proverbs

Based on the true story of the 
author’s biological mother and aunt, 
this middle-grade novel traces the 
long and frightening journey of two 
Kaska Dena sisters as they are taken 
from their home to attend residen- 
tial school.

Juvenile fiction, ages 8–12
PB | 978-1 -77203-375-5 | $14 .95

Lost on the Prairie 
MaryLou Driedger

When a young boy gets separated 
from his family en route from 
Kansas to Saskatchewan in 1907, he 
must find his way alone across the 
immense prairie landscape.

Juvenile fiction, ages 8–12 
PB | 978-1 -77203-368-7 | $14 .95

Journal of a Travelling Girl
Nadine Neema  
Illustrated by Archie Beaverho

A coming-of-age novel tracing a 
young girl’s reluctant journey through 
the ancestral lands of the Tłįchǫ 
People, as she gradually comes to 
understand and appreciate their 
culture and the significance of their 
fight for self-government.

Juvenile fiction, ages 8–12
PB | 978-1 -77203-317-5 | $12.95

H
h e r i t a g e

heritagehouse.ca

Find these books  
and more fun reads  
at heritagehouse.ca
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HeritageHouseBooks

heritagehousepublishing

HHpublishing

Canadian Children’s Book News_Ad 2021 PRESS.indd   1 2021-08-18   10:02 AM

20  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS  fall 2021 WWW.BooKCEnTRE.Ca

BOOKS AS LEARNING TOOLSFOCUS

This activity may lead to a discussion about why automatic doors 

are used and by whom. Children could reflect on when they have 

used this type of door and think about when they have seen others 

use it. 

 It is key to note that if the reader is educated on ways to identify 

universal design, books chosen do not necessarily need to have 

all elements present to initiate conversation. For example, readers 

could discuss what is present in the book in terms of accessibility 

and then lead discussions on what could be added to the book 

based on children’s experiences in their daily environments. In 

Let’s Play a Hockey Game, by Kari-Lynn Winters and Helen Flook, 

benches are pictured within a hockey rink. This is an example of 

how discussions of universal design can take place even though 

the story is devoted to a different topic relatable to children.  

 Ramps at an entryway are another element within this principle. 

While no ramps were found in the sample used in this study, this 

is a frequently observed element in daily life that can be discussed 

with children. Outside the building or on an outing, children 

could go up and down the stairs and then up and down the ramp, 

reflecting on the differences between these ways of entering a 

building. When ramps are not present, children can be encouraged 

to think critically about how the environment could be adapted 

to be more accessible. Other outdoor elements such as sidewalks, 

curb protectors and textured ground surfaces could be identified 

during a community walk. Sidewalks were commonly pictured 

in the books sampled and are easy to identify and discuss before 

the outing. When We Go Walking would be a useful resource when 

talking about these outdoor elements.

 Finally, readers should understand that using picture books 

may act as a teaching tool for both the reader and the children. 

Therefore, the reader may need to seek out additional resources to 

answer questions that children ask. These strategies reinforce how 

crucial advanced planning is when using picture books to discuss 

novel concepts. 

 Picture books can be useful in initiating conversations regarding 

disability, accessibility, and other novel concepts. However, there 

is an onus on readers to pre-select material and develop a solid 

plan in leading these conversations. When readers apply practical 

knowledge stemming from picture books, children are offered 

increased opportunities to look through windows to view,  

comprehend and embrace individuals of all abilities.

Christie Longmire completed her Master’s degree at Mount Saint Vincent University in 
Child and youth Study. She is a mom, wife, runner and inclusion activist in Nova Scotia.

Learn 
more at

bookcentre.ca/
malaika

C O M I N G  T O  G R A D E  1  S T U D E N T S  T H I S  F A L L !

Find activities for your
classroom and family to

celebrate this story of culture
and community.

Malaika's Costume will be sent to every Grade 1 student this fall as a part of the TD Grade One Book Giveaway
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BOOKMARK!

Fish Out of Water
(Orca Currents)
written by Joanne Levy

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

Twelve-year-old Fishel (Fish) doesn’t like 
regular “boy” things. He prefers to read or  
do crafts instead of climbing trees or riding 
dirt bikes with his friends. All his interests  
are considered “girly,” but Fish doesn’t get 
why that’s a bad thing. Why does everyone 
else get to decide what Fish should or  
shouldn’t do? 

Embrace the Chicken
(Orca Currents)
written by Mahtab Narsimhan

Orca Book Publishers, 2019

Even though her family only left Mumbai 
recently, Shivani is fitting in—she already  
has a best friend. But when her mother  
volunteers to cook for her new school’s 
annual fundraiser, Shivani is sure she will 
completely embarrass her. What if she cooks 
one of the ‘stinky’ dishes that Shivani loves 
but is too ashamed to eat in front of  
her friends? 

HI-LO MIDDLE-GRADE FICTION &  
NON-FICTION FOR RELUCTANT  
READERS IN GRADES 3-9 

Across the Floor
(Orca Limelights)
written by Natasha Deen

Orca Book Publishers, 2016

Luc thought he knew what his passion was: 
football. So when his coach orders him to 
sign up for contemporary dance classes 
to improve his game, Luc agrees. He never 
expected to fall in love with dance. Is he 
willing to give up a future in pro football to 
pursue a new dream? 

Carey Price: How a First Nations Kid 
Became a Superstar Goaltender
(Recordbooks)
written by Catherine Rondina

Lorimer, 2018

Carey Price was flying 319 kilometres  
across BC in his youth so he could play on 
the nearest organized hockey team. Today, 
he is one of the most recognizable figures 
in hockey. Throughout his career, Carey has 
taken every opportunity to encourage all 
young people, especially those who share  
his Indigenous background, to follow  
their dreams.

The Fake-Chicken Kung Fu 
Fighting Blues
written by Aaron Lam

illustrated by Kean Soo

Lorimer, 2018

Anthony’s grandma, Po Po, is even more 
unhappy than he is when his family moves 
from busy Chinatown to a remote commu-
nity in northern Ontario. Po Po won’t leave 
the house, so Anthony decides to bring their 
new community to her by making a movie 
about the town.

He Who Dreams
(Orca Limelights)
written by Melanie Florence

Orca Book Publishers, 2017

John stumbles into an Indigenous dance 
class and, after he attends his first powwow, 
he is hooked. But if he really wants to dance, 
he’ll have to stop hiding it from his friends, 
teammates and family. Now he must learn  
to balance his responsibilities, confront  
his fears and embrace both his Irish and  
Cree heritage. 

Books for Reluctant Readers
Reading can be a struggle for some kids. Learning disabilities can cause readers to  
become easily discouraged. Hi-lo books offer highly interesting subject matter at low  
reading levels and are geared to middle-grade and high school students who struggle with 
reading. Meghan Howe, the CCBC’s Library Coordinator, has compiled a list of hi-lo books 
that are sure to grab the attention of even the most reluctant of readers. These books  
would make great additions to public, school and home libraries.

HI-LO BOOKS

It Wasn’t Me
(HIP QuickRead)
written by Sharon Jennings

illustrated by Kalle Molloy

High Interest Publishing, 2017

Tom is the new kid at school and he’s getting 
hassled by everyone, especially a particular 
group of girls. But then he gets framed for 
spray-painting graffiti, starting fires and even 
poisoning the class pet. How can he prove  
it wasn’t him? 

Kung Fu Master
(Orca Currents)
written by Marty Chan

Orca Book Publishers, 2019

Everyone assumes that because he’s 
Chinese, Jon must be good at math and a 
first-class nerd. After acting out some moves 
from a kung fu movie, word spreads that Jon 
is a kung fu master. Jon likes the attention 
from classmates. But when he’s challenged 
by the school bully, can Jon keep his status 
without getting pulverized? 

Team Fugee
(Soccer United: Team Refugee)
written by Dirk McLean

Lorimer, 2017

Two years after his birth parents disappear 
in Nigeria, newly adopted Ozzie moves to 
Canada. At his new school, Ozzie and the 
other Nigerian kids compete for time on 
the soccer field with Victor’s team of Syrian 
refugees. A match between the two teams 
creates an opportunity for a school soccer 
program. Can Ozzie and Victor unite to 
create one team? 

Volleyball Vibe
(Sports Stories)
written by Karen Spafford-Fitz

Lorimer, 2020

Ria’s passion for fashion leads her mother  
to insist that she either get a job babysitting 
or join a team sport. Reluctantly, Ria goes 
out for the school volleyball team. Although 
she’s not very good initially, Ria discovers 
her own athletic capabilities and the rewards 
of challenging herself and connecting with 
others on the team.

HI-LO TEEN FICTION FOR RELUCTANT 
READERS IN GRADES 7 AND UP

Ace of Hearts
(Real Love)
written by Myriad Augustine

Lorimer, 2020

Alvin’s friends at his new school discover 
he has never actually been with a guy and 
decide to hook him up with three of the  
hottest guys in the school. But Alvin isn’t  
sure he’s interested in getting physical ever, 
with anyone. And, if he’s not interested in 
being intimate with boys, how can he be in  
a relationship with one?

Cub
(Orca Soundings)
written by Paul Coccia

Orca Book Publishers, 2019

Theo, 17, fits the definition of a ‘cub,’ but he is 
self-conscious. He’s nervous about entering 
a cooking competition at a new trendy 
restaurant, but winning could kick-start his 
career. Theo’s obvious talent captures the 
attention of the audience and the celebrity  
restaurant owner—who seems more inter-
ested in what Theo might do outside the 
kitchen. How far is Theo willing to go?

Double or Nothing
(Orca Soundings)
written by Brooke Carter

Orca Book Publishers, 2020

Essie Tomasi is a genius. At 18, she’s already 
in her second year of pre-med. But Essie also 
struggles with a dark secret: she has a serious 
gambling problem. When Essie makes a bet 
that she can’t cover, her identical twin sister 
Aggie steps in and makes a dangerous deal.

Kryptonite
(Orca Soundings)
written by Lesley Choyce

Orca Book Publishers, 2018

Jackson knows how to get what he wants, 
and now he’s set his sights on Abby, a 
troubled girl fresh out of juvie. The trouble is,  
Abby only wants Bryce, the go-to dealer of a 
dangerous new drug. But Bryce has vanished,  
and Abby wants Jackson to find him.

No One’s Baby
(SideStreets)
written by Wanda Taylor

Lorimer, 2020

Adopted as a baby, biracial Lizzie discovers 
she’s pregnant. She decides she must find 
her birth mother before making decisions 
about her baby’s—and her own—future. 
Alone in the city where she was born, Lizzie 
gets news that her adoptive mother is ill and 
must make a decision—continue looking  
for her birth mother or return to the only 
family she’s ever known.

Powwow Summer
written by Nahanni Shingoose

Lorimer, 2019

Part Ojibwe and part French, River, 18, 
struggles with her identity. When she travels 
to the city to be with her father and  
grandmother, she learns what it means to  
be an ‘urban Indian.’ When things go wrong 
at a powwow afterparty, River learns what  
it takes to belong.

Running on Empty
(Orca Sports)
written by Sonya Spreen Bates

Orca Book Publishers, 2018

A freak accident changes everything  
for Leon. Suddenly, no more running, no 
scholarship, no college. Then he meets 
sassy Casey, and life doesn’t look so bleak. 
She even gets him running again—no more 
sprinting but longer distances. But something  
is not quite right with Casey. How can  
he help her if she won’t tell him what’s  
going on?



