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As I sit at my desk looking out the window on this snowy day, I am struck by the beauty
of our surroundings even as the thermometer dips to minus eight degrees Celsius with a
windchill of much lower! I know spring will be here eventually, and hopefully, so will our
ability to return to some aspects of normalcy in our lives. Despite my musings, we know
our environment is changing. In recent years, the calls for action have become more
frequent and more urgent.
This edition of Canadian Children’s Book News looks at how Canadian children’s books
and creators address this incredibly significant global challenge. It sounds cliché, but it
is our youth who have and will be the most affected, but they will also be the generation
that will find permanent solutions and change the way we inhabit this planet.
It starts with awareness, continues with understanding, and for some, it ultimately
leads to activism. Our editor, Shannon Barnes, has curated books, resources, articles
and interviews that will inspire and inform educators, parents, librarians and kids about
the issues surrounding our environment today and the ways we can make changes to
preserve our planet.
As always, I am in awe of the talented Canadian creators that are included in Canadian
Children’s Book News. Their ability to engage, entertain, and inspire on important topics
such as this one is amazing!

COVER: Illustration from Stand Like a Cedar,
written by Nicola I. Campbell and illustrated by
Carrielynn Victor. ©2021 Carrielynn Victor.
Used with permission of HighWater Press,
an imprint of Portage & Main Press, Winnipeg.
For more information, visit highwaterpress.com.

Thank you for taking the time to peruse the pages of Canadian Children’s Book News.
Thank you to Shannon for her great work, and thank you to our members and
supporters for your belief in the Canadian Children’s Book Centre.

MEDIUM: Digital illustration.

Sincerely,

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR: Carrielynn Victor
is fueled by the passion to tell stories through
her art. Her ancestors come from around the
world, descending from bloodlines in Scotland,
Ireland, and Wales that arrived in the Americas in
the 1600s, and Coast Salish ancestors that have
been sustained by S’olh Temexw (our land) since
time immemorial. Carrielynn was born and raised
in S’olh Temexw and nurtured by many parents,
grandparents, aunts, and uncles. Along with
a thriving art practice, Carrielynn maintains a
communal role as a plant practitioner. The
responsibilities for traditional plant practitioners
range from protection and preservation of lands,
networking and trade, and harvest and
preparation methods. @carrielynn_victor
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April 22 is Earth Day and the focus of this issue is environmental literacy. Author Jamie
Bastedo is fiercely passionate about educating readers about the environment and the
dangers that threaten it. In his enlightening article, Bastedo shares his career background
and reveals why he writes books with environmental themes, which he hopes will one
day inspire kids to become activists themselves.
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Nicholas Read has spent his career writing about animals and their environment.
In Jennifer D. Foster’s compelling profile, we get a closer look at Read, his volunteer
efforts and his dedication to educating kids and teens about animals and protecting their
natural habitats.
The natural world and the environment have a special place in Indigenous culture. In her
informative article, Nancy Cooper, First Nation Consultant at Southern Ontario Library
Service, interviews four Indigenous authors and illustrators who speak about their craft
and the importance of relationships with the natural world in their writing.
In Marylynn Miller Oke’s inspiring roundtable discussion, five children’s authors discuss
their passion for writing about the environment and what compels them to help kids and
the environment find their way together. In our Keep Your Eye On column we introduce
you to Isabelle Groc, award-winning environmental writer and conservation photographer, who has written three books for Orca Book Publishers about conservation and
endangered species. Our Bookmark! column features 20 books about the environment
and natural world by Canadian authors and illustrators.
As always, we have reviews of over 40 new books for you to enjoy!.
Happy reading!

We acknowledge the support of the Ontario Arts Council
(OAC), an agency of the Government of Ontario.
In 2019-20, the OAC invested $51.1 million in 197
communities across Ontario through 1,965 grants to
individual artists and 1,152 grants to organizations.

Shannon Barnes

See the videos that
correspond to this issue!

Thank you to Friesens for generously sponsoring the
printing of this magazine.

Your feedback is important!
Email comments TO SHANNON@BOOKCENTRE.CA

Like us! facebook.com/kidsbookcentre
Follow us! @kidsbookcentre
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environmental literacy

Connecting Heart, Head and Hands
Promoting Environmental Literacy Through
the Power of Story
by Jamie Bastedo

Tapping the Wonder
If you had spied me prowling alone through the sugar maple forest
behind my house, you would have wondered what the heck I was
doing. I was that kid kicking over logs, then falling to my knees to
seize some wriggling thing. To my seven-year-old brain, this was
an alien creature, some rare throwback to dinosaur days, an exotic
being that only I knew about: the Red-backed salamander.
Fast-forward, and I’m a rookie graduate student following caribou
tracks through the Yukon wilds, trying hard not to fall off a mountain, stunned by the beauty of it all. Decades later, I’m a biologist,
flying low over the Arctic tundra, searching for a satellite-collared
grizzly bear.
I sometimes wonder if I would have become a biologist were it
not for those red-backed salamanders with their mysterious, googly
eyes. Ever since those early days, kicking over logs, I’ve followed
a treasure map into a world of wonders, learning all I can about
nature, sharing it with others, and doing my best to protect it...
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If Rachel Carson could read these opening words from my latest
YA book, Protectors of the Planet, she would likely say, “Yes, Jamie,
it was those salamanders that set you on your path.” Much more
than an Earth-shaking conservationist and gifted writer, Carson
had a lifelong passion for helping children tap into their “inborn
sense of wonder” and experience “the joy, excitement and mystery
of the natural world.”
For much of my childhood, wandering below those sugar
maples, my heart overflowed with that precious sense of wonder.
Sustained by family hikes, canoe trips, and cottage bonfires,
my crazy curiosity for wild things gave me refuge through my
bewildering teen years. The magic persisted into my twenties, as
northern field research taught me how to read the land’s stories—
deciphering the prints of a running wolf, dissecting the soundscape of songbirds, tracking the course of a long-gone glacier.
Somewhere between graduate school and a government job in
Yellowknife, I started writing. But not outdoor adventure stories.
And nothing for kids. Not yet. These were technical publications
in ecology, mostly about imposing order on the apparent chaos
of nature. I even wrote a book about it, with a title too long for
this article. I occasionally read snippets of that enigmatic book to
school kids for a good giggle.
On paper, my new job was a perfect fit. As an environmental
planner, I was supposed to identify special ecosystems and not
let anyone wreck them. But after too many stuffy meetings and
random scribbling on maps, I started looking for the door. Shackled
by government gobbledygook and high-minded nonsense,
I felt painfully alienated from the living, breathing land I now
called home.
Rachel Carson could have expertly diagnosed my malady.
In her posthumously published The Sense of Wonder, she warns
of the “dimming” of our childhood instinct for “what is beautiful
and awe-inspiring” in nature. Her final wish was that each child
be granted “a sense of wonder so indestructible that it would
last throughout life.”
My dream job was smothering my inborn sense of wonder.
The last straw came when I witnessed a discussion about the
impacts of a proposed military exercise over caribou calving
grounds along the Arctic coast. The question on the floor: “How
low can an F-18 fighter jet fly above a pregnant caribou before she
miscarries?” Seriously.
Walking out of that boardroom, I was ambushed by a longing to
tell stories that would help me reconnect with the land I loved and
encourage others to do the same.
I quit my job and went home all fired up to start writing again.
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Baby Steps
My plan was to make a deliberate shift away from scientific
writing to more popular works that promote appreciation and
wise use of northern lands. But in my new-found evangelism, I’d
underestimated the time needed to handle another job waiting
for me at home. Our first child had been born, and it was now my
privilege to be her primary caregiver.
I dialled back my writing plans.
Settling into my Mr. Mom groove, I discovered cracks of time for
creative projects I could accomplish during naptimes. I decided to
launch a series of natural history posters and outsource the work to
an artist friend. The first poster showcased the Canadian Shield out
my back door. When I proudly showed it to my clients, they loved
“all the fishies and froggies” but asked, “Couldn’t you put some
people in the next one? Maybe a canoe, floatplane or campfire?”
I realized they were looking for the same thing I was: story.
As our infant daughter grew into a toddler, the fun of singing
her Raffi tunes spilled into my next gig, composing environmental
ditties for kids. The poetic power and joy of song-writing helped
exorcise the geeky science writer in me forever.
My eagerness to take my green gospel to the streets spilled into
radio. As the nature reporter for CBC North, I took listeners into
the heart of a forest fire, a mating swarm of snow fleas, or deep
underground where diamonds are born. I ferried those stories into
a regular nature column with Up Here magazine.
Next came nature tours, eco-theatre, and living history shows
at the Yellowknife museum. I led families down lakeside trails
to listen for red-throated loons. I interviewed kids dressed as muskrats. I performed as an Arctic explorer, fur trader, even a volcano.
As our first, then second daughter grew, so did my chops as a
writer and storyteller. In sharing stories of the land, through
whatever medium, I reconnected with its magic.
But I had yet to appease my deeper yearning to write a
full-length book.

Unlocking Stories
It started with a hiking guide. I would call it Blue Lake and Rocky
Shore as a tribute to the lake-studded Shield around Yellowknife.
The idea was to get folks exploring my favourite trails while
learning how everything out there fit together. Time to download
my naturalist’s brain.
Topping up my research before writing, I plunged down multiple
rabbit holes where I discovered a deluge of yet more fascinating
facts about the northern Shield that would surely swamp my
modest hiking guide.
I mothballed that project and set to work on writing a comprehensive naturalist’s guide to one of the biggest, oldest, wildest
chunks of Canada. If I have a magnum opus among my titles,
Shield Country is it. This book became the factual underpinning
of many other writing projects, detailing everything from the
region’s four billion-year-old basement rock to its diaphanous
ceiling of northern lights.
In wrestling all this information into something digestible,
I cultivated the art of translating natural science into plain yet
lyrical language. Had I met this challenge? The verdict came over
my fence the day a neighbour called Shield Country “a love letter
to the land”—the greatest accolade I could hope for.
Still, the “favourite parts” that readers told me about invariably
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dealt with the book’s occasional stories—getting lost in the barrens
(almost), running out of food (saved by a fishing lure), escaping a
monster storm (we made it to shelter). I suspected this was the best
place to find stories: not just in describing “fun facts” about the
natural world but in probing our relationship to it. As an emerging
writer, I felt I had discovered a golden key to unlock the power
of stories.
In my next book, Reaching North, I tested this hypothesis by
putting people’s relationships with the land front and centre—an
ecologist’s passion for snow, a photographer’s obsession with the
northern lights, a fisherman’s reverence for pike. My writerly task:
evoke something of the land’s sense and spirit through one-onone encounters.
The emotional impact of this experiment was downright
seismic. Never before had a writing project moved me in such
profound and positive ways. Like holding up a mirror, telling other
people’s stories of their intimate connections with nature helped
reveal the depth of my own. I recognized, too, that beneath the
variety of their relationships lay a universal power—akin to the
wonder, magic and joy that Rachel Carson wrote about—which I
hoped to elicit from my readers.
I went on to write a story-rich book about one of my favourite
passions: snow. While aimed at adults, Falling for Snow led to a
series of “edutainment” videos geared for a younger crowd. My
growing daughters made a cameo appearance helping me build a
snow house. Around this time, they declared, “No more books, Dad,
unless you write a kids’ book!” I took their challenge seriously.
In those days, I supported my writing habit as a bird biologist
at Canada’s first diamond mine on the tundra north of Yellowknife.
As I went about my business, documenting bird life around the
mine, I kept my writer’s radar on high alert, searching for a juicy
adventure that young readers could sink their teeth into.
I found it one day while flying with a bear biologist obsessed
with finding a slippery grizzly. We finally saw it leap out from
behind a boulder, stand up on its hind legs, and shake its claws
at our helicopter. From that day onwards, I started scribbling in
two field books. The white one recorded the bird data I was paid
to collect. The black one captured stolen conversations, personal
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impressions, and flashes of narrative inspiration. That black book
became Tracking Triple Seven, about a family of grizzlies struggling
to survive in the shadow of a bustling diamond mine. I dedicated
my first YA novel to my daughters.
By the turn of the millennium, I’d written a medley of books
celebrating northern nature. I had my first kids’ book under my
belt. I’d signed on with Red Deer Press, a supportive publisher
committed to high literary standards. And I had the great good
fortune to team up with veteran editor and mentor Peter Carver,
who helped me find the fire behind the smoke of my initial drafts.
If I were to sum up my writing career to this point, it would be my
six-word autobiography, composed while teaching a kids’ writing
workshop: “Biologist goes north, discovers adventure stories!”

Unpacking Environmental Literacy
The KidLit bug bit deeply with the publication and positive reception of Tracking Triple Seven. I turned my back on adult non-fiction
(good-bye endnotes and bibliographies!) and threw myself into
writing a “cli-fi” thriller. On Thin Ice and its sequel, Sila’s Revenge,
feature a teenaged Inuit throat singer whose high Arctic adventures
paint an in-your-face picture of climate change.
In the thick of writing these books, I literally awoke one morning
with my self-made job description ringing in my head: To promote
environmental literacy through the power of story!
I tried to unpack what this epiphany meant by looking back on
my evolution as a writer. I realized that by holding fast to the primacy of story—in my case outdoor adventures—I’d found a creative
balance between two dimensions of environmental literacy: what
I call the “M & Ms” and the “N & Ns”—the Magic and Mystery and
the Names and Numbers, or if you like, the heart stuff, fostering
affection for the natural world, and the head stuff, fostering
awareness of how it fits together.
I also saw the need to attune the mix of these two dimensions to
conform with the age and aptitudes of young readers. Here’s how
Rachel Carson put it in The Sense of Wonder: “I sincerely believe
that, for the child, it is not half so important to know as to feel.”
Putting emotional connections first—the heart stuff—she stressed
the importance of paving the way for children “to want to know
rather than putting them on a diet of facts they are not ready to
assimilate.” Sensitively guided walks in the woods can do this.
So can our well-crafted books.
In my first picture book, Free as the Wind, graced by Susan
Tooke’s vibrant artwork, I grab the hearts of early readers with the
prospect of turning wild horses into dog food while lightly dusting
their heads with a few facts about horse behaviour and the history
of Nova Scotia’s famed Sable Island.
Next came Nighthawk!, a junior fiction novel tracking the
migratory adventures of a navigationally challenged nighthawk
from the Amazon to the Arctic. Young readers fly high with a
rebellious avian hero while incidentally learning about the perils
of bird migration.
My latest YA novel, Cut Off, follows a gifted guitar player’s
perilous descent into social media addiction. Indio’s story of soulsucking alienation culminates in a wild, offline mountain adventure in northern Canada, where he ultimately finds deliverance.
Fuelling all of my stories is a big environmental issue, from
climate change to nature-deficit disorder, which motivates me to
write them. But serving the story remains paramount. (Thou shalt
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not derail a good story with an overbearing issue.) Yet, my hope
is that such books not only stoke young readers’ emotional connection to nature but also show them how it is threatened and needs
their care.

Feeding the Youthquake
Throughout my evolution as a nature writer, I’ve been stalked by
an escalating dissolution of our planet. Climate impacts predicted
in Shield Country a quarter-century ago now pound at my door.
Soon there will be more plastic in the world’s oceans than fish.
“Doomscrolling” has become a household word.
Galvanized by a gnawing sense of urgency and 2019’s colossal
“Youthquake” when millions of young people marched to protect
the planet, I added a third arrow to my environmental literacy
quiver.
Yes, we need to nourish young readers with the M & Ms that
reinforce their inborn affection for nature. And, when they’re ready
for it, we can dial up the N & Ns to help them decipher the natural
world. But now, like never before, our stories also need to help wellprimed youth awaken their inner activist. I call this third dimension of environmental literacy the “P & Ps” for Placard and Pen,
representing a call to action for building a more sustainable world.
Enter Protectors of the Planet, a YA non-fiction that shines
an up-close-and-personal spotlight on a dozen “environmental
trailblazers” across Canada from age 7 to 97. More than celebrating
their extraordinary achievements, I explore the “making of” each
changemaker from childhood onwards—a deliberate hook for
young readers regardless of the character’s age.
The underpinning theme of this book is hope. I wrote it as
an antidote to rampant despair, which Elizabeth May calls “an
enormous threat,” especially in young people. “Hope,” she declares,
“is a verb with its sleeves rolled up,” as testified by her own
incredible life story.
Everyone in this book is deeply worried about our planet’s
current state and the hair-raising predictions about its future. But,
empowered by this awareness, they are also full of hope, trusting
their actions will make things better.
Kirkus Reviews called Protectors of the Planet “an encouraging
handbook for action,” which is precisely what I’d set out to write.
To this end, I asked each trailblazer what advice they had for young
people who want to help save the world. At the end of each life
story, I distilled their answers into hands-on “Trailblazer Tips” to
help readers invent their own path.
My wish for all who pick up this book? “In following the trails
blazed by these remarkable people, may you discover excellent
adventure, deep inspiration, practical advice, and rekindled hope
for the future.”
This is where I have arrived in my journey as a writer. I now give
top priority to nourishing environmentally literate children of the
21st century—their hearts, heads and hands—through the magnetic
power of story. May they all, in turn, learn to love, understand, and
safeguard our wondrous, hurting planet.
Jamie Bastedo is a biologist turned storyteller who connects young readers with the
wonders and needs of nature. His latest novel, Cut Off, about a cyber-addict “screenager,”
earned a Kirkus starred review, Best Teen Fiction award, and was shortlisted for the Ruth and
Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award. Jamie’s success in popularizing natural science was
recognized when he won Canada’s Michael Smith Award for Science Promotion. Formerly
from Yellowknife, Jamie now lives in a lively cohousing community in the mountains
near Nelson, BC.
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Keep Your Eye On ...

