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Bella’s Tree 
Written by Janet Russell 
Illustrated by Jirina Marton 
Groundwood Books, 2009 
$19.95 HC 978-0-88899-870-5 
40 pages, full-colour, 8 3/8" x 11 1/4" 
IL: Ages 6-9 RL: Grades 2-4 
Bella and her dog, Bruno, set off to find the 
perfect Christmas tree for her grandmother 
who is “crooked” and too old to take on the 
task. The spunky girl and her pooch are 
confident they can find a tree and ease the old 
woman’s misery. Evocative oil pastel 
illustrations accompany the Newfoundland-
infused prose, which is rife with humour. 
Thematic Links: Christmas - Dogs - 
Grandmothers 
 
Big and Small, Room for All 
Written by Jo Ellen Bogart 
Illustrated by Gillian Newland 
Tundra Books, 2009 
$20.99 HC 978-0-88776-891-0 
32 pages, full-colour, 10 1/4" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 2-6 RL: Grades 1-2 
Bogart explores the size of inanimate objects 
and their place in the universe. She conveys 
that humans are a large part of the world, but 
a tiny part of existence. From our plane, 
looming large on the page, kids spy smaller 
and smaller objects, from mountain to tree to 
man to child to kitten to mouse to flea to 
microscopic beings. 
Thematic Links: Size Perception - Poetry 
 
Big Bear Hug 
Written and illustrated by Nicholas Oldland 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$16.95 HC 978-1-55453-464-7 
32 pages, full-colour, 8 1/4" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 3-7 RL: Grades 1-2 
This lighthearted modern-day fable tells of a 
bear who loves hugging trees and other living 
things bears are known to eat. When he spies 
a man chopping down a tree, he resists his 
angry urge to eat him and hugs him instead. 
The startled man drops his axe and runs away 
in fright, leaving the bear to give the tree a 
much-needed hug. 
Thematic Links: Bear -  Fables - 
Displays of Affection 
 

 
 
Boo Hoo Bird 
Written and illustrated by Jeremy Tankard 
Scholastic Press, 2009 
$16.99 HC 978-0-545-06570-2 
28 pages, full-colour, 10 1/4" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 3-7 RL: Grades 1-2 
While playing a game of catch with Raccoon, 
Bird gets bonked on his head by the ball. Bird 
is hurt and starts to cry. His four other pals 
(Rabbit, Sheep, Fox and Beaver) tend to his 
injury and try different ways to get him to 
stop crying. This warm and lovable tale of 
friendship features bold, vivid illustrations 
rendered in ink and digital media. 
Thematic Links: Animals - Friends - 
Emotions 
 
Have I Got a Book for You! 
Written and illustrated by Mélanie Watt 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$17.95 HC 978-1-55453-289-6 
32 pages, full-colour, 7 3/4" x 9 1/4" 
IL: Ages 5 and up RL: Grades 2-4 
You can call him Al! Mr. Al Foxword is a 
smooth-talking, slick, persuasive salesman. 
He uses all of the corny tricks of the retail 
trade to get you to purchase this book. As 
you are poised to turn its last page, he brings 
out a clever tactic readers simply can’t 
refuse. This title is also available in French as 
J’ai tout un livre pour toi! 
Thematic Links: Persuasiveness - Retail - 
Advertising 
 
The Imaginary Garden 
Written by Andrew Larsen 
Illustrated by Irene Luxbacher 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$16.95 HC 978-1-55453-279-7 
32 pages, full-colour, 10 1/4" x 9 1/4" 
IL: Ages 4 and up RL: Grades 1-3 
Theodora loved her Poppa’s old garden. His 
new apartment’s balcony is too blustery and 
tiny for a garden. What first appears to be a 
drawback soon leads to a shared spurt of 
creativity as Theodora and Poppa opt to 
paint a garden. As they work together, a 
masterpiece takes shape that transforms the 
balcony into an abundant garden. 
Thematic Links: Grandfathers - Gardens - 
Intergenerational Relationships 
 

 
 
The King’s Taster 
Written by Kenneth Oppel 
Illustrated by Steve Johnson and Lou 
Fancher 
HarperCollins Publishers, 2009 
$19.99 HC 978-0-06-075373-3 
32 pages, full-colour, 9 3/8" x 11" 
IL: Ages 4 and up RL: Grades 2-3 
The new king is a boy who is a picky eater 
and doesn’t like any of the food prepared for 
him. The royal chef takes his dog, Max, who is 
also the king’s taster, on numerous 
international journeys to find a dish that the 
king will like. 
Thematic Links: Food - Dogs - Kings 
 
Maggie Can’t Wait 
Written by Frieda Wishinsky 
Illustrated by Dean Griffiths 
Fitzhenry & Whiteside, 2009 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55455-103-3 
32 pages, full-colour, 8 1/4" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 4-8 RL: Grades 2-3 
All babies are cute, right? Well... Maggie can’t 
wait to show her pals the photograph of her 
gorgeous, terrific, soon-to-be-adopted baby 
sister. But mean Kimberly says the baby is 
unattractive. Even Maggie’s best friend, Sam, 
can’t think of anything kind to say. Now 
Maggie would rather clean up after elephants 
than bring that baby home! 
Thematic Links: Cats - Sisters - Adoption - 
Family 
 