A is for Anemone:  
A First West Coast Alphabet
written by Robert Budd

illustrated by Roy Henry Vickers

Harbour Publishing, 2021

978-1-55017-947-7 (board book) $14.95

for Preschool to Grade 1

Board Book | Alphabet | Nature | West Coast | Indigenous

Focusing on the sights and sounds of the West Coast, this wonderful 
board book teaches the alphabet through rhythmic text. From the 
lovely jewel-toned anemones to the “Zzz snores [of] the sleeping 
grizzly,” the reader is immersed in learning about the animals and  
the natural world of the Pacific West Coast as they learn their ABC’s.
 To supplement Robert Budd’s lovely text, Roy Henry Vickers’  
(Tsimshian, Haida and Heilstsuk) colourful illustrations are out-
standing. He uses his trademark technique of ‘shadow images’ 
embossed onto the pages that add texture and depth to both the 
pictures and the story. The illustrations not only help serve to tell the 
story but also demonstrate the stunning beauty found in nature. 
 Highly recommended for home and public libraries.

Colette Poitras is a member of the Métis Nation of Alberta, holds a Master’s degree in 
Library and Information Science and is the Manager of the Indigenous Public Outreach  
for Public Library Services Branch, Alberta.

Where’s Bunny?
written by Theo Heras

illustrated by Renné Benoit

Pajama Press, 2021

978-1-77278-225-7 (board book) $13.95

for Babies and Preschoolers

Board Book | Sibling Relationships | Bedtime

Theo Heras’ Where’s Bunny? is a celebration of siblings helping each 
other settle into bedtime routines. Babies, toddlers and preschoolers 
will relate to the adorable young boy who is helped by his caring big 
sister to put away toys, bathe, read a story and snuggle. Of course, 
bedtime isn’t easy since nothing can happen when Bunny is out of 
the boy’s arms! The warm, simple, sensory words chosen by Heras 
will remind children of the tickle of bath water and soothing of  
lullabies. The bedtime checklist included at the end of the story will 
be helpful for young preschoolers and their families to establish 
healthy bedtime routines. 
 Renné Benoit’s playful illustrations will delight readers of all ages. 
Young readers will enjoy locating Bunny, who is soft, cuddly and 
never far out of sight. The children are the primary focus of the 
illustrations. Even though parents are never pictured, the illustrations 
make it clear that the children are lovingly supervised. This book 
allows readers to decide what a family should look like and offers a 
refreshingly positive BIPOC image. Younger children will be drawn  
to the big baby faces. Parents will appreciate the positive sibling  
relationship illustrated throughout this work. This storybook is  
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meant to be shared with babies, toddlers and preschool-aged  
children and would work well as a read-aloud shared with a small 
group. It would make an excellent addition to daycare, preschool  
and public library collections.

Krista Jorgensen is a former public librarian currently residing in Calgary, Alberta. 
She is homeschooling her two children.

Can You Imagine?
written and illustrated by Wallace Edwards

North Winds Press/Scholastic Canada, 2021

978-1-443-17043-7 (hc) $19.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Fiction | Imagination | Inspiration | Creativity

A pig is stymied by a blank canvas. He loves  
to draw but admits, “today I don’t feel inspired.” Hoping a change of 
scenery will offer some fresh ideas, he heads outdoors and embarks 
on a fantastical journey. The pig zips along circuitous routes in ever-
transforming modes of transportation, from a race car with a light-
ning bolt design to a teacup unicycle. He shares the road with other 
artistic travellers, including a skateboarding tiger, a fish pedalling a 
penny farthing, and a frog hitching a ride on the shell of a tortoise.
 The understated, minimal first-person narration is accompanied 
by luxuriantly surreal pencil, watercolour and gouache illustrations 
that demand close inspection and paint very different pictures. In 
the woods, the pig thinks he sees a bunny behind a bush. Attentive 
readers are rewarded with discovering many more sights, like a tiny 
elephant with wings, a singing carrot, and a gigantic rabbit in a red 
blazer holding a goblet.
 When the pig encounters roadblocks along the way, he tries a 
different approach, and when unsure of where a path might lead, he 
allows his imagination the freedom to wander. This flight of fancy 
comes full circle, and the pig returns home to his studio with a 
fresh understanding of where inspiration can be found. Just like the 
creative process itself, Governor General’s Literary Award-winning 
author and illustrator Wallace Edwards’ exceptional exploration offers 
many surprises.

Linda Ludke is a librarian in London, Ontario.
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Hardcover 8”x10” 
24 pages  $16.95 
ISBN: 9781772056273

Our Farm in the City by Kalli Dakos is a 
children’s book about a special farm 
in the city of Ottawa. With gorgeous 
illustrations and engaging text, it is sure to 
inspire little ones to learn more about the 
wonderful world of agriculture. 
Can you guess which farm it is?

www.dc-canada.ca

Ride, Gabe, Ride
Wilfred Burton & Lucille Scott

R I D E  A C R O S S  T H E  P L A I N S  W I T H  G A B R I E L  D U M O N T ! 
Based on historic events, Ride, Gabe, Ride! tells the tale of a 
dangerous, exhilarating hunt led by famed Métis buffalo hunter, 
Gabriel Dumont. Contains glossary of Michif and English words. 

978-1-988783-68-0 

orders@ynwp.ca

$14.95 • 11.75 x 9 • 32 pp 
Soft Cover

1 • 306 • 564 • 4957

It Fell from the Sky
written and illustrated by The Fan Brothers

Simon & Schuster Books for young Readers, 2021

978-1-5344-5762-1 (hc) $23.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Materialism | Philanthropy | Insects | 

Mysterious Object | Perceptions

Falling from the sky, a multi-coloured glass marble lands in the grass 
and causes much excitement amid the insect world. What is it? Where 
has it come from? Opinions about its origin and nature vary: The 
Stinkbug speculates that it has grown from the ground. Others pre-
sume it to be either a fallen star, a comet, a small planet, or a magical 
chrysalis. Everyone, however, agrees that it is the most wondrous 
object that they have ever seen. Having fallen near the Spider’s house, 
the calculating arachnid convinces the others that the rarity belongs 
solely to him and thus proceeds to build a Grand Exhibit to properly 
show it off. Pretending to have the other insects’ best interests at 
heart, he charges admission, only to further increase the entrance 
fee and decrease the viewing time when he observes how popular 
‘WonderVille’ is. But when everyone ceases showing up, what is the 
Spider to do? To make matters worse, a five-legged creature steals 
the object from him and returns it back to the sky.
 Rife with mystery and charm, Terry and Eric Fan have created a 
marvellous story about the negative effects of materialism, the power 
of sharing and the importance of friends. Rendered in graphite and 
digitally, the artwork is stunning. The insects, some looking grand in 
their elegant Victorian hats, are beautifully portrayed with great detail. 
Primarily illustrated in shades of grey, the only colours emanating 
from the pages are from the green admission tickets, the found 
objects on the final pages and, most importantly, the yellow, lime  
and turquoise swirls of that otherworldly glass marble that has  
transformed an entire ecosystem into a community filled with  
fascination and awe.

Senta Ross is a former elementary teacher and teacher-librarian.

The Land Puffin
written and illustrated by Lori Doody

Nimbus Publishing, 2021

978-1-7710-8935-7 (pb) $12.95

978-1-7710-8462-8 (eBook) $8.99

for Preschool to Grade 1

Picture Book | Individuality | Celebrating Differences | 

Puffins | Maritimes  

Pete wants to be a puffin and live by the sea, particularly since  
he’s heard that puffins are occasionally called “sea parrots” and that 
he comes from a long line of seafaring parrots (such as great-grand-
mother Polly Pirate and grandfather Paulie Privateer). So he leaves  
his city home and finds a circus of puffins, who are very kind and  
gracious, bringing him lots of fish to eat. But Pete doesn’t like eating 
fish. He also doesn’t enjoy swimming, sitting on rocks all day, or 
sleeping outside all night. With no other choice, Pete sets off again, 
looking for something different. When he comes across a lighthouse, 
he not only knows this to be his perfect home, but he also discovers 
lots of puffins to be his friends and to welcome him as he is, the  
one and only land puffin. 
 Doody’s text is spare, the playful tale told simply in narrative form, 
with occasional vocalizations by Pete interspersed throughout. Pete 
is an endearing and engaging character, wanting to be himself while 
pursuing places and friends that interest him. The illustrations, which 
are described as folk art-inspired, are bold and bright, complementing 

Hold That Thought!
written by Bree Galbraith

illustrated by Lynn Scurfield  

Owlkids Books, 2021

978-1-7714-7294-4 (hc) $ 19.95

for Preschool to Grade 2

Picture Book | Ideas | Imagination | Creativity | 

Inclusion | Perseverance l Friendship

Deep in the night, Finn is awakened by an idea rustling around inside 
their head, though still too fuzzy to describe. In the morning, the  
idea begins to sprout. When they share the idea with their friends,  
the others see possibilities too and encourage Finn to keep working  
it out and letting the idea grow. After school, Otis knocks the idea  
out of their hand, saying it’s weird and he’s never seen one like it.  
But Finn knows the idea is exactly how it should be. Soon their friends 
are lending thoughts, enabling the idea to grow exponentially. 
 Finn’s excitement about their idea’s immense number of  
potentialities is as infectious to the reader as it is to their brother and 
friends. Scurfield’s illustrations are beautiful, never defining in any way 
what the idea may be or may become, but always keeping it magically 
mysterious and open to possibilities. Otis’ own idea is portrayed  
rock-like, restricted in its potential, and weighty in his hand. Only 
when he allows himself to open up his mind does his idea suddenly 
quicken and begin to change into something unexpected, something 
that he realizes must join with Finn’s. There is no telling where Finn’s 
idea will take everyone or what will become of it. There is only the 
undisguised joy in the power of creativity and in the uncertainty of 
where it can lead.

Ken Kilback is a writer and primary teacher in Vancouver.

The Cow Said BOO!
written by Lana Button

illustrated by Alice Carter

Pajama Press, 2021

978-1-77278-216-5 (hc) $19.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 2 

Picture Book | Farm Animals | Bravery | 

Rhyming Text

A cow’s congestion causes consternation on the farm. Woozy and 
miserable from a head cold, the bleary bovine doesn’t feel or sound 
like herself. Her usual genteel salutations of “moo” come out as 
“BOO!” When she accidentally stumbles into some washing hung out 
to dry and gets tangled in a bedsheet, she doesn’t look like herself 
anymore either. Her barnyard pals don’t recognize her and react with 
alarm. In the evening, too stuffed up to sleep, the cow spies a foxy 
intruder and knows exactly what to do to bravely save her friends.   
 Alice Carter’s watercolour illustrations have autumnal background 
details, with bales of hay, pumpkins in the field, and a whimsical  
jack-o-lantern T-shirt blowing on the clothesline. To show their 
appreciation, the animals comfort their under-the-weather hero  
with sweet gestures: the goat offers tissues, the pig plays a song on  
a ukulele, and the horse brings a bowl of soup.  
 This boisterously fun picture book offers plenty of wordplay and 
a healthy dose of humour, from the rooster’s musings of “What do 
we cock-a-doodle-do?” to the catchy refrain of “the cow said BOO!”  
Perfect for reading aloud, there are many opportunities for active 
participation, including a review of handwashing hygiene on the  
endpapers to “Scare away colds.” 

Linda Ludke

Everybody!
written and illustrated by Elise Gravel

Scholastic Canada, 2021

978-1-443-19167-8 (hc) $19.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 2

Fiction | Respect | Kindness | Acceptance | Empathy

Everybody is different and unique, but there are  
many ways that we’re all the same. This whimsical 

picture book shows young readers ways in which everybody is the 
same, from feelings to physical needs, while remaining individual. 
Colourful monsters show everyday situations that children may find 
themselves in—from being embarrassed to needing to be loved. 
Everybody! does an excellent job of including negative and positive 
needs, situations and feelings that young readers will find relatable 
and easy to understand.
 The sentence structure is short and easy to comprehend. The  
word “everybody” is bold and colourful every time it is used, making 
it easy for young readers to understand the importance of the word. 
Illustrations are colourful and attention-grabbing, demonstrating 
clear differences in appearance between the characters. 
 Everybody! is a good book for parents to read with their children to 
help teach that while we are all different, we all have the same needs 
and feelings. 