Lesley Spinks

Isabelle Groc
Interview by shannon barnes

Tell us about your latest book or a project you are
working on.
My latest book, Sea Otters: A Survival Story, was released last
year in the spring and looks at the history, biology, behaviour
and future of sea otters, their journey from near extinction
and how their role as a keystone species is essential to a rich,
complex and connected ecosystem, contributing to the overall
health of the planet. I have illustrated the book with my own
photographs that I have taken in sea otter country along the
Pacific coast over a period of 10 years. Sea otters are close to my
heart because they symbolize the large impact—both positive
and negative—that humans can have on wildlife. Their story
is one of resilience, hope, and positive action that everyone
can take for the natural world, a timely message in these
troubled times.
I am also looking forward to sharing my next book,
Conservation Canines: How Dogs Work for the Environment.
In this book that I have also illustrated with many of my
photographs, I tell the stories of amazing dog partners in
conservation, from the canines that detect endangered species
to the livestock guardian dogs that help reduce human-wildlife
conflict. Look for the book in the fall of 2021!
Tell us about your writing process.
I am often asked how I combine photography and writing at
the same time. To me, visuals and words are an integral part of
my creative process and work together. My background is
photojournalism, so I am always “seeing” my stories unfold in
front of me when I am writing. When I photograph subjects or
a sequence, I am thinking about how these images will help
build a narrative. It can take me a long time before I feel I have
sufficient visual material on a specific topic. This is why I spent
many years photographing sea otters while I was getting ready
to write a book about them. There were so many details of
their life history that I wanted to document.
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How did you first get published?
I knew I wanted to be a writer since I was nine. This was also
when I was given my first camera. When I was 14, I wrote a letter
to the editor of my hometown’s local newspaper and I asked if
they would hire me as a writer. To my great surprise, they asked
me to write a story once a month. I was so proud to see my
byline for the first time! After I graduated from Columbia
Journalism School, I started publishing stories and photographs in magazines, but I knew I wanted to write non-fiction
books as an opportunity to explore topics more in-depth. I feel
very grateful that Orca Book Publishers was excited about my
proposal to write about endangered species around the world.
Gone is Gone: Wildlife Under Threat was my first children’s book.
What do you like about writing for young people?
I like telling stories and getting children to experience a meaningful connection with wildlife. Children have a real sense of
wonder and excitement when you tell them about animals.
I love having the opportunity to inspire their curiosity about the
complexities and beauty of the natural world. I also love being
able to share my photographs with children.
Tell us about writers who inspire you.
I love poetry, and I am always inspired by Mary Oliver. I love her
intimate observations of the natural world, the moods of nature
she conveys, and her reflections on the intersections between
the human world and the natural world.
Learn more about Isabelle Groc and her work at isabellegroc.com or
on Instagram at @isabellegroc.
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978-1-9992416-8-51 PB $13.95 Ages 10-14

978-1-9992416-0-5 HC $19.95 Ages 3-8

“...a positive focus on the many ‘C’ words that
support wellness, like caring and community.
Teachers, counsellors, and parents will
welcome this thoughtful story to
support children aﬀected by cancer.”

~ Tracy Myers, Children’s Counsellor

“This gentle educational primer on a tough topic
pushes through fear and lands on love.”

Middle-Grade Novel
COMING March 2021

Themes: elephants, animal rights,
global activism, female empowerment,
social activism, volunteering

~Kirkus Reviews

978-1-7753019-HC 4-3 Ages 4-10

LGBTQ Refugee Story.

True story told from the perspective
of the real-life cat, Ghost.

“This introduction to LGBTQ human
rights for young children is a gentle
and eﬀective one.”~Kirkus Reviews

Rebel Mountain Press

Teacher guides available: rebelmountainpress.com

PROFILE

nicholas read

For the Love of Animals
Nicholas Read’s Lifelong Passion for Animal Welfare
and Nature Takes Centre Stage in All His Books
by Jennifer D. Foster

Please note: Seven of the 11 books Nicholas Read has written
were done in partnership with award-winning photographer
Ian McAllister, executive director of Pacific Wild, a British
Columbia-based environmental organization that seeks to protect
the Great Bear Rainforest on the province’s central coast. As such,
Ian was supposed to have been featured in this profile as well, but
unfortunately, family obligations have made him unavailable.
Children’s author Nicholas Read, born and raised in Vancouver, has
had a love of animals and nature for as long as he can remember.
“I’ve always had a visceral affinity with animals. Ever since I was a
child, I just couldn’t bear the idea of an animal suffering. It’s always
affected me.”
Despite his innate love of animals and zeal for their advocacy, it
wasn’t until Read was in his mid-teens that he finally convinced his
parents to get a pet. “My mother and father had a dog who was run
over before I was born, and it was so painful for them they decided
they would never get another animal. It wasn’t until I was 16 that
I finally made so much of a fuss that I got a cat”—an orange kitten from a Vancouver animal shelter they named Orlando. “When I
finally wore my mother down enough to get permission to get a cat,
there was never any question he or she would come from anywhere
except the SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals).
The thought of buying a kitten from a pet store was unthinkable,
so unthinkable that it was never mentioned.”
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Several years later, Read earned a degree in microbiology from
the University of British Columbia (UBC). While there, he also wrote
for UBC’s newspaper, realizing in his fourth year he “was doing the
wrong thing.” So, he changed gears after graduation and attended
Vancouver’s Langara College, earning a journalism diploma and
getting a job at a newspaper in New Westminster, BC. As luck would
have it, his then-editor heard about a position that had opened up at
the Vancouver Sun, which Read readily filled. For the next 25 years,
Read worked at the Sun, first for 10 years as a weekly animal rights
columnist, then as an animal reporter. One of Read’s passions while
at the Sun was covering the “disgraceful” grizzly bear hunt, for which
he “hammered away at the government to end for good.” Years later,
when the NDP was finally elected, it put forward an environmentally
progressive piece of legislation, ending the hunt for good. “I like to
think I played a part in that because I wrote so much about the grizzly hunt that the then-environment minister phoned my editor and
said I had a vendetta against her, and she wasn’t wrong.” And so it’s
no surprise that for his tireless animal advocacy and environmental
literacy efforts over the years, Read has earned the Canadian
Federation of Humane Societies Journalism Award, the Royal
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Media Award (UK)
and the International Society for Animal Rights Media Award (US).
Read changed gears again in 2007, when he left the Vancouver Sun
to teach journalism at Langara College, which he did until 2018.
During the 1980s and beyond, Read spent countless hours
volunteering at the Vancouver SPCA. Many things happened there—
good and bad—and Read believes it was “probably the most fulfilling
thing I’ve ever done.” One day, he just sat down and decided to write
a children’s novel based on his experiences there. The result? A
life-affirming book called One in a Million, with a homeless dog in a
shelter named Joey as the lead character. His next kids’ novel, Saving
Emily, was an eye-opening adventure of a meat cow on a modern farm.
Notably, making the switch from writing for newspapers to
writing for children came naturally to Read. “When I decided to
write the book about what happens at the SPCA, I knew it would be
appropriate for children, but not necessarily for adults, because the
central character is a dog who thought and talked, so it had to be for
children.” That book did well, so he wrote another, again featuring
a thinking, talking animal. “It wasn’t something I set out to do in
the sense of, ‘I’m going to write for children and not adults,’”
admits Read. “I just knew the story I wanted to tell would be more
appropriate for children than adults, and that’s who I wrote it for.”
After writing One in a Million, Read visited several schools in the
Greater Vancouver Area, talking about rescue dogs and disposable
animals. One visit to a Grade 4 class in an affluent West Vancouver
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neighbourhood had a remarkable ripple effect. After speaking with
the school librarian about a year later, Read learned every student in
that class who got a dog or cat as a pet after his visit got a rescued
animal, even though their parents could have afforded a purebred
pup. And she told Read it was because of him, his talk and his book.
“I felt as happy as Christmas—that meant the world to me,” says
Read. “I really took what she said to heart, and I realized the issues
I write about are all issues kids of that age can understand. I’m not
writing about anything above the heads of that audience.”
Lara Kordic, Acquisitions and Editorial Director of Heritage House
Publishing in Victoria, BC, agrees. “His writing is very accessible
and conversational in tone, but he doesn’t talk down to kids. He’s
very direct and open when it comes to animal welfare issues, which
means he doesn’t sugar-coat some of the ways in which animals
have suffered at the hands of humans. This demonstrates his respect
for his audience’s intelligence and compassion, and his belief in the
next generation to take on the fight for animal welfare.”
After penning those books to teach kids about cruelty to animals
and fostering empathy toward animals, Read moved on to write
seven children’s non-fiction books for Victoria-based Orca Book
Publishers, with award-winning photographer Ian McAllister. While
working at the Vancouver Sun, Read met McAllister, whom he
calls “a messiah” for BC’s Great Bear Rainforest, part of the largest
remaining temperate rainforest in the world and a remarkable place
teeming with biodiversity, including the breathtaking spirit bear.
Read wrote stories for the paper featuring McAllister and his work,
and the two hit it off. “I liked him, and he liked me. He’s a wonderful
photographer, tremendously gifted, but also immensely patient. He’ll
lie in the dirt for eight hours, waiting for a grizzly bear to amble by.
And that’s why his photos are so amazing!” says Read. After seeing
all McAllister’s stunning photos, Read suggested they approach Orca
and pitch a kids’ book about the Great Bear Rainforest. And so they did.
Orca was so taken with McAllister’s photos that the publisher
immediately commissioned a middle-grade non-fiction book about
bears, The Salmon Bears: Giants of the Great Bear Rainforest, and
then two more books: The Sea Wolves: Living Wild in the Great Bear
Rainforest and The Great Bear Sea: Exploring the Marnie Life of a Pacific Paradise. Read says Orca also saw another market for younger
readers and was keen to publish more educational, visually stunning
books about the Great Bear Rainforest. So, these three titles were followed by four more—Wolf Island, The Seal Garden, A Bear’s Life and
A Whale’s World—all showcasing the wild inhabitants of the area and
focussing on the same themes of animal conservation, the wilderness and ecosystems. All seven books have been shortlisted and/
or commended for numerous book awards and accolades. Jesset
Karlen, a bookseller at Kidsbooks in Vancouver and a past judge for
the Red Cedar Book Awards, says his favourites are The Seal Garden
and A Bear’s Life because “the images are beautiful: Ian captures the
animals’ personalities in each shot, and the information is fascinating and well written.” And, he adds, “I love selling the books because
they are accessible for younger readers and middle-grade readers
alike.” Kordic says she’s also a big fan. “I think those books are
beautiful and do a great job of making science and environmental
issues come alive for young readers.”
As for the pair’s creative process, most of the time McAllister
already has the photos in his portfolio. “He’s out there all the time,
and he’s taking photos for his campaign work. But if there’s a special
photo we need, he goes out and gets it—he’s a magician in so many
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ways,” states Read, who describes their work as a true partnership
because they have different skill sets. Says Read: “I love to write, and
he hates to write, so that complements well. And the other thing is,
he doesn’t understand the meaning of the word ‘deadline,’ whereas
I, having worked in journalism for most of my life, understand
how important they are and that they must be met. Part of my job
is making sure they are met, so it’s a bit of the irresistible force and
the immovable object.” Read says they work together on the text,
with McAllister providing much of the information and suggesting
changes. “But, I’m the one writing the book,” clarifies Read, adding
he trusts McAllister and the publisher implicitly when it comes to
choosing photos.
Andrew Wooldridge, publisher of Orca Book Publishers, says
the initial appeal of publishing Read and McAllister’s work was
the subject matter and, “of course, Ian’s outstanding photos,” also
noting that “Nick and Ian are a great team, and Nick’s experience
as a journalist and animal advocate makes him particularly wellsuited to these projects.” Wooldridge credits the books’ popularity
not only to the visuals but also to
the “compelling, enlightening and
accessible text and information
about a unique wild place.” Karlen
agrees: “Nicholas’s writing style is
accessible, interesting and has a
strong aspect of storytelling. These
are the best qualities a non-fiction
writer can have when aiming their
books toward kids.” Karlen, who
highly recommends their books to
kids, parents, teachers and librarians, thinks there are “two things
readers especially enjoy about Ian
and Nicholas’s books: wonderful
images (the beauty he captures in each shot speaks for itself) and
captivating writing. Together, they work hand in hand at telling the
stories of these creatures, resulting in books that both adults and
children can enjoy and learn from.”
Not surprisingly, Wooldridge says Orca has seen healthy sales of
all books by the dynamic duo, with interest from all over the globe.
“Sales in the US have been strong, and we are seeing these books
used in classrooms and libraries.” He also notes their books have
made a positive contribution to animal welfare and environmental
literacy. “We have been able to reach thousands of young readers
with information about the Great Bear Rainforest and the importance of preserving this area. The books are an excellent example of
seeing the importance of wild places like this, and how their survival
is critical to our world.” Also, states Wooldridge, “I like to think the
books have helped save this place. Both Ian and Nick are committed, passionate environmentalists. They have made huge contributions to environmental stewardship and animal welfare.” Read hopes
Wooldridge is right. “When we did all the books about the Great Bear
Rainforest, we mentioned the dangers that exist—industry and habitat destruction and hunting and so forth—and it’s the kind of thing,
we believe, we hope, kids will then say [after reading them], ‘Well,
they shouldn’t be killing those bears!’” Karlen says the books are outstanding not only because they “bring attention to endangered species
and the hurt we humans inflict on them by poisoning the planet,
but they also include recommended readings for kids who want to
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learn more and learn ways to get involved in the fight to protect the
homes and lives of the animals they are reading about.”
Read’s latest book from Heritage House, A Home Away from
Home: True Stories of Wild Animal Sanctuaries, is a revealing
middle-grade read about sanctuaries across North America that
rescue wild animals, providing them with food and safe shelter.
Kordic says this book appeals because Read is “very honest and
matter-of-fact about issues that kids care about. Nicholas is a
passionate advocate for animal welfare, and that comes through on
every page of his books. He has a very direct way of presenting the
facts—which are sometimes quite bleak—but his work is also infused
with hope.” Kordic believes Read’s “advocacy and activism are a great
inspiration to children and young people who share his concern
for animals and want to get involved in protecting and conserving
wildlife,” as his books encourage young people to volunteer at local
animal shelters or get involved in other ways. Although it’s early
days for this book, Kordic says they’ve received “some wonderful
endorsements” from several well-known animal-rights activists,
as well as McAllister himself.
Read’s next book, Caring for Critters, also from Heritage House
and due out in fall 2021, is a monthly diary-style collection of
first-hand accounts of what happened while Read volunteered at
Langley, BC’s Critter Care Wildlife Society, a facility that specializes
in the treatment, care and release of sick, injured and orphaned
native mammals of the province’s southern and lower mainland.
Kordic says the book features “a lot of optimistic, heart-warming
stories, as well as some sad ones, but like all of Nicholas’s books,
this one is full of compassion for our wild neighbours—and a call
to action to protect them in any way we can.” Read says it’s his
favourite book he’s done so far, next to City Critters: Wildlife in the
Urban Jungle, an entertaining and educational middle-grade
non-fiction book about how and why untamed creatures, such
as deer, raccoons, squirrels, skunks, coyotes, alligators, otters and
snakes, manage to survive in big cities.
Now 64, the retired Read lives in Kitsilano, BC, (in a condo that’s
a 10-minute walk to the ocean) that he shares with his beloved
rescue cats, Leo and Oliver. He volunteers regularly (except during
the pandemic) at a local cat shelter and a parrot refuge. Still eagerly
crafting books for young readers, Read says he writes books “to
promote kindness to animals and to value nature. It’s that simple
and basic.” And, he notes, “in a perfect world, everyone would have
environmental literacy. That way, they might realize why protecting
the environment is so important. We’re literate, we’re numerate,
and we should also be environmentally literate, because without the
environment, without nature, there’s no ‘us.’”
Amazingly, Read doesn’t keep a cent of the money he earns from
his books’ sales. “I’m lucky. I have a pension, I invested my money,
and I have enough to live on. This is like gravy. Knowing about these
sanctuaries that look after exotic animals, the things they have to
do—my god—how hard they have to work!” he exclaims. “So what,
I’m going to exploit those stories for my own financial gain? How
could I do that? The very least I can do is give them money.” Read
says he plans on being a driver for Critter Care when the pandemic
has subsided and that overall, he’s gratified with his life. “By accident,
I have become a children’s author. It wasn’t something I deliberately
set out to do, but it’s what I am now. And I’m perfectly happy.”
Jennifer D. Foster is a Toronto-based freelance writer, editor and mentor, and her
company is Planet Word. She also writes book reviews regularly for Canadian Children’s
Book News.
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BIRDSPELL
by Valerie Sherrard

Corbin’s new parakeet seems to have the power to make

his life better, until his mom enters one of her dark periods.
When things are at their worst and there are no answers
at home, where can he turn for help?
dcbyoungreaders.com

FIREFLY
by Philippa Dowding

Motorcycle cop? Medieval warrior? Singing lobster? Living

in a shop with seven million costumes, Firefly can choose to be
anything she wants to be. But before she picks her costume,
she has to find out who she is, and where she belongs.
dcbyoungreaders.com
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Ronsdale Press
The Girl of
Newgate Prison
David Starr
Libby has been sent to Newgate
Prison for helping her brother
when he defended her from an
assault by a Peer of the Realm.
She is saved by the great prison
reformer, Elizabeth Fry.
978-1-55380-617-2 (PB)
978-1-55380-618-9 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 230 pp J $12.95

Tainted Amber
Gabriele Goldstone
When her best friend flees the
German countryside and the
boy she loves is deemed a
threat to Aryan purity, Katya
sees the cruel parallels between
breeding perfect horses and
breeding perfect people.
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978-1-55380-614-1 (PB)
978-1-55380-615-8 (EBOOK)
6 x 9 J 320 pp J $14.95

r is d a ns

Yo upi, la s

17-10-31 1:19 PM

Youpi et ses
bonbons

ou

ou

r is d a ns

Yo upi, la s

Yo upi, la s

Un ami pour
Youpi

Livre 3

•

r is d a ns

Livre 2

PHILIP ROY

ANDREA TORREY BALSARA
•

PHILIP ROY

17-10-31 1:19 PM

r is d a ns

Livre 2

Histoire par
Philip Roy

Histoire par
Philip Roy
Illustrations par
Andrea Torrey Balsara

Illustrations par
Andrea Torrey Balsara
18-09-13 10:38 AM

philip roy
illustrations par andrea torrey Balsara
histoire par

Illustrations par
Andrea Torrey Balsara

Ronsdale PRess
www.ronsdalepress.com

12,95 $

MousePet-cover-French.indd 1
17-10-31 1:19 PM

12,95 $

Yo upi, la s

ANDREA TORREY BALSARA
•

18-08-01 9:44 AM

12,95$

HISTOIRE PAR

ILLUSTRATIONS PAR

Philip Roy

Andrea Torrey Balsara

RONSDALE PRESS

www.ronsdalepress.com

MouseVacation-cover-FR.indd 1

Awesome Wildlife
Defenders
Martha Attema
11-year-old Rebecca has a panic
condition, and her family’s money
struggles don’t help. When she’s
paired with Cedar for a class
project, she learns that his life is
complicated too.