Perfect Snow 
Written and illustrated by Barbara Reid 
Scholastic Canada, 2009 
$19.99 HC 978-0-545-98577-2 
30 pages, full-colour, 10 3/8" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 3-9 RL: Grades 1-2 
At recess, the schoolyard is full of kids who 
are happy because it snowed the previous 
night. Scott is building snowmen. Jim is 
constructing the world’s largest snow fort. At 
lunchtime, they join forces to craft a perfect 
snow surprise. Reid’s watercolour-and-ink 
panels and famous Plasticine art round out 
this tale celebrating winter fun. 
Thematic Links: Winter - School -  
Three-Dimensional Art 
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Proud as a Peacock, 
Brave as a Lion 
Written by Jane Barclay 
Illustrated by Renné Benoit 
Tundra Books, 2009 
$20.99 HC 978-0-88776-951-1 
24 pages, full-colour, 8 3/8" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 4-9 RL: Grades 3-4 
In response to the questions his grandson 
asks, a granddad talks about how, as a very 
young man, he was as proud as a peacock in 
uniform, busy as a beaver on his Atlantic 
crossing and brave as a lion as he charged into 
battle. Soon the old man’s room is filled with 
an imaginary menagerie as the child thinks 
about the different aspects of war. 
Thematic Links: War Veterans - 
Grandparents - Remembrance Day 
 
Shin-chi’s Canoe 
Written by Nicola I. Campbell 
Illustrated by Kim LaFave 
Groundwood Books, 2008 
$18.95 HC 978-0-88899-857-6 
40 pages, full-colour, 8 3/8" x 8" 
IL: Ages 6-10 RL: Grades 2-4 
Shin-chi sets off for his first year at residential 
school. His sister, Shi-shi-etko, joins him for 
her second year there. En route to their 
destination, she tells him of the things from 
home he must remember while away and 
gives him a tiny toy cedar canoe, a gift from 
their father, which she instructs him to keep 
hidden. The days are long and lonely at 
residential school, but then summer arrives, 
the salmon swim upriver, and the children 
return home. 
Thematic Links: First Nations -  
Residential Schools - Siblings - Family 
 
Sleeping Dragons All Around: 
20th Anniversary Edition 
Written by Sheree Fitch 
Illustrated by Michele Nidenoff 
Nimbus Publishing, 2009 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55109-699-5 
32 pages, full-colour, 8 1/4" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 4-8 RL: Grades 2-3 
This award-winning bestseller returns in a 
new hardcover edition to spark the 
imagination of a whole new generation. 
Fitch’s celebrated lipslippery poetry and 
Nidenoff’s colourful illustrations blend to 
make one of the most delightful children’s 
books ever published in Canada. First 
published in 1989 by Doubleday Canada. 
Thematic Links: Bedtime - Imaginary 
Creatures - Rhyming Stories - Poetry 
 
 
 

 
A Visitor for Bear 
Written by Bonny Becker 
Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton 
Candlewick Press, 2008 
$22.00 HC 978-0-7636-2807-9 
56 pages, full-colour, 11" x 9 1/2" 
IL: Ages 3-7 RL: Grades 1-2 
Bear is quite certain he doesn’t care for 
visitors. He even put up a sign. So, when a 
mouse raps on his door one day, bear tells 
him to beat it. But the mouse — who keeps 
popping up in surprising places — just 
won’t scram. This gentle tale of a big friend 
and a little friend features soft, 
heartwarming ink-and-watercolour 
illustrations. 
Thematic Links: Animals - Guests - 
Friendship 
 
When Stella Was Very, Very 
Small 
Written and illustrated by Marie-Louise 
Gay 
Groundwood Books, 2009 
$18.95 HC 978-0-88899-906-1 
32 pages, full-colour, 9 1/4" x 9 1/4" 
IL: Ages 3-7 RL: Grades 1-2 
Where does Stella get her wild ideas? How 
big is her imagination? Gay has gone back in 
time to find that, when Stella was little, she 
saw the world in her own unique way — 
with wonder, curiosity and the sense that 
anything was possible. And when Sam came 
along, what could be more natural than 
trying to pass this sense of wonder on to 
him? 
Thematic Links: Imagination - Ideas - 
Curiosity 
 
Wiggle Giggle Tickle Train 
Written by Nora Hilb and Sharon 
Jennings 
Illustrated by Nora Hilb 
Photography by Marcela Cabezas Hilb 
Annick Press, 2009 
$19.95 LIB 978-1-55451-210-2 
$8.95 PB 978-1-55451-209-6 
32 pages, full-colour, 9" x 9" 
IL: Ages 1-5 RL: Grades 1-2 
“Train’s in the station, / pulling out fast. Wiggle and 
giggle and tickle and laugh. / CHOOCHOO!” 
Through rhythmic poetic prose, Hilb and 
Jennings convey how preschoolers use their 
world as their inspiration for play. Vivid 
photos and charming watercolour artwork 
illustrate the gentle text, which features 
actions kids will enjoy performing. 
Thematic Links: Poetry - Imagination 
 