Meagan Richards started her library career in public libraries and quickly developed 
a soft spot for junior and yA literature through collection development and programming. 
She continues to read yA titles regularly in her spare time. 

Harley the Hero
written and illustrated by Peggy Collins

Pajama Press, 2021

978-1-77278-195-3 (hc) $22.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Service Animals | Dogs | 

Neurodivergence | Friendship | Courage

Every day Harley comes to school with Ms. Prichard to help her feel 
safe. Harley stays close to Ms. Prichard all day and always keeps one 
eye open so he can see everything. The students in the class are not 
allowed to interact with Harley when he has his vest on, so they send 
him ‘Animail’ and leave him treats. Ms. Prichard’s class is the quietest 
in the school.
 One day the stage curtains catch fire, and everything becomes  
very loud. The fire alarms ring and ring, and there is even smoke. 
Most of the children head to the door, but Amelia, who doesn’t like 
loud noises, runs the other way. Harley drags Ms. Prichard back to 
her desk to find Amelia hiding underneath. Ms. Prichard, Amelia and 
Harley crawl down the hallway to safety and everyone cheers. Harley 
is a hero!
 Peggy Collins once visited a classroom where the teacher had a 
service dog. She based this book on the real teacher, Sherri Richards, 
and the real-life service dog, Stanley. You’ll find an Author’s Note 
about the real dog behind the fictional Harley at the back of the book. 
Collins brings the children in this story to life with vivid colours and 
expressive characters. The students are from diverse backgrounds, 
represent multiple exceptionalities, and Harley is a most endearing 
pup who loves to lick people’s feet. I would highly recommend 
sharing this book to teach about service animals and to begin  
discussions about children and adults with ‘invisible disabilities.’

Sandra O’Brien is a former teacher and editor who has two beautiful dogs of her own. 
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the text nicely. Pete encourages us to be ourselves and to seek  
relationships with others who don’t want to change us but welcome 
us and accept us for who we are. 

Ken Kilback

Little Moar and the Moon
written by Roselynn Akulukjuk

illustrated by Jazmine Gubbe

Inhabit Media, 2021

978-1-77227-299-4 (hc) $17.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Indigenous | Fear and Courage | 

Family and Friendship | Imagination | Nature and Seasons

Little Moar and the Moon, by Nunavut author Roselynn Akulukjuk 
and illustrated by Jazmine Gubbe, is a charming and relatable picture 
book about family and friendship, fear of the unknown, the power 
and beauty of nature and the value of courage—all neatly tucked 
within 28 heartwarming pages. 
 Young and energetic Moar has always loved the fall season—
playing baseball outdoors with friends and the feeling of the cooler 
weather—but he is also fearful of the moon. With autumn, the 
daylight doesn’t last very long, and the big moon, with its eerie face 
and strange half smile, is always looking right down at Moar, espe-
cially before he can get home safely from school! One day, Moar is 
determined to get home before the moon comes out. But he gets 
sidetracked, playing some outdoor games with friends and helping 
his cousin feed his uncle’s 10 sled dogs. Before he realizes it, darkness 
has settled in, and the faint glow of the moon is visible behind the 
clouds. Can Moar get home before the clouds disappear and avoid 
the ever-scary moon and its creepy, glaring face?
 Jazmine Gubbe, an Ontario-based illustrator, brings Moar, his 
friends, family and Mother Nature brilliantly to life. Presented entirely 
in double-page spreads, with a pleasing mix of earthy blues, mauves, 
pinks and purples juxtaposed against brighter oranges, yellows and 
white tones, Gubbe’s textural drawings expertly depict the varied 
emotions and actions of each character, cleverly complementing  
the text and adding both dimension and synergy.
 Published by Inhabit Media, the first independent publishing 
company in Nunavut and an Inuit-owned publishing company that 
“aims to promote and preserve the stories, knowledge, and talent 
of northern Canada,” this book presents an ideal vehicle to teach 
curious minds new words and help foster a growing appreciation  
for other languages and cultures, but only one reference is made to 
an Inuit word, ujuruk (meaning “a male’s sister’s child”), throughout.  
A short glossary of Inuit words and their English meanings would 
have been a most welcome addition to this sweet tale.
 An engaging read, Little Moar and the Moon serves as an effective 
educational tool for teachers, librarians and families to introduce the 
concept of fearing the unknown to young readers, sparking much 
conversation about strength and courage, and confronting and 
overcoming misgivings and anxieties. The book also offers readers 
a chance to share what frightens them and possible ways to tackle 
those fears, helping children develop determination, kindness and 
empathy. This affecting story is also an opportunity to encourage 
research about not only the moon and all its wonders, but also  
other natural phenomena (including the seasons) occurring on this 
beautiful planet we call home and beyond.

Jennifer D. Foster is a Toronto-based freelance editor, writer and mentor, and her 
company is Planet Word.

Little Narwhal, Not Alone
written by Tiffany Stone

illustrated by Ashlyn Anstee

Greystone Kids, 2021

978-1-77164-620-8 (hc) $22.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Narwhal and Beluga Whales |  

Friendship | Inclusion | Empathy | Animal Behaviour

Although little narwhal loves his Arctic home, he longs to explore 
new vistas. Embarking on an adventure, he mistakenly swims so far 
from home that he is too frightened to return on his own. “Open 
space and different sounds./ Narwhal’s found a new playground./ 
WHEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE! A perfect place to share./ Except there are  
no narwhals there....” Far away from his familiar frozen environs, he 
feels fearful and lonely while seeking out other narwhals without 
success. However, it is his good fortune to meet a pod of belugas 
that welcomes and befriends the little whale despite their differ-
ences. They don’t eat the same foods or speak the same language, 
but common ground is discovered when little narwhal knows exactly 
what to do during playtime.
 Based on a true story about an unlikely friendship between two  
different whale species, Tiffany Stone’s poetic text, employing word-
play, rhymes and alliteration, brings this unusual tale to life. Included 
is a summary from a marine biologist describing the real-life event 
concerning a young narwhal being adopted by beluga whales in the 
St. Lawrence River.
 Ashlyn Anstee’s engaging illustrations, rendered in a combination 
of gouache, crayons and Adobe Photoshop, transport readers to an 
underwater journey filled with both challenges and joy. One soon 
won’t forget the intrepid little narwhal as he courageously navigates 
the ebbs and flows of life.

Senta Ross 

The Loudest Bark 
written by Gail Marlene Schwartz and Lucie Gagnon

illustrated by Amélie Ayotte

Rebel Mountain Press, 2021

917-1-989996-03-4 (hc) $19.95

for Junior Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Gender Identity | Friendship | Family

In Schwartz and Gagnon’s whimsical picture book, young Samuel 
lives a quiet life with their parents and a goldfish, Bubble, but they 
long for adventure. Samuel’s quiet home life stands in stark contrast 
to the kooky sounds that burst out of their babysitter Chloe’s home, 
where there is funky music, dog barks, and enough funny noises to 
make your head spin. Chloe works as a costume designer, and young 
readers will be delighted by the variety of outfits, including Victorian 
gowns and yellow bird suits, seen amongst her rows of costumes. 
After Chloe shows Samuel a new dazzling dress that she had been 
working on, Samuel reveals to Chloe that their real name is Simone, 
but they haven’t figured out how to tell their parents yet. 
 This delightful story encourages children to defy traditional gender 
norms and explore their identity and serves as a wonderful resource 
for parents and teachers who want to start a conversation with young 
children about gender identity. Chloe’s unwavering support and 
acceptance of Simone’s identity is heartwarming, and one will end 
the text wishing that they could dance around Chloe’s house to music 
with her and Simone. Readers will also surely be delighted by Chloe’s 
furry companion, aptly named Piano for her black and white spots, 
who delivers a set of four puppies that Simone names Hamlet, Zeus, 
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annick press
www.annickpress.com  Available from your favourite bookstore

The POWer 
Of Reading

LIVING WITH VIOLA
A middle-grade graphic novel that takes a creative, 
supportive look at living with anxiety.
978-1-77321-549-5 PB  | 978-1-77321-548-8 HC
Ages 9–12 | October

WELCOME TO THE CYPHER 
Words burn bright in this joyful celebration of rap, 
creativity, and self-expression.
978-1-77321-563-1 HC | Ages 4–7 | October

THUNDER AND THE NOISE STORMS
When the world gets too loud and chaotic, a young 
boy’s mosom helps him listen with wonder instead.  
978-1-77321-558-7 HC | Ages 4–7 | October

The Sour Cherry Tree
written by Naseem Hrab

illustrated by Nahid Kazemi

Owlkids Books, 2021

978-1-77147-414-6 (hc) $19.95

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Grandparents | Death | Grief | Memories

In the days following the death of her grandfa-
ther, a young girl accompanies her mother to his empty home. As the 
child meanders from room to room, the objects she comes across 
remind her of her beloved Baba Bozorg. Many times had she jumped 
on his bed to wake him up. The pockets of his shirts and pants had 
previously held mints, but now all she can find are empty wrappers. 
Seeing his favourite teacup and samovar evokes thoughts of the fig 
cookies he frequently gave her. The games of hide and seek... the old 
toys she played with that had belonged to her mother when she was 
a little girl.... Although the grandfather spoke Farsi and his grand-
daughter English, they understood and loved each other.
 Told from the viewpoint of a child, Naseem Hrab has written a  
poignant story surrounding a death that transcends language and 
cultures. The feeling of emptiness looms as memories of happier 
times engulf one’s being. As mother and daughter depart Baba’s 
home, the child holding her grandfather’s slippers, both stand  
underneath the giant sour cherry tree in front. “‘I was your age when 
he planted it,’ she [mother] says. I touch the tree trunk with my hand. 
The leaves rustle in the wind. Whenever we left Baba Bozorg’s house, 
he would wave at us until I couldn’t see him anymore.” The mother 
and daughter wave, but there is no wave returned.
 Nahid Kazemi’s contemplative artwork, rendered in chalk pastels 
and coloured pencils, is gentle and muted, reflecting the tenor of 
sadness and memory. One exception is the girl’s vivid skirt, depicted 
page after page, providing a note of optimism.

Senta Ross

Starboy: Inspired by  
the Life and Lyrics of David Bowie
written and illustrated by Jami Gigot

Henry Holt & Company, 2021

978-1-250-23943-3 (hc) $25.99

For Kindergarten to Grade 2

Picture Book | Music | Self-Expression | Dance

From his little bedroom in London, David can hear the chattering of 
stars and feels connected to the entire universe. At school, the other 
children think that David is from another planet as he shimmies and 
shakes and lets his imagination run wild. When David tries to shut out 
what makes him different, he learns that the chatter of the stars is 
inside of him. By turning what he feels into music, he is able to share 
the star energy inside of him with his classmates.
 Whimsical self-expression abounds in this fictional story inspired 
by the life and music of musician David Bowie. Beautifully illustrated 
and filled with vibrant colours that contrast the greys of London, this 
book shines with imagination. While adults will associate the book 
with David Bowie, young readers don’t need to make the connection 
to enjoy this book about a lonely boy who dances with the stars. The 
book’s back matter features a note from the author about the real 
David Bowie, a list of fun facts and sources. With simple and rhythmic 
prose that matches the glowing illustrations, this book is a reminder 
that all of us can be heroes.

Emma Hunter is the Marketing & Communications Coordinator for the Canadian 
Children’s Book Centre and considers herself a Stargirl.

to marvel at their creation. A place to come together, to share stories 
once again. A table to make memories. A table stronger, more  
beautiful than ever.” The final scene depicts Violet and her family 
congregating around the newly created table, happily savouring their 
time with one another again.
 Peter H. Reynolds has written a cautionary tale about how the  
lure of technology can result in people drifting apart. How inspiring, 
then, to witness the efforts of a perceptive young protagonist in 
reconnecting the members of her family with each other and to 
much-loved traditions.
 Reynolds’ signature watercolour illustrations, evolving from purple 
monochrome when Violet is alone to a jubilant explosion of colour 
when the family gathers around the table once more, will hold 
readers’ attention with their charm and detail. His spare hand-lettered 
text type is particularly attractive.