AWESOME

Wildlife

978-1-55380-647-9 (PB)
978-1-55380-648-6 (EBOOK)
5-1/4 x 7-5/8 J 280 pp J $12.95
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DEFENDERS

martha attema

Meet Youpi, a mouse who wants everything NOW, and his patient friend
Jean who helps accommodate Youpi’s wild enthusiasms.
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garder Jean réveillé avec lui jusqu’au lever du soleil.

MouseTales-French-Cover.indd 1

m

Youpi et ses
bonbons

Quelle sorte d’animal de compagnie Youpi veut-il
adopter? Lisez une autre aventure de Youpi et Jean
pour découvrir la réponse dans Un ami pour
Youpi, le troisième livre dans la série Youpi,
la souris dans ma poche.

a poche

Yo upi, la s

r is d a ns

Livre 1

Ronsdale PRess

Histoire par
Philip Roy
Ronsdale PRess

Youpi et SeS bonbonS

ou

www.ronsdalepress.com

C’est la première visite de Youpi à la laverie. Il est fasciné par la machine de
bonbons à la gelée. Mais comment avoir de bonbons si Jean a juste assez d’argent
pour le lavage et la machine de bonbons ne fonctionne pas?

m

LES CONTES DE YOUPI

être petits ou grands

a poche

contes de
Les Y
oupi

Les meilleurs amis peuvent

m

Quand Youpi demande une histoire pour le faire dormir,
il ne se rend pas compte qu’il devra affronter des sorcières, des ours
et le grand méchant loup. Maintenant il est prêt à tout pour
garder Jean réveillé avec lui jusqu’au lever du soleil.

ANDREA TORREY BALSARA

S
Au plaisir de partager d’autres aventures
avec Youpi et Jean !

PHILIP ROY

JellyBeanMouse-cover-French.indd 1

Youpi en
vacances

ou

a poche

Illustrations par
12,95 $ Balsara
Andrea Torrey

Illustrations par
Andrea Torrey Balsara

Quand Youpi rêve de vacances au Taj Mahal et en NouvelleZélande, mais que Jean propose d’aller dans les bois ou bien à la
rivière, la petite souris a peur de ne jamais s’amuser. Que faire ?

Zach, Kyle and their teacher are
transported back to 1866 at the
height of the Cariboo gold rush in
Barkerville. They have to save their
friend Theo from hanging at the
hands of Judge Matthew Begbie.
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FOCUS

INDIGENOUS CULTURE AND THE NATURAL WORLD

Considering Our Relatives
Indigenous Children’s Literature and
Environmentalism
by Nancy Cooper

Growing up, I don’t really remember seeing my lived cultural reality
reflected in the kids’ books I was reading. There were no books
about scrappy little Ojibway kids living in the north, spending time
with family picking berries and listening to the Elders. I most certainly did not read any books about my Anishinaabe culture until I
was in my first year of university.
Unfortunately, this has been a very common experience for
many Indigenous people in Canada, but thankfully there has been
a sea change in the Canadian publishing industry. For at least the
past decade, there has been a growing number of Indigenous-specific children’s books written and illustrated by Indigenous creators
being published and celebrated.
Many of these children’s books have a beautiful commonality in
that they address our relationship with each other and the natural
world, all living beings and the environment as a whole. This is an
important theme found over and over again. This topic naturally
lends itself to the concept of environmentalism and activism. For
this article, four Indigenous authors and illustrators have been
asked to speak about their craft and the importance of relationships
with the natural world in their writing. I asked each author to reflect
on a set of questions regarding their influences and messages they
most wanted readers to receive from their writing. Their children’s
books are beautifully illustrated and convey messages of resilience,
hope, the importance of family and the importance of our relationships with all of creation.
All four are award-winning authors with awards such as the
TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award, the Governor General’s
Literary Award, the Science Writers and Communicators Award,
American Indians in Children’s Literature “Best of” or “Recommended” lists, the Manitoba Book Award and the First Nation
Communities READ award.
Who are our relatives?
I asked the question, why is it important for you as an author
to show the connections between humans and the natural
world/creation?
Joanne Robertson (JR) My main point is that we all have to respect
each other. Who are our relatives? We are related to everyone
and everything! What we personally do affects everyone else. My
relatives include people, trees, plants, birds, fish, whales, insects,
rocks, and all the animals. When I do something, it’s like drop-
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ping a pebble in the water... my action ripples out. I can’t see what
is happening under the water out of my sight, but I know from the
surface that things have changed.
Most of us are so busy every day just trying to survive, and now
we are living through a pandemic, floods, fires, intensified storms.
Elders say this is all happening because Mother Earth is cleaning
house. We call her Mother because she provides everything we
need for a good life. Has your mom ever got after you for not
cleaning your room, and then after no action on your part to show
respect for the things she has provided for you, she cleans it up for
you? She cleans it because she wants you to live in a healthy environment because she loves you and wants the best for you. That is
what I’m talking about.
We are dependents. All other life on earth would be okay without
us, and at this stage in the game would even THRIVE without us—
and in some cases, make a comeback! So we need to recognize that
we are not here to dominate or control the environment, creation,
our relatives… but to learn our place. We need to work on our
relationship with our relatives or start to have a relationship if
we’ve never thought to before. Our relatives haven’t forgotten their
original instructions, we have.
Nicola I. Campbell (NC) I was blessed with my Elders that took us
out gathering plants for food and medicine and other uses since
I was a child. The berries and plants we harvested on the land, as
well as the sockeye, deer and moose, have always been the main
food source for my family and for my ancestors. This year without
sockeye has been very scary and disappointing. I am exceptionally disappointed in the BC Provincial and Federal governments for
their poor management of the harvest of sockeye. I am concerned
for all of our Indigenous communities in British Columbia, for
whom sockeye has been a key food source since time immemorial.
Clayton Gauthier (CG) The connections between humans and
the natural world…they are one and the same. Every spirit here has
a responsibility—the animals, the crawlers, the flyers, the fourlegged, the two-legged, water, fire, wind, rock, the trees, and the
medicine. All things get up each day and do their job. We as human
beings are medicine also. We must ask ourselves, what do we love?
Am I doing what’s best for me and this world? Looking at all spirits
mentioned above, they are dancing every day in a relationship with
the universe. Knowing our personal relationship with ourselves,
Mother Earth and Creator is an important lesson we learn.
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Nadya Kwandibens

Joanne Robertson (JR)
is based in Goulais River,
Ontario and is a member of the
Atikameksheng Anishnawbek.
She is the author/illustrator of
The Water Walker and Nibi is
Water/Nibi aawon nbiish, both
published by Second Story
Press. Nibi is Water/Nibi aawon
nbiish is a dual-language board
book all about nibi or water.
Fun rhyming words about
water and something hidden
on each page make this a
popular ‘read it again’ book
for children.

Brett Huson (BH)
is a member of the Gitxsan
Nation from the Northwest
interior of British Columbia. He
is the author of the Mothers of
Xsan series, the latest of which
is The Eagle Mother, published
by HighWater Press, an imprint
of Portage and Main Press.
The Eagle Mother follows a
family of bald eagles as they
are born and grow into adults.
The readers learn about the
different moons of the Gitxsan
and the various activities of
the people along the river
Xsan (River of Mists). The Eagle
Mother also includes important
information about the Gitxsan
people and an index of all 13 of
the Gitxsan Moons and what
they mean.

Brett Huson (BH) I believe one of the greatest challenges facing
humanity is our disconnection from the world that keeps us alive.
We can only live a few moments without air and only days without
clean drinking water, yet we have done everything harmful to the
ecosystems that create and preserve those exact life elements. So
keeping in touch with reality is important, especially with young
minds as they grow to take on the world we leave behind for them.
Who is listening?
The next question for the authors was about messages. What
message/messages do you want readers to get when they read
your work?
BH I want young readers to feel the wonder of a connected world,
to see that many facets of our existence stem from the interconnectedness of all living and inanimate things. To young people
and even adults, we are so far removed from the world that we have
forgotten how even the simplest bird can impact the world around
us or how a fish such as the sockeye salmon determines the whole
ecosystem around them. I want to restore that wonder to them.
CG I feel one of the messages in the two books I’ve written so far is
understanding the animals we share this world with. The lessons
they have to give us.
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Nicola I. Campbell (NC)
is Nle? Kepmx, Syilx and Métis
from British Columbia. She is
the author of several books,
including Shin-chi’s Canoe,
Shi-shi-etko and Grandpa’s Girls,
published by Groundwood
Books, A Day with Yayah
published by Tradewind Books,
and the highly anticipated Stand
Like a Cedar from HighWater
Press, which was released in
February 2021. Stunningly
illustrated by Carrielynn Victor,
Stand Like a Cedar shares with
the reader a dreamy and
beautiful story of family,
ancestors, the importance of
language and cultural activities
that have been undertaken
for millennia.

Clayton Gauthier (CG)
is Cree, Dakelh from British
Columbia. He is the author and
illustrator of The Salmon Run
and Sus Yoo/The Bear’s
Medicine, both published by
Theytus Books. Sus Yoo/The
Bear’s Medicine is a duallanguage English/Dakelh
picture book that follows a
mother bear and her twin cubs
as she teaches them important
life skills, all the while sharing
with them stories of their
ancestors and highlighting the
importance of being thankful
for the gifts of creation.

NC To remember how deeply interconnected we are to the land
and all living things as Indigenous people. That we have been here
since time immemorial, and we will continue; that it is never too
late to reconnect to the teachings of our elders and ancestors.
JR I’m hoping when they read The Water Walker and Nibi is
Water that they feel inspired to first answer the wise ogimaa’s and
Nokomis’ question, “What are you going to do about it?” Second,
I hope that kids and the big kids reading to them are motivated to
deepen their relationship with water. Once they do this, it will be
easier to answer the Nokomis’ question.
Who is watching over us?
We, as writers, have been influenced by many other people and
experiences. I asked the authors about who and what influenced
their writing.
NC My children and my elders.
CG The journey and all things that surround us. We hold the power
to see the love in everything and be mindful to receive the lessons
in a loving way.

Continued on next page
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FOCUS

INDIGENOUS CULTURE AND THE NATURAL WORLD

JR Nokomis Josephine-ba Mandamin and the water walkers. (ba
is a suffix attached to the name of someone who has passed over
to the spirit world in Anishinaabemowin.) We are all water vessels. During lockdown and while isolating in our homes, we need
to take great care of ourselves and each other. The water walkers
on the road, away from their families and loved ones for months
at a time, took great care of the vessel they were carrying. They
sacrificed much to protect that precious vessel and the life it held.
We need to see life through water walkers’ eyes. Another one of my
influences is one of my helpers, the maple tree outside my window
that cheers me up by waving at me when I’m struggling at my desk!
BH My greatest influences in life have been my grandparents,
parents, and extended wilp (or family). All of my relatives and many
knowledge keepers and teachers in Gitxsan society have raised me
and shown me how the world works and how we must conduct
ourselves as people on this earth that we revere as our mother.
Who do we stand with?
Being an activist can mean different things to different people.
What does it mean for Indigenous people who may be intimately
aware of the interconnectedness of all parts of creation? I asked
the authors to weigh in on activism and whether they considered
themselves activists when it comes to the themes of
environmentalism and land protection.
CG I am finding the peace within, doing my best to walk this
journey in a loving way. What we put out into the universe comes
back to us… I want my kids to live in a loving world. Doing my best
to be mindful to walk in this world in a good way.
NC As best as I can, yes. My children always come first.
JR I feel a responsibility to use my gifts I have been given to act, so
I guess by definition, I may be considered one. I helped coordinate
Nokomis-ba’s walks for many years, and I monitor GPS units that
the water walkers attach to their water vessels. My activist tools are
markers, keyboards, pens and pencils.
BH I am certainly called an activist. I was born during a time of
roadblocking and fighting for our territory long before social media
support. My family blockaded the logging industry during the
Federal Delgamuukw court case. We did, and we do, everything in
our power to ensure that future generations have land that can still
sustain them.
We all learn.
Writing can be a very introspective process. Authors learn more
and deeply about themselves and their reality. Writing can also
unearth things already known, but now known in a different way,
seen in a different light because of the process. I asked the authors
about what they learned while writing and/or illustrating their
books.

BH One of the greatest things I learned while writing and doing
designs for my book is that I found my forever passion. I was 35
when I found it, but there’s never a time in your life where you’re
cut off from pursuing dreams.
JR I learned that colouring in my illustrations makes time fly, and
it’s a good way to tune out the world when life is serving up lemons.
I learned that it’s easiest to tell a story if it comes from your heart
and a strong sense of responsibility. I learned that one small picture
book holds hundreds of untold stories. I learned I need to trust
my semaa (tobacco) when I sit down to write. I learned contracts
are really confusing! I learned my favourite writing and illustrating spaces are hotel rooms, noisy coffee shops and my mom’s
living room couch. All three have been out of reach for quite a few
months now, so it’s been me and my maple tree.
Who knew?
After their interviews, I asked the authors if there was anything
else they would like to convey to readers and potential readers
that they felt was important to consider regarding activism,
the environment, and creation. I want to take this opportunity to
say a very big chi-meegwetch to all the authors for taking time
from their busy lives to answer my questions in such thoughtful
and loving ways!
CG Keep sharing what is true to you. Follow your heart; it will take
you to beautiful places in this journey.
JR Be curious. Learn origin stories. Learn rubbish-trail stories.
(How things get to your home, and where they go when they leave).
BH Another key reason for my writing is to show the world that
Indigenous lives are not the token artwork at a store or the 6 o’clock
news story about reconciliation. Indigenous ways of existing
and knowing are the things that shaped the lands that everyone
associates as “Canada.” Everything from major highways to the city
centres were already cities, roadways and communities. They were
already here from thousands of years of existence and trade among
the nations of the continent. As I continue writing, my work will be
one of the many voices of the many nations of these lands. We are
doing this work because we are in a time of renaissance. Indigenous people were never stuck stagnant in Tradition. Colonization
and genocide gave the perspective that the Indigenous cultures are
a thing of the past and never evolved. We have always moved with
the land, and so did our cultures. The more we are given a voice,
the more the people will hear the land’s voice.
Nancy Cooper is from the Chippewas of Rama First Nation in southern Ontario.
She is the First Nation Consultant at the Southern Ontario Library Service and is the author
of The Trading Tree, published by The Prince’s Trust and the Ontario Water Centre.

CG Learning the power of our words we share… keeping things
simple and true.
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A N NUA L GENE RA L MEE TI NG O F

Tuesday, June 8, 2021 | 6:00pm EST
Tune in virtually. More information to come.
Members and the public welcome!

F O R MO R E I N F OR MA TI ON, VI SI T B O OKC E NTR E . C A
CALL FO R NOMI NA TIONS
To all members: The Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Annual
General Meeting is taking place on Tuesday June 8 2021 virtually.
In accordance with Section 3.04(b) of our bylaws please accept
this notice as a formal call for the nomination of directors. The
members will elect new director(s) to the board to fill any
vacancies at the Annual General Meeting. We welcome
nominations from the general membership.
If you are a member in good standing with the Canadian
Children’s Book Centre and have someone in mind who you
think would be an asset to the CCBC and its mission and
goals, please send the name of the person you are
nominating along with their mailing address, email
address, current telephone number and a short bio to Rose
Vespa at rose@bookcentre.ca.

Qualities we are looking for in a potential board member:
strong belief in and commitment to the mission and goals of
the CCBC
would be interested in people with background in finance,
public relations, fundraising, IT or website specialization
must work well in groups
although not essential, a plus would be some background in
children’s literature
able to commit to giving time and energy to the
organization
Once a nomination is received by the nominating committee of
the board it will issue to the nominee a form of consent that
must be completed by the nominee and returned as soon as
reasonably possible and in any event prior to the Annual
General Meeting. A nominee shall also meet any other
requirements for nomination determined by the board of
directors from time to time.

Nominations must be received by May 14, 2021 in order for them to be considered by the nominations committee of the board.

The purpose of the meeting, in addition to electing directors, is
for the members to appoint an auditor to hold office until the
next Annual General Meeting and to receive the audited
financial statements.*

The names of the individuals nominated for election as directors
and the name of the auditor being recommended for
appointment will be available by May 14, 2021 at
bookcentre.ca/agm2021.
Members are reminded that they may appoint a proxy to attend
the Annual General Meeting on their behalf. Any such
appointment must be evidenced by a document in writing,
signed by the member and received by the CCBC prior to the
date of the Annual General Meeting. A proxy form will be
available online at bookcentre.ca/agm2021 by May 14, 2021.
*The audited financial statements will be available by May 14,
2021. Any member may, on request, obtain a copy.

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

ENVIRONMENTAL WRITERS

A Warm, Worldly Welcome
to Discovery and Resilience
Promoting Environmental Literacy
by MARYLYNN MILLER OKE
Communicating to children about the environment digs deeper than facts and
figures. Inspiring a sense of wonderment over doom and gloom empowers kids
to fall in love with the interconnected world we all share.
Five authors who know how to transform the science into hope for our planet
discuss the love they have for their vital work. They also explain why they are
compelled to help kids and the environment find their way together.

Pamela Hickman (PH)
Pamela Hickman is an award-winning author of over
40 non-fiction books for children and youth. She has
a degree in Environmental Studies and Biology from
the University of Waterloo. She also works as an editor.
Pamela lives in Canning, Nova Scotia..
Etta Kaner (EKaner)
Etta Kaner writes non-fiction books for children of
all ages as well as for teachers. Many of her books
have won awards and have been translated into
various languages. She lives in Toronto.
Elin Kelsey (EKelsey)
Elin Kelsey, PhD, is an award-winning author and a leading
spokesperson for hope and the environment. Elin is the
co-creator of #OceanOptimism, a Twitter campaign to crowdsource and share ocean conservation successes which has
reached 90 million users. She is passionate about engaging
kids in hopeful, science-based, environmental solutions.
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Michelle Mulder (MM)
Michelle Mulder is the author of seven books in the Orca
Footprints series, including Home Sweet Neighborhood,
Every Last Drop, and Pedal It. She is also the author of
several novels for young people. She lives in Victoria, BC.
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Anuradha Rao (AR)
Anuradha Rao is a Registered Professional Biologist,
writer, and facilitator focussing on coastal and marine
ecosystems. She is the author of the book One Earth:
People of Color Protecting Our Planet and more than two
dozen other academic and popular media publications.
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Why is writing about the environment important to you?
PH I believe we need to minimize our impact on the planet in
order to protect it and sustain the life that currently exists here.
Sharing my passion for nature and concern for the environment is
a way for me to inspire others to build respect for our world and a
commitment to protect what we have, as well as try to reverse some
of the damage that has been done. Future generations need to be
informed and inspired to act to save the environment.