 
 

 
Winnie Finn, Worm Farmer 
Written by Carol Brendler 
Illustrated by Ard Hoyt 
Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2009 
$20.00 HC 978-0-374-38440-1 
32 pages, full-colour, 8" x 11 1/4" 
IL: Ages 6-9 RL: Grades 1-3 
Winnie Finn is wild about earthworms and 
knows everything there is to know about 
them. With spring coming up, all she can 
think about is the Quincy County Fair. This 
year, she would like to win a prize for her 
worms so she can buy a new wagon to cart 
them around. But there’s just one problem: the 
fair does not offer a prize for worms. 
Thematic Links: Worms - Competition -  
Fairs - Prizes - Creativity 
 
You’re Mean, Lily Jean 
Written by Frieda Wishinsky 
Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton 
Scholastic Canada, 2009 
$19.99 HC 978-0-545-99499-6 
30 pages, full-colour, 8 1/2" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 3-8 RL: Grades 1-2 
Carly always played with her older sister, 
Sandy. Then Lily Jean moved in next door. 
The sisters are happy to have a new friend to 
join their games. But Lily Jean starts taking 
over. Tired of being bossed around, Carly 
thinks up a creative way to teach Lily Jean a 
lesson.With Sandy’s assistance, can she 
transform a bully into a friend? 
Thematic Links: Bullying - Sisters - 
Neighbours - Relationships 
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A Birthday for Bear 
Written by Bonny Becker 
Illustrated by Kady MacDonald Denton 
Candlewick Press, 2009 
$19.00 HC 978-0-7636-3746-0 
$4.50 PB 978-0-7636-4579-3 
50 pages, full-colour, 6" x 9" 
IL: Ages 4-7 RL: Grades 1-2 
Bear doesn’t like birthdays, parties, balloons, 
cards, candles or anything that has to do with 
birthdays. He’d much rather spend his 
birthday alone, tidying his home. But small, 
grey, bright-eyed Mouse has other plans. This 
gentle tale of two friends, told in four 
chapters, features soft, heartwarming ink-
and-watercolour illustrations. 
Thematic Links: Bears - Friendship - 
Birthdays - Mice - Size 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bank Job 
Written by James Heneghan and Norma 
Charles 
Orca Book Publishers, 2009 
$9.95 PB 978-1-55143-855-9 
165 pages, 5" x 7 1/2" 
IL: Ages 10-13 RL: Grades 4-5 
Nell likes her foster home, but the ministry 
threatens to close it unless a costly renovation 
is made to the home. She and her foster 
brothers opt to raise the money needed by 
robbing banks. Their plan was meant to keep 
them together but it risks splitting them up. 
This story is based on a real case that occurred 
in Vancouver. 
Thematic Links: Foster Children - Family - 
Crime 
 
Home Free 
(Gutsy Girl Book) 
Written by Sharon Jennings 
Second Story Press, 2009 
$8.95 PB 978-1-897187-55-5 
152 pages, 5 1/4" x 7 1/2" 
IL: Ages 10-13 RL: Grade 4 
Growing up in the 1960s, 12-year-old Lee 
Mets defies convention by wanting to be a 
writer. She is a huge fan of Anne of Green  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Martin Bridge: Onwards 
and Upwards! 
Written by Jessica Scott Kerrin 
Illustrated by Joseph Kelly 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$16.95 HC 978-1-55453-160-8 
$6.95 PB 978-1-55453-161-5 
111 pages, b&w, 5 3/4" x 7 1/2" 
IL: Ages 7-10 RL: Grades 2-4 
In “Keyboard,” Martin’s summer is off to a 
bad start: his friends are grounded for 
accidentally damaging a vehicle, and his 
mom won’t stop typing on her new 
keyboard. In “Rope,” Martin is dismayed 
when keener and know-it-all Laila joins the 
Junior Badgers. She wants to earn more 
badges, but Martin plans not to make it easy 
for her. 
Thematic Links: Scouting - Summer - 
Mothers - Friends - Competitiveness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gables  and is most excited when a 
mysterious orphan moves to the 
neighbourhood. 
Thematic Links: Orphans - Anne of Green 
Gables - P.E.I. - 1960s - Dreams 
 
Rex Zero, The Great Pretender 
Written by Tim Wynne-Jones 
Groundwood Books, 2009 
$12.95 PB 978-0-88899-946-7 
224 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/2" 
IL: Ages 9-12 RL: Grades 4-6 
As Rex gets excited about starting Grade 7 
with his friends, his parents decide to move 
across the city. He hatches a plan, requiring 
lying and stealing, to stay at his school. Rex 
is also plotting revenge against a bully. Is 
Rex too close to the brink? 
Thematic Links: Bullying - Revenge -  
School - Moving - Dishonesty 
 
Swindle 
Written by Gordon Korman 
Scholastic Inc., 2008 
$18.99 HC 978-0-439-90344-8 
$7.99 PB  978-0-439-90345-5 
252 pages, 5 1/4" x 7 5/8" 
IL: Ages 8-12 RL: Grades 4-5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a mean collector named Swindle cons 
him out of his valuable Babe Ruth baseball  
card, Griffin Bing cobbles together a crew of 
misfits to break into Swindle’s compound and 
recapture the card. There are many things 
standing in their way, including a surly guard 
dog, but Griffin and his team are going to get 
back what’s his. 
Thematic Links: Baseball - Collections - 
Trading - Crime 
 