Senta Ross

Sour Cakes
written by Karen Krossing

illustrated by Anna Kwan

Owlkids Books, 2021

978-1-7714-7397-2 (hc) $19.95

for Preschool to Grade 2

Picture Book | Emotional Acceptance | Compassion | 

Feelings | Siblings | Imagination and Play

Karen Krossing’s debut picture book explores the challenges of being 
a little kid having big feelings that are hard to deal with. When little 
sister wakes up feeling sour, her older sister tries to cheer her up 
with suggestions that she uses to help her deal with her own difficult 
feelings. When they don’t work, she turns to empathy and meets her 
little sister where she is, helping her to contextualize her sour day and 
work her way through it. Krossing’s story emphasizes the importance 
of the message “It’s okay to not be okay” and gives young children 
a model for how to listen to the needs of those around them. It’s a 
wonderful antidote to the toxic positivity that many children receive 
when they are really looking for a compassionate ear. The story itself 
is easy to understand with its simple narrative, and its lyricism and 
applicability make it a beautiful jumping-off point for conversations 
about mental health as a broader topic. 
 The artwork of illustrator and comic creator Anna Kwan enlivens 
the text with bold, simple and rich little details that create beautiful 
movement and momentum for the reader. Through her use of font 
size and sketch-style drawings, she brings to life the juxtaposition of 
the sisters that Krossing has created with the story’s text. This creative 
team has produced an uplifting and meaningful story about difficult 
feelings, the strategies we use to express them, and a reminder that 
there are supportive people you can turn to.

Ashley Pamenter works as a Learning and Development coordinator with Girl Guides 
of Canada–Guides du Canada. She is currently the co-chair of the Red Maple Steering 
Committee and supports the Cobourg Public Library with their virtual author interviews.

Neptune, and Little Miss. Despite their pleading, Simone’s parents at 
first refuse to adopt any of the boisterous new puppies, but after a 
considerate consultation with Chloe, Simone’s parents provide their 
child with an incredible gift—Little Miss! 
 The book finishes on a beautiful note as Simone’s parents affirm 
their identity by calling them by their new name, and Simone assures 
readers that their home is no longer quiet but filled with dog barks.

Kayla O’Brien is working towards her Master’s in English Literature at Queen’s University.

My Mad Hair Day
written and illustrated by Nathalie Dion

Groundwood Books, 2021

978-1-77306-511-3 (hc) $18.99

978-1-77306-512-0 (eBook) $16.99

for Preschool to Grade 1

Picture Book | Humour | Self-Acceptance

A white, curly-hair girl named Malie wakes to 
a “huge tangled mess” of hair that she fails to tame with comb or 
cap. Malie would prefer to stay inside on this bad-hair day, but Mama 
assigns her errands. Outside, wind and rain make Malie’s hair “even 
hairier.” It gathers cupcakes at the baker’s, envelops a piano, and 
cushions the landing of a tricycle-riding Black girl “with curly hair of 
her own.” Frustrated, Malie gives herself a time-out in a park, ignoring 
her hair and what it’s collected, until she discovers it’s brought her a 
new friend, music, and a snack to share.
 My Mad Hair Day presents a hilariously exaggerated view of the 
trials of curly hair, drawing on the personal experience of award-win-
ning illustrator Nathalie Dion in her authorial debut. This is not a story 
about racialized hair, although Dion gives a nod to it. Rather, Malie’s 
story is one of accepting oneself, moving from her urge to hide into a 
healthier identity. Dion paints Malie’s curls as an uncontrollable cloud 
that brightens the town—shown in muted greys and pinks—and Malie 
is diminutive in comparison to her massive hair, signifying how our 
problems can appear larger than life.
 An engaging, unruly romp that untangles the route to 
self-acceptance.

Karen Krossing is an author for kids and teens (Sour Cakes, Fall 2021).

Our Table
written and illustrated by Peter H. Reynolds

Orchard Books/Scholastic Inc., 2021

978-1-338-57232-2 (hc) $22.99

978-1-338-80823-0 (eBook) $19.99

for Kindergarten to Grade 3

Picture Book | Family Togetherness | Traditions | 

Technology | Gratitude

A young girl, Violet, recalls a time when a special table played  
a central role in her family. “She remembered... gathering food...  
preparing the table... cooking meals... lighting candles. So many 
stories. Laughter, singing, celebrating, sharing. Making memories 
together.” Sadly, Violet now finds that her family has drifted apart, 
each distracted by technology. Her father passes the time in front of 
a big screen, her mother chats quietly on her smartphone, while her 
older brother plays computer games. With no one to gather around it, 
the table grows smaller and smaller until it actually disappears. 
 Rallying her family to search their digital gadgets for carpentry 
instructions on how to construct a new table and then soliciting 
their assistance to create it, Violet reminds them of the quality time 
they used to spend together. “When they were done, Violet paused 

30  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS  fall 2021 WWW.BooKCEnTRE.Ca WWW.BooKCEnTRE.Ca  fall 2021  CANADIAN CHILDREN’S BOOK NEWS   31  

REVIEWS RECOMMENDED BOOKS



A SURE CURE FOR WITCHCRAFT
Laura Best

$13.95  | middle-grade historical fiction
978-1-77108-977-7

192 pages | PB | Ages 8–12

BE A CAMOUFLAGE DETECTIVE
Looking for Critters That are Hidden, 

Concealed, or Covered
Be A Nature Detective series

Peggy Kochanoff

$14.95 | children’s non-fiction
978-1-77471-000-5

56 pages | PB | Ages 7–12

A VERY SILLY ALPHABET
Words by Jeannie Hillman

Art by Sarah Shortliffe

$13.95 | children’s poetry
978-1-77471-014-2

32 pages | PB | Ages 3-7

SLOWPOKE THE BELL ISLAND 
MINE HORSE

Words by Heather Smith
Art by Genevieve Simms

$22.95 | children’s picture book
978-1-77471-024-1

32 pages | HC | Ages 4–8

@nimbuspub or nimbus.ca

The Dollhouse: A Ghost Story
written by Charis Cotter

Tundra Books, 2021

978-0-7352-6906-4 (hc) $21.99

978-0-7352-6907-1 (eBook) $10.99

for Grades 4 and up

Fiction | Family | Resilience | History | Mystery | Ghosts

Alice’s world is falling apart. First, her parents 
cancel their annual summer cottage trip, and then her mom drags her 
to some small town where her mom will be a live-in nurse to a rich 
old lady. The old house is spooky and intimidating and is made even 
creepier by Alice’s discovery of a dollhouse that’s an exact copy of the 
house she’s living in. Then she wakes up and finds a girl in her bed—
one who looks a lot like one of the dolls from the dollhouse. Alice 
knows she has to solve the mystery, but what will it reveal? 
 Spending the summer in a creepy old house with a sick old lady is 
the last thing that Alice wants to do, but when her parents decide to 
separate, she has no choice but to go with her mom. The house is 
old, perfectly immaculate, and deliciously creepy, and Charis Cotter 
does a fantastic job of setting the stage for the mystery yet to come. 
 Things get even stranger when Alice finds herself travelling back 
in time to the era of the dollhouse, interacting with two young girls 
who resemble the dolls in the dollhouse. Alice is certain that the girls 
are ghosts, but the girls insist that she’s the ghost, which of course, is 
part of the mystery. Adding to the suspense is the fact that with each 
interaction, the dollhouse changes, with some aspects bleeding into 
Alice’s contemporary life. 
 Who the girls are and how they are connected to Alice are the 
novel’s central questions, and young sleuths will be riveted until the 
very end, when all is revealed. Highly recommended for fans of ghost 
stories and mysteries.

Rachel Seigel is the Fiction Production Manager (Juvenile to Adult) at the Library 
Services Centre.

Houston, Is There a Problem?
written by Eric Walters

Orca Book Publishers, September 2021

978-1-45982-873-5 (pb) $10.95

978-1-45982-875-9 (eBook) $8.99

for Grades 4 to 7

Fiction | Space Exploration | Leadership |  

Perseverance | Friendship | Summer Camp | NASA

Houston Williams has just finished eighth grade, and while money 
is tight at home, he has just been selected to receive a full scholar-
ship to a two-week summer space camp. At camp, he hits it off right 
away with a clever and confident girl named Teal but finds himself 
butting heads with Ashley—a girl with a competitive streak who has 
been assigned to an opposing team. As the days progress at camp, 
however, Houston soon realizes that space camp is not exactly what 
it seems. It turns out to be a testing ground to choose members for 
NASA’s new Teen Astronaut Program, part of a larger mission that  
will study how humans of various ages respond to extended time  
in space.
 Eric Walters has composed a storyline that will appeal to young 
space enthusiasts. 
 Real-life details involved in space training are sure to intrigue. 
Readers will question whether they, too, would be able to assemble a 
plastic 3D model at the bottom of a pool, remain calm as their cap-
sule fills with water, or keep from bringing up their breakfast when the 
Vomit Comet drops into free-fall rendering its passengers weightless. 

Borders
written by Thomas King

illustrated by Natasha Donovan

HarperCollins Canada, 2021

978-1-44-346067-5 (pb) $21.99

for Grades 5 and up

Graphic Novel | Indigenous Identity | Belonging | Pride 

Based on the short story, Borders is about a young 
Blackfoot boy, his mom, his sister, and what happens when he and  
his mom drive to visit his sister in Salt Lake City, across the border.  
We follow the story through the young boy’s eyes as he witnesses  
the sometimes strained relationship between his mom and sister. 
Sister wants a bigger and better life and moves from the reservation 
to the city. Mom and son find themselves in limbo between the  
Canadian and US border when they decide to visit sister and mom  
is asked to state her nationality. She is Blackfoot. She repeats this 
several times as various border guards interview her.  
 This is a quiet statement about the externally imposed identities 
that Indigenous people must often deal with. They are turned back 
and spend most of the day in the duty-free shop. The same thing 
happens when they try to return to Canada and she responds to 
nationality questions in the same manner. Son hopes one day that  
he can be as proud as his mother. Eventually, the media are alerted 
and only then are they able to continue on with their trip. 
 On the surface Borders is a simple story, but the many layers of 
family angst and the very multi-dimensional concept of who we are, 
where we come from and how we name ourselves is brilliantly  
conveyed through King’s word and Donovan’s illustrations. 

Nancy Cooper is from the Chippewas of Rama First Nation in southern Ontario. She is 
the First Nation Consultant at the Southern Ontario Library Service and is the author of 
The Trading Tree, published by The Prince’s Trust and the Ontario Water Centre.

Cranky Chicken
written and illustrated by Katherine Battersby

Simon & Schuster Books for young Readers, 2021

978-1-53446-988-4 (hc) $15.99

978-1-53446-990-7 (pb) $11.99

for Grades 1 to 3

Fiction | Friendship | Feelings | Fear | Humour | Loneliness

Cranky Chicken is not amused. The sun is too sunny, rain is too rainy, 
and dirt is just way too dirty. When Cranky Chicken lashes out at an 
impertinent leaf, she is surprised to encounter a worm named Speedy 
whose positive outlook slowly wears away at Cranky Chicken’s 
cantankerous defences. Three story vignettes about Cranky Chicken 
and her friendship with Speedy the worm are interspersed with “Silly 
Stuff” and “Funny Things”—sections that feature amusing tidbits such 
as Cranky Chicken’s various cranky pants, as well as suggestions as to 
why the (cranky) chicken really crossed the road.
 Katherine Battersby’s cartoon layout using a pastel palette invites 
young readers in. There is a great deal of visual humour that children 
will enjoy starting with Cranky Chicken’s cranky face. A panel fea-
turing Speedy the worm with a “spooky read” entitled The Early Bird 
is one of many ticklers to encounter. While the storyline may appear 
somewhat silly at first glance, it is deceptive in its appeal: emotions 
such as loneliness and fear are brought to the fore, as well as the 
capacity for friendship to transform one’s outlook. Reluctant readers 
who can become overwhelmed with too much text will find this to be 
a tasty book served up in bite-sized morsels. Leave it lying around to 
tempt potential bookworms.