AROUND THE WORLD WITH

SURVIVORMAN

EKaner I love nature. I am an avid gardener. I enjoy going for walks
in the woods and discovering colourful fungi, unusual tree bark,
interesting insects, bird song—whatever nature has to offer. So, it’s
just natural that I would write about it and want to share my love of
nature with children.

L E S

S T R O U D

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ANDREW P. BARR

EKelsey We are part of this incredibly vibrant, living planet that
includes 8.7 million other species. I want to welcome children into
this inspiring idea of interconnection. To really see one’s self as
part of this extraordinary global ecosystem is very empowering.
It opens all kinds of possibilities. The way to engage with critical
issues like climate change, is to recognize the strength and resilience of ourselves and the planet. When we move in that hopeful
direction, we are much more empowered to engage with the challenging issues we collectively face.
MM For me, it’s all about connection—to each other and to the rest
of the natural world. So often we think of humans and nature as
separate, but we’re as intricately linked to our environment as any
other creature on Earth, whether we acknowledge it or not. The
better we understand this, the more clearly we see the importance
of looking after this amazing planet.

Ages 8–12 / 9781773215075 pb with flaps

HOW FASHION AND BEAUTY ARE
BEING USED TO RECLAIM CULTURES

by VOGUE WRITER
CHRISTIAN ALLAIRE

AR As writers, we are encouraged to write what we know. I have
worked in the environmental field in some way or another during
my whole career. I believe that writing about environmental issues
as a practitioner brings legitimacy to the messages.
What inspires you to share stories and knowledge about the
environment with children?
PH From an early age, I think children are naturally interested in
animals and their surroundings. If they understand that they can
play a role in caring for nature and all it encompasses, it is empowering. Even small things like recycling, not littering, and generally
reducing their impacts on the environment are very do-able for
anyone, anywhere, at any age. As they get older and more knowledgeable, their positive impact can become bigger.
EKaner I am lucky enough to have retained a sense of wonder and
curiosity about the natural world from my childhood. Through my
books, I try to inspire that sense of wonder in my readers. This is
especially important today when children spend a lot more time on
devices than outdoors in nature.
EKelsey Children have important ideas to share. Hearing their
voices is crucial to social justice. We absolutely should be thinking
about young people and the ways that they understand the world.
All of my books are based on first-person interviews with scientists. We owe kids up-to-date, state-of-the-art information about
the positive developments and solutions that are being used to
Continued on next page
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Ages 12+
9781773214917 pb
9781773214900 hc

Every BODY is different!
“Beautiful and important.”
—Kirkus review
Ages 3–5
9781773214726 hc

annick press
www.annickpress.com Available from your favourite bookstore
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tackle global problems, and invite them to help amplify effective
approaches.
MM Kids are natural explorers, flying at life and getting excited
about everything from mud puddles to spiders, owls, and moonlight. I want to nurture that passion and curiosity and to foster in
readers a sense of belonging and stewardship in the world. The
more we know about our interconnectedness, the more eager we
are to protect the place we call home.
AR I was inspired to share about how diversity is essential to a
healthy environment. I started with an urge to write about people of
colour who are environmental defenders, and it became the book
One Earth: People of Color Protecting Our Planet. As I explored
what kind of writing was already out there and what I wanted to
write, it became clear to me that what I wanted to do—present
brief stories about many diverse heroes and role models whose
voices, faces and achievements don’t usually get the attention they
deserve—was a format typically aimed at younger readers. From
there, I found that my natural writing style worked for the audience
and gave me permission to keep both the content and the process
fun. Now I can’t imagine writing anything else! (Although I do.)
How do you decide which topics to explore?
Please describe the issues that you are passionate about.
PH Most topics I have written about, such as conservation and
wildlife, reflect my own interests. I wrote two books in a Firefly
series called Changing the Future for Endangered Wildlife. One
of them, Turtle Rescue, was about endangered turtles around the
world. When my family lived in Saint Lucia for a couple of years, we
participated in a conservation program for endangered leatherback
turtles. It inspired me to learn more about turtles around the world
and the projects being done to save them. It was fascinating.

ELVIS, ME, AND THE
LEMONADE STAND SUMMER
by Leslie Gentile

Truly knows that the father she has never met is Indigenous.
She knows he was a huge Elvis fan. And now, she knows where
he lives. Just wait until he finds out that Truly’s new
neighbour is the real Elvis Presley, alive and well!
dcbyoungreaders.com

EKaner The topics I explore are ones that pique my interest and will
also be meaningful to children if presented in an appealing way. It’s
important that children are not passive recipients of information
but are stimulated to think. For example, in my book Friend or Foe:
The Whole Truth about Animals That People Love to Hate, I present
the negative aspects of an animal first and then the positive.
Readers are then asked their opinion about whether the animal is a
friend or foe. Much of the information deals with the impact on the
environment but in a fun way.
EKelsey I follow the emergence of trends in scientific research. In
You Are Stardust, I wanted to show the wonder of an ecosystem
worldview through the surprising ways that we are all part of
nature. A child blowing a kiss to the world by spreading pollen
from a plant reflects scientific research about the ways that people,
as well as birds, butterflies, bees and other species actively spread
pollen. I am also super interested in the agency that other species have. A Last Goodbye recognizes the emotional capacity of
gorillas, elephants and other highly intelligent social animals. It is a
compassionate exploration of how they– like humans – face grief,
change, and loss.
MM To be honest, I feel like my topics find me! When I was
researching Every Last Drop, a book on water, I found many references to pollution and garbage, and the next thing I knew, I was

20

C A N A D I A N C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K N E W S SPRING 2 0 2 1

TRIP OF THE DEAD
by Angela Misri

Trip might be the clumsiest raccoon around, but he’s got
street smarts to help his animal friends through the zombie
apocalypse. Now he needs their help … because he hasn’t
seen another raccoon in ages. Where have they all gone?
The answer might be scarier than any zombie horde!
dcbyoungreaders.com
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working on Trash Talk, a book about trash. While I researched that
book, I came across references to consumerism, and soon I was
writing about how to build stronger communities and buy less in
Pocket Change. One topic has naturally led to the next.
AR My personal passions centre around the ocean, but also diversity and connection. As a result, the stories in One Earth touch on
a wide variety of environmental themes. It was important to me
to showcase many kinds of diversity, including the many types
of environmental projects people undertake and the different
pathways that got them there. I asked all 20 people I interviewed
to explain how their background, culture or identity helped them
achieve a success that the mainstream environmental movement
wouldn’t have otherwise achieved. I wanted everyone who read
the book to find at least one person with whom they can identify in
some way.
What do you hope to convey about the environment to children
through the books they read?
PH I want children to understand that they are part of the environment and share the responsibility of everyone on the planet to take
care of it. I want them to see that learning about the environment
is fun and exciting. It is also a way to inspire people to get involved
and commit to positive actions.
EKaner If we want children to care about the environment, we first
have to give them that sense of wonder about nature. That’s what
I try to instill in children through my books. Children need to be
given the stimulus to be amazed by nature’s uniqueness and be
given the opportunity to develop an emotional attachment to it.
Only then will they be cognizant of and motivated to care for the
environment.
EKelsey To encourage kids to marvel at and celebrate the intimate
ways their lives are connected to other species and this glorious
planet. You Are Never Alone explores the myriad ways that nature’s
got our backs. Social networks amongst trees for example, support
the resilience of urban forests which in turn, create healthier, safer
places for kids to grow up.
MM I try to make my books a celebration of the incredible planet
we live on. I want to be honest about our environmental challenges, like pollution and climate change, but I don’t want to sink
into doom and gloom. I find hope, creativity and inspiration much
more productive!
AR Children today know so much more than I did as a child about
environmental and social justice issues and how they are intertwined. I appreciate that they have a lot on their minds from an
early age, including many lived experiences. They also have a
sense of hope and wonder that I want to support and encourage.
I have found that a lot of environmental works showcase white
people. I wanted to recognize the rest of us. I wanted to show
children of different backgrounds that they are valuable; and that in
their traditions, cultures and experiences, they have wisdom about
the world around us. I wanted to show them that people who look
like them, people with whom they can identify, have always held
important roles in our shared struggle to protect our environment.
And that they can too.
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Why do children need to be aware about the importance of
the environment? How do you inspire them to take action?
PH When young children grow up learning to love and care for
the environment, they are more inspired to take action. When
they understand the dangerous consequences of not caring, they
are also motivated to take action and try to motivate others to take
action. Many of my books, such as Wetlands, Habitats, and the new
Nature All Around series, provide conservation tips and activities
for kids to do.
EKaner It’s important to give our future environmental stewards
the motivation to care about the environment enough to be conscious of their everyday actions and how they impact the environment. Children are perfectly capable of reducing and reusing
in their daily lives, as well as making life easier for the plant and
animal world, such as growing flowers that will attract pollinators.
There are examples of this in my book Pretty Tricky: The Sneaky
Ways Plants Survive.
EKelsey Children are living amid a planetary crisis. Yet, we need
to reject the tired narrative of environmental doom and gloom that
leaves kids feeling overwhelmed and hopeless. The environmental
crisis is also a crisis of hope. Rising rates of eco-anxiety amidst
even young children show how worried kids are about the state of
the planet. Research reveals that many kids can’t even imagine a
future for themselves. We need to engage kids with evidence-based
examples of hopeful, solutions that are happening all over the
world. We have species that are resilient and are making recoveries.
Children feel hopeful and empowered to act when they have supportive, caring relationships with other people and other species;
when they feel pride about being part of meaningful changes; and
when they are welcomed as important members of communities
that are collectively acting for a more just and sustainable world.
MM More people than ever before are growing up in cities, getting
around in cars, and buying all our food from supermarkets. It can
seem like humans are separate from the rest of nature, but we’re
part of a rich web of life that provides us with everything from
water, to food, to the air we breathe. I want to nurture fascination
and reverence for our ecosystems and all that they contain. If I can
help do that, then I believe that readers’ curiosity and passion will
flow toward advocacy and a powerful movement that will get us
where we need to go.
AR Children and adults alike need to know that we are all connected, that everything on this Earth and beyond is connected,
that our actions have consequences. Many children around the
world already know this through their cultures, ways of life and
intrinsic senses and feelings as open-minded, open-hearted
humans—this knowledge needs to be validated. The world and its
problems can seem insurmountable even to adults. Children and
adults alike can be inspired by the impact of both the little things
and the big things that any of us can do and by the positive actions
of others. I feel that having diverse role models is really important
to inspire diverse readers.
Visit bookcentre.ca/eco to read more of this discussion.
Marylynn Miller Oke is a freelance writer with a focus on good news stories. milleroke.com
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Readers Take Flight

Canadian Children’s Book Week looks a bit different this year.
Instead of boarding planes and trains, 24 Canadian children’s
authors, illustrators and storytellers will be sitting down at
their computers each day to connect virtually with children
and teens across the country from May 2 to 8, 2021. Here is
what they have to say about the upcoming tour.

What are you most looking forward to about
Canadian Children’s Book Week?
Aidan Cassie I can’t wait to meet the kids! My home studio is
tucked in the woods, up a hill, on a little island in the Salish Sea.
I’ve had little reason to leave my property in the last year, except for
groceries. There’s nothing I miss more than getting to share stories
with kids, hearing their ideas, and creating with them!
Jean E. Pendziwol Writers usually work in isolation—typing away
and making up stories. Some of those stories go on to become
books that come alive in the hearts and minds of readers, but we
don’t often get to connect with our readers except through our art.
I’m really looking forward to sharing my work in person (well...
virtually in person.) And I’m looking forward to sharing a little bit
about the beautiful part of Canada that I live in with students in
other parts of the country.
Saumiya Balasubramaniam Well, of course it is meeting the children who often inspire me. I also look forward to the wide range of
experience that Book Week offers, especially since I am touring in
provinces other than my own. It may open up new conversations
around geography, and hence diversity of place and culture.
Shane Peacock I’m looking forward to connecting with the
students and teachers. The latter have been such heroes to all of us
during the pandemic, and Book Week is a chance for us authors
to give back to them and let them know we appreciate them... Any
time we as authors have an opportunity to get students excited
about reading, especially those who maybe aren’t such fans when
we first encounter them, is a good time! Getting a student interested in reading can change their entire lives.
How are you preparing for a virtual Book Week?
Debbie Ridpath Ohi I’m planning all kinds of fun and interactive
art/writing activities I can do with young readers during virtual
visits, plus gathering props and book sketches for when I talk about
how I write and illustrate books for young people. I’m also getting
into the mood by reading lots of books by Canadian creators, as
well as watching the inspiring videos on Bibliovideo. SO EXCITED
AND I CAN’T WAIT!
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Clayton Hanmer I’m getting mentally psyched to “travel” from
New Brunswick to Quebec and then on to the Northwest Territories all in five days! It’s going to be amazing! I’m also doing hand
stretches to get my drawing hand ready to share some fresh comics
and doodles with the kids. (Oh and I may also create a new Zoom
background as well.)
Robin Stevenson I am trying to make my presentations as interactive as possible, building in lots of opportunities for discussion,
creativity and questions. I may not be able to be there in person,
but I want these sessions to be engaging and fun for the students.
Mireille Messier I don’t have to pack, so that’s a plus. I hate
packing! Also, instead of presenting with physical books, my books
will all be in virtual format this time. That worries me a bit because
a real, paper book never glitches. I have to be ready to improvise
should there be technical issues. Sometimes, magic happens
during those unexpected moments. It makes things exciting!
Kevin Sylvester It’s been a year of adjustments. In-person visits
have a different kind of energy, and I’ve unexpectedly found that
virtual visits offer some advantages such as one-on-one focus. If
I’m talking about how baseballs are made and I hold up one as a
prop in a gym, the experience is different for the kid in front and
the kid in back. But in a virtual setting, each kid can feel as if I’m
talking to them, personally... So in some ways it’s more “one on one”
even though we’re possibly thousands of miles apart and using
technology to connect.
What aspects of your in-person presentations do you most
hope to transfer successfully to a virtual environment?
Rita Cox I hope to kindle that essential link between teller and
listeners which has been referred to as “that gentle echoed music”…
I hope to stimulate the creative imagination, the sense of wonder,
anticipation and humor of the listeners through the magic of the
spoken word; and above all the shared joy of listeners and storyteller alike.
Carolyn Fisher I can’t wait to do some more live drawing with
kids during Book Week! In my pre-pandemic life, I drew scores of
on-the-spot portraits of school kids. I miss spending time in school
and libraries. (Luckily, my son shares my studio space for his online
school, so I get to revisit Grade 7 in a big way this year.)
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Hatem Aly My main focus is on creativity and imagination
whether in constructing a visual narrative or interesting character
designs with some thought process, background and showing how
a drawing could tell a story. That works wonderfully in a virtual
environment and I can easily show examples through sharing a
screen or grabbing a book.
Why is it an exciting time to be an
author/illustrator/storyteller in Canada?
Katherine Battersby As authors this pandemic has forced us to
be more creative in how we engage with our audiences. We are
using video, social networking, live chats and streaming to link up
with audiences we never would have had the opportunity to before.
The benefit is we can reach wider audiences. I am learning new
skills in these areas that will change the way I work long after the
pandemic.
Monique Polak The COVID-19 pandemic has changed not only
Canada, but the entire world. We’ve learned that we need science
to help us find the vaccinations to protect us from the disease, but
we’ve also learned that we need STORIES to make us think and
keep us entertained. Also, it seems to me our world has really begun
working hard on important issues such as equity and diversity.
Kids need to find themselves in the stories they read. And if they
don’t, we need to find ways to help them tell their own stories.
Selina Eisenberg As far as I am concerned, it’s always a great time
to be a storyteller in Canada. However, what makes it most exciting
right now is that storytellers across Canada are telling stories online
to each other and to audiences beyond their own province. It’s
exhilarating for Canadian storytellers to be telling stories on almost
any given day of the week from the comfort of their own homes to
listeners and other tellers around the world.
Charlene and Wilson Bearhead This is such an exciting and
inspiring time to be authors in Canada because Canadians are
awaking. They are curious about Indigenous people and stories.
People want to connect and reconcile and build understanding so
they are much more open to hearing stories and perspectives that
are new to them... This is a wonderful time to honour and uplift
Indigenous children through our stories. At the same time, it’s a
great time to invite non-Indigenous children, families and school
community members to learn through the beauty of story.
Lori Doody It is an exciting time to be an author and illustrator in
Canada right now because there are so many excellent writers and
artists who create inspiring work. There are also many Canadian
editors and publishers who are willing to promote Canadian picture books to our country and to the rest of the world.
Do you have memories of meeting an
author/illustrator when you were a kid? Who was it?
What impact did that experience have?
Cecil Castellucci The closest that I have to that kind of memory
is the journalist son of screenwriter Ring Lardner Jr., who came to
talk to our class about his dad when we were reading The Crucible
because Ring Lardner Jr. had been blacklisted as one of the
Hollywood Ten for his involvement with the Communist Party.
It was a real eye-opener and made literature come alive for me.
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J. Torres When I was around 12 years old, I met two legendary
comic book creators: writer Chris Claremont and artist Paul Smith.
They collaborated on issues of The X-men that are considered classics today. I remember there being this long line to see them with
lots of excited fans young and old. But my biggest take away from
that day was how great the two were in terms of interacting with
the fans, especially younger ones, and it hit me that it’s not just
about creating stories, it’s also about connecting with people who
read and enjoy those stories, which is what Book Week is all about.
Kenneth Oppel During my entire childhood I saw only one author
reading, but I remember it vividly. I was in Grade 6 in Halifax, Nova
Scotia, and my class walked over to the public library to see D.
Harold Turner read from his book To Hang a Rebel, about the Upper
Canada Rebellion in 1837... I was enthralled. I still have my signed
copy of the book in my office bookshelf. The impact of this public
reading on me was huge: it was the simple yet timeless thrill of
being told a story—in this case by the author himself. It also helped
me realize that I was not alone in my own interest in writing, and
showed me a possible future as an author!
Paul Covello Barbara Reid visited my elementary school to present
Effie, a story about an ant with an impossibly loud booming voice,
and I still love that book today! The illustrations have so much that
I try to incorporate in my own work: an amazing sense of humour,
quirky character designs, bold colours, interesting perspectives
(and of course, all of Reid’s incredibly detailed Plasticine work
is always mind-blowing). Reid’s visit was definitely an inspiring
experience to keep developing my love of art and books!
Why is Canadian Children’s Book Week so important?
Natasha Deen Programs like Canadian Children’s Book Week
are vital in sharing Canadian experiences across the nation and
gathering up the stories of the places visited and sharing them
once artists are back home. Book Week allows for the collection,
dissemination, and celebration of what it means to be Canadian
and what we need to do as individuals and as a people to further
those connections to ourselves and each other.
Michelle Barker It’s important for students to see that authors are
real people—to make that connection with the person behind the
book. When I was a student, we never had a visit from an author. I
would have loved to listen to an author speak about their creative
process and to imagine that maybe one day I, too, could write a
book. These visits have the potential to be life changing, especially
for students who are interested in writing—but also for students
who are avid readers, and maybe even for ones who aren’t, sparking
an interest in reading that might otherwise go undiscovered.
Nicola Winstanley Sometimes it feels weird being an author: you
write a book and out it goes, but you don’t know what it’s really like
for a kid when it’s read to them or they read it themselves. What
was the best part? What did it make them think about? Book Week
allows authors and kids to have those conversations, and that’s
really precious… I hope it makes them think they could write or
illustrate too, because everyone has a story to tell in their own way.
Visit bookweek.ca for more information on Canadian Children’s
Book Week 2021.
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ENVIRONMENTAL BOOKS

Environment/Natural World
The youth of today are tomorrow’s activists. Teaching children about our Earth and the
environment is essential if we want to see positive change. Meghan Howe, the CCBC’s Library
Coordinator, has compiled a list of books about the environment and the natural world that
would make great additions to public, school and home libraries.