Zoobreak 
Written by Gordon Korman 
Scholastic Press, 2009 
$21.99 HC 978-0-545-12499-7 
230 pages, 5 5/8" x 8 1/2" 
IL: Ages 9-12 RL: Grades 4-5 
Griffin Bing knows about breaking into 
places. And he’s determined to help his friend 
Savannah find her missing monkey, even if it 
is on a floating zoo. Griffin, the man with the 
plan, organizes the biggest zoo break this zoo 
has ever seen. There’s only one problem: after 
you break a bunch of animals out of a zoo, 
where do you put them? 
Thematic Links: Animal Protection - School - 
Zoos - Field Trips 
 
 

 

Beginning Readers & Early Chapter Books 
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The Broken Thread 
Written by Linda Smith 
Coteau Books, 2008 
$12.95 PB 978-1-55050-398-2 
239 pages, 5" x 7" 
IL: Ages 11 and up RL: Grades 6-7 
On the Isle of Weaving, weavers create the 
great tapestry that tells the fate of the world 
and its people. When Alina uses a strand of 
her red hair to mend a broken red thread in 
the tapestry, thousands of other threads 
break, which means she has caused the death 
of thousands of people. She is then faced with 
the task of fixing the damage she has caused. 
Thematic Links: Fantasy - Weaving 
 
Come, Thou Tortoise 
Written by Jessica Grant 
Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2009 
$29.95 HC 978-0-307-39754-6 
412 pages, 6" x 8 3/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grade 9 
Audrey lives a quiet life with her pet tortoise, 
Winnifred. Despite her fear of flying, she 
takes the plane to visit her comatose dad. 
Before she leaves on her trip, she reluctantly 
leaves Winnifred with some untrustworthy 
pals. Audrey’s quest to discover who her 
father really was and reunite with her pet 
turns out to be quite the adventure. 
Thematic Links: Animals - Mystery - Family 
 
Cracked Up to Be 
Written by Courtney Summers 
St. Martin’s Griffin, 2009 
$10.95 PB 978-0-312-38369-5 
214 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grade 7 
Parker is failing school and has dumped her 
beau and quit the cheerleading squad. Her 
parents are on constant suicide watch, and 
her counsellors think she’s playing games. But 
what they don’t know is the real reason for 
this whole mess isn’t something she can say 
aloud or even to herself. A horrible thing has 
happened and it just might be her fault. 
Thematic Links: Suicide - Failure - 
Perfectionism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Gravity 
Written by Leanne Lieberman 
Orca Book Publishers, 2008 
$12.95 PB 978-1-55469-049-7 
245 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grade 8 
This story unfolds in Toronto during the late 
1980s. Ellie, an Orthodox Jewish teen, has no 
doubts about her strict religious upbringing 
until she meets Lindsay. Torn between 
denying her sexuality or turning her back on 
her community, she turns to the women in 
her family for guidance, but in the end, her 
decisions are all her own. 
Thematic Links: 1980s - Judaism -  
Same-Sex Relationships 
 
Haunted 
Written by Barbara Haworth-Attard 
HarperTrophyCanada, 2009 
$17.99 PB 978-0-00-200821-1 
273 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/2" 
IL: Ages 13 and up RL: Grades 7-8 
Like her Gran, Dee has “the Sight,” the skill 
to see spirits from the afterlife and 
experience their earlier deaths — something 
that grows more terrifying as events take 
sinister turns. While trying to aid with the 
investigation of girls who have gone missing, 
Dee is pulled into a mystery that soon strikes 
frighteningly close to home. 
Thematic Links: Telekinetic Powers - 
Mysteries - Disappearances 
 
The Hunchback Assignments 
Written by Arthur Slade 
HarperCollins Publishers, 2009 
$18.99 HC 978-1-55468-354-3 
275 pages, 5 3/4" x 8 3/4" 
IL: Ages 11 and up RL: Grades 6-7 
Modo, a hunchback child, has the ability to 
transform his appearance and is trained by 
Mr. Socrates to be a secret agent. Together 
they uncover the sinister plot of mad 
scientist, Dr. Hyde. Can they stop things 
before his monstrous plans are unleashed? 
Thematic Links: Scientists - Spies - 
 London, England - Victorian Era 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
The Lit Report 
Written by Sarah N. Harvey 
Orca Book Publishers, 2008 
$12.95 PB 978-1-55143-905-1 
197 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grades 7-8 
Julia and Ruth have been pals since they met 
in Sunday school. With one year left until 
graduation, they are wrapping up their escape 
plans. Julia is pragmatic and Ruth is creative, 
so between them they can often figure things 
out. Julia hatches a plan B when Ruth, who 
has a moth-flame relationship with 
catastrophe, gets pregnant. 
Thematic Links: Teenage Pregnancy - 
Friendship - Loyalty 
 