Ildiko Sumegi is a reviewer from Ottawa who blogs about inspirational children’s books 
at beyondtheglassmountains.com.
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“This introduction to LGBTQ human rights for
young children is a gentle and eff ective one.” 
~Kirkus Reviews

Nominated for 2021 Silver Birch Express Award
and 2021 Rocky Mountain Book Award 
When life in Indonesia becomes too dangerous 
for LGBTQ people, Ghost and her two dads are 
forced to escape to freedom in Canada.

978-1-989996-03-4 H
C $19.95 Ages 4-8

978-1-7753019-4-3 H
C $21.99 Ages 4-10

Samuel knows that their real name is Simone, but 
things at their house are too quiet to think about 
how to tell their parents. When costume designer, 
Chloe, moves in across the street with a dog about 
to have puppies, life becomes bigger, louder, and 
more colourful. And so does Simone. 
French-language version- Quels jappements!
978-1-989996-04-1 PB $13.95 Ages 4-8

LGBTQ+

rebelmountainpress.com



Take Readers on 
an Adventure!an Adventure!

The thrilling 
sequel in a queer 
duology set in a 
world of witches, 
ghosts, and 
misfi ts fi ghting to 
save the Earth.
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A charming  
story of two 
urban coyotes 
whose friendship 
is tested as they 
struggle 
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A gripping 
prehistoric tale 
of two Ice Age 
teens separated 
from their tribes 
who must work 
together to fi nd 
their families.
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I’m Good and Other Lies
written by Bev Katz Rosenbaum

DCB, 2021

978-1-77086-632-4 (pb) $15.95

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Addiction | Family Dynamics | Coming-of-Age

I’m Good and Other Lies is a timely coming-of 
age-novel that focuses on the newly real struggle 

of teens navigating a dysfunctional family life while being in COVID 
lockdown. Kelsey Kendler must finish her grade 12 year in a new 
school after her family relocates due to financial struggles. Her 
mother is no longer hireable as a comedic actress due to her  
spiralling addictions, and her emotionally distant father is unable 
to provide any form of support, thus forcing Kelsey to navigate her 
senior year and a new school on her own. When the COVID virus 
spreads at an alarming rate shutting down schools and businesses, 
Kelsey must learn to cope in a new world of isolation.
 I’m Good and Other Lies is a story of resilience. The novel focuses 
on the reality of teenage friendships, particularly in light of the pan-
demic and its impact on social relationships and educational settings.  
Kelsey, the protagonist, is a realistic character who, despite the mul-
tiple challenges she faces, stays focused on her university goal. With 
a mother who is dominated by addictions and a father who removes 
himself from the struggle, Kelsey must learn who she can depend on. 
The novel is an excellent portrayal of the struggles many teenagers 
have experienced when forced to survive the lockdown, particularly 
in challenging family settings. Peppered with text messages, the  
first-person narration captures the voice of a Grade 12 teen, making it 
an ideal and engaging read for an audience aged 14 to 17. 

Mellissa Connolly is a Literacy Consultant at Brant Haldimand Norfolk Catholic District 
School Board (BHNCDSB).

Iron Widow
written by Xiran Jay zhao

Penguin Teen, 2021

978-0-7352-6993-4 (hc) $21.99

978-0-7352-6994-1 (eBook) $10.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Sexuality | Misogyny | Feminism | Power | Romance | 

Morality | Mythology

In Huaxia, boys team up with girls to pilot Chrysalises, giant trans-
forming robots which battle the aliens living beyond the great wall. 
Unfortunately for the girls, many die from the mental strain, including 
18-year-old Zetian’s sister. In a quest for revenge, Zetian offers herself 
up as a concubine pilot, planning to assassinate the pilot who killed 
her sister, but their psychic link unexpectedly kills him, earning her 
the title of Iron Widow—a feared and often silenced type of pilot who 
sacrifices boys instead of vice versa. To tame her mental strength, 
she’s paired up with the strongest and most controversial pilot in 
Huaxia, but now that Zetian has tasted power, she will stop at nothing 
to figure out the system and prevent more girls from being sacrificed. 
 Labelled The Handmaid’s Tale meets Pacific Rim, Zhao’s debut 
novel is a masterful blend of Chinese history and science fiction  
that readers won’t be able to put down. Inspired by the true story of 
Wu Zetian, the only female emperor in Chinese history, this planned 
duology reimagines her history in a futuristic setting. 
 The world of Huaxia is brilliantly crafted, and the characters are 
richly developed. Readers will immediately be rooting for Zetian to 
succeed in her quest and will enjoy following her as she transforms 
from a societal outcast to a Katniss Everdeen type of celebrity.  

 Explaining the intricacies of geocaching and the equipment used 
to assist competitors, Susan Flanagan’s attention to detail makes it 
easy to comprehend the sport’s allure. Furthermore, her expansive 
descriptions of the physical geocache locations help the reader feel 
like they are there with the competitors. The author has created fully 
fleshed characters who feel entirely relatable, as seen with Barley’s 
strategy for dealing with uncomfortable situations. First, he blurts out 
his inappropriate remarks and accusations and then he thinks about 
the consequences of his words! Barley’s dog Stanley balances the 
suspense of the story by adding comedy and levity. 
 Although there are some unrealistic or superfluous elements 
during the course of the story, The Degrees of Barley Lick has 
become one of my favourite YA adventure novels. It reinforces the 
notion that appearances can be deceiving and that situations aren’t 
always what they initially seem to be. Youth who love the outdoors 
and sports would find this book to be particularly engaging. 

Robin Ahamedi is a library technician living in Ajax, Ontario.

The Delusionist
written by Don Calame

Candlewick Press, 2021

978-0-7636-9689-4 (hc) $23.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Social Issues | Friendship | Integrity | Romance | 

Loyalty | Confidence | Magic

Fifteen-year-old Quinn and his best friend Perry 
have always performed magic as a team and are certain their act will 
be enough to impress the judges at the Masters of Magic Fantasy 
Camp audition. Unfortunately for the duo, the judges want to see 
individual acts, and performing together might disqualify them. When 
Quinn meets his idol, the Dazzling Lazlo, at a diner, he’s convinced 
his problems are solved. He’ll convince Lazlo to teach him his famous 
trick, and he’ll be a shoo-in for camp. But is Lazlo anything more  
than a washed-up magician running a con, and is Quinn willing to  
put his friendship on the line to live his dream? 
 In his new novel for young adults, Don Calame once again  
perfectly gets into the heads of teenage boys in this humorous  
novel about friendship, loyalty, and what it feels like to always be  
the sidekick. 
 Quinn is used to being the behind-the-scenes guy while his best 
friend Perry gets the spotlight. That’s why when the Magic Fantasy 
Camp audition rules state that they have to audition individually, 
Quinn is torn. Part of him is terrified to perform without Perry, while 
part of him also wants to prove that he can stand on his own.
 The characters are well-developed and likeable, the story moves 
at a swift pace, and it’s laugh-out-loud funny, which is refreshing in 
a category where funny, boy-oriented books are rare. Readers will 
identify with Quinn’s efforts to figure out who he is, all while trying to 
balance (with mixed results) his friendship with Perry, a crush on rival 
magician Dani, and his obligations to Lazlo, who may or may not ever 
teach him his trick. Calame also leaves room for further adventures of 
Quinn, Perry, and Dani, which would definitely be welcome.
 Highly recommended for readers ages 12 and up.

Rachel Seigel

Houston and his team must maintain their nerve while tackling each 
of these challenges and more. Along the way, Houston learns some-
thing about leadership, teamwork, and standing his ground under 
pressure. The serious risk incurred by those who choose to travel into 
space is brought home to young readers, as is the dedication and 
discipline required for space exploration.

Ildiko Sumegi

Valley of the Rats
written by Mahtab Narsimhan

DCB, 2021

978-1-77086-628-7 (pb) $13.95

for Grades 4 to 7

Fiction | Adventure | Mystery | Magical Realism |  

Father-Son Relationship | Acceptance

To gain his father’s acceptance, bookish germa-
phobe Krish suggests a remote camping trip to the snowy Ladakh 
Range far north of their comfortable home in Delhi. The novel opens 
with father and son lost in a frigid bamboo forest with no way to con-
tact help. Krish begins to realize that his sacrifices in facing his phobia 
and his useful erudition cannot prevent his father, an athletic nature 
photographer, from being disappointed in him. When Krish’s obser-
vations lead them to an unmarked village where the unwelcoming 
inhabitants take them in only under the promise of obeying strict 
orders, Krish and his father’s different personalities and approaches to 
life are suddenly tested in an environment where the consequences 
could be mortal. 
 Valley of the Rats is a page-turner. Narsimhan builds suspense 
by alerting the reader that the characters are harbouring secrets 
from each other and then by incrementally revealing the secrets 
throughout the chapters. Since the story is told from the perspective  
of the sympathetic and honest Krish, his horror and revulsion at the 
infestation of rats in the village and their mysterious, mutualistic 
relationship with the villagers increase the tension. The plot itself 
revolves around captivity and escape, and the chapters often end in 
cliffhangers. Moments of humour ease the anxiety.
 This book will appeal to middle-grade readers who enjoy suspense, 
adventure and a little magical realism. It is also a hopeful story for 
children who feel rejected for who they are by an admired adult.   

Aliki Tryphonopoulos is the parent of a young reader and a former children’s librarian.

The Degrees of Barley Lick
written by Susan Flanagan

Running the Goat Books & Broadsides, 2021

978-1-92791-740-4 (pb) $12.99

for Grades 9 to 12

Fiction | British Columbia | Geocaching | Bereavement | 

Adventure | Degrees

Geographically gifted, Barley is one of 15 youth 
eligible to compete in GeoFind, the largest geocaching competition 
held in lower mainland British Columbia. Other than hockey, geo-
caching is one of the few things Barley finds worth getting up for in 
the morning. With the sudden death of his father seven months ago, 
a break-up with his girlfriend Phyllis and his mother moving on with 
a new love interest named Fred, Barley feels bitter and resentful. He 
misses his father desperately and wants to win GeoFind as a tribute to 
him. When Fred wrangles Barley into assisting with a kidnapping case, 
Barley is faced with a choice: does he give up his chance to win the 
competition by helping Fred or stay true to his initial plan?
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process written by Elder Betty Ross.
 The book ends on a hopeful note, which encourages all readers to 
understand that for Indigenous Peoples, it is remembering who they 
are, by knowing and being proud of their culture, language, stories, 
ceremony and kinship, that they find strength and courage to heal. 
As Murray Sinclair notes, there is “power in telling our stories.” Once 
heard, it will change you, as the reader, “forever.” As all of us become 
aware of the truth, we can move forward in a good way.
 This is a powerful story in a slim package. Highly recommended  
for home, school and public libraries.

Colette Poitras

Walking in Two Worlds
written by Wab Kinew

Penguin Random House, 2021

978-0-7352-6900-2 (hc) $21.99

for Grades 7 to 12

Science Fiction | Culture | Anishinaabe | Indigenous

Bagonegiizhigok, or Bugz for short, is an  
Anishinaabe teen who struggles between the 

virtual world she has created within the “Floraverse” and her everyday 
life on the reserve. In the online world, Bugz has created a confident, 
powerful and sleek “versona” version of herself. In the real world, she 
has insecurities and challenges that may resonate with many teens.
 Her new friendship with Feng bleeds into both worlds, as he 
recently has moved to the rez from China. Complications arise  
within the online world they navigate, leading to difficulties in their 
blossoming real-life connection. Feng is a member of Clan:LESS and 
had found a sense of brotherhood through this misogynistic and 
antagonistic group of angry male gamers. Clan:LESS makes it their 
mission to take Bugz down within the Floraverse.
 Through the story, Bugz and Feng find that they have much in 
common, even though they were raised in entirely different cultures 
and locations in the world. Wab Kinew demonstrates that Bugz’s 
strength in the Floraverse stems from her connections to her  
Anishinaabe culture. This, too, bleeds into her real life as she also 
gains strength and confidence by connecting to her culture.
 Included is a glossary with Anishinaabe terms and a pronuncia-
tion guide, as well as a list of culturally safe resources within Canada 
and the United States. A dynamic and adventurous story, this title is 
recommended for home, school and public libraries.