PICTURE BOOKS FOR PRESCHOOL
TO GRADE 4

Kits, Cubs, and Calves:
An Arctic Summer

The Bug Girl: (A True Story)

written by Suzie Napayok-Short
illustrated by Tamara Campeau
Inhabit Media, 2020

written by Sophia Spencer with
Margaret McNamara
illustrated by Kerascoët
Tundra Books, 2020

Sophia’s love of bugs was fine when she
was very young, but by first grade, she was
bullied for liking bugs and almost gave up on
her passion. Until her mother had a fantastic
idea! This picture book celebrates women in
science, bugs of all kinds and the importance
of staying true to yourself.

Surrounded by her family, Akuluk experiences the beautiful sights, sounds, and
animals that abound in the ocean and along
the shore during the short Arctic summer.
This beautiful book teaches young readers
how close humans are to our animal counterparts and that caring for the environment
in which we live is one of our most important
responsibilities.

Lilliana and the Frogs
The Honeybee
written by Kirsten Hall
illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2018

Bzzz… What’s that? Do you hear it? You’re
near it. It’s closer, it’s coming, it’s buzzing,
it’s humming… A BEE! With zooming, vibrant
verse and buzzy, beautiful illustrations,
this celebration of the critically important
honeybee is a honey-sweet treasure of a
picture book.

written and illustrated by Scot Ritchie
Harbour Publishing, 2020

Lilliana, a young nature lover, adores chorus
frogs. Her room is already full of frog posters
and toys, but one night she listens to frogs
singing and decides to bring home some
real, live frogs. A humorous story with playful
illustrations that will inspire young readers to
explore nature.

Sus Yoo/The Bear’s Medicine
written and illustrated by Clayton Gauthier
translated by Danny Alexis and Theresa Austin
Theytus Books, 2019

A mother bear shares with her cubs how to
be grateful for all they have in the natural
world and how each season brings changes
and blessings for the bears. It is a story of a
mother’s love for her children as she teaches
them how to survive. Written in English and
Dakelh.

What Matters
written by Alison Hughes
illustrated by Holly Hatam
Orca Book Publishers, 2020 © 2016

What happens when one small boy picks up
one small piece of litter? He doesn’t know it,
but his tiny act has big consequences. This
book gently explores nature’s connections
and traces the ripple effects of one child’s
good deed to show how we can all make a
big difference.

When the Earth Shook
written by Lisa Lucas
illustrated by Laurie Stein
Tilbury House Publishers, 2020

This picture book provides a mythical
framework to help kids understand that it will
be their job to help save the Earth. This story,
about two stars trying to twinkle through the
pollution smog on Earth, offers a new way
of thinking about climate change.
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JUNIOR & INTERMEDIATE FICTION
AND NON-FICTION FOR
KINDERGARTEN TO GRADE 8
The Boreal Forest: A Year in the World’s
Largest Land Biome
written by L.E. Carmichael
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon
Kids Can Press, 2020

The boreal forest spans countries in the
northern regions, making it the planet’s
largest land biome. Discover the plants and
animals that call the boreal forest home and
its significant role in maintaining our planet’s
delicate balance.

If a Tree Falls:
The Global Impact of Deforestation
(Orca Footprints)
written by Nikki Tate
Orca Book Publishers, 2020

Every day more of the world’s forests
disappear. Trees are cleared for agriculture,
lost in wildfires and harvested for the
valuable products they supply. Find out why
forests are so important, what happens
when we lose them and what you can do
to help protect them.

The Hermit
written by Jan L. Coates
Nimbus Publishing, 2020

Danny, 11, was hoping to have a simple, fun
summer, but his plans are derailed when
developers threaten to build condos on his
community’s beloved soccer field, and he
cultivates an unexpected friendship with a
hermit living in the nearby woods. Other
uncovered secrets might just help Danny
save the soccer field once and for all.
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Our Environment:
Everything You Need to Know

The Sockeye Mother
(Mothers of Xsan, Book 1)

written by Jacques Pasquet
illustrated by Yves Dumont
translated by Shelley Tanaka
Owlkids Books, 2020

written by Hetxw’ms Gyetxw (Brett D. Huson)
illustrated by Natasha Donovan
HighWater Press, 2017

This engaging book takes readers back to
the basics, offering an accessible overview of
what makes up our environment, how those
parts work and why they matter. Divided
into five sections—water, air, soil, energy
and climate—the book uses facts, figures
and simple language to give an overarching
survey of our environment.

Rising Seas: Flooding, Climate Change
and Our New World
written by Keltie Thomas
illustrated by Belle Wuthrich and Kath Boake W.
Firefly Books, 2018

Since 1900, global sea levels have been
steadily rising each year. This book gives
youth a view of what the Earth might look
like under the rising and falling water levels
of climate change. Shocking images will help
readers understand the urgency for action
and better understand today’s environmental
issues.

Siha Tooskin Knows the Nature of Life
(Siha Tooskin Knows)
written by Charlene Bearhead and
Wilson Bearhead
illustrated by Chloe Bluebird Mustooch
HighWater Press, 2020

What can rocks, trees and birds possibly
teach human beings? Siha Tooskin (Paul)
knows that Mother Earth gives us many
things. On a nature journey with his mom,
readers learn how strength, generosity,
kindness and humility are all shown by
grandfather rocks, towering trees, fourlegged ones, and winged ones—reminding
us of the part we have to play in this
amazing creation.

To the Gitxsan people of Northwestern BC,
the sockeye salmon is more than just
a source of food. Over its life cycle, it
nourishes the land and forests that the
Skeena River runs through and where the
Gitxsan make their home. This book explores
how the animals, water, soil and seasons
are all intertwined.

The Summer We Saved the Bees
written by Robin Stevenson
Orca Book Publishers, 2015

Wolf’s mother is obsessed with saving
the world’s honeybees. He gets that. But
it’s another thing altogether when she
announces that she’s taking her Save the
Bees show on the road—family style,
complete with mortifying bee costumes.

The Wolves Return: A New Beginning
for Yellowstone National Park
written and illustrated by Celia Godkin
Pajama Press, 2017

Twenty-three Canadian grey wolves were
reintroduced into Yellowstone National Park
in 1995-1996. To researchers’ surprise, the
wolves’ introduction changed an entire
ecosystem, improving biodiversity and
altering the very landscape. This true story
offers an important lesson about the
difference one creature can make in creating
a healthy, thriving world.
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SENIOR FICTION AND NON-FICTION
FOR GRADE 7 AND UP

Protectors of the Planet:
Environmental Trailblazers from
7 to 97

Endangered:
A Death on a Deadline Mystery

written by Jamie Bastedo
Red Deer Press, 2020

written by Kate Jaimet
The Poisoned Pencil, 2015

Hayley, 17, working as a cub reporter for her
dad’s newspaper, is pulled off her first scoop
and sent on a research trip to study a rare
sea turtle. The voyage takes a sinister twist
when a fishing boat appears, intent on
capturing the turtle at any cost. What is the
link between murder and a rare sea turtle?

Based on personal interviews and extensive
research, this book tells engaging stories
about a wide variety of people from across
Canada who share a great passion for the
environment. Beyond a deep personal connection with nature, these “environmental
trailblazers” are doing truly unique and
amazing things to protect the environment.

Summer Constellations
One Earth:
People of Color Protecting Our Planet
written by Anuradha Rao
Orca Book Publishers, 2020

This book profiles Black, Indigenous and
People of Colour who live and work as
environmental defenders. From saving
ancient trees on the West Coast of Canada
to protecting India’s Irrawaddy dolphins, this
book is full of environmental role models
waiting to be found.

written by Alisha Sevigny
KCP Loft, 2018

Julia’s mother is thinking of selling the
family’s beloved campground, their home.
A wealthy developer wants to build a casino
resort on the pristine site. Julia meets Nick
and finds an ally in her desperate effort to
rescue the campground. But Nick is the
developer’s son. Can Julia trust him to
conspire against his own father? And can
she trust him with her heart?

Words by Kate Inglis
Art by Josée Bisaillon

Book 1 in the Ginny Ross series
by Heather Stemp

Book 2 in the Ginny Ross series
by Heather Stemp

“Riff-raff rules in this joyful, playful,
high energy ‘great big night.’”
– Kirkus Reviews – [Starred Review]

“Highlights a plucky role model
for the ages.”
– Kirkus Reviews –

“A satisfying read for those seeking heroes
who steadily, believably break the mold.”
– Kirkus Reviews –

$22.95 | picture book | Ages 4–9
978-1-77108-908-1

$14.95 | YA fiction | Ages 9–14
978-1-77108-824-4

$14.95 | YA fiction | Ages 11–15
978-1-77108-850-3

@nimbuspub
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RECOMMENDED BOOKS

We Recommend
N E W C ANAD I AN B OOKS FOR TODD L E RS TO T E E NS

1, 2, 3 Off to School
written and illustrated by Marianne Dubuc
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0656-3 (hc) $18.99
for Preschool to Grade 3
Picture Book | Starting School | Classrooms |
Forest Animals | Magical Creatures

Governor General’s Literary Award-winning author and illustrator
Marianne Dubuc has created an instant classic with 1, 2, 3 Off to
School. Pom is eager to start kindergarten, so much so that they
decide to spend the day visiting different schools to get a taste of
what they can expect when they start in the fall. The best part is that
Pom is a fairy creature and all of Pom’s friends are forest animals! The
rabbits introduce Pom to mathematics, the frogs explore the arts, the
sloths get cozy for naptime and so much more. Pom eagerly returns
home at the end of the day to regale their Momo with everything they
are excited to try for themselves.
This book is perfect for readers who love the Busy World created
by Richard Scarry or may be starting school themselves. Dubuc’s
illustrations are detailed and full of little surprises to give readers a
hint to the bigger worlds that are beyond their classrooms but still
within their schools. This would definitely lend a greater appeal to
slightly older primary students who can imagine their own iterations and school experiences, especially those who may be paired
with younger grade reading buddies. It is a delight that Dubuc has
also created a gender-neutral protagonist, opening up the reader to
project their own selves into the character of Pom, helping them step
even deeper into the story.
Ashley Pamenter works as a Learning and Development coordinator with Girl Guides
of Canada–Guides du Canada and supports with STEM content. She is currently the
co-chair of the Red Maple Steering Committee.

Anonymouse
written by Vikki VanSickle
illustrated by Anna Pirolli
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-7352-6394-9 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-6395-6 (eBook) $10.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 2
Picture Book | Art | Animals | City | Creators

Art isn’t just for humans. All across the city, someone is creating art
for the animals; street art that makes them smile or think. The only
hint to who the mysterious artist could be is the tag “Anonymouse.”
There’s art scattered across the city for animals of all sizes, from the
ants to the birds. When Anonymouse leaves the city to find a new
canvas, his art lives on through other animals as they pick up their
own paintbrushes.
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This cute and creative story is about art and the ways it can reach
us and change us. The beautiful illustrations feature pops of vivid pink
so bright it matches how the surprise art makes the city’s animals feel.
Over a year into the COVID-19 pandemic, so many of us have leaned
on art as a way to keep us connected. In that way, this book feels
timely in a sense, with many of us appreciating art more than ever.
Art is for everyone, big or small, and Anonymouse reminds us all
of this.
Emma Hunter is the Marketing and Communications Coordinator at the Canadian
Children’s Book Centre.

Malaika’s Surprise
written by Nadia L. Hohn
illustrated by Irene Luxbacher
Groundwood Books, 2021
978-1-77306-264-8 (hc) $18.95
for Preschool to Grade 2
Picture Book | Family | New Siblings | Caribbean Patois | Caribbean Culture

Malaika and her stepsister, Adèle, are happily basking in the summer
sun in their carnival costumes. But there are new things on the
horizon, like a new neighbour who becomes a friend at school, and
the new baby Mummy and Papa tell the girls will soon be joining
their family. Malaika is not as sure as her stepsister that the new baby
will be a welcome change, but at least the new girl at school is an
unexpected surprise. When Malaika meets her, she is delighted by
their similarities: “She come from a far place, just like me. She talk a
different talk too. Her name is Malayka M.”
Malaika is just getting ready to celebrate her birthday with her
family and friends, including her big surprise visit from Grandma,
but the morning of her school party, the grown-ups must change
their plans when Mummy goes into labour. Malaika is sad at school.
Malayka M. cheers her up with a thoughtful drawing, and by the
time Malaika meets her little brother, her hurt is gone, replaced by
thoughts of all the things she wants to teach the newest member of
her family.
Malaika’s Surprise offers a refreshing new sibling narrative that is
not exclusively focussed on the addition of the new baby. Rather, it
tells a slice-of-life story about Malaika and her day-to-day existence.
Irene Luxbacher’s joyful, textured illustrations are busy and inviting,
like the other titles in this series, and the blend of English and
Caribbean patois makes Malaika’s voice sing.
Jen McConnel is an Assistant Professor of English Education at Longwood University.
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Mii maanda ezhi-gkendmaanh/This
Is How I Know

Nye, Sand and Stones
written by Bree Gailbraith
illustrated by Marion Arbona
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-459-82032-6 (hc) $19.95
for Preschool to Grade 1

written by Brittany Luby
illustrated by Joshua Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley
translated by Alvin Ted Corbiere and
Alan Corbiere
Groundwood Books, 2021
978-1-77306-326-3 (hc) $18.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 4
Picture Book | Family | Seasons | Indigenous | Anishinaabe

Written in both English and Anishinaabemowin, this is a gentle story
about a small child and an elder, likely Nookmis (Grandmother).
The child is learning about the seasons through a relationship with
their grandmother as they immerse themselves in nature. As the child
wonders how to know when the new season has arrived, the answers
become evident by what is happening in all of the splendour of the
natural world. For instance, we know it is fall when “brown cattails
swell and bend, and Red-winged Blackbird takes his leave.”
Joshua Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley’s bright and colourful
illustrations help reflect the heat of the summer, the crispness of
autumn, the coldness of winter and the freshness of spring.
Highly recommended for home, school and public libraries as a
lovely story, but also as an introduction to Indigenous worldview and
the Anishinaabemowin language.
Colette Poitras is a member of the Métis Nation of Alberta, holds a Master’s degree in
Library and Information Science and is the Manager of the Indigenous Public Outreach for
Public Library Services Branch, Alberta.

The Night Is Deep and Wide
written by Gillian Sze
illustrated by Sue Todd
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-4598-2481-2 (board book) $10.95
for Infant to Preschool

Picture Book | Girls & Women | Self-esteem |
Self-reliance | Critical Thinking | Challenging the Status Quo

Two islands, one made of sand and one made of stone, are separated
by an ocean. Every child on the Island of Sand builds intricate and
carefully carved sandcastles each morning. Every afternoon, the children on the Island of Stones load their catapults and fling giant rocks
across the ocean, destroying the other children’s creations. Day after
day, the children on the Island of Sand clean up the beach, return the
rocks, and start again because that’s just the way it’s always been.
Nye, on the other hand, refuses to accept her fate and challenges the
way things are. Using her voice and clever problem-solving skills, she
finds a way to break the cycle for the happiness of everyone.
This idea of a single voice starting a revolution is important in
children’s fiction, and Bree Gailbraith captures it beautifully in Nye’s
character. One of the most refreshing parts is that the children on
the Island of Stones are not painted as bad or horrible people but as
part of a cycle that can be changed with creativity. Marion Arbona’s
illustrations bring the story to life with the most magnificent sandcastles one could imagine. The ability of Gailbraith and Arbona to
take such a heavy topic and embed it in a whimsical world of sand
and stones makes it accessible to even the youngest readers. It could
be considered a touchpoint for future problem-solving conversations
and a model for standing up for what you believe.
Ashley Pamenter

Board Book | Poetic Lullaby | Italian Villanelle |
Nighttime | Moonlight | Tulips

“The tulips close, / row by row, / and shadows grow against the
light. / Moonlight falls / on eyes that close.”
When darkness falls, a child returns from picking tulips as
creatures around her home settle for the night. Kittens, songbirds
and bunnies curl securely against their mothers while lightning bugs
and moths emerge in the garden. “Even the home slumps and sighs
low, / inviting dreams to come inside.” As the child reads a bedtime
story with her mother and sleep soon follows, the moon and stars
illuminate the window.
Poet Gillian Sze has composed a soothing lullaby in the pattern of
an Italian villanelle, a poetic form containing 19 lines with a repeating
motif and rhyme scheme. Though written with newborns and the
very young in mind, this board book can also be appreciated by
readers of any age because of the arresting imagery.
Sue Todd’s bold and graphic illustrations, created with linoleum
print and digital colour, are remarkable in their starkness and design.
Primarily black and white with a dash of colour on each page, the
peaceful and comforting nighttime milieu she creates reveals that
all is safe and secure in this tiny part of the world.
Senta Ross is a former elementary teacher and teacher-librarian in Kitchener, Ontario.

28

C A N A D I A N C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K N E W S SPRING 2 0 2 1

W W W. B OO K C E N T R E . C A

Over the Shop
storyline by JonArno Lawson
illustrated by Qin Leng
Candlewick Press, 2021
978-1-5362-0147-5 (hc) $22.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 3

outside the store, as well as Lawson’s dedication to trans activists
of all ages, suggest that the interracial couple may be LQBTQ2+.
The transformation of attitudes contributing to the creation of a
home where individuals are accepted for who they are lends itself
to Over the Shop being a most beautifully rendered and memorable
publication.

