
FICtION FOR GRADES 7 & up
Ann and Seamus
written by Kevin Major
art by David Blackwood
(Groundwood Books, 2003)

In a poetic and powerful retelling, Kevin 
Major explores the tale of Ann Harvey of  
Isle aux Morts and the wreck of the Despatch, 
portraying a shy young teen thrust into 
extraordinary circumstances. It is the story 
of dramatic rescue, but it is also the story 
of dreams and fate, of a hard life and young 
love. For also at its centre is Seamus,  
a young Irishman who had set sail on the  
Despatch with hopes of a new life in America.

The Gravesavers
written by Sheree Fitch
(Doubleday Canada, 2005)

The life of 12-year-old Minn, sent to live 
with her grandmother in a small Maritime 
village, intersects with the life of John Hind-
ley, the sole child survivor of the SS Atlantic 
shipwreck more than a century earlier. 
Fitch’s book was inspired by the chance 
discovery of a monument to the 562 people 
who perished on the Atlantic in 1873, and 
she writes on her blog about the heroism of 
the people of Terence Bay, nS, who worked 
to save survivors. 

The Halifax Explosion

While not precisely a marine disaster, the 
collision between two ships in the Halifax 
harbour in 1917 resulted in a devastating 
explosion that levelled parts of the city, 
killed 2,000 and injured over 9,000. The 
Halifax explosion has been explored in 
several middle grade novels, including: 
Irish Chain by Barbara Haworth-Attard, 
the Our canadian Girl: Penelope series by 
Sharon McKay and No Safe Harbour by Julie 
Lawson in the Dear canada series. As well, 
Halifax Explodes! (canadian Flyer Adven-
tures) by Frieda Wishinsky presents this 
dramatic event for younger readers.
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BOOKMARK MARINE DISASTERS

 “BOOKMARK!” highlights books  
for a variety of grade levels around  
a particular theme. 

The one hundredth anniversary of  
the sinking of the Titanic is coming  
up in a few months. Planning a  
display in your school or library? 
There’s no shortage of recent books 
on the Titanic and other Canadian 
marine disasters for a wide range  
of young readers.

Marine  
Disasters
pICtuRE BOOK AND EARLy 
READERS FOR KINDERGARtEN 
tO GRADE 3
Heroes of Isle aux Morts
written by Alice Walsh
illustrated by Geoff Butler
(Tundra Books, 2007)

Anne Harvey has lived all her young life 
on the island called Isle aux Morts off the 
rugged coast of newfoundland. When a 
storm-tossed ship is in danger of breaking 
up, her father and brother race to the ship 
in their own small boat, but Anne sends her 
newfoundland dog, Hairy Man, into the 
waves towards the ship. Based on the true 
story of the wreck of the Despatch.

SOS! Titanic!  
(Canadian Flyer Adventures)
written by Frieda Wishinsky
illustrated by Jean-Paul Eid
(Maple Tree Press, 2010)

In this fourteenth book in the successful 
canadian Flyer Adventures series for begin-
ning readers, Matt and emily travel back to  
1912, and land aboard the Titanic. They must 
warn passengers of the impending danger.

The Summer of the Marco Polo
written by Lynn Manuel
illustrated by Kasia Charko
(Orca Book Publishers, 2007)

In 1883, the famous clipper ship, Marco 
Polo, ran aground off Prince edward Island 
near the home of a young girl named Lucy 

Maud Montgomery, who wrote about the 
grand adventure in her journals and reflect-
ed on it years later in her notebooks. The 
town of cavendish was transformed by the 
presence of the crew, and the ship’s captain 
stayed with Lucy Maud and her straitlaced 
grandparents.

JuNIOR NON-FICtION AND 
FICtION FOR GRADES 4 tO 8
Deadly Voyage: RMS Titanic  
(I Am Canada) 
written by Hugh Brewster 
(Scholastic Canada, 2011)

After enjoying his adventures on board the 
Titanic, 14-year-old Jamie Laidlaw then 
struggles to live through the sinking and 
the painful aftermath as he and his family 
realize his father has not survived. Hugh 
Brewster, author of several non-fiction 
books about the Titanic, creates an exciting 
tale in this new series for boys.