Colette Poitras

The Wild Ones
written by Nafiza Azad

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2021

978-1-5344-8496-2 (hc) $24.99

978-1-5344-8498-6 (eBook) $13.99

for Grades 9 and up

Fiction | Feminist Fantasy | Magic | Resilience | Friendship

The Wild Ones refuse to be caged. They refuse to 
be silenced, and they refuse to be vulnerable. The story of the Wild 
Ones starts with Paheli, who was sold to a man by her mother in 
exchange for a favour. When she escaped, she ran into Taraana—a 
boy with stars in his eyes who was as battered as her. He gave her a 
box of stars, and with them, Paheli travelled to a place of pure magic 
called the Between. Through the years, Paheli uses the power of the 
stars to collect girls like herself, and they use their strength to save 
other girls from the same pain and the same scars. But dangerous 

forces are out to destroy Taraana. And if Taraana is no longer safe  
and free, then neither are the Wild Ones. And that is a fate they refuse 
to accept.
 Nafiza Azad’s work is a perfect balance between heart-wrenching 
reality and the thrill of the fantastical. Written in such a way as to 
reflect the characters, this story is a series of fragments and stories 
woven together seamlessly. The perspective uses the inclusive ‘we’  
to pull the reader directly into the story and the characters’ bonds.
 This story captivated me and wrapped me in its embrace as I stood 
alongside the characters and absorbed their magic and strength. 
The pieces of this story are fictional, but they represent the reality 
of so many young people. It shows the scars left hidden and how 
what’s broken can be repaired to be more beautiful than ever before. 
Anyone who’s been betrayed by the people who were supposed to 
keep them safe, who’s sought an end to pain or a reason to keep 
fighting, or even who knows the motivation of anger and injustice will 
find empowerment and hope within the pages of this story. Written 
for young adults, this book is a lesson in defiance and a reminder to 
always be wild.

Sara Rigotti

Under the Iron Bridge
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book for 
Young Readers)
written by Kathy Kacer

Second Story Press, 2021

978-1-77260-205-0 (pb) $13.95

for Grades 7 to 9

Historical Fiction | Edelweiss Pirates | Hitler Youth |  

Kristallnacht | Nazi Propaganda | 1930s Germany

It’s 1938 in Düsseldorf, Germany, and the Nazi Party is rampantly 
spreading propaganda about ‘a superior race’ and anti-Semitism.  
Paul is feeling pressured to join the Hitler Youth, which is the last thing  
he wants to do, but even his parents encourage him to join to keep  
himself safe. When he meets the Edelweiss Pirates, a group of teenage  
boys and girls who are working to undermine the growing power of 
the Nazis, he realizes he is not powerless to fight the Nazi regime. 
 As Paul discovers just how dangerous it can be to fight against the 
Third Reich and rescue Jewish people in danger, he realizes he is 
doing the only thing his conscience will allow. During the terrifying 
violence of Kristallnacht, or the Night of Broken Glass, when horrific 
anti-Semitic attacks occurred all over Germany, Paul steps up and 
tries to save his Jewish friend Analia from being sent to a concen-
tration camp. This life-changing decision will send Paul down an 
unknown and frightening path.
 Under the Iron Bridge is a riveting tale of ‘courage in the face of 
cruelty’ and will keep young readers engaged from the first chapter 
to the last. Inspired by the Edelweiss Pirates, a group that declared 
“Eternal War on the Hitler Youth,” Kathy Kacer has written a fast-
paced and enlightening piece of historical fiction. What these young 
people risked fighting against anti-Semitism was truly heroic and, 
over the course of the Second World War, became more defiant and 
dangerous. A highly recommended read for older students and those 
interested in the historical events that led up to the Holocaust. 

Sandra O’Brien

The School Between Winter and Fairyland
written by Heather Fawcett

Blazer + Bray, 2021

978-0-06-304331-2 (hc) $21.99

978-0-06-304333-6 (eBook) $11.99

for Grades 4 and up

Fiction | Fantasy | Mystery | Magic

Twelve-year-old Autumn Malog is nothing special. 
As a servant at the magical Inglenook School for young magicians, 
she’s practically invisible. But in between keeping a watchful eye on 
gardening dragons and convincing the resident boggart to behave, 
Autumn searches desperately for clues towards the truth about her 
twin brother Winter’s disappearance. No one else believes he’s alive–
they’re all resolved in the idea that he was devoured by the ferocious 
Hollow Dragon. So when the prophesied Chosen One, Cai Morrigan, 
comes to her for help, she agrees on one condition: Together, they’ll 
search the enchanted halls and uncover the dark secrets within the 
heart of Inglenook, hidden behind starlight and forgotten history.
 Heather Fawcett’s work is vivid and original as she spins together  
a fantastical world filled with hilarious oddities and rich history.  
Following the main character’s perspective, Fawcett questions the 
status quo and depicts how a person’s value is based on more than 
their expected roles.
 This stand-alone fantasy offers an insightful message about true 
heroism and how the greatest strength can come from the most 
unlikely places. Filled to the brim with quirks, mystery, and tension, 
this novel flips expectations and shows how not everything is as it 
seems. Anyone who believes they can be more than the role they 
were born into, knows the strength of friendship and family, has felt 
the weight of expectations, or who questions what others accept can 
find a companion in this wonderful story. Written for middle-grade 
readers, this book is a reminder that nothing is set and that people  
are free to choose their own paths.

Sara Rigotti is a student at the University of Ottawa and a board member of the 
Writers’ Community of Durham Region.

Sugar Falls: A Residential School Story
(10th Anniversary Edition)
written by David A. Robertson

illustrated by Scott B. Henderson

coloured by Donovan yaciuk

HighWater Press, 2021

978-1-55379-975-7 (pb) $21.95

978-1-55379-977-1 (eBook) $18.00

for Grades 8 and up

Graphic Novels | Residential Schools | Indigenous | Cree 

A young man is tasked with a school assignment to learn more about 
residential schools by speaking with an Elder. His friend April arranges 
a meeting with her Kōkum (Grandmother) to talk about her experi-
ences as a child at a residential school. Heartbreaking and haunting, 
this story is based on the life story of Elder Betty Ross, from Cross 
Lake First Nation, as she shares the truth about what happened.
 The illustrations stand out as they, along with the text, help to 
convey the power of the story. This 10th-anniversary edition includes 
colour illustrations. The reader will notice a definitive shift in emotion 
and feeling as the colours go from warm and comforting to more 
subdued and cold as Betty remembers her time at the residential 
school. This edition also includes a moving foreword written by the 
Honourable Murray Sinclair (Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission of Canada) and an afterword offering insight into the 

 The action is non-stop, and the author deftly incorporates themes 
of feminism, sexism, and the cost/power of celebrity without ever 
seeming preachy or heavy-handed. The author also portrays a 
healthy and loving polyamorous relationship between Zetian and the 
two central male characters without succumbing to the typical love 
triangle found in most YA fiction. 
 Fans of Japanese anime, action and strong female-driven fantasy 
novels will love this book and will eagerly be awaiting the sequel  
next year. 

Rachel Seigel

Lessons in Fusion
written by Primrose Madayag Knazan

Great Plains Publications, 2021

978-1-77337-068-2 (pb) $14.95

for Grades 8 to 12

Fiction | Identity | Cooking | Pandemic | Family | Winnipeg | 

Reality Television

When Sarah, a Grade 11 student, becomes a  
contestant on the online cooking competition Cyber Chef: Next Gen, 
she is so excited to share her cooking style with an audience beyond 
her cooking blog Fusion on a Plate. Half Ashkenazi Jew and half 
Filipinx, Sarah considers herself to be the very definition of fusion. 
However, she self-identifies as Jewish, which reflects strongly in her 
cooking. Over the course of the six-week competition, Sarah begins 
to understand that her complacency towards her Filipinx roots results 
from her mother’s avoidance of the painful segments of her own 
childhood. What starts out as an opportunity to expand Sarah’s social 
media presence becomes a journey to learn about her genuine self. 
 Primrose Madayag Knazan’s intimate familiarity with the culinary 
world is evident in her detailed descriptions of cooking techniques 
and global cuisines. Her inclusion of recipes as part of the narrative  
is well thought out: each recipe provides a vibrant example of  
Sarah’s lived experiences and correlates well with each stage of 
Sarah’s competition. Lessons in Fusion also features a diverse cast 
of characters from a multitude of Canadian regions and cultures. 
Although focused on Sarah, the story also includes the perspective  
of Poppy, an older marketing executive. Poppy’s commentary is 
valuable because it explains the business of creating a successful 
show in addition to her experiences working in a traditionally male 
environment.  
 Lessons in Fusion would appeal to teenage audiences on many 
levels. The complexities of identity for children from mixed cultural 
and ethnic backgrounds are discussed in an authentic and heartfelt 
manner. Furthermore, the premise of a streamed reality show is a 
stroke of genius, given the importance of social media to most young 
people and the popularity of reality television series. Lastly, what 
teenager does not like food?! Lessons in Fusion was a thoroughly 
satisfying read.

Robin Ahamedi
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$15.95  ISBN 978-1-77086-632-4
dcbyoungreaders.com

I’M GOOD
AND OTHER

LIES 
A Young Adult Novel by

BEV KATZ
ROSENBAUM

“Sharp, funny, and occasionally 
harrowing.” — Danielle Young-Ullman, 
author of Everything Beautiful is not Ruined

 
“This is a book for RIGHT NOW.” 

— Teresa Toten, author of The Unlikely Hero 
of Room 13B

tists are highlighted throughout the book. Each provides an acces-
sible and interesting urban ecology challenge for readers that will 
have students turning over rocks searching for wildlife in their own 
neighbourhoods. Readers will appreciate sidebars featuring intriguing 
animal facts and tools of the trade, from a ratmobile to a bug vacuum 
and more. 
 This book is written from the perspective of an urban ecologist 
and includes a clear invitation to readers to become urban ecologists 
and scientists today. Before even getting into the book, readers are 
provided with terminology to talk like an urban ecologist. In the final 
chapter, Guy shares her experiences about being a Black scientist and 
the racism she has encountered and overcame. A list of resources 
and an index to help children navigate topics in further detail are 
included. This book is highly recommended for school and public 
library collections.