Wordless Picture Book | Loneliness | Acceptance |

Senta Ross

Community | Family

A dilapidated building housing an unkempt general store and a
grungy second-floor apartment sets the scene for this poignant
wordless story featuring a lonely young girl living with her crotchety
grandparent, the hard-working and sole proprietor of the shop.
Various attempts to rent the apartment prove unsuccessful, as
numerous prospective tenants are daunted by the myriad improvements required to make the space livable. Fortuitously, a young
couple decides that the end results may well be worth it and so move
in. Not only do they brighten their quarters with scrubbing, cleaning,
painting, numerous repairs and the addition of new curtains and
window boxes, but their stellar efforts expand to the renewing of the
exterior of the general store and assisting the grandparent with the
operation of the business. The couple’s genuine hospitality and
outreach, combined with the girl’s hope-filled welcome and
companionship, not only transform a once derelict environment
into a cheerful and attractive milieu but builds a new family unit that
includes an adopted stray cat and much-shared love.
JonArno Lawson’s compassionate tale and Qin Leng’s beguiling
ink and watercolour illustrations work together splendidly to create
an evolving and multi-layered story. Several subtle nuances enrich
the narrative without overpowering it. The barely noticed inclusion of
pride rainbows, such as a rainbow belt, a hat and finally a flag hanging

WILL ALPHONSE
EVER WIN?

Poem in My Pocket
written by Chris Tougas
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0145-2 (hc) $17.99
for Kindergarten to Grade 2
Picture Book | Poetry | Wordplay

Words frolic on the pages of Poem in My Pocket. Playfulness
abounds, but so does subtle learning. The teller of this rhyme begins,
“I had a poem in my pocket / but my pocket got a rip. / Rhymes
tumbled down my leg / and trickled from my hip.” From there, chaos
reigns. The digital illustrations are filled with words, sometimes
jumbled up and sometimes making puns. With the narrator chasing
them, the words fly across colourful, digitally-rendered double-page
spreads that depict a village-like landscape filled with palm trees and
cacti. Wind and rain add to the word disarray. Eventually the words
land in a POETREE, where the narrator contentedly sits and reads
a book.
The poem itself is bouncy and fun to read aloud. Four-line
stanzas (iambic tetrameter with a rhyme scheme of ABCB) convey
the craziness depicted in the illustrations. At the back of the book,
readers are asked if they can find the rhyming and mixed up words on
the previous pages. The back matter also invites readers to participate
in National Poetry Month (April) by carrying a poem in their pocket
and sharing it with others.
Poem in My Pocket is a wonderful introduction to poetry at home,
but especially in the classroom. Children will find both amusement
and inspiration in this delectable book.
Theo Heras is a children’s librarian and author whose latest book is The Haircut.

Riley Can’t Stop Crying
written by Stéphanie Boulay
illustrated by Agathe Bray-Bourret
translated by Charles Simard
Orca Book Publisher, 2021
978-1-4598-2638-0 (hc) $19.95
for Grades 1 to 3
Advanced Picture Book | Family | Gender Performance |
Self-acceptance | Emotions and Feelings | Sibling Relationships

The most beautiful ice-fishing shack on the
whole coast belongs to Alphonse. But he can’t
seem to catch a thing—not even an old tire, a
sock, or a worn-out pair of underpants! How
will he ever win the Best Fisherman Contest?!
Translated from French | Ages 4-8

WWW . BREAKWATERBOOKS . COM

W W W. B OO K C E N T R E . C A

When Riley turns four, he can’t stop crying. No matter what his sister,
Regina, tries to do to console him, Riley just can’t tell her what is
wrong. Regina, however, is an older sister, and if she can brush her
own teeth, she can also help Riley feel better. One day Regina gets
the fantastic idea to ask Riley to draw what is making him cry, but
Regina is even more confused when he draws himself. Despite their
father also being confused, he and Regina are determined to help
Riley feel better, so their father offers to order Riley new clothes—
including a yellow skirt that stops Riley from crying for the rest of the
day. Soon, Riley and Regina are exchanging toys, trying out funky
hairstyles, and embracing their authentic selves regardless of
gender norms.
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Stéphanie Boulay’s gorgeous picture book, featuring enchanting
watercolour illustrations by Montreal artist Agathe Bray-Bourret,
is a heartwarming look into a family’s dedication to authenticity and
happiness, which is determined to inspire hope. Regina’s determination to comfort Riley in his time of need provides an excellent model
for children, and Riley’s transformative journey displays how one
should never stop celebrating all the special things that make them
who they were meant to be.
Kayla O’Brien is working towards her Master’s in English Literature at Queen’s University.

people of the land is evident. Carrielynn Victor’s full-page illustrations
are warm and bright, matching the text beautifully. The title includes
a glossary at the back with Nłe7kepmxcín, Stó:lō Halq’emeylem
and Syílx (Okanagan) Nsyilxcen phrases and words, the phonetic
pronunciation, the English translation, in addition to a translation
guide. Also included at the back is a note, which explains that within
British Columbia, many of the Indigenous languages are critically
endangered. The love and care taken with the languages is also very
much evident within this title.
Recommended for home, school and public libraries.
Colette Poitras

Super Detectives!
(Simon and Chester, Book 1)
This House Is Home

written and illustrated by Cale Atkinson
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-7352-6742-8 (hc) $16.99
978-0-7352-6743-5 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 1 to 4

written by Deborah Kerbel
illustrated by Yong Ling Kang
Owlkids Books, 2021
978-1-77147-380-4 (hc) $19.95
Kindergarten to Grade 3

Advanced Picture Book | Supernatural | Detectives | Humour | Friendship

Despite Sir Simon’s determination to complete his long-awaited novel
featuring the super sleuth Dr. Darington, Chester is ready to implode
from boredom. The titular Super Scarer himself returns in this darling
picture book to entertain his human housemate. At first, Chester tries
to be a ghost just like Simon—but being a ghost is no easy task. After
rummaging through Chester’s grandma’s old costumes, they locate a
deerstalker and soon the dynamic duo settle on conducting a good
old-fashioned detective case. But what mystery will they uncover?
Could their lurking enemy be a cat burglar—or a zombie invasion—
OR maybe Grandma has been a werewolf all along! You’ll have to
tag along on Simon and Chester’s new mystery if you want to find
out, and they can’t wait to see you.
Cale Atkinson’s sequel to Sir Simon: Super Scarer is just as
delightful as his first story, and the cheeky twists and turns are sure
to captivate the heart of every kid detective. Parents and teachers,
too, will be enchanted by Atkinson’s whimsical illustrations, and
Halloween lovers should keep a look out for Simon’s BOO
embroidery and Chester’s Freddy Krueger sweater.
Atkinson’s Sir Simon adventures are sure to delight young readers
searching for adventures within their own home, and we can only
hope Simon and Chester will return for a future instalment. After all,
it’s only elementary, my dear Spookington.
Kayla O’Brien

Stand Like a Cedar
written by Nicola I. Campbell
illustrated by Carrielynn Victor
HighWater Press, 2021
978-1-55379-921-4 (hc) $19.95
for Grades 1 to 4

Picture Book | Home | Adversity | Hope |
Resourcefulness | Problem-Solving | Environment

Lily and her family live contentedly in a large house at the end of a
lane. However, in the distance, they witness the rapid erection of
buildings and roads, infringing ever closer. When Grandma refuses
to sell their home to developers, the construction continues around
them: “The diggers arrived with summer. Their long metal arms
pulled down our neighbors’ homes. They flattened the trees and tore
away all the grass... Every day its long gray tongue snaked toward our
house, closer and closer, until it had pushed right up to our door.
It didn’t bother knocking. And suddenly, we were an island in a river
of concrete.” Not only does the incessant traffic on the encircling
highway disturb Lily and her family day and night, but there are no
green spaces left for a garden. Their cherished home and way of life
have been transformed into a nightmare. Fortunately, the resourceful
Lily devises an ingenious plan to relocate the house to a more
suitable site with the construction crew’s kind assistance.
Inspired by Chinese “nail houses,” Deborah Kerbel has written a
timely story about an issue occurring in many areas of Canada: the
loss of green space due to intensification and the drastic change it
evokes. Her imagery throughout is compelling.
Yong Ling Kang’s detailed illustrations, rendered in watercolour
and colour pencils with digital enhancement, capture the dichotomy
of a once-idyllic natural setting altered to become an unlivable
environment. Blue skies and peaceful green fields evolve into polluted
air, noise and concrete. But a flower in full bloom graces the final
page, reflecting the symbol of hope.
Senta Ross

Picture Book | Nature | Indigenous | Nłe7kepmx |
Stó:lō | Syílx (Okanagan)

Nicola I. Campbell’s lyrical prose demonstrates an authentic
Indigenous worldview. Going for a canoe ride, walking on the land
through the changing seasons, this title takes you on a journey
through a child’s eyes. The book asks “Who did you see, who did
you hear?” as the reader, along with the child in the book, learns not
only the names of the animals in Nłe7kepmxcín or Halq’emeylem,
but also the teachings the animals and the land provides us with.
The love for the land, love for the winged ones, the fish, the fourlegged ones, the trees, the sky, the water, the air and the love for the
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The Umbrella

Birdspell

written and illustrated by Lisa Lebedovich
Simply Read Books, 2021
978-1-77229-052-3 (hc) $21.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 1

written by Valerie Sherrard
DCB, 2021
978-1-77086-613-3 (pb) $13.95
for Grades 3 to 6

Picture Book | Friendship | Fear | Risk

Fiction | Mental Illness | Poverty | Friendship |

Having a rain cloud floating constantly above
one’s head is a most unpleasant experience, as young Sebastian
discovers. Not knowing the cloud’s source or how it found him is bad
enough. It is his fear, however, of getting wet which motivates him
to unfurl a large red umbrella wherever he is. Although this umbrella
keeps him safe and dry, Sebastian finds it challenging to play games,
ride a bike, watch television or make new friends. If only the rain
cloud, which follows him everywhere, would disappear! Sebastian’s
trajectory changes dramatically when he meets a youthful astronomer in the park. Could their budding friendship be the impetus for
the cloud’s departure and the umbrella being relegated to the closet?
Lisa Lebedovich has written an encouraging tale about how the
bond of friendship can aid in diminishing one’s fears. By taking
tentative steps outside his own comfort level, our protagonist begins
to enjoy a more enriching life. Sharing stories, trading sandwiches,
looking at the stars—all of this is new and reassuring to Sebastian.
Lebedovich uses a variety of brushes and textures in her colourful
and detailed digital illustrations, contributing to a mixed-media
quality. Of particular interest are the endpapers that portray the
before and after of Sebastian’s quest to belong.
Senta Ross

When Mom’s Away
written by Layla Ahmad
illustrated by Farida Zaman
Second Story Press, 2021
978-1-77260-175-6 (hc) $18.95
for Preschool to Grade 3
Picture Book | Mothers | Fathers | Resiliency |
Healthcare Workers | COVID-19 Pandemic

Layla Ahmad and Farida Zaman have partnered up to create a
poignant picture book in the COVID-19 pandemic. Told from a young
girl’s perspective, this book tackles some of the challenges that
COVID-19 has brought to the youngest members of our communities. The main character’s mother is a front-line healthcare-worker
and needs to move to the garage to protect her family. As the main
character grapples with the uncertainty of the time, her father steps
in and brings levity and love to fill the gap. Our main character reveals
a full pandemic experience as she practices physical distancing,
wears a mask, shops for older neighbours, and attends virtual school.
This book is a wonderful way for readers to feel seen in their
experiences and reconcile the complicated emotions, such as fear,
sadness and anxiety, that a pandemic brings.
This picture book acts as a time capsule for future generations,
capturing the bizarre moment in time we have been living in since
early 2020. In addition, it also shares the important message that
we are all in this together, even when it doesn’t feel like it. This is the
perfect time to read a book where the father steps up and handles
the situation beautifully, which is a welcome break from the hapless
dad trope. All-in-all, it is a beautiful celebration of human resiliency
and recognizes the sacrifices everyone has to make for the health
and well-being of those around them.
Ashley Pamenter
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Empathy | Hope

Corbin Hayes has been looking after his mom and himself for as
long as he can remember. His mother’s bipolar disorder has cost her
countless jobs, gotten them kicked out of multiple homes and forced
him to change schools so often that friends are out of the question.
When a classmate offers Corbin a talking bird that she’s unable to
keep, he’s super excited. But how is he supposed to take care of a bird
when he can barely keep his own head above water?
In her timely new novel, author Valerie Sherrard sensitively
addresses the impact of a parent’s mental illness on a child. Corbin
is an average kid with a lot on his shoulders who does the best he
can to keep food on the table and a roof over his head. He’s used to
his mother’s ups and downs and has learned to navigate her darkest
periods. He’s also learned to keep people at a distance and to explain
away the lack of furniture and often empty cupboards.
Corbin is sympathetic and likeable, and kids will empathize with
his situation and his desire to keep the bird even when logic says he
shouldn’t. Sherrard makes sure not to villainize Corbin’s mother, and
through his eyes, readers witness the different extremes of her illness
and her struggle to take care of herself and her son.
Despite their challenges, the story isn’t all doom and gloom,
and Sherrard does an excellent job of lacing humour into the story
without making light of what Corbin’s going through. She also keeps
the story hopeful and optimistic and reminds readers that there’s
nothing wrong with asking for help.
Highly recommended for middle-grade readers.
Rachel Seigel is the Adult Fiction Specialist at the Library Services Centre.

The Brushmaker’s Daughter
(A Holocaust Remembrance Book for
Young Readers)
written by Kathy Kacer
Second Story Press, 2020
978-1-77260-138-1 (pb) $10.95
978-177260-139-8 (eBook) $7.99
for Grades 4 to 8
Historical Fiction | The Holocaust | World War II | Germany | Otto Weidt | Heros

Inspired by a true story, The Brushmaker’s Daughter tells the tale of
12-year-old Lillian and her father as they run from Nazi soldiers. If
they are captured, they will be sent to a concentration camp, but few
are willing to help a blind man and his young daughter. When they
meet Otto Weidt, the owner of a brush factory that hires blind Jewish
workers, they are hopeful that he will keep them safe. Mr. Weidt finds
Lillian and her father a place to stay with Hetti Porschütz, a widow,
who is also willing to help Jewish families hide from the Nazis.
Once again, Kathy Kacer has written a riveting tale about the
Holocaust for middle-grade readers. At the end of the story, a section
entitled “What Really Happened” explains how the real-life Otto
Weidt protected dozens of blind Jewish women and men from being
deported to the camps by hiring them to work in his factory. Those
who were disabled were not considered of any value to the Nazi
party. Having visited the museum dedicated to Weidt, Kacer decided
to create a story that featured a father and daughter. Adept at
keeping readers engaged with her excellent storytelling skills, Kacer
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weaves a tale that keeps you on the edge of your seat. Will Lillian, her
father and the other factory workers be discovered, or will Otto keep
them safe?
A fascinating and educational piece of historical fiction, The
Brushmaker’s Daughter is a story that should be found in home,
school and public libraries. A highly recommended read!
Sandra O’Brien is a former teacher, editor and has an MEd in Children’s Literature.

Burt the Beetle Doesn’t Bite
(Burt the Beetle, Book 1)
written and illustrated by Ashley Spires
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0146-9 (hc) $14.99
for Grades 1 to 4
Graphic Novel | Humour | Insects | Perseverance |
Superpowers

Ashley Spires’ latest graphic novel introduces Burt, an amiable June
beetle with a watermelon-striped back, furry belly, and warm-hearted
disposition: “Don’t worry—I may be big, but I don’t bite. I’m more of
a hugger.” Pithy captions offer a matter-of-fact, scientific rundown
on backyard insects, humorously accompanied by cartoon panel
illustrations buzzing with wide-eyed bugs of all different shapes,
sizes and colours, along with their personal commentary.
While ants have Herculean strength and stink bugs have
odoriferous proclivities, Burt is dismayed to hear less auspicious
competencies noted for his species: “June beetles are usually found
chasing porch lights… or flailing their legs in the air.” He’s determined
to uncover his own hidden talents, but all of his earnest efforts
comically fail, and he feels resigned to having no special abilities.
When some other bugs get caught in a sticky situation, Burt does not
turn his hard shell back on friends in trouble. Burt saves the day and
realizes his caring nature is the best superpower of all.
With witty aplomb, plenty of insect facts are incorporated into this
charming story about perseverance and positivity. Clever endpapers
extend the fun with a portrait gallery of creepy crawlers and their
outstanding attributes, including a monarch butterfly (“Super Fancy
Dresser”), a dung beetle (“Super Excited About Poop”), and Burt
(“Super Good Friend”).

and delight readers of historical fiction. Situated in Ireland, the story
takes us back to around 1000 AD when druids and dragons roamed
the land, and kings often required their poor subjects to join them
in battle. Butcher adeptly recreates this time period and draws her
readers into passages that bring the setting to life. Her characters are
interesting and fun to get to know, and the pace of the story moves
quickly to keep young readers engaged. I highly recommend this
book for middle-grade readers who, I believe, will have as difficult a
time putting this book down as I did. I look very forward to reading
the second book in this trilogy, The Bridge of Whispers.
Sandra O’Brien

The Fabulous Zed Watson
written by Basil Sylvester and Kevin Sylvester
illustrated by Kevin Sylvester
HarperCollins Publishers, 2021
978-1-4434-6091-0 (hc) $21.99
978-1-4434-6092-7 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 5 to 7
Fiction | Mystery | Non-binary | Gender | Travel |
Friendship | Monsters | LGBTQ2+

Zed Watson is obsessed with a mysterious and fantastic book—The
Monster’s Castle—only four chapters of which survive. Online legend
has it that the rest of the book has been hidden, and clues to its
whereabouts can be found in a cryptic poem left behind by the
author. When Gabe, a neighbourhood boy with a special interest in
botany, suggests that place clues may be found in the flower references in both the poem and the chapters, Zed realizes that a road trip
for the two of them is in order. Gabe’s sister happens to be driving

Linda Ludke is a librarian in London, Ontario.