Something To Hang On To 
Written by Beverley Brenna 
Thistledown Press, 2009 
$12.95 PB 978-1-897235-57-7 
141 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/2" 
IL: Ages 12 and up RL: Grades 6-7 
These short stories feature a diverse cast of 
quirky and honest teens in tough times. In 
varied settings, characters battle through 
different forms of adversity. The collection 
depicts teens who wish to be seen for their 
abilities and interests, not as disabled by 
single traits or unfortunate situations. 
Thematic Links: Social Issues - Abilities - 
Challenges - Short Stories 
 
The Sweetness at the Bottom 
of the Pie 
Written by Alan Bradley 
Doubleday Canada, 2009 
$25.00 HC 978-0-385-66582-7 
292 pages, 5 3/4" x 8 3/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grades 8-9 
A series of inexplicable events has struck 
Buckshaw. A dead bird is found on the 
doorstep with a postage stamp pinned to its 
beak. Hours later, Flavia finds a man in the 
cucumber patch and watches him as he draws 
his last breath. For Flavia, who is both 
appalled and thrilled, life starts in earnest 
when murder comes to Buckshaw. 
Thematic Links: Mystery - Murder - Family 
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The Uninvited 
Written by Tim Wynne-Jones 
Candlewick Press, 2009 
$19.00 HC 978-0-7636-3984-6 
351 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/2" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grades 9-10 
When Mimi arrives at her father’s cottage, she 
is shocked to find a young musician named 
Jay living there. He is also equally surprised to 
see Mimi and immediately accuses her of 
leaving strange and threatening tokens inside. 
But Mimi has just arrived, so who is 
responsible? And more alarmingly, what does 
the intruder want? 
Thematic Links: Ontario - Invasion -  
Secrets - Mystery 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Back 
(Orca Soundings) 
Written by Norah McClintock 
Orca Book Publishers, 2009 
$16.95 LIB 978-1-55143-991-4 
$9.95 PB 978-1-55143-989-1 
93 pages, 4 1/4" x 7" 
IL: Ages 12 and up RL: Grade 4 
Jojo Benn is back. His release from prison 
makes folks feel tense and afraid again. Will 
he give them attitude or shove them around 
just for kicks? Some people wish he would 
just go away and never return. Others harbour 
hate in their hearts and wish something quite 
terrible would happen to Jojo. Ardell 
Withrow is one of these people. 
Thematic Links: Bullying - Revenge - 
Redemption - Forgiveness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wanting Mor 
Written by Rukhsana Khan 
Groundwood Books, 2009 
$17.95 HC 978-0-88899-858-3 
$12.95 PB 978-0-88899-862-0 
190 pages, 5" x 7 1/2" 
IL: Ages 12 and up RL: Grades 7-8 
Jameela is trying to learn to read. When her 
stepmom finds out, she urges her father to 
abandon her. Jameela ends up in an 
orphanage, where she gets an education and 
is given an operation to fix her cleft lip, 
courtesy of the same army that is responsible 
for the deaths of many of her family 
members. This book is based on a true story. 
Thematic Links: Afghanistan - Family - 
Abandonment - Religion - Death 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impact 
(Orca Soundings) 
Written by James C. Dekker 
Orca Book Publishers, 2009 
$16.95 LIB 978-1-55143-997-6 
$9.95 PB 978-1-55143-995-2 
93 pages, 4 1/4" x 7" 
IL: Ages 12 and up RL: Grades 4-5 
Jordan’s brother, Mark, was killed in a 
seemingly random act. When his family 
members read their impact statements in 
court before the suspect is sentenced, 
another story surfaces. Mark’s murder may 
not have been a random act. Maybe Jordan 
knows more than he is saying. What was the 
impact of that violent act? And who set the 
wheels in motion? 
Thematic Links: Violence - Crime - Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wounded 
Written by Eric Walters 
Puffin Canada, 2009 
$12.99 PB 978-0-14-317177-5 
224 pages, 5 1/4" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 12 and up RL: Grades 7-8 
When his father returns home from 
Afghanistan, Marcus is initially happy and 
relieved. He then starts wondering if his dad 
may be suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Marcus knows many soldiers suffer 
from this condition. When he realizes his dad 
does need counselling, he has to convince him 
of this before it is too late. 
Thematic Links: War - Afghanistan -  
Fathers and Sons -War Veterans - PTSD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Binky the Space Cat 
(Binky Adventure) 
Written and illustrated by Ashley Spires 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$16.95 HC 978-1-55453-309-1 
$7.95 PB 978-1-55453-419-7 
64 pages, full-colour, 6 3/4" x 8 3/4" 
IL: Ages 7-10 RL: Grades 2-4 
Binky, a housecat, wants to visit outer space 
(outside), explore unknown spots (the 
backyard) and battle aliens (bugs). He crafts a 
rocket ship and prepares for galactic 
adventure. As he’s about to blast off, he 
realizes he’s left behind a crucial item. This is 
a delightful and humorous tale about a feline 
with vision and a huge imagination. 
Thematic Links: Cats - Imagination 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Teen Fiction (Hi-Lo) 
 
 