Krista Jorgensen

The Disability Experience:  
Working Toward Belonging
written by Hannalora Leavitt

illustrated by Belle Wuthrich

Orca Book Publishers, 2021

978-1-459-81928-3 (pb) $24.95

978-1-459-81930-6 (eBook) $18.95

for Grades 7 to 12

Non-fiction | Disability | Advocacy | Accessibility | 

Inclusion | Resource

Hannalora Leavitt’s book is a superb exploration of the lives of people 
with disabilities (PWDs), featuring vibrant illustrations by Belle Wuth-
rich that are sure to stick in one’s mind. The text introduces readers 
to what a disability is, various types of disabilities, and the multiple 
barriers that PWDs must face regarding transportation, education, 
healthcare, and housing. Leavitt writes from her personal perspective 
as someone who has been visually impaired since the age of 12 due 
to cancer. One of Leavitt’s first lessons teaches readers that her vision 
impairment is an acquired disability, which is when the onset of the 
disability occurs after birth, rather than a congenital disability, which 
is when the disability is present at birth, reminding readers that the 
lived experiences of PWDs greatly vary and cannot be summarized by 
a simple dictionary definition. 
 Leavitt’s text explores the ongoing forms of discrimination faced by 
PWDs that can affect their job opportunities, their access to mobility 
aids or their ability to find housing. Leavitt’s writing style is conversa-
tional yet consistently educational, as she provides personal anec-
dotes of her life with her service dog, Ogden. Her experiences vary 
from conversations with curious children who wanted to pet her dog 
to doctors who have refused to treat her if she brought the dog into 
the exam room.
 In one of my favourite sections, Leavitt explores the impact of the 
smartphone on the lives of PWDs. Separated into categories for the 
blind or visually impaired, for the deaf and hard of hearing, and for 
wheelchair users, this passage details the purposes of several revolu-
tionary apps and explores how technology has improved accessibility 
for PWDs. There are also information boxes scattered throughout 
the book shining a light onto real-life accounts of PWDs, including 
hockey players Ryan Straschnitzki and Jacob Wasserman and anti-
bullying advocate Molly Burke. 
 Leavitt closes the text on a note of advocacy, encouraging readers 
to pursue academic opportunities in disability research and research 
their local politicians’ policies to ensure that they are providing 
affordable housing and healthcare services for PWDs. Overall, 

Amazing Athletes: An All-Star Look  
at Canada’s Paralympians 
written by Marie-Claude Ouellet 

illustrated by Jacques Goldstyn 

translated by Phyllis Aronoff and Howard Scott 

Owlkids Books, 2021

978-1-77147-485-6 (hc) $19.95

For Grades 3 and up  

Non-fiction | Canadian Athletes |  Biography  | Paralympians | Paralympic Games | 

Athletes with Disabilities 

Largely providing an introduction to some of Canada’s most  
accomplished Paralympians, this title also describes the origins of  
the Paralympic games as part of the Olympics and the adaptation  
of individual sports for special-need games. With a focus on skill, 
fitness and endurance, Canada’s athletes of all ages and backgrounds 
have regularly placed highly in the games. As increasing events are 
included and more countries participate, the games are becoming 
more competitive.
 Readers learn of the games’ origins in 1949 when injured war 
veterans took part, of the first Paralympics in 1988, the founding of 
the International Paralympics Committee and the ever-increasing 
popularity of recent games. In 13 subsequent chapters, using both the 
author’s and athletes’ words, we become acquainted with events that 
motivated each athlete’s participation, their major sporting triumphs 
and other inspiring aspects of their lives.
 The content of each biography is enticingly arranged in com-
partmentalized eye-catching segments, augmented with attractive 
photos and colourful, whimsical illustrations. Necessary adaptations 
of the sport and its objectives are explained, and the layout makes the 
powerful stories easy to absorb. We are introduced to such heroes 
as Ina Forrest, wheelchair curler; Jamoi Anderson, volleyball player; 
Benoît Huot, Para swimmer or Billy Bridges, ice-hockey player.  
A glossary of lesser-known terms is appended.
 Amazing Athletes is an uplifting introduction and celebration of 
Canadian Paralympians that will inspire and encourage young readers 
to pursue their own interests by emulating the passion and tenacity  
of these Canadian athletes.

Aileen Wortley is a retired children’s librarian from Toronto. 

Chasing Bats and Tracking Rats:  
Urban Ecology, Community Science, and 
How We Share Our Cities
written by Cylita Guy

illustrated by Cornelia Li

Annick Press, 2021

978-1-77321-538-9 (hc) $19.95

978-1-77321-539-6 (pb) $14.95

for Grades 4 to 7

Non-fiction | Urban Ecology | Environment | Ecosystems | STEM

Cylita Guy’s Chasing Bats and Tracking Rats introduces middle-grade 
students to urban ecology. Each chapter begins with a question 
and gripping narrative that includes terminology from the field 
that readers new to the topic will understand. Readers will learn 
about what bees can tell us about climate change, how humans are 
changing the behaviour of coyotes, and how animals in cities affect 
human health. As well, climate change, pollution and citizen science 
are addressed. 
 Beginning with her own story, Guy keeps readers on the edge of 
their seats with her personal account of being stopped by police 
while capturing bats after nearly falling off a roof. Ten more scien-

adventurepress.ca
Distributed by  
Publishers Group Canada

T he Adventures of

and Mini- Maple !

       Short stories geared to  

   developing readers, starring  

         the characters created  

      by Canadian author   
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Threads of Peace:  
How Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Changed the World 
written by Uma Krishnaswami 

Atheneum Books, 2021

978-1-4814-1678-8 (hc) $26.99

978-1-4814-1680-1 (eBook) $13.99 

for Grades 4 and up

Non-fiction | Mahatma Gandhi | Martin Luther King Jr. | Racism | India | 

United States | Non-Violence 

Despite being born decades apart in distinctly different circum-
stances, the lives of Mohandas Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr. 
often converged as their parallel experiences influenced their fight for 
justice through non-violent protest. This eloquent title reveals their 
personal experiences of racism and landmark events that shaped their 
fight for equality. Readers learn of Gandhi’s drive to eradicate caste 
and race discrimination, his fight for Indian independence from British 
rule, his promotional marches across India, the salt-tax protests and 
the symbolism of a spinning wheel. For King, influenced by Gandhi’s 
teachings, milestones include the Montgomery Bus Company  
boycott, non-violent protests in Birmingham, Alabama, his 1963 
March on Washington and his stirring, motivating oratory.
 Carrying the ongoing struggle into current times, with references 
to Black Lives Matter and the impact of Covid, the quantity and depth 
of information provided is profound. Written in an easily absorbed 
style, it is replete with wonderful archival pictures, as well  
as sidebars and quotes providing additional facts and inspiration.  
An index, bibliographies, glossary and timeline of events add to 
its professionalism. The book’s length may prove challenging for 
younger readers on the recommended spectrum, but the information 
is worth persisting. 
 The revelation of the connecting threads between these two giants 
of history provides an added and valuable perspective to these men 
who selflessly pursued their cause, facing frequent imprisonments 
and attempts on their lives that finally succeeded. Their dream of 
freedom and equality is still to be fully achieved, their battle not over. 
This motivational title can only provoke wonder and discussion. 

Aileen Wortley

Unstoppable: Women with Disabilities
written by Helen Wolfe

illustrated by Karen Patkau

Second Story Press, 2021

978-1-77260-209-8 (hc) $19.95

for Grades 5 to 7

Non-fiction | Feminism | Challenges, Perseverance and 

Courage | Prejudice and Tolerance | Self-Esteem |  

Abilities | Cultural and Ethnic Diversity 

Unstoppable: Women with Disabilities, authored by Helen Wolfe 
and illustrated by Karen Patkau, is an eye-opening and inspirational 
non-fiction book about overcoming physical and mental health 
challenges, diversity and self-esteem, and the indomitable power of 
courage and perseverance. 
 A dynamic and motivating 24-page read, Wolfe, who has a lifelong 
physical disability that requires her to use crutches, a wheelchair and 
a scooter, has crafted an outstanding narrative that focuses on 10 
women worldwide who have realized amazing accomplishments, 
some up against seemingly insurmountable odds, such as Dr. Karin 
Muraszko, an American neurosurgeon who was born with spina bifida 
and who now performs live-saving operations, training and teaching 

provides some comic relief and important lessons about how we are 
to treat one another. 
 The stories provide a glimpse into Cree worldview and cultural 
teachings of reciprocity, kindness, and values. This is an important 
book for language acquisition and as an archival resource. The stories 
lend themselves well to being read aloud during storytime for chil-
dren ages six and up. These are older stories whose tellers have long 
since passed but whose voices are important for us to hear. 

Nancy Cooper

Small but Mighty:  
Why Earth’s Tiny Creatures Matter
written by Kendra Brown

illustrated by Catarina Oliveira

Owlkids Books, 2021

978-1-7714-7431-3 (hc) $18.95

for Grades 3 to 5

Non-fiction | Animals | Environment | Science | 

Ecology | Zoology

In this visually appealing information book, kids are introduced to 12 
small creatures that play important roles in the global ecosystem. 
Illustrations of cute, quirky creatures dominate, and the effect is a 
bright, sensory universe where bees dump pots into overflowing 
molten cauldrons of honey, and a purple sea star lounges at the 
seashore while snacking on mussels. The scope is limited to a couple 
of key concepts for each creature, explaining why it is noteworthy 
and beneficial. For example, krill eat tiny organisms and pass those 
nutrients on to larger sea creatures, and fireflies produce light using 
low energy. A few of the descriptions are a little vague (the tardigrade 
is being studied to help protect our skin from the sun), but most are 
succinct and straightforward.
 Small but Mighty includes a balance of well-known creatures, like 
honeybees and termites, along with more obscure animals, like cook-
iecutter sharks and least weasels. Each two-page spread is anchored 
by a large cartoonish drawing of the featured creature in a friendly, 
humorous pose. The facing page contains a few paragraphs of quite 
dense, small text, which outlines what is remarkable about the crea-
ture and how it can help the planet. 
 The tone is optimistic and designed not to depress kids. Habitat 
loss and other threats are mentioned, but the message is that kids 
don’t need to worry because heroic scientists are on the case. The 
book ends with a reminder for kids to respect nature, although there 
could have been a more specific call to action. The focus on small 
creatures and the value of their activities will appeal to small humans.

Kris Rothstein is an editor, cultural critic and literary agent in Vancouver, BC. 

into these topics. Full of touching and thought-provoking writing, 
this book is perfect for anyone, regardless of their gender expression. 
While this book will be important for trans youth, I hope that it can 
also serve as a starting point for cisgendered people to learn more 
about being a trans ally. 
 Heartfelt, creative and at times funny, Growing Up Trans is a 
glimpse into the lives and minds of transgender youth. Today, so 
many people with large platforms have a lot to say about being trans. 
This book gives voice to the people we should be listening to instead: 
trans youth.

Emma Hunter is the Marketing Coordinator at the CCBC and uses she/her and 
they/them pronouns.

Peepeekisis Ātayōhkēwina: Sacred 
Stories of Peepeekisis Cree Nation
written by Eleanor Brass

illustrated by Aleigha Agecoutay

your Nickel’s Worth Publishing, 2021

978-1-9887-8363-5 (pb) $19.95

for Grades 3 and up 

Non-fiction | Peepeekisis Cree Nation | Stories | Culture | Spiritual Beliefs

“I am hoping that our Indian culture will not be lost, that there will 
always be someone to write and speak about it.” — Eleanor Brass

 These stories from the Peepeeksis Cree Nation were collected 
and recorded by the late Eleanor Brass during the 1980s. Her niece, 
Patricia Deiter, has had them translated and illustrated and shares 
them with the world. These are stories of star beings, little people, the 
origin of animals such as horses, grand quests, and of Wesuketchuk, 
the trickster. Wesuketchuk, also known as the older or elder brother, 

Leavitt’s text is dedicated to teaching teenage readers that people 
with disabilities have the same aspirations as everyone else and that it 
is every person’s duty to stand for disability rights.