The Druid and the Dragon
written by Kristin Butcher
Crwth Press, 2020
978-1-989724-03-3 (pb) $10.95
978-1-989724-04-0 (eBook) $5.99
for Grades 4 to 8
Historical Fiction | Fantasy | Druids | Dragons | Seers

Maeve, a 13-year-old girl growing up on a farm,
has a hard, sad life, so she resorts to getting lost in her imagination,
which sometimes presents her with odd and troubling images.
The one thing Maeve does enjoy is the days she goes to the village
to sell eggs. In the village, she often meets a Druid named Declan,
who introduces her to Bradan, a seer who tells her she has the gift
of sight. Bradan invites Maeve to live with the Druids and train to
become a seer herself. Maeve is reluctant to accept Bradan’s offer at
first, but after an unusual encounter with a dragon, who tells her
she has an important role to play in the future of the kingdom, she
agrees and begins her training.
Kirstin Butcher’s latest foray into the world of fantasy will thrill
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back to college in Arizona and is happy to take them along on their
literary scavenger hunt.
Basil and Kevin Sylvester have populated their novel with a
refreshing cast of interesting and gender-nonconforming characters,
as well as one dastardly villain. Zed themselves is non-binary in the
most fabulous way—self-assured, wise-cracking, and full of enthusiasm. However, readers will find that even the fabulous Zed’s confidence can wither under the glare of a border guard using the wrong
name and pronouns. It takes a lot of stamina to hold yourself up
when you are repeatedly misgendered, but Zed and Gabe manage to
make a game of it as they hunt down clue after clue across the United
States. In the end, this is a book about the importance of seeing ourselves in the stories we read—how it is these stories that can sustain
us and hold us up when our confidence falters.
Ildiko Sumegi is a reviewer from Ottawa and the mother of two young readers.

The Family Way
(Cammie, Book 3)
written by Laura Best
Nimbus Publishing, 2021
978-1-77108-934-0 (pb) $13.95
for Grades 4 and up
Historical Fiction | Family | Pregnancy and Unwed Mothers |
Adoption | World War II and the Great Depression

In the tiny town of East Chester, Nova Scotia, Tulia lives a somewhat
lonely life with her hard-working, no-nonsense mother who works
at the Ideal Maternity Home just up the road. Tulia knows how
desperately they need the money that her mother earns working
there, but she still sometimes resents how her mother always seems
to be at Mrs. Young’s beck and call. Although she occasionally
wonders about the goings-on at the home, when her friend Finny
Paul declares that “there’s something fishy going on at that maternity
home,” Tulia insists that everything is fine. But when her older sister
Becky ends up as one of the home’s temporary residents, Tulia starts
to see things differently. She struggles with her feelings about Becky’s
decision, and she also gets to know a bold, brash woman who comes
to work there and has some questions of her own. With the war now
raging in Europe, Tulia feels surrounded by secrets but ultimately
finds her own small way to make a difference.
This prequel to Laura Best’s two previous novels about Cammie is
another magnificent example of middle-grade historical fiction that
truly resonates with readers of all ages. Tulia is an earnest, appealing
protagonist with a unique and genuine voice, and her relationships
with her family, friends and peers are solid and authentically depicted.
The author brilliantly captures the small-town setting and provides
an insightful glimpse into the heartbreaking true story of the Ideal
Maternity Home and its terrible secret. Best vividly portrays the details
of Tulia’s daily life while also weaving into the story information
about the onset of war in Europe and its effects in rural Nova Scotia.
The story also features a strong cast of secondary characters and
an utterly satisfying surprise ending. With such a rich story and
compelling characters, the story could have been longer, but
readers will undoubtedly be inspired to seek out Best’s other equally
absorbing stories.
Lisa Doucet is the Co-Manager of Woozles in Halifax.
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The Good Fight
written by Ted Staunton
illustrated by Josh Rosen
Scholastic Canada, 2021
978-1-4431-6383-5 (pb) $16.99
for Grades 5 to 8
Graphic Novel | History | Friendship | Discrimination |
Poverty | Great Depression | Immigrant Experience

Set during the stiflingly hot summer of 1933, The Good Fight, written
by Ted Staunton and illustrated by Josh Rosen, transports readers to a
Toronto they’ll hardly recognize. There they’ll meet Sid, a thoughtful
youngster who lives with his dad, a garment worker, in a rented room
in a poor immigrant neighbourhood. Prejudice is growing around
them as the Balmy Beach Swastika Club antagonizes Toronto’s Jewish
community and, overseas, Hitler rises to power.
Against this backdrop of mounting racial injustice, the Great
Depression, and dismal conditions for workers, Sid is forced to
confront his own morality as a member of the “whiz mob,” a group
of child pickpockets trying to supplement their parents’ meager
earnings. The novel reaches its climax on August 16 when the Riot at
Christie Pits, fuelled by anti-Semitism, erupts at a baseball diamond
in the city’s west-end.
At more than 200 pages, The Good Fight is an in-depth portrayal
of a largely unknown moment in Canadian history that has intrigued
Staunton since his youth. His grandfather, W.J. Stewart, CBE, who
eventually became known for outlawing the swastika in Toronto,
was mayor at the time. Though the book’s characters are fictional,
their plight is not, making The Good Fight an excellent resource for
teachers and caregivers to make meaningful connections to historical
concepts and to provoke discussion. Rosen’s simple, yet cinematic,
artwork will provide struggling or reluctant readers with visual cues
to guide them through the text. Some readers may be uncomfortable with hateful language that appears in The Good Fight, providing
opportunities for teachable moments. Struggling readers may also
require additional support for old-timey language that will likely
be unfamiliar.
At first glance, The Good Fight is an excellent tool to educate
children about Canada’s own racist history, told through a highly
energetic story. However, most importantly, it provides an opportunity for students to awaken their own empathy, drawing parallels
between the past and present, examining challenges that newcomers
to Canada face today.
Jessica Rose is a writer, reviewer and editor in Hamilton, Ontario.

My Best Friend Is Extinct
written by Rebecca Wood Barrett
illustrated by Cornelia Li
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-4598-2442-3 (pb) $10.95
978-1-4598-2444-7 (eBook) $8.99
for Grades 3 to 5
Fiction | Snow | Winter | Friendship | Ice Age |
Snow Forts | Bears

Henry and his mother have recently moved to a mountain town
where this winter’s snowfall keeps breaking records. At school, the
children have organized themselves into teams—the Weasels and the
Packrats—that are engaged in an epic battle of snowballs, snow forts,
and secret snow tunnels. After Henry (the Packrats’ best digger)
accidentally happens upon an injured creature in the tunnel of a
snowbank, events take a turn towards the extraordinary. When
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Henry’s friends believe he is lying about the strange creature in the
tunnel, a series of events conspire to trap Henry in an impossible
tangle of lies and double-agent espionage!
Rebecca Wood Barrett taps into the snowy fantasies of childhood
to keep young readers engaged. She directs the drama with an eye
toward the one thing that will bring the Packrats and the Weasels
together—a sense of purpose. Some readers will identify with Henry’s
character—his impulsive nature and the guilt he feels when he has
done wrong, especially when he finds himself lying to the people
he cares about. It isn’t easy being the new kid at school. A sense of
belonging is not just about feeling accepted: it is also about feeling
needed as an essential part of the group. Reluctant readers will be
drawn in by the hijinks, and they may even find themselves hungry
for more information about the strange creatures who lived during
the last ice age. Soft black-and-white illustrations by Cornelia Li allow
readers to imagine Henry’s escapades in a flurried winter landscape.
Ildiko Sumegi

Peter Lee’s Notes from the Field
written by Angela Ahn
illustrated by Julie Kwon
Tundra Books, 2021
978-0-7352-6824-1 (hc) $21.99
978-0-7352-6825-8 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 4 to 7
Fiction | Family | Aging | Anxiety | STEM

Eleven-year-old Peter Lee has dreamt of becoming a paleontologist
for as long as he can remember. When his mother signs him up for
a special dinosaur expedition in Drumheller, he can’t wait, but
everything goes horribly wrong and ruins his dream. To make
matters worse, his grandmother is sick, and nobody is talking to
him or his sister about it. Armed with a notebook and pen, Peter puts
his scientific skills to use to record his observations and develop a
plan to help his grandmother.
Peter Lee doesn’t have things easy. His little sister LB is some kind
of Wunderkind, and sometimes he feels like he’s being crushed under
the weight of his Korean parents’ expectations. Peter is also asthmatic
and extremely tall for his age, which creates additional challenges.
Told through short journal entries broken up with illustrations,
readers will enjoy following along with Peter’s trials and tribulations
as he navigates through familial problems, friends, bullies, and his
struggle to find a new passion when his original dream falls through.
Throughout the story, Peter and his family learn important lessons
about ingenuity, perseverance and flexibility.
Sweet, compelling and funny, this middle-grade novel will be a hit
with fans of Timmy Failure and Wimpy Kid and leave readers hoping
for further adventures with Peter Lee.
Rachel Seigel
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Trip of the Dead
written by Angela Misri
DCB, 2021
978-1-77086-596-9 (pb) $13.95
978-1-77086-597-6 (eBook) $9.99
for Grades 4 and up
Fiction | Humour | Apocalypse | Courage | Raccoons |
Monsters

Trip may be the last raccoon on Earth. Having survived a zombie
apocalypse with the help of his quirky animal friends and a few kind
humans, Trip hasn’t seen any of his own kind in months. That is, until
a new human comes into the compound wearing one on his head.
Now the clumsy but street-smart Trip is determined to follow the
new human back to his camp in the hopes of finding more raccoons.
Except what he finds is bad news for him and his kind. People have
chosen to use his kind as a tool to end zombie-ism, and now Trip
must call on every ounce of his courage, as well as some help from
old and new friends, if he wants any hope of saving his species.
Angela Misri’s work is whimsical and creative, relating human
conflicts and insecurities to the animals in her story, and thereby
making them approachable. Having a fearful and unsure character
play the hero, Misri shows that anyone can find courage, as long as
they have the right motivation.
This middle-grade novel reflects how even the most unsuspecting
people can find the drive inside themselves to be heroes. Woven with
tension, group survival, friendship and family love, this novel brings
insight to how family is who and what you choose to make it, and
how the desire to protect family is stronger than any fear. Anyone
who feels like the odd one out, who’s wanted to find a place where
they’re accepted, or who’s questioning where they belong, will relate
to the main character in this story. Written for middle-grade students,
this book serves as a reminder that sometimes what you’re hoping to
find is right back where you started.
Sara Rigotti is a student at St. Stephen Secondary School in Bowmanville, Ontario,
and a board member of the Writers’ Community of Durham Region.

A Dark and Hollow Star
written by Ashley Shuttleworth
Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2021
978-1-5344-5367-8 (hc) $24.99
978-1-5344-5369-2 (eBook) $13.99
for Grades 10 and up
Fiction | Fantasy | Faeries | Magic

Faeries live among us, concealed by magic and
sworn to do humans no harm. This peaceful arrangement has long
kept the Eight Court of Folk safe—until a series of gruesome murders threatens to reveal the magic community to the human world.
Four queer teens must form an uneasy alliance to track down the
mysterious killer and save both the human and faerie worlds: Arlo,
an “ironborn” outcast who may be more powerful than she seems;
Nausicaä, an exiled Fury hell-bent on vengeance; Vehan, a fae prince
determined to uncover a hidden truth and protect his people; and
Aurelian, the prince’s guardian who’s burdened with a dark secret.
But unbeknownst to them, a war is brewing between the Mortal and
Immortal Realms, and one of these teens is unwillingly destined to
decide the worlds’ fate. May luck be on their side.
Ashley Shuttleworth’s work is incredible, seamlessly weaving
mythology and folklore into the modern-day. Following the four
perspectives of the main characters, Shuttleworth fantastically
depicts the intricacies and different forms of loyalty and sacrifice,
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and just how much people are willing to give of each.
This Canada-based fantasy reflects how magic is hidden in our
everyday lives and how the brightest of gold could conceal the
worst of evil. Woven with conspiracies, betrayals and cautious trust,
this novel shows how hope and friendship can be found even in
the darkest of places. Anyone trying to find their place in the world,
knows the pain of injustice, wants to protect the people they care
about, or simply knows the value of persistence and doing what’s
right, will find a relatable element in this book.
Written for high school students, this book teaches its reader that
anything is possible, as long as luck is on your side.
Sara Rigotti

Drone Chase
written by Pam Withers
Dundurn, 2021
978-1-45974-743-2 (pb) $14.99
978-1-45974-745-6 (eBook) $8.99
for Grades 9 and up
Fiction | Drones | Great Bear Rainforest |
Canadian Wilderness | Poachers

Sixteen-year-old Ray McLellan has moved from New York City to
Bella Coola, British Columbia, with his parents to be with his terminally ill grandfather. Ray’s father grew up in Bella Coola and the surrounding Great Bear Rainforest, and his grandfather is a well-known
taxidermist and outdoorsman in the community. Ray finds himself
struggling to live up to this legacy while coming to terms with leaving
his life in New York and trying to fit in in his new life.
While out hiking, Ray’s grandfather kills a mother grizzly, leaving
one of her orphaned cubs injured. After taking the cub back to the vet
clinic his parents run, Ray forms a strong bond with “Hank”—as he
named the cub—only to have Hank stolen by poachers. Ray fights to
find the missing cub, against the orders of his grandfather and
townspeople, often relying on his wits, his custom-built drone fleet,
and the help from people he begins to see as friends.
Drone Chase takes a hard look at the reality of bear poaching in
British Columbia, specifically for the purpose of Eastern medicinal
practices. The use of drones by both poachers and law enforcement is a strong theme throughout the book, as are the dangers of
encountering a grizzly in the wild and basic backcountry safety. However, the over-simplifying of all of the characters overshadows the
themes of Drone Chase. Ray is presented as a 16-year-old who builds
and flies drones as a passion and has gained enough experience from
his parents’ Manhattan vet clinic before relocating to Bella Coola that
he can perform simple operation procedures on animals in distress.
Dorothy, or “Drone Chick,” as Ray thinks of her, is a pretty Nuxalk teen
who is cast as the love interest, with little else known about her. Any
adult figures in the story are equally one-dimensional. Most troubling
was the portrayal of Dorothy’s ex-military father, and Jae-boem
Kim, a Korean immigrant. Both of these characters were given a very
stereotypical treatment, which could lead into healthy classroom
discussions on PTSD, new Canadians and literary tropes.
Drone Chase will be of interest to teens, especially boys, interested
in drones or teens facing danger and up against great odds in the
Canadian wilderness. The book sends a positive message about
standing up for what you believe in and the importance of friendship
in getting through a difficult time.
Meagan Richards started her library career in public libraries and quickly developed a
soft spot for junior and YA literature through collection development and programming.
She continues to read YA titles regularly in her spare time.
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The Life and Deaths of Frankie D.
written by Colleen Nelson
Dundurn, 2021
978-1-45974-758-6 (pb) $14.99
978-1-45974-760-9 (eBook) $8.99
for Grades 7 and up
Fiction | Identity | Memory | #MeToo | Trauma | Trust |
Friendship

Found in an alley when she was 10 with no memory of who she is or
what happened to her, 17-year-old Frankie Doe has learned to keep
people at a distance and do what she can to get by. Lately, Frankie
has been having recurring dreams about a 100-year-old sideshow,
a man named Mr. Duvall, and a performer known as Alligator Girl. A
surprising encounter with Mr. Duvall when she’s awake leads Frankie
to question what’s real and what’s a dream. Is there something more
sinister at work, and if so, can she find the strength to fight it?
In her first foray into fantastic fiction, Colleen Nelson tells the dual
story of Frankie D. and Frances, a 10-year-old performer known as
Alligator Girl in a circus sideshow from a century before. Other than
the similarity in name, they also both have a skin condition known as
Ichthyosis that makes the skin look dry and scaly. As Frankie’s dreams
reveal more of Frances’ story, Frankie grows more curious about their
connection.
Frankie is a realistic and likeable character and one that teens will
identify with. She adopted a goth persona to disguise her condition
and keeps people at a distance, including her foster mother, Kris.
As the novel progresses, Frankie gradually opens up, and befriends a
girl in her class who has also suffered trauma.
While Nelson did a good job of balancing and connecting the dual
storylines, she could have focused solely on Frankie’s life and had a
strong contemporary novel.
The novel is fast-paced and easy enough for middle-grade readers,
but scenes depicting sexual and physical assault push this into young
adult territory. Overall, this was an interesting and compelling story
that will find an audience with reluctant teen readers.
Rachel Seigel

Like Home
written by Louisa Onomé
HarperCollins Publishers, 2021
978-1-4434-5994-5 (hc) $22.99
978-1-4434-5995-2 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 8 and up
Fiction | Friendship | Social Issues | Gentrification |
Vandalism | Community

Chinelo, aka Nelo, loves her neighbourhood of Ginger East. She loves
the childhood memories she’s made there, her best friend’s corner
store and the sense of community. However, all that is threatened
when the store is vandalized and the outside world—the police and
the media—descend on the neighbourhood, painting it as a place
needing to be fixed. Shaken by this, Nelo also has to deal with her
best friend Kate slowly pulling away and the changes unfolding
around her.
Like Home is very much a book about change: those who want
it and those who don’t. Nelo is not only dealing with change on a
personal level—losing her childhood friends over the years to new
neighbourhoods and coming into her body as a young woman—but
also on a macro level: gentrification. Onomé offers a look at an
underserved community that isn’t often depicted in fiction. It’s not
rife with violence and despair although lack of affordable housing,
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decent paying jobs and the violence that would stem from lack of
resources do have a presence. It’s very much about real people like
Nelo, Mr. Brown and the Trans supporting one another as a community, surviving within the system the best way they can while also
having full and meaningful experiences. Nelo is the kind of teen many
could see themselves in especially those from marginalized communities living in increasingly expensive cities. She’s also a character that
reflects this current generation’s passion for social justice.
Ardo Omer is the Kids Coordinator at the Festival of Literary Diversity (FOLD).

The Parkour Club
written by Pam Withers and Arooj Hayat
Pam Withers, 2020
978-0-9959103-2-4 (pb) $14.10
978-0-9959103-3-1 (eBook) $7.04
for Grades 7 and up
Parkour | Islam | Romance | Adventure | Middle East |
Friendship

Growing pains abound when Bronte Miller returns to her hometown
of Richland, Washington, after a year spent in Alexandria, Egypt, with
her parents. Bronte’s father, a war correspondent, remains in the
Middle East even after her mother decides she can no longer tolerate
the insecurity in Egypt. Feeling out of sorts and like she doesn’t fit in
with her old friends, Bronte is plagued with anxiety about her father’s
latest assignment in war-torn Yemen, as well as her deteriorating relationship with her mother. The only thing helping Bronte maintain her
sanity is her participation in the local parkour club and a burgeoning
interest in Karam, a new immigrant from Yemen.
The Parkour Club introduces the uncomfortable subject of Middle
Eastern conflict and the ensuing dangerous migrations in a way that is
palatable to its teenage audience. The co-authors enhance the story’s
value even further through straightforward explanations concerning
the misinformation often presented in the media about terrorism
and Islamic beliefs. Articulately detailed feelings, expressed by the
characters, assist the reader in fully understanding the various internal
conflicts in the novel, as well as Bronte’s impulsive behaviour. In addition, the theme of transition is highly emphasized and feels entirely
appropriate for a teenage audience experiencing the transitional
stages of late childhood.
Readers who enjoy strong female protagonists would appreciate
this well thought out adventure story. Furthermore, the emphasis on
the popular sport of parkour would attract anyone who is drawn to
stories with an athletic component.
Robin Ahamedi is a library technician living in Ajax, Ontario.