Ghosts of the Titanic 
written by Julie Lawson
(Scholastic Canada, 2011)

Reluctant to leave his home in Victoria, 
Kevin is dragged to nova Scotia for the 
summer when his father inherits a mansion 
from a stranger named Angus Seaton. But 
a mysterious ghost plagues him when they 
get there. In a parallel story, Lawson gives 
us the tale of Angus Seaton as a young man, 
recovering bodies from the Atlantic in the 
aftermath of the sinking of the Titanic. A 
detective story and a ghost story combined.

Graveyard of the Sea  
(Disaster Strikes, 4)
written by Penny Draper
(Coteau Books, 2008)

nell lives with her father in a lighthouse on 
the rugged West coast. Her study of Morse 
code pays off the night she sends an SOS for 
a stricken ship, but the rescue goes terribly 
wrong. Then another ship runs aground in 
the Graveyard of the Pacific. The storm has 
taken the telegraph lines down, and nell is 
alone at the lighthouse. This title is based on 
two famous West coast shipwrecks of 1906: 
the sinking of the Valencia, carrying over 
100 passengers and 65 crew, and the sinking 
of the Coloma.

Into the Mist: The Story of  
The Empress of Ireland 
written by Anne Renaud 
(Dundurn Press, 2010)

The fast and elegant Empress of Ireland sank 
in only 14 minutes in the St. Lawrence River 
in 1914, with a loss of 1,012 lives, more 
than were lost on the Titanic. Anne Renaud 
gives readers a fascinating look at the ship’s 
history (including the 115,000 immigrants 
it brought to canada) and its dramatic end. 
Includes archival photos and documents, 
and a glossary.

No Moon  
written by Irene Watts
(Tundra Books, 2010)

Louisa Gardener is the 14-year-old nurse-
maid to the daughters of a wealthy, titled 
family in London, england. Then the family 
decides to sail to new York aboard the  
Titanic. Louisa has been terrified of the 
ocean since her baby brother’s death, but 
if she refuses to go on the voyage, she will 
never get beyond the working-class life  
she has escaped from.

Second Watch 
written by Karen Autio
(Sono Nis Press, 2005)

Saara and her family are bound for  
Finland from canada in 1914, to visit her 
grandparents. The sinking of the Empress  
of Ireland, canada’s worst nautical disaster 
in peacetime, provides an historical basis  
for this compelling tale, which provides  
a vivid introduction to the lives of Finns in 
northwestern Ontario and to the Empress  
of Ireland story.

That Fatal Night: The Titanic  
Diary of Dorothy Wilton 
(Dear Canada) 
written by Sarah Ellis 
(Scholastic Canada, 2011)

After a wonderful visit with her unconven-
tional english grandparents (and a meeting 
with their neighbour Mrs. Bland, aka author 
e. nesbit), Dorothy travels home on the Ti-
tanic. Back in Halifax, she struggles with her 
memories and guilt – and with the inability 
of those around her to comprehend what 
she has gone through. Dorothy is a feisty, 
thoughtful and appealing character.

Titanic Series 
by Gordon Korman
(Scholastic Canada, 2011)

In this trilogy – made up of Unsinkable,  
Collision Course and S.O.S. – bestselling 
author Gordon Korman traces the stories  
of four different children caught on the 
Titanic on its fateful voyage.

Peril at Pier Nine  
(Disaster Strikes, 3) 
written by Penny Draper
(Coteau Books, 2007)

Just after two young teens, Jack and Henry, 
meet on the Great Lakes cruise ship, the 
Noronic, the ship catches fire – with Henry 
on board. Does Jack have what it takes to 
save his new friend?
 In 1949, the Noronic was docked in 
Toronto when a sudden fire engulfed the 
ship and killed over 100 passengers. Penny 
Draper illuminates this dramatic event – 
the third novel in her Disaster Strike series, 
which also includes A Terrible Roar of 
Water, the story of a newfoundland com-
munity destroyed by a tsunami in 1929.

Shipwrecks, Monsters, and  
Mysteries of the Great Lakes 
written by Ed Butts
(Tundra Books, 2011)

More than 6,000 vessels, large and small, 
have met tragic ends on the Great Lakes. 
Shoals and reefs, uncharted rocks and 
sandbars can snare a ship or rip open a hull. 
unpredictable winds could capsize a vessel 
at any moment. The wreckage of ships and 
the bones of the people who sail them litter 
the bottoms of the five lakes: Ontario, erie, 
Huron, Michigan and Superior. ed Butts  
has gathered fascinating stories and lake 
lore in this volume.
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