Graphic Novels 
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African Acrostics: A Word 
in Edgeways 
Written by Avis Harley 
Photography by Deborah Noyes 
Candlewick Press, 2009 
$20.00 HC 978-0-7636-3621-0 
40 pages, full-colour, 10 1/2" x 8 3/4" 
IL: Ages 8-12 RL: Grades 4-6 
African wildlife springs to life in these witty, 
light-hearted poems and fascinating photos. 
The first letter of each line in a traditional 
acrostic come together to spell a word. Harley 
raises the form to another level by including 
double and multiple versions of the form. The 
book wraps up with extra information on 
acrostics and the showcased animals. 
Thematic Links: Poetry - Africa - Animals 
 
The Apprentice’s Masterpiece: 
A Story of Medieval Spain 
Written by Melanie Little 
Annick Press, 2008 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55451-117-4 
$12.95 PB 978-1-55451-190-7 
310 pages, 5 1/2" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 14 and up RL: Grades 8-9 
Ramon Benvenistes has a secret: he’s from a 
family of conversos, Jews who have converted 
to Christianity. Amir wears the robe and red 
patch of a Muslim. The boys come to know 
each other but then they are separated. One  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charlie: A Home Child’s 
Life in Canada 
Written by Beryl Young 
Key Porter Books, 2009 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55470-200-8 
111 pages, b&w, 8 1/4" x 8 1/4" 
IL: Ages 10-14 RL: Grades 5-6 
Young tells the story of her father, Charlie 
Harvey, who was one of 90,000 home children 
— British children who immigrated  
to Canada between 1870 and 1938. Archival 
and personal photographs, sidebars and a  
bibliography accompany this warm and frank 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
boy is enslaved, and the other takes up 
service for the Inquisitors. Their paths cross 
again in a chilling scene. 
Thematic Links: Novels in Verse -  
Middle Ages - 15th Century - Jews - Muslims 
 
Learn to Speak Music:  
A Guide to Creating, 
Performing, and Promoting 
Your Songs 
Written by John Crossingham 
Illustrated by Jeff Kulak 
Owlkids, 2009 
$29.95 HC 978-1-897349-64-9 
$19.95 PB 978-1-897349-65-6 
96 pages, full-colour, 9 3/4" x 9" 
IL: Age 9-14 RL: Grades 6-7 
He’s got the beat! As a member of the indie 
band Broken Social Scene, Crossingham 
knows something about the music world. He 
covers several aspects of music making, from 
choosing and learning to play an instrument 
to promoting your music. Colour artwork 
with a retro vibe rounds out this fun-filled 
guide for `young wannabe musicians. 
Thematic Links: Popular Music - 
Performing Arts - Self-Expression - Songs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
chronicle of a lesser-known yet crucial 
chapter of Canadian history. 
Thematic Links: Charlie Harvey - Home 
Children - Immigration - RCMP 
 

Remembering John McCrae: 
Soldier, Doctor, Poet 
Written by Linda Granfield 
Scholastic Canada, 2009 
$16.99 HC 978-0-439-93561-6 
$7.99 PB 978-0-439-93560-9 
38 pages, full-colour, 8 1/4" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 8-12 RL: Grades 4-5 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Zorgamazoo 
Written by Robert Paul Weston 
Illustrated by Victoria Rivas 
Razorbill, 2008 
$17.50 HC 978-1-59514-199-6 
281 pages, b&w, 5 1/4" x 7 1/4" 
IL: Ages 9-11 RL: Grades 4-6 
Morty the zorgle is the odd figure Katrina 
spotted, bumbling through the subway 
tunnels under the city. He’s been sent on a 
quest to find Zorgamazoo’s lost zorgles. 
When Morty and Katrina join forces, they 
discover it’s not just the zorgles who have 
gone missing. All of the Earth’s most magical 
creatures have been kidnapped. 
Thematic Links: Stories in Verse - Mythical 
Creatures - Kidnapping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More than 100 photos, paintings and 
documents enhance Granfield’s intimate and 
fascinating portrait of McCrae (1872-1918). 
Though he was a doctor and soldier, he is best 
known for his poem “In Flanders Fields,” 
which has been called the most popular poem 
of the First World War. The book also 
contains a timeline, a glossary and an index. 
Thematic Links: Military History - Poetry - 
Medical History 
 
 
 
 

 

Art, Music & Poetry 

 

Biography, Memoir & Speaking Out 



HC = Hardcover; PB = Paperback; LIB = Library Binding 
IL = Interest Level; RL = Reading Level 