The Project
written by Courtney Summers
St. Martin’s Publishing Group, 2021
978-1-2501-0573-8 (hc) $25.99
978-1-2501-0574-5 (eBook) $10.99
for Grades 10 and up

and spends more time with leader Lev, she no longer knows what’s
real. Can she uncover the truth before it’s too late?
Courtney Summers’ latest novel challenges everything readers
know about cults to create a page-turning thriller about redemption,
strength, love, and the bonds of family. Ever since the car accident
that killed her parents and scarred Lo for life, she’s been searching
for purpose.
When Lo gets the chance to get up close and personal with
Lev Warren, the founder of The Unity Project, she jumps at it, thinking
that not only will exposing them give her the break she’s looking for,
but it will connect her with Bea.
The deeper Lo dives into the Project, the more she starts to doubt
her initial assessment. Lo is emotionally vulnerable, has tenuous
connections to family/friends/work, and just wants to belong. In Lev,
Summers has created the perfect villain. He’s handsome, charismatic,
and manipulative, and Summers makes it easy to understand how
and why Lo gets pulled in.
As with most Summers novels, there are moments of darkness
and devastation, but she handles it flawlessly to create a story that
will immediately suck readers in and make them question their own
vulnerability, and if they too could be convinced to join the Project.
Rachel Seigel

Some Other Now
written by Sarah Everett
Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2021
978-0-358-25186-6 (hc) $24.99
978-0-358-35904-3 (eBook) $17.59
for Grades 9 and up
Fiction | Family | Alternative Family | Friendships |
Grief and Loss

Seventeen-year-old Jessi Rumfield has been a fixture in the Cohen
household for most of her life. Rowan Cohen was Jessi’s best friend.
His older brother Luke was her first crush. Mel Cohen was the mother
she’s always needed while her actual mother was trapped beneath
the covers, gripped by depression. That was before. Now a year has
passed since Jessi has visited her chosen family. Her best friend is
gone. Mel is ill. Luke hates her for the role she’s played in destroying
his family. As Mel’s final months’ approach, Luke asks Jessi to pretend
to be his girlfriend. Being back in the Cohen house forces Jessi to
contend with the past, and she yearns for things as they used to be,
even at the expense of her own heart.
Some Other Now deals with grief and loss, both in terms of the
people we love and the relationships we have. It’s also about finding
your way back before it’s truly too late. Sarah Everett’s prose is relatable in a heart-wrenching way because to be a teen is to be filled
with uncertainty and anxiety over the space you take up in the world,
especially with family and friends. It’s a reading experience chock-full
of quiet, introspective moments that will have you gripping the pages
with bated breath. It’s an excellent read for older teens.
Ardo Omer

Fiction | Family | Love | Redemption | Belonging | Cults

Cult or Utopia? That is what 19-year-old aspiring
journalist Lo is determined to find out about The Unity Project after
her sister Bea joined and left her in the care of her great aunt. Thanks
to their work in the community, the Project is mostly revered—that is,
except by one man who shows up at the magazine where she works,
claiming they killed his son. The man’s claims provide Lo with an
opportunity to investigate, but as she delves deeper into the Project
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111 Trees: How One Village
Celebrates the Birth of Every Girl
(CitizenKid)
written by Rina Singh
illustrated by Marianne Ferrer
Kids Can Press 2020
978-1-5253-0120-9 (hc) $19.99
for Ages 6-10
Non-fiction Picture Book | India | Sex Discrimination | Gender Inequality

Sundar lives in a rural Indian village, growing up in the economic
tradition that welcomes baby boys but sees girls as a financial burden.
Later as village head, recognizing the repercussions of this injustice,
he seeks ways the community can celebrate females, including those
he has loved and lost. Overcoming resistance stemming from age-old
beliefs, Sundar ensures that 111 hardy trees are planted each time
a girl is born. This new custom simultaneously raises the profile of
women, counteracts industrial environmental damage and provides
employment opportunities that raise living standards. Additionally,
Sundar suggests a system to provide for girls’ education, which
eventually resulted in reduced child marriages.
The book is written as a readable, simply told story in an attractive
picture book format. End-notes with photographs provide more
detail on the complexity of Sundar’s initiative to help adults provide
necessary context. Readers are also encouraged to become involved
‘eco-feminists,’ and related organizations are listed. Complementary
illustrations using watercolour, gouache and graphite are rich with
colourful, busy scenes of traditional village life enhanced with stylized
Indian art motifs.
The CitizenKid series aims to encourage children to be pro-active
in effecting positive change and make them aware of global cultures.
This title harbours a wealth of subject matter to help children understand their world. Whether it is the difference made by one person
in bringing about change, understanding environmental issues or
societal injustices, this book is resplendent with thought-provoking
information presented in an entertaining and attractive way.
Aileen Wortley is a retired children’s librarian from Toronto.

Finding Home:
The Journey of Immigrants and Refugees
(Orca Think)
written by Jen Sookfong Lee
illustrated by Drew Shannon
Orca Book Publishers, 2021
978-1-4598-1899-6 (hc) $24.95
for Grades 4 to 8
Non-fiction | Emigration and Immigration | Prejudice and Racism | Citizenship

Jen Sookfong Lee’s Finding Home: The Journey of Immigrants and
Refugees is the first book in the Orca Think series, which introduces
middle-grade students to world issues. Through an essay format,
readers learn about the history of human migration, why people
migrate and the current realities of being an immigrant or refugee.
Beginning with her own story growing up in East Vancouver, Lee
explains why people leave their birthplaces. Through spotlights
featuring various personal stories, children will empathize with the
immigrant experience and learn that the journey to a new home
can be long and fraught with hardship, but also filled with joy. When
exploring the history of human migration, Lee doesn’t shy away from
discussing racist and exclusionary policies such as the turning away of
passengers aboard the Komagata Maru in 1914, Canada’s residential
school system and the current movement by Indigenous peoples to
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decolonize. By reading personal accounts, readers will see that their
neighbourhood diversity contributes to new ideas and world views.
Drew Shannon’s colourful, minimalist drawings add to the text,
helping children understand the lived realities of immigrants.
Captivating personal stories of immigrant and refugee experiences
are accompanied by photographs, putting faces with the stories
being told. Students and teachers will find the glossary, annotated list
of resources and index useful for further exploring the topic.
Krista Jorgensen is a former public librarian currently residing in Calgary, Alberta.
She is homeschooling her two children.

Her Epic Adventure: 25 Daring Women
Who Inspire a Life Less Ordinary
written by Julia De Laurentiis Johnston
illustrated by Salini Perera
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5253-0110-0 (hc) $19.99
978-1-5253-0772-0 (eBook) $11.99
for Grades 3 to 6
Non-fiction Picture Book | Female Adventurers | Women Mountaineers |
Women Aviators | Women Explorers | Women Space Travel

This title contains brief biographies of 25 amazing women who
accomplished feats of great physical endurance, often overcoming
societal bias in the process. Divided into categories that encompass
Sky, Peaks, Ice, Land and Water, we meet female pilots, space adventurers, mountaineers, volcano specialists, polar travellers, sailors,
surfers, naturalists, explorers and more. The women each come from
different eras and represent various ethnicities, education levels and
backgrounds. Tragically several died as they pursued their passions.
The details of each astonishing achievement are conveyed in a
uniform double-page layout in a simple, readable manner. Related
enticing informational side-bars and fun-facts invite browsing. Details
are enhanced by bright, inviting illustrations. A world map showing
where each endeavour occurred and an interview with motorcyclist adventurer Lois Pryce provide further perspective. An index,
resources for further reading, and author’s sources all add value.
Adventurous heroines depicted include Bessie Coleman, a stunt
pilot denied a license in America, who learned French in order to
acquire one in France; and Kalpana Chawla, an accomplished and
experienced astronaut who tragically died at the end of a 16-day
mission. Charlotte Small’s knowledge of the land enabled her
husband David Thompson to travel 40,000 km mapping much of
Canada. An amazing group of women, the Black Mambas, have
reduced poaching in a South African conservation area by 70 percent.
With one mind-blowing achievement after another, these exploits
of heroic women make an inspiring and motivational read, touching
on various subjects that include biography, history, the environment
and geography.
Aileen Wortley
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Outside, You Notice
written by Erin Alladin
illustrated by Andrea Blinick
Pajama Press, 2021
978-1-77278-193-9 (hc) $22.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 2
Non-fiction Picture Book | Nature | Wildlife |
Outdoor Activities | Healthy Living

In this non-fiction picture book, Erin Alladin’s lyrical text encourages the reader to notice sensory details—such as how everything
smells greener after the rain and the sound of tumbling water—within
a variety of outdoor spaces—from backyard gardens to farmer’s
markets and hiking trails. Boxed facts add depth and detail, exploring
topics such as seed germination, pollination, and the health benefits
of spending time outdoors.
Andrea Blinick’s energetic mixed-media illustrations present a
diverse community of humans interacting with nature in positive ways.
Young readers will delight in the details to explore in Blinick’s lively
scenes, tempting them to taste a strawberry warmed by the sun, dig
in dirt up to their elbows, and experience the buzz of a hummingbird
flitting nearby.
From microbes in the soil to a rainbow in the sky, Outside, You
Notice is an invitation to pay attention to the natural world around us
in concrete, physical ways. With themes of healthy living, the science
of nature, and curiosity, it will spark wide-ranging and cross-curricular conversations and ignite a passion for outdoor living.
Outside, You Notice is an inspirational and practical call to engage
with the outdoors—one that will lead young readers to explore their
own environments.
Karen Krossing is an author for kids and teens.

Protectors of the Planet:
Environmental Trailblazers from 7 to 97
written by Jamie Bastedo
Red Deer Press, 2020
978-0-8899-5569-1 (pb) $24.95
for Grades 6 to 9
Environmentalism | Trailblazers | Inspiration | Activism |
Biography | Changemakers

Climate crisis. Sixth Great Extinction. Eco-apocalypse. Canadians,
young and old, are besieged by stark warnings of impending
environmental catastrophe. But, despite the despairing news,
there is hope to be found. Enter Protectors of the Planet, by Jamie
Bastedo, featuring detailed profiles of 12 Canadian environmental
trailblazers. This diverse group of incredible and inspirational activists
are making powerful differences in their community and around the
world—from Sophia Mathur, a youth climate crusader; and Kathleen
Martin, director of the Canadian Sea Turtle Network; to Elizabeth May
who kick-started Canada’s Green Party; and Ian McAllister, fervent
defender of the Great Bear Rainforest.
All the changemakers Bastedo interviewed are engaged in
some form of environmental activism. They are actively protecting
wildlife—from bison and grizzly bears to giraffes and bees; defending
fragile ecosystems from industrial encroachment; engaging with
government at all levels on climate and environmental issues;
organizing and participating in protests; and greening urban spaces,
to name just a few. What binds this diverse group of people together
is a sense of optimism about the future of our planet and a belief that
they can make a difference. Their stories encourage readers to move
from despair to hope, from apathy to action, and from helplessness
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to empowerment
Approaching his subjects as a journalist, Bastedo’s questions
encourage each participant to talk about their personal journey to
becoming an environmental activist—about the moment or event
which sparked their passion for the planet. That passion, clearly evident in each person’s story, is infectious, and for many young readers
this book could well be the spark that moves them to blaze their
own trail. Amidst the doom and gloom, this book is an inspiring and
hopeful read.
Tracey Schindler is a book reviewer and former teacher living in Bethany, Ontario.

Snooze-O-Rama:
The Strange Ways That Animals Sleep
written by Maria Birmingham
illustrated by Kyle Reed
Owlkids Books, 2021
978-1-77147-404-7 (hc) $19.95
for Kindergarten to Grade 3
Non-fiction Picture Book | Zoology | Sleep Behaviour in Animals |
Animal Adaptations | Bedtime

This playful, comforting bedtime book compares and contrasts rituals
and situations surrounding children’s bedtimes with those of specific
animals. A child putting on a pair of pajamas is likened to a parrotfish burping up a coat of protective slime in which to ensconce itself
before snoozing. One child supports his head on a pillow while a
walrus uses the air pouches in its neck to ensure its head floats above
water during a nap. Another child turns off a light to doze, while, in
contrast, a fruit bat is signalled by the darkness to wake. Like many
bedtime books, Birmingham’s text has repetition and pattern; but
the scientific paragraph explaining each animal’s behaviour is set in
a smaller font so that parents can adjust their reading times to their
children’s interest, or sleepiness, levels.
Kyle Reed’s art features a diverse group of children. His endearing
collages echo the text’s comparisons. Each page begins with a spotlight view of a child navigating bedtime followed by a subtly brighter,
full-page spread of an animal doing the same. The correlations
are made with similar palettes, textures, backgrounds, themes and
even stuffed animal versions of the featured animals making cameo
appearances in the children’s bedrooms.
Suitable for the early primary grades, this book will have wide
appeal with its cute animals and their unusual and often humorous
adaptations. The suggested reading at the back is a treasury of quirky
animal fact books.
Aliki Tryphonopoulos is the parent of a young reader and a former children’s librarian.

Walking for Water: How One Boy
Stood up for Gender Equality
(CitizenKid)
written by Susan Hughes
illustrated by Nicole Miles
Kids Can Press, 2021
978-1-5263-0249-7 (hc) $18.99
for Grades 1 to 5
Non-fiction | Picture Book | Malawi | Africa | Sex Discrimination | Gender Inequality

Twins Victor and Linesi eagerly attend school together. When they
turn eight, things change. Now Victor goes to school, but his sister
Linesi heads to the river for water five times a day and helps her
mother with chores. Victor is sad knowing how much Linesi enjoyed
learning, but that’s how it is for girls in his Malawian village. When a
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favourite teacher speaks of equal opportunities for boys and girls,
Victor realizes he can effect change. He does so by alternating school
and chore days with his sister, each sharing their day’s learning
afterwards. Soon many of his friends follow suit.
This is a simply told attractive picture book based on a real event,
wherein Victor learns the monotony of village women’s work and
recognizes his sister’s right to fulfil her dreams. Part of the CitizenKid
series, this gentle story makes children aware of a different culture
and encourages a belief that they too can contribute to societal
change. It provides a tangible introduction to the concept of gender
equality, making the reader aware that small actions can have
large repercussions.
An author’s note provides further insights about Malawi—its
poverty, inadequate water resources and the effect of early marriage
and limited education on women. It also highlights recent positive
changes. Related useful organizations and some Chichewa words
used in Malawi add extra value. Bright, colourful illustrations depict
villagers going about their daily rounds. Walking for Water is a brilliant
book inspiring children with the notion that they, too, have influence.
Aileen Wortley

Why Does My Shadow Follow Me?
More Science Questions from Real Kids
written by Kira Vermond
illustrated by Suharu Ogawa
Annick Press, 2021
978-1-77321–501-3 (hc) $19.95
for Grades 2 to 6
Non-fiction | Science Compendium | Animals | The Human Body | Earth |
Outer Space | Technology and Innovation | Children’s Science Questions

Two years following the publication of Why Don’t Cars Run on Apple
Juice? Kira Vermond and Suharu Ogawa have returned with a second
science compendium of questions posed by children and answered
by staff at the Ontario Science Centre. The questions are organized
in chapters based on five themes: animals, the human body, Planet
Earth, technology and innovation, and outer space. Most adults
could learn something new from reading the answers, such as a
rare condition that allows some people to see more colours than
the average human! Answers are two- to three-paragraphs long and
kept lively by Vermond’s conversational style and numerous inserts,
suggesting activities or offering astonishing facts. Vermond tells
readers when science does not have a confident answer—we don’t
know yet why scorpions glow. She also challenges young readers
with her own philosophical questions that arise from their peers’
questions, such as “Would you want to live inside a computer
for eternity?”
Each page is illustrated with Ogawa’s friendly cast of diverse
humans and anthropomorphized objects, like smiling planets,
electrons and fruit. The variations in text frames and layouts and
the bright array of colours and silhouettes help sustain the
reader’s interest.
Vermond’s insistence that children’s play is like scientific experimenting and that science is discovered through mistakes, community
and persistence makes the profession seem more attainable. Reading
an entry aloud could make fun bedtime reading or a STEM break
for Grades 2 and up. Select sources at the end will help readers dive
deeper into the areas that interest them the most.

Drop in
for a look
CCBC Collections Across the Country
Drop in for a look at one of the four regional locations.
Phone ahead for hours and availability.

In Vancouver
Education Library
University of British Columbia
Faculty of Education (Scarfe Building)
2125 Main Mall
Vancouver BC V6T 1Z4
604 822-8783
Contact: Wendy Traas
wendy.traas@ubc.ca

In Edmonton
Rutherford North
11208 89 Avenue, 2nd Floor
University of Alberta
Edmonton, AB T6G 2J8
780 492-7933
Contact: Trish Chatterley
trish.chatterley@ualberta.ca

In Winnipeg
Elizabeth Dafoe Library
University of Manitoba
25 Chancellors Circle
Winnipeg MB R3T 2N2
204 807-5860
Contact: Cody Fullerton
cody.fullerton@umanitoba.ca

In Halifax
Mount Saint Vincent University Library
166 Bedford Highway
Halifax NS B3M 2J6
902 457-6403
Contact: Meg Raven
meg.raven@msvu.ca

Aliki Tryphonopoulos
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Introducing

Coming
March 2021!

A new middle-grade series about the issues making headlines in the world today

Question.
Connect.
Take Action.

At Orca we believe that
educated minds create a
more compassionate world.
We want the Orca Think
series to encourage readers
to ask hard questions,
make connections and take
action for a better future.

More nonfiction from Orca!
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Look for these titles at your favourite bookstore!
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A salute and thank you to
School Library Professionals!
We are grateful for all you do to bring library services to our
students every day. You are essential for providing access to the
tools our kids need for success, and for fostering a love of reading.
All students need equal access to school libraries.
#Saveschoollibraries Let’s keep kids reading
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