Kayla O’Brien

Growing Up Trans: 
In Our Own Words
edited by Dr. Lindsay Herriot and Kate Fry

Orca Book Publishers, 2021

978-1-459-83137-7 (pb) $24.95

for Grades 4 to 7

Non-fiction | LGBTQ+ | Gender and Identity |   

Transgender | Non-Binary | Poetry | Essays | Art

“The doctor painted me pink when I wanted to be blue.” —Danny

“46% of people hate me for who I am. 20% hate me for who I love.”  
—Jasper Ledgerwood

“The word is boy. I get addicted to it the summer I cut my hair short.  
I say it to myself in the mirror a thousand times.” —Christopher

“So be kind to us, and cherish us / For we do not last forever.”  
—Maisie Bodrug

 The voices of trans youth shine in this collection of essays, stories, 
poetry and art. Growing Up Trans began at a series of writing retreats 
for Canadian trans youth, taught by a team of trans adult mentors. 
Those retreats lead to the book, featuring writing by trans youth 
ages 11 to 18. Throughout the themed chapters, the editors provide 
questions for reflection, and a scholar in transgender studies offers 
tips, advice and a reading list for readers to use to continue to delve 
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Making Seaker by Karen Autio
A STEAM novel for ages 9 to 11
978-1-989724-09-5 $9.95
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other doctors to do the same.
 Some have been in the global spotlight for years, such as 18-year-
old Greta Thunberg, a world-famous climate-change activist from 
Sweden who was diagnosed with Asperger’s Syndrome and selective 
mutism. Some, such as Malvika Iyer, who lost both her hands and had 
her legs badly injured from a grenade when she was 13 and is now  
an education, accessibility and inclusion advocate in India, are less 
well-known. Whether disabled from birth or disabled later in life,  
and from fields as diverse as architecture, songwriting and elite sport, 
these women all share one steely determination: to make the world  
a better place.
 Each affecting profile ends with a poignant quote, including  
this one from Yetnebersh Nigussie, a blind Ethiopian lawyer and  
social activist: “Focus on the person, not the disability. We have one  
disability, but ninety-nine abilities to build on.” Nigussie helped co-
found the Ethiopian Center for Disability and Development, which 
encourages disabled and able-bodied people to work together.  
And for the first time in Ethiopian history, women and people with  
disabilities are now able to earn their own living.
 Patkau, a Toronto-based illustrator who has a lifelong disability 
and walks with a prosthetic leg, has brought each person vividly and 
expertly to life. Each woman and her remarkable story are presented 
in effective double-page spreads. One page features a positive  
full-body portrait, and the other offers a detailed account of her 
struggles and triumphs. Patkau’s bold use of colour, line, texture,  
and light skilfully captures each subject’s essence, adding striking 
depth and acting as an ideal companion to the engaging,  
age-appropriate text.
 Complete with a handy table of contents, a one-page  
introduction by Wolfe and mini-bios of both the author and the  
illustrator, Unstoppable is not only a stirring, memorable must-read 
but also a spirit-lifting resource and invaluable educational tool for  
all home, school and public libraries that’s sure to build empathy  
and determination, and encourage all who read it to help make a  
difference in the world. Not to be missed!

Jennifer D. Foster 

What Animals Want:  
The Five Freedoms in Action
(Orca Think)
written by Jacqueline Pearce

illustrated by Julie McLaughlin

Orca Book Publishers, 2021

978-1-45982-565-9 (hc) $24.95

for Grades 4 to 7

Non-fiction | Animals | Animal Welfare | Pets | Farm Animals | Zoo Animals |  

Wild Animals | Animal Activism | Ethics 

In this newest book from Orca Think, a series that introduces middle-
grade readers to pressing current issues, author Jacqueline Pearce 
uses the Five Freedoms, an ethical framework for evaluating standards  
of care for animals, to inspire readers to take better care of their pets 
and an interest in the welfare of all animals. A chapter of the book 
is dedicated to explaining each of the internationally recognized 
Freedoms: freedom from hunger and thirst; freedom from pain, injury 
and disease; freedom from distress (emotional and physical); freedom 
from discomfort; and freedom to engage in behaviours that promote 
well-being. Each Freedom is examined in the contexts of companion 
(emphasis on cats and dogs), farm, zoo/aquarium, wild and exotic 
animals. Chapters also include a look at the organizations and profes-
sions comprising the animal welfare community and what young 
people can do to improve the lives of animals.

 Every page has an image: a photograph or one of Julie  
McLaughlin’s illustrations of expressive animals and diverse humans 
in warm-hued montages or cameos. Inserts in the margins offer 
care tips, trivia (e.g., dogs do not like hugs!) and short biographies of 
activist children. 
 Readers will come away with an increased knowledge of the  
social and emotional needs of animals that many well-meaning pet 
owners neglect. Pearce provides a firm introduction to best practices 
in animal care and concrete ways to act on them that could spark 
some readers to activism. Since animal welfare is closely tied to  
environmental stewardship, this book could support classroom study 
and projects in either subject.

Aliki Tryphonopoulos

White Privilege: 
Deal With it in All Fairness
(Deal With It)
written by Catherine Inglis

illustrated by Wang Xulin

Lorimer, 2021

978-1-4594-1621-5 (hc) $24.95

for Grades 4 to 9

Non-fiction | Conflict Resolution | Racism | Privilege |  Activism | Relationships | 

Fairness | Diversity

The young readers in our lives are increasingly interested in seeking 
justice and undoing the wrongs they see in our society. One of the 
greatest wrongs they see and experience firsthand are the injus-
tices that racialized people face in North America. In White Privilege, 
educator Catherine Inglis tackles the difficult topic of white privilege 
in a gripping and easy to understand way. Inglis, co-author of the 
Re-Think, Re-Connect, Re-Imagine, a teacher guide on white privi-
lege, distills these nuanced and important ideas into meaningful and 
digestible chunks for youth. Grounding her definitions and writing in 
a lens of fairness creates a strong resonance for readers. To help build 
this understanding, the book is organized into quizzes, scenarios, 
advice-style answer columns, and more. Inglis also finds a balance 
between addressing her white and racialized readers in an open and 
welcoming way. Part of the benefit to her writing style is that she 
creates script-like pieces that also give adults the tools they need to 
answer difficult questions from the youth in their life. 
 In addition to dynamic writing, the artwork of Toronto-based 
illustrator and cartoonist Wang Xulin brings the work to life. Her work 
is bright and inviting, representing a variety of faces on the page 
to help readers see themselves in the book and in the challenge of 
confronting privilege. A perk to having this Crash Course YouTube 
designer on the team is that they manage to create a variety of 
reading experiences and create juxtapositions that make the concepts 
more concrete.

Ashley Pamenter
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Drop in
 for a look

CCBC Collections Across the Country
Drop in for a look at one of the four regional locations. 
Phone ahead for hours and availability.

In Vancouver
Education Library
University of British Columbia
Faculty of Education (Scarfe Building)
2125 Main Mall
Vancouver BC V6T 1z4
604 822-8783
Contact: Wendy Traas
wendy.traas@ubc.ca

In Edmonton
Rutherford North
11208 89 Avenue, 2nd Floor
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB  T6G 2J8
780 492-7933
Contact: Trish Chatterley
trish.chatterley@ualberta.ca

In Winnipeg
Elizabeth Dafoe Library
University of Manitoba
25 Chancellors Circle
Winnipeg MB R3T 2N2
204 807-5860
Contact: Cody Fullerton
cody.fullerton@umanitoba.ca

In Halifax
Mount Saint Vincent University Library
166 Bedford Highway
Halifax NS B3M 2J6
902 457-6403
Contact: Meg Raven
meg.raven@msvu.ca
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In the morning there was another surprise.
“I think we can all agree that whatever it is,  
it most certainly belongs to me,” said the crafty 
Spider. “After all, it fell right into my web.”

Nobody remembered the web 
being there the day before, but in 
fairness nobody remembered it 
not being there either.
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A is for Anemone:  
A First West Coast Alphabet
Robert Budd, Roy Henry Vickers

Amazing Athletes: An All-Star Look  
at Canada’s Paralympians 
Marie-Claude Ouellet, Jacques Goldstyn, 
Phyllis Aronoff, Howard Scott 

Borders
Thomas King

Can You Imagine?
Wallace Edwards

Chasing Bats and Tracking Rats:  
Urban Ecology, Community Science,  
and How We Share Our Cities
Cylita Guy, Cornelia Li

The Cow Said BOO!
Lana Button, Alice Carter

Cranky Chicken
Katherine Battersby

The Degrees of Barley Lick
Susan Flanagan

The Delusionist
Don Calame

The Disability Experience:  
Working Toward Belonging
Hannalora Leavitt, Belle Wuthrich

The Dollhouse: A Ghost Story
Charis Cotter

Everybody!
Elise Gravel

Growing Up Trans: In Our Own Words
Dr. Lindsay Herriot, Kate Fry
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Peepeekisis Atayohkewina:  
Sacred Stories of Peepeekisis  
Cree Nation
Eleanor Brass, Aleigha Agecoutay

The School Between Winter  
and Fairyland
Heather Fawcett

Small but Mighty:  
Why Earth’s Tiny Creatures Matter
Kendra Brown, Catarina Oliveira

Sour Cakes
Karen Krossing, Anna Kwan

The Sour Cherry Tree
Naseem Hrab, Nahid Kazemi

Starboy
Jami Gigot

Sugar Falls: A Residential School Story
(10th Anniversary Edition)
David A. Robertson, Scott B. Henderson, 
Donovan Yaciuk

Threads of Peace:  
How Mohandas Gandhi and Martin 
Luther King Jr. Changed the World 
Uma Krishnaswami 

Under the Iron Bridge
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book  
for Young Readers)
Kathy Kacer

Unstoppable: Women with Disabilities
Helen Wolfe, Karen Patkau

Harley the Hero
Peggy Collins

Hold That Thought!
Bree Galbraith, Lynn Scurfield  

Houston, Is There a Problem?
Eric Walters

I’m Good and Other Lies
Bev Katz Rosenbaum

Iron Widow
Xiran Jay Zhao

It Fell from the Sky
The Fan Brothers

The Land Puffin
Lori Doody

Lessons in Fusion
Primrose Madayag Knazan

Little Moar and the Moon
Roselynn Akulukjuk, Jazmine Gubbe

Little Narwhal, Not Alone
Tiffany Stone, Ashlyn Anstee

The Loudest Bark 
Gail Marlene Schwartz, Lucie Gagnon, 
Amélie Ayotte

My Mad Hair Day
Nathalie Dion

Our Table
Peter H. Reynolds

Valley of the Rats
Mahtab Narsimhan

Walking in Two Worlds
Wab Kinew

What Animals Want:  
The Five Freedoms in Action
(Orca Think)
Jacqueline Pearce, Julie McLaughlin

Where’s Bunny?
Theo Heras, Renné Benoit

The Wild Ones
Nafiza Azad

White Privilege:  
Deal With it in All Fairness
(Deal With It)
Catherine Inglis, Wang Xulin

REVIEWS IN THIS ISSUE

from My Mad Hair Day 
illustrated by Nathalie Dion

from It Fell from the Sky 
illustrated by the Fan Brothers

“Tug at the heartstrings and 
tickle the funny bone…This 

warm tale is definitely one for 
the keeper shelves. 

Highly recommended.”
—School Library Journal, 

starred review

“A heartfelt tear-jerker about 
love, friendship, and courage.”

—Kirkus Reviews

When three teen geniuses 
are competing for two chances 
to go to space, there’s going to 

be problems.

Elite skills, incredible power 
and dark secrets—Malcolm will 
inherit them all. But is he or his 

city ready?
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“Engaging and intriguing...
A heartwarming tale of 

finding home.”
—School Library Journal
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middle grade fiction to tingle 
your spine, tug your heartstrings

and everything in between

Find these books and more at your favourite bookstore!

“Levy is a Canadian gem whose 
writing makes you laugh one 

moment and cry the next.”
—Susin Nielsen, author of 

We Are All Made of Molecules

“Levy is a Canadian gem whose 
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the Canadian Children’s Book Centre  
Suite 200, 425 Adelaide Street West
Toronto, Ontario  M5V 3C1

Thank you to our Canadian authors, illustrators 
and publishers who create books that help children 
and teens find themselves. Books that represent the 

diverse beauty of all humans.

best books for schools and libraries
We are also proud to be the official wholesaler of the Forest  

of Reading®. This is the largest  recreational reading program  
in Canada, and features the top ten titles for K-12 students. 

Check tinlids.ca for the 2022 lists, and don’t forget to register with 
Ontario Library Association for access to amazing teacher resources 

accessola.com/forest. 

Canadian-owned.
Not corporate. Not sorry.