Great Reads for the Holidays 2010     7 

 
Tell No One Who You Are:  
The Hidden Childhood of 
Régine Miller 
Written by Walter Buchignani 
Tundra Books, 2008 
$14.99 PB 978-0-88776-817-0 
185 pages, b&w, 5 1/8" x 7 5/8" 
IL: Ages 9 and up RL: Grade 4 
Like many other Jewish children, ten-year-old 
Régine Miller was separated from her family 
and hidden during the days of Nazi terror in 
Europe. She hid in four different homes in 
which the residents ranged from callous to 
caring. Black-and-white photographs, 
appendices, a bibliography and a timeline 
supplement this dramatic story of a brave girl. 
Thematic Links: Hidden Children 
(Holocaust) - Jews - Belgium - World War II 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dieppe: Canada’s Darkest Day 
of World War II 
Written by Hugh Brewster 
Scholastic Canada, 2009 
$19.99 HC 978-0-545-99420-0 
48 pages, full-colour, 10 1/2" x 9" 
IL: Ages 10 and up RL: Grades 5-6 
Dieppe (August 19, 1942) has haunted 
Canadians for nearly seven decades. Some 
believe that Canadians were needlessly 
sacrificed there. Others think the Allies drew 
worthy lessons from it that helped lead to 
victory over Hitler. Note that the 
photographs, diary excerpts and memorabilia 
featured here belong to people who were at 
Dieppe. 
Thematic Links: Military History -  
World War II - Raids 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
When Elephants Fight:  
The Lives of Children in 
Conflict in Afghanistan, 
Bosnia, Sri Lanka, Sudan and 
Uganda 
Written by Eric Walters and Adrian 
Bradbury 
Orca Book Publishers, 2008 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55143-900-6 
89 pages, full-colour, 6 3/4" x 9 1/4" 
IL: Ages 10 and up RL: Grade 6 
Meet five children whose lives are affected 
by conflict raging in their respective nations 
of Afghanistan, Sarajevo, Sri Lanka, Sudan 
and Uganda. Maps and facts on regional 
history, and causes and results of the 
conflicts lend context to their stories. Half of 
the book’s royalties go to the GuluWalk 
organization and to help kids in northern 
Uganda. 
Thematic Links: Child War Victims - 
Conflict 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pharaohs and Foot Soldiers: 
One Hundred Ancient 
Egyptian Jobs You Might 
Have Desired or Dreaded 
Written by Kristin Butcher 
Illustrated by Martha Newbigging 
Annick Press, 2009 
$25.95 HC 978-1-55451-171-6 
$16.95 PB 978-1-55451-170-9 
96 pages, full-colour, 8 1/4" x 10 1/2" 
IL: Ages 9-12 RL: Grades 4-5 
Take an entertaining and insightful stroll 
through one of history’s most remarkable 
civilizations. The featured occupations, 
which range from archer to vizier, are 
divided into ten groups. Learn about Ancient 
Egypt through fascinating profiles of the jobs 
people performed 5,000 years ago. A 
bibliography and an index are included. 
Thematic Links: Ancient Civilizations - 
Occupations - Ancient Egypt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is Culture? 
(Our Multicultural World) 
Written by Bobbie Kalman 
Crabtree Publishing, 2009 
$25.95 LIB 978-0-7787-4635-5 
$9.95 PB 978-0-7787-4650-8 
32 pages, full-colour, 8 1/2" x 10 3/4" 
IL: Ages 4-9 RL: Grade 2 
Culture is about how we live. Discover how 
people express it through clothing, food, 
music, dance and art. Culture is also about 
where we come from. Learn how history is 
linked to culture. Find out how you can have 
fun with culture and much, much more. 
Coloured photos round out the text, which 
contains a bibliography, a glossary and an 
index. 
Thematic Links: Culture - Multiculturalism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

History, Geography & Culture 
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Bubble Homes and Fish Farts 
Written by Fiona Bayrock 
Illustrated by Carolyn Conahan 
Charlesbridge Publishing, 2009 
$23.95 HC 978-1-57091-669-4 
$10.95 PB 978-1-57091-670-0 
48 pages, full-colour, 8 1/2" x 11" 
IL: Ages 6-9 RL: Grades 1-3 
Bayrock uses real-world science and tongue-
in-cheek humour to tell how animals make, 
ride, breathe and live in bubbles. Learn the 
truth about popping shrimp, nesting frogs and 
gas-passing fish. Read additional amazing 
facts about the bubble makers featured. The 
text, illustrated with watercolour art, 
includes a glossary and an index. 
Thematic Links: Animals - Bubbles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Deep Space Extremes 
(Extreme Nature) 
Written by James Bow 
Crabtree Publishing, 2009 
$25.95 LIB 978-0-7787-4505-1 
$9.95 PB 978-0-7787-4522-8 
32 pages, full-colour, 8" x 10" 
IL: Ages 8-10 RL: Grades 4-6 
Since astronauts are weightless in space, they 
must strap themselves to toilets when they go 
to the bathroom. Find out other fascinating 
facts about surviving in space, human 
spaceflight and alien life. The text, illustrated 
with colour photographs, wraps up with two 
pages of extreme facts. A glossary, a 
bibliography and an index are included. 
Thematic Links: Space Environment - 
Outer Space - Deep Space 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Deep Sea Extremes 
(Extreme Nature) 
Written by Natalie Hyde 
Crabtree Publishing, 2009 
$25.95 LIB 978-0-7787-4501-3 
$9.95  PB 978-0-7787-4518-1 
32 pages, full-colour, 8" x 10" 
IL: Ages 7-10 RL: Grades 2-3 
Did you know it takes 1,000 years for ocean 
water to circulate around Earth? Learn how 
scientists work to explore the deepest parts 
of the sea while facing challenges like cold, 
pressure and darkness. Discover the plants 
and animals that dwell there. Colour photos 
round out the text, which contains a 
glossary, a bibliography and an index. 
Thematic Links: Ecology - Animals - Oceans 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You Are Weird: Your Body’s 
Peculiar Parts and Funny 
Functions 
Written by Diane Swanson 
Illustrated by Kathy Boake 
Kids Can Press, 2009 
$16.95 HC 978-1-55453-282-7 
$7.95 PB 978-1-55453-283-4 
40 pages, full-colour, 8 3/4" x 10 1/4" 
IL: Ages 8-12 RL: Grades 3-4 
Wonderfully weird body features make us 
human. They also show that we’re part of an 
animal kingdom whose members share a lot 
more than the same planet. Swanson leads us 
on a guided tour around our oddball organs 
and freaky bodily functions that make us 
who we are — wacky, wonderful and weird, 
weird, weird. 
Thematic Links: Human Body - Anatomy - 
Physiology 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Super Crocs and Monster 
Wings: Modern Animals’ 
Ancient Past 
Written by Claire Eamer 
Annick Press, 2008 
$19.95 HC 978-1-55451-130-3 
$9.95 PB 978-1-55451-129-7 
96 pages, full-colour, 7 1/4" x 9 1/2" 
IL: Ages 9-12 RL: Grades 4-5 
Did you know that as many as 5,500 dragonfly 
and damselfly species exist in the world 
today? Eamer explores the link between six 
modern-day animals (dragonfly, armadillo, 
camel, beaver, crocodile, sloth) and their 
ancient ancestral counterparts. The text 
features photos, further- reading suggestions, 
a bibliography and an index. 
Thematic Links: Evolution (Biology) - 
Phylogeny - Animals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Skateboarding Science 
(Sports Science) 
Written by Helaine Becker 
Crabtree Publishing, 2009 
$25.95 LIB 978-0-7787-4536-5 
$9.95 PB 978-0-7787-4553-2 
32 pages, full-colour, 8" x 10" 
IL: Ages 8-11 RL: Grades 4-5 
Over time, science and technology have 
played their part in making skateboarding a 
high-tech sport. The skaters use the laws of 
physics to pull off the most amazing tricks. 
This volume explores these developments and 
how they make skateboarding one of the most 
exhilarating sports. 
Thematic Links: Skateboarding - Science 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nature 

 

Science & Technology 
 

 

Sports 
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Chirp 
Owlkids 
www.owlkids.com/chirp 
$4.50/issue 
$32.00 one-year subscription (10 issues) 
ISSN 1206-4580 
IL: Ages 3-6 
Chirp’s package of stories, puzzles and 
activities is designed for preschoolers and 
kindergartners. It’s filled with lively 
illustrations and colourful photos that 
encourage readers to laugh and learn. 
Illustrated stories and poems by Canada’s 
most gifted authors and artists entertain 
readers while prepping them to read 
independently. 
Thematic Links: Preschool Activities - 
Reading Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
OWL 
Owlkids 
www.owlkids.com/owl 
$4.50/issue 
$32.00 one-year subscription (10 issues) 
ISSN 0382-6627 
IL: Ages 9-13 
This general-interest magazine, which 
entertains, informs, challenges and inspires, 
is designed to nurture a lifelong love of 
reading magazines. OWL offers original 
comics, quirky facts and mind-boggling 
puzzles and provides timely, reliable and 
relevant information on various topics such 
as sports, the environment, pop culture and 
peer relationships. 
Thematic Links: Stories - Activities 
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About the Canadian Children’s Book Centre 
 

The Canadian Children's Book Centre (CCBC) is a national, not-for-profit organization founded in 1976. We are 
dedicated to encouraging, promoting and supporting the reading, writing, illustrating and publishing of 
Canadian books for young readers. Our programs, publications, and resources help teachers, librarians, 
booksellers and parents select the very best for young readers. 
 
At the heart of our work at the Canadian Children’s Book Centre is our love for the books that get published in 
Canada each year, and our commitment to raising awareness of the quality and variety of Canadian books for 
young readers. 
 
Our programs, such as TD Canadian Children’s Book Week and the TD Grade One Book Giveaway, are 
designed to introduce young Canadian readers not only to the books all around them, but to the authors and 
illustrators that create them. Our quarterly magazine Canadian Children's Book News and the annual Best 
Books for Kids & Teens selection guide are designed to help parents, librarians and educators discover the 
world of Canadian books and to help them to select the best reading material for young readers. 
 
The Canadian Children's Book Centre reaches well over half a million people each year, and we’re still growing. 
Please check out our programs and publications, and see how we can help you, and you can help us, to bring 
Canadian books and young readers together. 

 
 

The Canadian Children’s Book Centre 
Suite 101, 40 Orchard View Blvd., Toronto, Ontario  M4R 1B9 
Tel: 416 975-0010  |  Fax: 416 975-8970  |  www.bookcentre.ca 
 

 

The work of the Canadian Children’s Book Centre is made possible through the 
generous support of our members, volunteers, sponsors, funders and the 
continuing assistance of the Canada Council, Writing and Publishing Section, 
and the Public Readings Program. 


